
EAST TENNESSEE MILITARY AFFAIRS COUNCIL 
 

April 2, 2009 MEETING SUMMARY 
 

UPCOMING MEETINGS AND EVENTS 
 
MAY 7th  ETMAC Meeting, 0830 HRS Knoxville Chamber Partnership 
 
MAY 8th/9th  Civil War Living History Program 
 
MAY 15th  Homeless Veterans Stand Down (National Guard Armory)  
 
MAY 25th  Memorial Day Events, American Legion, Knoxville Post 2 
 
MAY 25th  Smokies Baseball Memorial Day Program 
 
STAY CURRENT: WWW.ETMAC.ORG 
 
WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS: 
 
The meeting of the East Tennessee Military Affairs Council was held on Thursday, April 
2nd at the Knoxville Chamber, Joseph Mazzola presiding. A total of 44 members and 
guests were present. The summary of the March meeting was approved. The treasurer’s 
report shows an end of the month balance as of March 31st of $8,379.93.  
 
NOTES:  
 
ETMAC sends it condolences to Patrice Collins in the passing of her mother. In lieu of 
flowers, memorials may be made to the Susan G. Komen For The Cure or to ETMAC. 
 
DISCUSSION ITEMS: 
 
East Tennessee Veterans Memorial Association (Michael Crawford): Mr. Crawford 
reported that the City of Knoxville will build a park as scheduled near the Veterans 
Memorial. Colonel Haynes suggested that the new park be named after a Veteran. Mr. 
Crawford will bring the suggestion in front of the ETVMA board for consideration. 
 
Ben Atchley State Veterans Home (Ed Harries): Mr. Harries was very pleased with the 
results of their recent audit. A group of residents attended the send-off for the 844th 
Engineering Battalion and they continue to be involved in the community and welcome 
all opportunities and to be included in future activities. 
 
Knox County Veterans Service Officer (Chuck Jones): Mr. Jones reported that he and 
his staff conducted 192 telephone inquiries for VA benefit consultations and had 32 
office visits. 
 



Web Site (Laimon Godel): Mr. Godel summarized the web site activity as having 2,362 
visitors with the local resources being the most frequently hit. He also mentioned the 
Homeless Veteran Stand Down will be on May 15th at the National Guard Armory. 
 
East Tennessee Public Television (James Dee): Mr. Dee reported that there will be an 
event named the Civil War Living History Program for Scouts which will be held on May 
8th, at Hardin Valley Elementary in the morning and then at Ben Atchley State Veterans 
Home in the afternoon and then on May 9th, at Hardin Valley Academy where they will 
interview Veterans. Mr. Dee has also requested the need for a color guard for the event. 
 
Smokies Baseball Memorial Day Remembrance (Matt Strutner): Mr. Strutner 
informed us that the Tennessee Smokies will be hosting “Salute to Heroes Night” as the 
Smokies host the Birmingham Barons with the ceremony beginning at 6:30 pm. All 
Veterans can attend this game for free and tickets for family or friends will be $7.  
 
SENIOR ROTC UNITS   
 
UT Senior Army Unit (Lt Colonel Haynes): Colonel Haynes gave an update on the 
Mountain Man March which was scheduled for April 3rd and 4th in Gatlinburg. The motto 
for the event is “Support the Future, Honor the Past”. The winner will receive the Walkup 
Trophy Cup in honor of 1LT Frank Walkup, a graduate of the unit and a Fallen Warrior. 
 
Road March for Warriors: Benefit Bike Ride (Tom DeHoog): Mr. DeHoog spoke 
about the bike ride which is being held in conjunction with the Mountain Man March and 
in support of this event. 
 
MILITARY UNIT ACTIVITY 
 
Army Reserve and ESGR (John Dyess): Mr. Dyess reported that he gave ESGR 
briefings to military units deploying to Iraq. 
 
Military Entrance Processing Station (Lt Commander Neely): Commander Neely 
reported that his unit has exceeded goals in recruiting by 19% over last year. He also 
reported that the Knoxville MEPS received the “1st quarter of Excellence” award which 
was the best in the nation. On May 26th, the Knoxville MEPS will dedicate the Ceremony 
Room in honor of Sgt Michael H. Ferschke Jr., USMC. 
 
I.G. Brown Training and Education Center (Colonel Howard): Colonel Howard 
introduced himself and has relieved Colonel Waggett at the I.G. Brown Training and 
Education Center.  
 
844th Engineering Battalion (John Dyess): Mr. Dyess passed around a photo taken by 
Marty Everett showing the 844th Engineering Battalion leaving Knoxville that will be 
published in the Army Times Magazine.  
 



119th Command and Control (Lt McKeen): Lt. McKeen reported that this unit will be 
restructured under Cyber Command. 
 
Navy/Marines Reserve Center (Commander Pontier): Commander Pontier informed 
ETMAC about their Family Preparedness Day which will be on May 2. His unit also 
provided support to 20 military funerals in March. 
 
Additional Information: Colonel Ragland (Air Force, Ret.) commends Joe Wasmond of 
Living Legacy International for his tremendous support and efforts to the 844th 
Engineering Battalion and their deployment to Iraq.  
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Nathan Weinbaum, Secretary 
East Tennessee Military Affairs Council  
 
 
 
 
 


