
 

Meeting Minutes 

April 6, 2023 

Meeting Location: Via Zoom 

69 Attendees 

 
Upcoming Events 

ONGOING Fundraiser for Operation Honor Guard Info at https://www.wate.com/operation-honor-
guard/ Donate  at Donate today to Operation Honor Guard  

 
Free breakfast Saturdays for veterans and their guests at nine locations in East TN  

from 8:00 am-9:30am. Doors open at 8:00 am; chow lines open at 8:30 am 
 
1st Sat Breakfast Locations: 

− Sevierville First United Methodist Church, 214 Cedar St, Sevierville 

− The Elks Club #160, 5600 Lonas Rd, Knoxville 

2nd Sat Breakfast Locations: 

− Hillcrest United Methodist Church, 1615 Price Ave, Knoxville 

− Kodak UMC 2923 Bryan Rd Kodak 

 

3rd Sat Breakfast Locations: 

- Community Center in Powell, 1708 W. Emory Rd, Powell  

- Dandridge First United Methodist Church 121 E Meeting St., Dandridge 

 

Last Sat: Breakfast locations below: * please note these breakfasts are the LAST SATURDAY OF THE 

MONTH. If there are five Saturdays in a month, there will not be a breakfast that fourth 

Saturday:  

−  DAV Chapter #24, 2600 Holbrook Dr., Knoxville 

−  VFW Post 5154 in Blount County, 2561 Hobbs Rd., Louisville 

−  DAV Tri-County Chapter #26, 530 Kingston Ave, Oliver Springs 

 

Fridays Free Yoga at STAR, from 1:15-2:30pm 11800 Highway 11E, Lenoir City Contact Chelsea 

Taylor at 865/988-4711 or email at chelsea@rideatstar.org  

 

3rd Saturday Veteran Food Pantry 137 N Calderwood St, Alcoa. From 2-4pm. Combatvets18-3.com for 

details.  

 

28 APR Family Fun Day for veterans, service members and their families. Pavilion at Newport City 

Park from 3-6pm. Hosted by Veteran Empowerment Support Team  

29 APR 5th Annual Veterans Heritage Ridge Run at Sharps Ridge Veterans Memorial Park details at 

veteransheritagesite.org.  

10 MAY Vietnam Veterans Pinning Ceremony from 1:30 to 3:30 at Humana Neighborhood Center, 

4438 Western Ave.  
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13 MAY Veterans Horticultural Therapy Workshop from 10am until 3pm at UT Gardens in Knoxville. 

To register, https://utgardens.wildapricot.org/event-5116156 

13 MAY UTK ARMY ROTC Alumni Council General Robert Neyland Golf Outing. For details, 

charitygolftoday.com/UTKArmyROTC http://charitygolftoday.com/UTKArmyROTC  

20 MAY Freedom Reigns Street Festival in downtown Greenback. Begins at 10am.  

20 MAY Freedom Reigns Veterans Memorial Ride from 9am until 3pm, downtown Greenback. Details 

by email thelostvetsrescue2022@gmail.com or 865/314-2363.  

21-22 MAY Vols of Honor Invitational, for information contact foh.org/volsofhonor  

27 MAY Flag placement at LY and JS veteran’s cemeteries at 9am. Pickup of the flags will be on 

Saturday June 3. 

 

 

For a complete listing of events, visit http://www.etmac.org  and click events                                                                             

ETMAC BUSINESS SESSION 

Treasurer’s Report – Tim Thurston  
  

Beginning Balance  

 

 

 

$18,537.09 
Deposits including interest 
 
 
 
Interest  
Int 

2855.01 
Expenses 317.24 

Ending Balance $21,074.86 
 

It is time to pay your 2023 Membership dues.  You may pay online with a debit or credit card at this 

link. https://www.etmac.org/resources/etmac-resources/membership-application/ or mail a check payable 
to ETMAC to Patrice Collins at the Knoxville Chamber: 17 Market Square, #201, Knoxville, TN 37902. 
Donations on our website are also appreciated. 

 
President’s Report – Leslie Purser – Thank you to the Bearden NJROTC for their very nice donation of $1500 to 
ETMAC.  
 
ETMAC News - Patrice Collins – The 2023 ETMAC Veterans Appreciation and Awards Luncheon will 
be held on Thursday, November 9, at the Airport Hilton.  Due to the high increase in food costs for this 
year’s luncheon, ETMAC has had no choice but to raise the ticket price from $30 per person to $40 per 
person and $300 per table of 10 to $400 for a table of 10.  ETMAC had not raised their pricing since 2013. 
This year will celebrate the Army. The parade will be on November 10.  

 
Webmaster’s Report – Dent Young – 388 visitors last month, most from the US, and only a few from 
other countries.  
 
Janet Barnes with Humana – Pinning ceremony for Viet Nam veterans on 10 May from 1:30 until 2:20 at 
Humana Neighborhood Center at 4438 Western Ave.  
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First Time Attendees  

 

•  Patrick Dooley with Riding High  

• Dutch Murray  

• CPT Margaret Page with the 117th 

 

MILITARY UNIT UPDATES 

• 3rd Regiment of the Tennessee State Guard – LTC Gary Phillips – unable to attend 

• 1-100th Engineer Battalion – MAJ Matt Marshall – Their tempo has slowed due to training.  

• 119th Cyberspace Operations Squadron – Maj Ethan Frazier – Col George Haynes Retirement - 42 

years of service in the 119th COS / JFHQ / NGB- Mission expansion meeting - Team met over drill 

weekend, planning going as expected.- AFT Planning - 30Jul-4Aug in Gulfport, MS- Welcomed Maj 

Will Coley into the unit this month from active duty and UT ROTC Super drill 4-7May 

• 1-230 Assault Helicopter Battalion – CPT Hulon Holmes – Fully in swing. All units are back to 

training. Visits coming up for inspections. Rescue in the Smokies in the middle of the night.  

• 134th Air Refueling Wing – Lt Col Travers Hurst – Col Brock is transitioning out of the unit to Y12. 

Drill past weekend and hosted Brig Gen Ross and others. 4 ship MITO exercise.   2 May hosting the 

Tennessee Governors Executive Institute. Col Brock’s retirement ceremony is at 1500 on 6 May.  

• 278th Armored Calvary Unit – LTC Colby Tippens - Troops in motion. Annual Training in June.  

• 332nd Air Force Recruiting Squadron – MSgt Curtis Jones – unable to attend  

• 489th Civil Affairs Battalion – CPT Jacqueline Bradford – unable to attend  

• 844th Engineering Battalion – CPT Brett DeHanas – unable to attend  

• Carson Newman Army ROTC – LTC Frances Young – joint FTX with UTK. Planning an Alumni Hall 
of Fame for this fall. Participating in MMMM. Military Ball upcoming. Graduation is 5 May. They 
have an open position for a GS11 as Recruiting Officer.  

• Coast Guard Recruiting – ME1 Steven Bradshear – unable to attend 

• Coast Guard Auxiliary – Kevin Lindsay – unable to attend 

• D Co 4th Combat Engineer Battalion – Capt Shawn Balent – Troops in motion. Drill 18-21 May.  

• ETSU Army ROTC – CPT Andrew J. Sepulveda – Military Ball, also participated in Spring FTX. 3 
teams in MMMM.  

• I.G. Brown Training and Education Center – SMSgt Amanda Calderon – just graduated 80 students 
each from ALS and NCO academy. 200 students beginning 20 Apr.  

• Knoxville Recruiting Company (Army) – 1st SGT Lyons – Canned good drive yielded 1500 lbs. 27 
units of blood from blood drive. CPT Bustamante is leaving, 18 May will be change of command.  

• Military Entrance Processing Station – LCDR Justin Bergman – Supporting Honor Air. Planning 
retirement on 25 August for LCDR Bergman. CDR Harris is his replacement.  

• National Guard Recruiting and Retention BN – 1LT Daryl Jackson – unable to attend   

• Naval Reserve Center Knoxville – CDR Trier Kissell – unable to attend  

• Tennessee Wing, Civil Air Patrol – Col Dent Young – Have had crews in Indiana and Arkansaw 
imaging the tornado damage. Making final choices for their summer encampment.  

• USCG Auxiliary Division 12 – unable to attend  



• UT Air Force ROTC – Lt Col Tony Estep –Det. 800 recently participated in a Joint FTX with Det. 290 
(University of KY) and Det. 295 (University of Louisville) which had 70 participants. Det. 800 hosted 
recruiting visits for Karns and Morristown East/West JRAFROTC units; on 20 April Rock Hill SC 
High School will be bringing 40 cadets for a detachment visit. 7-11 Apr AAS/SW will be sending 
cadets to NATCON in Las Vegas, NV. On 29 Apr Det. 800 will be participating in GAMA Cup at 
Det. 160 at the University of GA with Clemson and Georgia Tech. Final semester events include: 
Military Ball on 6 May, Awards Day on 9 May and 20 May Commissioning ceremony. 

• UT Army ROTC – LTC Justin Howe – Spring FTX for 5 days. A total of 345 cadets participated. 
Hosting Smoky Mountain Service Dogs on 13 Apr. 14-15 Apr hosting JROTC units. 16 Apr will be 
Dining Out. 19 May will be the commissioning ceremony. 30 scholarship acceptance for incoming 
freshman this fall. UTC also have good numbers. They have 4 pairs of siblings currently, and there 
will be a story on them coming up.  

VETERAN ORGANIZATIONS UPDATES  

• Air and Space Force Association –Dick Webber – 27 Mar:  ETSU Vet Fair (Johnson City). Great 

representation from veteran and education groups. They have an organization very similar to 

ETMAC/shared our table with Johnson City CAP Lt William Cox (Johnson City CAP Cmdr.) plans to 

attend our Holloway Chapter meeting today Planning a joint ASC (Air, Space, and Cyberspace)-like 

event in the Tri-Cities. 31 Mar:  Attended the Bearden Navy JrROTC Detachment Cadet Cmdr. 

Change of Command. 10 Apr:  AFA Star Base brief to TN ANG Adjutant General (Nashville)—

STEM program for Title I Elementary Schools. 19 Apr:  AFA meeting with Lt Gov and local 

representatives (Nashville). 22 Apr:  Cong Fleishman’s All Service Academy Day (1000 @ UT 

Chattanooga) (For interested parents & students). 27 Apr:  Next ASC event hosted by Blount 

Partnership 

• Air Force Sergeant’s Association – Jamie Prince – unable to attend 

• American Legion Post 2 – Joleen Dewald - no report  

• American Red Cross Knoxville – Niky Schiteanu – unable to attend  

• Ben Atchley Veteran’s Home – Doug Ottinger – Have a few empty beds as well as have staff 
openings.  

• Captain Bill Robinson Vietnam Veterans of America Chapter 1078- Pat Polis – 22 March participated 
in the ceremony for the unclaimed veterans. 29 Mar ceremony for National Vietnam Veterans Day. 3 
June hosting veteran picnic at Chilhowee Park.  

 

• CNS/Y-12 Serving our Service Members – Oneta Fioravanti - Mountain Man Memorial March support 

of UT Army ROTC together with Legacies Alive on April 22 with organization and race day events. 

Helping with Quilts of Valor. Positions open here as well as in Texas.  

 

• Caris Health Care – Brenda Palmatier - unable to attend 

• Covenant Health Military Recognition Program – Cindy Winterberger – unable to attend  

• Disabled Veterans Chapter #24 – Dave Swanson – Still recovering from pandemic and trying to 
increase numbers. DAV State Convention will be held at the Ramsey House on 8-12 May.  

• East Tennessee Veteran’s Honor Guard – Jim Mungenast – Thank you to those that participated in the 
ceremony for the unclaimed veterans.    

• East Tennessee Veterans Memorial Association – Joleen Dewald – The 2023 Medal of Honor dinner 
will be held on Monday, May 1 at the Foundry at World’s Fair Park.  Please give Joleen the names of 
those that will be sitting at your table. A few tickets have been returned, so there is some availability.  

  



 
• Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve (ESGR) - Steve Martin – Have been busy with Patriot 

Awards, 4 so far. One also won the Above and Beyond Award. Boss Lift on 18 May. The state of TN 
has two finalists for the Freedom Award, and one is from this area. Knox County Schools. CNS will be 
recognized with a Pro Patria award.  

• East Tennessee Women Veterans Network – Jessica Hodge – unable to attend   

• Farmer Veteran Coalition – Jim Carbone – unable to attend  

• Frontline Gardens – Stephanie Trost – unable to attend 

• Helen Ross McNabb Veterans Services – Lou Danner – unable to attend 

• Honor Air - Joe Sutter –Flight 32 will be 12 April 2023. Most veterans on this flight will be Vietnam 
Veterans.  

• Irreverent Warriors – Christine Shawhan - 4th Annual Silkies Hike downtown Knoxville on May 6th:  
Register on Eventbrite:  https://www.eventbrite.com/e/528033250667. Use the same link to volunteer, 
must be 18 years old.  All day – food and non-alcoholic drinks provided (breakfast, lunch, dinner, 
snacks, oh my!) Be sure to follow our Facebook (IW Knoxville) or Instagram (iw.knoxville) pages for 
more updates and events!   
 

• James H Quillen VA Medical Center – Dean Borsos – they are growing. https://www.va.gov/welcome-

kit/ https://www.benefits.va.gov/BENEFITS/factsheets/serviceconnected/presumption.pdf  

• Knoxville Habitat for Heroes – Rick Garner – no report  

• Knox County Veteran Services Office – Tom Humphries – no update.  

• Knoxville Vet Center – Lyle Allen – Referrals are increasing.  

• Marine Corps League – Susie Schmidt – they have upcoming events. See their website for details.  

• 194 Fleet Reserve Association – Eric Nash - unable to attend 

• MOAA – Bill Potter - unable to attend  

• Military Order of the World Wars (MOWW)/ Reserve Officers Assoc.– Bill Grieve – Preparing for 
ROTC/JROTC medal presentation. Visit ROA.org for details.  

• Mountain Man Memorial March – Justin Howe – The Mountain Man Memorial March, a 501c3, and 
Legacies Alive are looking forward to the 16th Annual MMMM on April 21-22, 2023. Please join us 
by signing up here for the run, march or volunteer opportunities. 
https://runsignup.com/Race/TN/Gatlinburg/MountainManMemorialMarch 

• ORNL/UT Battelle Veterans Group– Col Chris Smith - unable to attend.    

• STAR – Horses & Heroes Program –Chelsea Taylor - unable to attend  

• TN Department of Veteran Services – Knoxville Field Office – Charles McGhee – no report  

• Tennessee Suicide Prevention Network – Emily Hager- unable to attend 

• The Lost Vets Rescue – unable to attend  

• United Veterans Council – Natalie Donahue – Please come to one of the breakfasts. Thanks to all who 
came out to the service for the Unclaimed Veterans.  

• UT Army ROTC Alumni Council - Geoff Freeman – Golf event details in event section. This supports 
scholarships.  

• Veteran Heritage Site Foundation – Marilyn Childress –29 April will be the Ridge Run at Sharps 
Ridge. 10 June Honoring our Veterans Day at the Great Smoky Mountain Heritage Center.   Flag 
placement in the park for Memorial Day begins May 1.  
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• Veterans Mental Health Council – Cindy Winterberger – unable to attend  

• VFW Post 5154 in Maryville – Neal Whetsel – no report  

• Volunteers of America – Deborah Parker – New program manager. Happy to be here.  

Next ETMAC meeting is Thursday, May 4, 2023, via Zoom or in person, we will 
let you know.   

Any input or corrections, please contact Kim Spencer 865/661 9856 or 

kim@yourplacetoflourish.com  

ETMAC Board of Directors: 

Leslie Purser, President C: 757/537-0734  purserjl@verizon.net  

Geoff Freeman, Immediate Past President C: 843/743-5661 gafreeman@comcast.net  

Jim Mungenast, Vice President C: 865/386-5859   bamaforce@aol.com  

Tim Thurston, Treasurer/Membership C: 210/540-4531 timthurston1972@gmail.com  

Kim Spencer, Secretary C:865/661-9856   kim@yourplacetoflourish.com  

Patrice Collins, Board Member & ETMAC Administrator: C: 865/806-4487  
 pcollins@knoxvillechamber.com 

Tom Humphries, Communications Dir W:865/215-5645  Thomas.humphries@knoxcounty.org  

Cindy Winterberger, At Large Director W: 865/679-4754   cwinterb@covhlth.com  

Pat Polis, At Large Director C: 865/659-4450  revpat5@comcast.net  

Patti McGrew, At Large Director C: 865/335-6423  patty.mcgrew@veteransheritagesite.org  

Lyle Allen, At Large Director C: 423/631-2048 W: 865/633-0000 x 4407 lyle.allen@va.gov  

Christine Shawhan, At Large Director C: 682/365-7182 pcshawhan@yahoo.com  

Robert Brown, ETMAC Calendar C: 865/458-0759  rl_brown@hotmail.com  

Dent Young, Webmaster, C: 865/604-8621 W: 865/483-7467  387543@tncap.us  

Unit and Veteran Organization Contact Information 

ETMAC 

www.ETMAC.org  

American Job Center/State of TN Dept of Labor 
https://www.tn.gov/workforce/jobs-and-education/services-by-group/services-by-group-redirect/job-
placement-for-veterans.html or www.jobs4tn.gov  

American Legion 

legionknox.com  

https://www.facebook.com/Post2Knoxville/  

American Red Cross  

http://www.redcross.org/local/tennessee/local-chapters/east-tennessee  

https://www.facebook.com/RedCrossTN/  

Ben Atchley 

http://www.tsvh.org/  
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https://www.facebook.com/TNStateVetreans/  

Bunker Labs Knoxville 

https://chapters.bunkerlabs.org/knoxville/  

 

Captain Bill Robinson Vietnam Veterans of America Chapter 1078  
http://www.vva1078.org/  

https://www.facebook.com/vvachapter1078knoxville/  

Combat Veterans Motorcycle Assoc 18-12 
https://www.cvma18-12.com/upcoming-gatherings.html  
https://www.facebook.com/events/481217796399085  

Disabled Veterans Chapter 24  
https://www.dav.org  

East Tennessee Veterans Memorial Association  https://etvma.org/  

https://www.facebook.com/ETVMA/-  

Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve (ESGR) 

https://www.esgr.mil/About-ESGR/Contact/Local-State-Pages/Tennessee https://www.facebook.com/Tennessee-

ESGR-171685266196286/  

Honor Air 

http://www.honorairknoxville.com/   
https://www.facebook.com/honorair/  

 

Knoxville Habitat for Heroes 
https://knoxvillehabitatforhumanity.com/habitat-for-heroes/  
https://www.facebook.com/KnoxvilleHabitatforHumanity/  

Knights of Columbus Henry Usey 865-246-4413 

Knoxville Regional Veterans Mental Health Council  http://tnvhc.org/  

Knox County Veteran Services Office  https://www.knoxcounty.org/veterans/ thomas.humphries@knoxcounty.org  

Knoxville Vet Center - https://www.vetcenter.va.gov/  

Lost Vets Rescue - thelostvetsrescue2022@gmail.com ; (865) 518-1012 ;  https://thelostvets.org/  

Marine Corps League - http://www.mclknox.org/  

Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) www.moaa.org  

Military Order of the World Wars (MOWW) - www.moww.org  

 

Mountain Man Memorial March 

http://mountainmanmemorialmarch.com/  
https://www.facebook.com/TheMountainManMemorialMarch/  

 

Pets for Vets – Heinz Lauer ceclauer@gmail.com or 865/888-2754 
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Project Healing Waters  FishingJoe.noe@projecthealingwaters.org  629-213-9707 

Rolling Thunder http://www.rollingthundertn3.com/index.php/about-tn3/  

United Veterans Council of East Tennessee, Inc. 

https://m.facebook.com/pages/category/Nonprofit- Organization/The-United-Veterans-Council-of-East-  
Tennessee-Inc- 1912897478820375/  

UT Army ROTC Alumni Council 
http://alumni.utk.edu/s/1341/alumni/interior_alumni.aspx?sid=1341&gid=2&pgid=7955 
https://www.facebook.com/UTKArmyROTC/  

Veteran Heritage Site Foundation http://veteransheritagesite.org/  

https://www.facebook.com/VeteransHeritageSiteFoundation  

Volunteers for Veterans - Noah Rempfer;  nempfer@vols.utk.edu;  434.665.0679 

Volunteer State Honor Guard http://www.milhonors.com  

   

Y12 Servicing our Service Members (SOS) https://www.y12.doe.gov/  Bonnie Harlow (865) 406-4237 

bonnie.harlow@pxy12.doe.gov and Christine Shawhan (865) 410-4815 christine.shawhan@pxy12.doe.gov  
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