
 
 

EAST TENNESSEE MILITARY AFFAIRS COUNCIL 

April 1, 2021, Virtual Meeting held via zoom with Unit Commanders and 

Veteran Organization leaders.   
 

 

Upcoming Events: Please note that many events have been cancelled. I left the ones that I have not heard specifically 

about. Please check on them before attending. For events that have been rescheduled, the new projected date is shown. 

 

 

ONGOING Fund raiser for Operation Honor Guard Info at    https://www.wate.com/operation-honor-guard/ 

 Donate at Donate today to Operation Honor Guard 
 

 

      15 APR Virtual Job Fair hosted by American Job Center 10am until 11am. Contact Laura for details 
 

  17 APR  Jack McGivney Memorial Pistol Match at 0900 Windrock Shooting Range 720 Windrock Rd, Oliver Springs.  

For details, contact Jay Holmes at 404/414-4225 or jaysholmes@gmail.com  

 

      27 APR Job Fair at Foothills Mall from 9am until noon. Contact Laura at the American Job Center for details 
       

           5 JUN Marine Corps League Det 924 1st Annual Golf Tournament at Egwani Farms Golf Course, 3920 Singleton 

Station Rd Rockford. For details, contact Bob Willis at 317/501-8294.  

 

       15 MAY Marine Corps League Det 924 1st Annual Rods n’Hogs Show 10am until 3pm Parkway Drive In Theater 2909 E 

Lamar Alexander Pkwy. For details, call 865/888-0522.  
 

**ALL OF THE SATURDAY FREE VETERAN BREAKFASTS HAVE BEEN CANCELLED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE. We 

will let you know when the United Veterans Council resumes these important social gatherings for our military and veterans. 

 

** Cancelled until further notice: Every Wednesday – Combat Coffee Hour for all veterans 7:30am at the Knoxville Vet 

Center 1645 Downtown West Blvd. #28 

 

** Cancelled until further notice: Second Saturday – Breakfast for Buds 8:30 until 10am. Mama Grits in Tellico Village. 

Contact Dennis Drake at dennisdrake2012@outlook.com for more information. 
 

** Cancelled until further notice: 22nd of each month – Veterans Coffee Hour hosted by A Veteran’s Heart at Awaken Coffee 

125 W Jackson Ave Knoxville from 8-9am. 

 

10 MAR Phone in Legal Clinic for Veterans. Noon until 2pm. 865/637-0484. Preregistration is required/  

 
For a complete listing of events, visit http://www.etmac.org and click events 

 

 

We are changing the format of the monthly minutes. All organization contact information will be in a list at the 

end of the minutes. We hope you will find having the information in one place will be beneficial to you, and hope 

you find the minutes easier to read. 
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ETMAC BUSINESS SESSION 
 

President’s Report – Geoff Freeman- Only one award left. Thank you for continuing to meet by Zoom. Hope to 

be able to meet in person by late summer, early fall.  

 

Webmaster’s Report - Col Dent Young- 477 users, 468 were new. There were 942 page views. Most users were 

from the states, with China coming in second.  

 

Treasurer’s Report: Derren Burrell  

 
Beginning Balance $16,744.38 

Deposits 452.49 

Expenses 90.00 
Ending Balance $17,106.87 

  
  

Membership dues may be paid online https://www.etmac.org/resources/etmacresources/membership- 

application/ or mail a check payable to ETMAC to Patrice Collins at the Knoxville Chamber:  

17 Market Square, #201, Knoxville, TN 37902. Donations on our website are also appreciated. 

 

• Other ETMAC Announcements - Patrice Collins –  

• Carol Evans, Executive Director or Legacy Parks gave an update on the French Broad Memorial Park. They are 

currently in the fund-raising process. If you know anyone or any organization that would like to contribute, 

please let Carol know.  

First Time Attendees  

• Col Jennifer Kondal – new commander of I.G. Brown TEC 

• MSgt Amanda McCormick – new 1st Sergeant with IG Brown TEC 

 

• MILITARY UNIT UPDATES 

• 3rd Regiment of the Tennessee State Guard – MAJ Joseph Westfall- Col Anthony Shipley will step down 

and LTC Robert Roark will be the new 3RGT Tennessee State Guard Commander. The ceremony will be 

on 17 Apr.  

• 119th Cyberspace Operations Squadron – Lt Col Jody Ogle – no report 

 

• 1-230 Assault Helicopter Battalion – CPT Philip Webster – Getting back to normal operations. Some still on 

Covid orders. Moving into more normal aviation training. Soon troops in motion.  

 

• 134th Air Refueling Wing – Lt Col Travers Hurst – March was first drill with all 1000 soldiers. Troops 

returning.  

 

• 241st Engineering & Installation Squadron (Chattanooga) - Lt Col Dave Moss – no report 

 

• 278th Armored Calvary Unit - COL Steven Turner – no report 

 

• 332nd Air Force Recruiting Squadron – MSgt Whitaker – no report.  

 

• 489th Civil Air Battalion – MAJ BW Osten – no report 

 

• 844th Enginering Batallion – MAJ Justin Warrick – no report  

 

• Coast Guard Recruiting – East TN Region – ME1 Steven Brashear – no report  
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•  D Co 4th Combat Engineer Battalion – GySgt John Kepper / -1st Sgt Jason Brackley - no report 

 

• I.G. Brown Training and Education Center -Col Jennifer Kondal – They are transitioning to being back on 

site this summer. Are hosting a small number of courses.  

 

• Knoxville Recruiting Company (Army) – SSG Kyle Lane – no report 

 

• Military Entrance Processing Station – 1SG Gwendolyn Banks – Still under Covid operations.  
 

 
• Navy Operational Support Center – CDR Timothy Trimble- Some in person training, some virtual. They 

provide a lot of funeral support in the area.  

• Navy Recruiting – Talent Acquisition Onboarding Center – HM2 Josh Dixon- no report  

• Tennessee Wing, Civil Air Patrol – Col Dent Young – no report  

• USCG Auxiliary Division 12 – DCDR Thomas Junau– no report 

 

• UT Air Force ROTC – Lt Col William Estep – Field Training Exercise (FTX) 20 Mar, Camp Tipton in Maryville, 

TN; Air Force Employment Exercise (AFEX) our guests were Col John Caranta, AFROTC Southeast Region/CC; 

and the Senior Enlisted AFROTC Southeast Region Advisor - Chief Master Sergeant Roberto George. 27 Apr 1450 

is the AFROTC annual Awards Ceremony which will be held in UT Student Union.  The event is by invitation only.  

Ms. Frankie is contacting award presenters.  We will also have our cadet wing change of command ceremony the 

same day.  8 May, 1600-1800 is AFROTC Commissioning Ceremony in the UT Student Union.  For more 

information, please contact Ms. Frankie at 865-974-3041 

 

• UT Army ROTC – LTC Justin Howe – 8APR at 1500 is the annual UTK Army ROTC Awards Ceremony in Circle 

Park on campus.  The awards ceremony will be followed by our Cadet Change of Command Ceremony. For info or 

attendance, please contact Captain Kelly Waugh at kwaugh@utk.edu.   Lieutenant General Daniel Karbler, 

commander of Space and Missile Defense Command, Huntsville, Alabama has tentatively agreed to be the guest 

speaker at UTK Army ROTC’s Commissioning Ceremony. 7MAY at 1430 in the UTK Student Union Auditorium. 

24x Army seniors expected to commission.  For info or attendance, please contact Captain Kelly Waugh at 

kwaugh@utk.edu.   

•  

VETERAN ORGANIZATIONS UPDATES 

 

• Air Force Association –Dick Webber – Begun discussions with Oak Ridge High School to assist them in 

purchasing a 3D printer. They will design and build a drone.  

 

• American Job Center / State of TN Department of Labor – Laura Chignon- Phase 1 of Covid precautions 

Contact Laura to make an appointment.  865/594-5500. Job fairs coming up. Contact Laura for details  

 

• American Legion – Joleen Dewald – Easter egg hunt on 3 April at the site of their new building. A coin 

collection has been donated to be put into the eggs. 1pm is start time. Yard sale on 17 April. Donations can be 

made that morning.  

• American Red Cross – Jess Hernandez – volunteers working with flooding in middle and west Tennessee. 

Hosting shelters. They would like to assist with pre deployment briefings.  

 

• AMVETS Post 75 in Newport – Leslie Purser- Fundraiser in June. Details to follow.  

 

• Army Reserve Ambassador Program Eastern TN – Leslie Purser – no report.  

• Ben Atchley Veteran’s Home – Doug Ottinger – no report 

 



• Bunker Labs – Derren Burrell – no report.  

 

• Captain Bill Robinson Vietnam Veterans of America Chapter 1078 – Jim Mungenast – Had a great Vietnam 

Veterans Day Celebration. Mayor Jacobs and Congressman Burchett attended.  

 

• Combat Veterans Motorcycle Association, Morristown –Leslie Purser – no report  

 

• Consolidated Nuclear Securities SOS – Jamie Uptgraft – no report  

 

• Covenant Health Military Recognition Program – Cindy Winterberger – no report  

 

• Disabled Veterans Chapter #24 – Garrett Hanas – Appreciate donations of wheelchairs. National Convention 

will be in Reno in August. 2020 was 100-year anniversary of DAV. DAV.org for details.  

 

• Distinguished Flying Cross Chapter of East TN – Knoxville (Walter J. ‘Bud’Bacon Chapter) - VVA Chapter 1073 

(Morristown) & VFW Post 3380 (Dandridge) – Whit Whitmore 

 
• East Tennessee Veteran’s Honor Guard – Jim Mungenast- Capt Jerry Neal, a WWII Army Air Corps pilot who 

received the Distinguished Flying Cross turns 100 on April 7. Anyone that would like to send a card to him, his address 

is c/o Leslie Meehan, 701 S 11th St, Nashville, TN 37206. His story can be heard on 

https://themoth.org/storytellers/jerry-neal 

 

 

• East Tennessee Veteran’s Memorial Association - Joleen Dewald – Memorial Day, will have the Reading 

of the Names ceremony beginning at sunrise. Seeking volunteers to read the names.  American Legion 

will follow the reading of the names with their ceremony. 

 

• Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve (ESGR) – Jim Mungenast/Leslie Purser – celebrating 25th 

anniversary of Freedom Award. Wanting to go back and recognize everyone that has received that award. 

Beginning to open for briefings and presentations.  

 

• Enlisted Association of National Guard of Tennessee. SMSgt Christopher Gragg – no report  

 

• Healing Home ETN – Stephanie Trost- no report  

 
• Honor Air - Joe Sutter – Flight 30 to honor women will be on October 6.  

 

• James H Quillen VA Medical Center – Autumn Lowry /Billy Key – Autumn is the Community engagement 
and partnerships coordinator. Her job is to get out in the community and build coalitions to help with veteran 
stressors that lead to suicide. VA suicide prevention tool puts lifesaving information in R.E.A.C.H  
Bridge My Return (BMR) is a free hiring platform connecting Veterans with military-ready employers 
BMR helps translate core military skills for the present workplacehttps://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel/ 

 

• Knights of Columbus, Monsignor Francis D. Grady Assembly 1083 - Henry Usey – no report  
 

• Knoxville Habitat for Heroes – Rick Garner – no report  
 

 

• Knoxville Regional Veterans Mental Health Council – Cindy Winterberger - Council has grown to include 

more community mental health providers, such as Peninsula, Cherokee Health, HRM, and Covenant. The 

community is working together to provide better care for veterans in crisis. Anyone interested in joining, please 

contact Emily Hager. The council is seeking to educate the point of contact when a veteran is in crisis.  

 

• Knox County Veteran Services Office – Tom Humphries – no report  

 

 



 

• Knoxville Vet Center – Lyle Allen – Mobile Vet Center will be attending celebrations and Yellow Ribbon 

events.  

 

• Marine Corps League – Travis Bryan –Several events coming up. See event section for more details.  Contact 

Travis Bryan at travisbryan@reagan.com or website for details.    

 

• Military Order of the Purple Hearts – Chapter 356- Thomas Booker – no report 

• Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) – Bill Potter – no report  

 
• Military Order of the World Wars (MOWW)/ Reserve Officers Assoc.– Bill Grieve – no report  

 

• Mountain Man Memorial March – Joleen Dewald- Virtual run is scheduled for 24 April – 15 May 2021. 

Registration closed on April 1 Fees are $125 for a 5-person team or $30/person.  

 

• Operation Last Mile - SSG Christopher Fairchild – Memorial Day ruck in Rogersville. Also doing a flag 

burning ceremony with local Boy Scouts. Event at D1 on 17 Apr with local high schools sending their most fit 

students to participate in the Army Fitness Test.  

 

• ORNL Veterans Group – Lisa Bollinger – no report  

 

• Project Healing Waters Fly Fishing – Steve Burman no report 

 

• REBOOT Combat Recovery – Darrell Williams–no report 

 

• Rolling Thunder – Carlos Hollifield – no report 
 

• STAR – Horses & Heroes Program –Melissa Abby – STAR serves veterans and active service members 
through equine assisted learning.  These classes are offered FREE and we are also always seeking 
volunteers.  No previous horse experience required.  Contact Melissa Abbey to inquire about classes or 
volunteer.  Melissa@rideatstar.org If your organization would like a table or for us to put out information 
at our tack and craft sale April 10, contact me.  Melissa@rideatstar.org. Have passed the number of 
participants from 2020.  

 

• Team Red White & Blue – Jesse Hawe – no report 

 

• Tennessee Valley Coalition for the Homeless - Brandon Harris – Introduced Chris Taylor, the new CEO. Still 

trying to start a Resource Center in Anderson County for the homeless population.  

 

• Tennessee Veterans Business Associations (TVBA) – Steve Stilts – Job Fair on 30 April at 206 S Calderwood 

Rd, Alcoa TN. Some luncheon tickets remaining. 1:30 until 4:30. Open to all veterans looking for a career 

change or employment. Speakers at the luncheon will be US Senator Marsha Blackburn, US Senator Phil 

Hagerty and US Congressman Tim Burchett.  

 

• United Veterans Council – Natalie Donahue – Hoping to start Saturday Veteran’s breakfasts back soon.  

 

• UT Army ROTC Alumni Council – Geoff Freeman – Golf tournament scheduled for 17 April at Egwani 

Farms. Begins at 8am with shotgun start. Can play, individually or as a team, sponsor the event or sponsor a 

hole. Major fund raiser event of the year, money used to support AROTC cadets.  Still room for additional 

golfers or teams.  

 

• Veterans Appreciation Program – Larry Sharp – no report  
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• Veteran Heritage Site Foundation – Patty McGrew – Sharp Ridge Veteran Memorial Park (329 

Sharp’s Ridge Memorial Drive, Knoxville 37917) clean up on April 24, 9 am to 12.  Meet at the 

overlook. Sharp Ridge clean up, pmcgrew@carishealthcare.com 

• VFW Post 5154 in Maryville – Douglas Burt – Working with Team RWB for a food drive. 1 May 

celebration of 75th Anniversary begins at 4pm. Located behind McGee Tyson Airport. Also having a 

celebration on Memorial Day.  

 

• VVA Chapter 1073 &VFW Post 3380 (Dandridge) & Walter J. ‘Bud’Bacon Chapter Distinguished Flying Cross 

Society, East TN Region- Whit Whitworth – no report  

• Volunteers of America/Supportive Services for Veterans Families/Stand Down – Patti Luttrell -   no 

report  

 

 

Next meeting: Thursday, May 6, 2021 via Zoom.  
 

 

For input or corrections, please contact Kim Spencer 

865/661-9856 or kim@yourplacetoflourish.com  

 

 

 

ETMAC Board of Directors: 

Geoff Freeman, President 865-974-8758 email: gfreema1@utk.edu 

Owen Ragland, Immediate Past President c865-556-6338 or w865-546-7311 

email: oragland@kmfpc.com 

Jess Hernandez, Vice President 865-567-6134 email: Jess.Hernandez@redcross.org 

Derren Burrell, Treasurer 865-771-4243 email: derren@tagresources.com 

Kim Spencer, Secretary 865-661-9856 email:  

kim@yourplacetoflourish.com  

 

Patrice Collins, Board Member & ETMAC Administrator: 865-806-4487  

email: pcollins@knoxvillechamber.com 

Dent Young, Webmaster,  387543@tncap.us 

Capt Willie Posey, At Large Director, 865-274-9901 email: willie.s.posey.mil@mail.mil 

Gina Massey, At Large Director, 865-363-2994 email: gmassey@etmafcu.net 

Tom Humphries, At Large Dir 865-215-5645 Thomas.humphries@knoxcounty.org 

Rick Garner, At Large Director 865-740-2970 email: rgarner@khfh.com 

Leslie Purser, At Large Director 757-537-0734 purserjl@verizon.net  

Cindy Winterberger, At Large Director 865/679-4754 email: cwinterb@covhlth.com 

Robert Brown, ETMAC Calendar 865-458-0759 email: rl_brown@hotmail.com 

Dent Young, Webmaster 387543@tncap.us 
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Unit and Veteran Organization Contact Information 

 

ETMAC 

www.ETMAC.org 
 

A Veteran’s Heart 
https://www.facebook.com/aveteransheart/ Jason Bush 423/231-5418 

 

American Job Center/State of TN Dept of Labor  

 https://www.tn.gov/workforce/jobs-and-education/services-by-group/services-by-group-redirect/job-
placement-for-veterans.html    

 

American Legion 

legionknox.com 

https://www.facebook.com/Post2Knoxville/ - 
 

American Red Cross 

http://www.redcross.org/local/tennessee/local-chapters/east-tennessee 

https://www.facebook.com/RedCrossTN/ 
 

Ben Atchley 

http://www.tsvh.org/ 

https://www.facebook.com/TNStateVetreans/ 

 

       Bunker Labs Knoxville  

        https://chapters.bunkerlabs.org/knoxville/ 
 

Captain Bill Robinson Vietnam Veterans of America Chapter 1078 

http://www.vva1078.org/ 

https://www.facebook.com/vvachapter1078knoxville/ 

Disabled Veterans Chapter 24 

https://www.dav.org 
 

East Tennessee Veterans Memorial Association 

https://etvma.org/ 

https://www.facebook.com/ETVMA/- 
 

Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve (ESGR) 

https://www.esgr.mil/About-ESGR/Contact/Local-State-Pages/Tennessee 

https://www.facebook.com/Tennessee-ESGR-171685266196286/ 
 

Honor Air 

http://www.honorairknoxville.com/ 

https://www.facebook.com/honorair/ 
 

Irreverent Warriors 

dentmanofknoxville@yahoo.com Jesse Hawe 865/773-2128 or Richard Farrer at 

615/490-5715 www.irreverentwarriors.com 
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Knoxville Habitat for Heroes 

https://knoxvillehabitatforhumanity.com/habitat-for-heroes/ 

https://www.facebook.com/KnoxvilleHabitatforHumanity/ 

 

Knights of Columbus Henry Usey 865/246-4413 
 

Knoxville Regional Veterans Mental Health Council 

http://tnvhc.org/ 

 

Knox County Veteran Services Office 

https://www.knoxcounty.org/veterans/ 

thomas.humphries@knoxcounty.org 

Knoxville Vet Center 

https://www.vetcenter.va.gov/ 

Marine Corps League 

http://www.mclknox.org/ 

Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) 

www.moaa.org 

Military Order of Purple Heart (MOPH) Chapter 356 

www.moph356.org Charlie Caldwell 865/368-7289 or cdcardwell49@gmail.com  

Military Order of the World Wars (MOWW) 

www.moww.org 

Mountain Man Memorial March 

http://mountainmanmemorialmarch.com/ 

https://www.facebook.com/TheMountainManMemorialMarch/ 

Project Healing Waters Fly Fishing 

http://www.projecthealingwaters.org/ 

https://www.facebook.com/ProjectHealingWatersKnoxville/ 

REBOOT Combat Recovery 

https://rebootalliance.com/reboot 

https://www.facebook.com/rebootrecovery/ 

Rolling Thunder 

http://www.rollingthundertn3.com/index.php/about-tn3/ 

STAR – Horses and Heroes Program 

https://www.rideatstar.org/heroes--horses.html 
 

Team Red White & Blue. 
www.teamrwb.org 

Tennessee Valley Coalition for the Homeless 

https://tvchomeless.org/ 
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United Veterans Council of East Tennessee, Inc. 
https://www.facebook.com/The-United- 

Veterans-Council-of-East-Tennessee-Inc- 

1912897478820375/? tn =%2Cd%2CP- 

R&eid=ARDShN8_- 

f00QmdnXmMDEJNMfwLIDApNr7_91Imji 

WKt3EQ3mN6n1PfvjgiRHuxaI8czNzRIXwS 

Y7d5t 

UT Army ROTC Alumni Council 

http://alumni.utk.edu/s/1341/alumni/interior_alumni.aspx?sid=1341&gid=2&pgid=7955 

https://www.facebook.com/UTKArmyROTC/ 
 

Veteran Heritage Site Foundation 

http://veteransheritagesite.org/ 
https://www.facebook.com/VeteransHeritageSiteFoundation/ 

 

Volunteers of America Supportive Services for Veterans Families/Stand Down 

https://www.voamid.org/ssvftn 
 

Yellow Ribbon Fund Veteran Caregivers Support Group 

http://www.yellowribbonfund.org/ 
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http://alumni.utk.edu/s/1341/alumni/interior_alumni.aspx?sid=1341&gid=2&pgid=7955
https://www.facebook.com/UTKArmyROTC/
http://veteransheritagesite.org/
https://www.facebook.com/VeteransHeritageSiteFoundation/
https://www.voamid.org/ssvftn
http://www.yellowribbonfund.org/

