ETMAC Meeting Minutes — April 4, 2024
Meeting Location: Knoxville Chamber of Commerce
Attendees: 59

VETERANS BREAKFAST SCHEDULE

Free breakfast for veterans and their guests! Doors open at 8:00 am; chow lines open at 8:30 am.

1st Saturday Breakfast Locations:
e Sevierville First United Methodist Church - 214 Cedar St, Sevierville
e The Elks Club #160 - 5600 Lonas Rd, Knoxville

2nd Saturday Breakfast Locations:
e Hillcrest United Methodist Church - 1615 Price Ave, Knoxville
e Kodak United Methodist Church - 2923 Bryan Rd, Kodak

3rd Saturday Breakfast Locations:
¢ Powell Community Center - 1708 W. Emory Rd, Powell
e Dandridge United Methodist Church - 121 E Meeting St, Dandridge
e Seymour First Baptist Church — 11621 Chapman Hwy, Seymour
e Ebenezer United Methodist Church — 1001 Ebenezer Rd, Knoxville

Last* Saturday Breakfast locations:
e DAV Chapter #24, 2600 Holbrook Dr, Knoxville
VFW Post 5154 in Blount County, 2561 Hobbs Rd, Louisville
DAV Tri-County Chapter #26, 530 Kingston Ave, Oliver Springs
Wears Valley United Methodist Church 3110 Wears Valley Rd, Sevierville
West End Baptist Church — 116 West End St, Newport

* Please note that these breakfasts take place on the LAST SATURDAY OF THE MONTH. If there are five Saturdays in a

month, there will not be any breakfasts on that fourth Saturday!

UPCOMING EVENTS

Veteran Food Pantry - 3rd Saturday each month - 137 N Calderwood St, Alcoa, TN. 2-4pm. www.combatvets18-3.com

e April 20 - Mountain Man Memorial March - www.mountainmanmemorialmarch.com

e  April 27 — 5" VHSF 6t Annual Ridge Run — www.veteransheritagesite.org

e May 3 — Rocky Top Veterans Foundation Casino Night - https://www.eventbrite.com/o/rocky-top-veterans-
foundation-78435178643

e May 4 - East TN Women Veterans — Rummage and Craft Sale - 7721 Norwich Rd, Powell 9:00-2:00

e May 6 - ETWMA Medal of Honor Evening — ETVMA.org

e May 11 — Irreverent Warriors — 2024 Silkies Hike - https://www.eventbrite.com/o/irreverent-warriors-18575340519

e May 11 — UTK Army ROTC Alumni Council — General Robert Neyland Golf Outing -
http://charitygolftoday.com/UTKArmyROTC24

e May 15 - ETWVN - Last day to apply for Women Veterans/Servicemember Scholarship apply at
https://forms.gle/LYofNS9t7ki2igdE6

For a complete listing of events please visit www.etmac.org and click events
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ETMAC BUSINESS SESSION

First Time Attendees

e SGM Rob Corrigan, US Army ret. — Veterans Business Outreach Center
o  Working to bring TAP program back to transitioning service members in our area
e MAJ Michael Medes — 489t Civil Affairs Battalion — New Commander
e Roxine Behrens — US Navy Veteran - WestCare Tennessee
e Nate Sealover — US Navy Veteran - WestCare Tennessee
o WestCare has received funds through the Staff Sargent Parker Gordon Fox Suicide Prevention Grant
Program and would like to partner with Veteran Organizations in using them to help with veteran suicide
prevention most effectively.

Treasury Report — Tim Thurston

Starting Balance: $22,786.71
Savings Interest Income: .76
Regular Income: 2,279.24
Expenses: -555.00

Ending Balance: $24,511.71

Webmaster’s Report — Dent Young — 331 Visitors last month, 13 from China. Veterans Groups and Calendar pages were
most visited.

President’s Report — Leslie Purser — Thank you to East TN Veterans Honor Guard for providing today’s donuts. In two
weeks, the Civilian Aid to Secretary of the Army will hold its conference in Nashville. MG Purser is a CASA and can take
any issues from local Army units to this conference. Please let her know ASAP if you have something to bring forth.

ETMAC News — Patrice Collins — Veterans Luncheon will be on November 12t and Patrice is working on securing a
venue while trying to negotiate favorable pricing, so the attendee cost won’t have to increase this year.

MILITARY UNIT UPDATES

3rd Regiment of the Tennessee State Guard — LTC Gary Phillips — unable to attend

1-100% Engineer Battalion — MAJ Matt Marshall — unable to attend

119th Cyberspace Operations Squadron — Maj Ethan Frazier — Dirill this weekend and next week they will be
participating in trainings with their active-duty mission partners. CGOC, NCO and Jr Enlisted Air Force fraternal
organizations have put together a private group called “Cyber Hounds”. Everyone is excited about it and more details will
follow as the group gets more organized.

1-230 Assault Helicopter Battalion — MAJ Holmes — unable to attend

134th Air Refueling Wing — Col Lee Hartley — Currently the squadron is very busy with many personnel deployed. On
Monday Col. Ron Selvidge left the squadron to take Command of the 380™ Air Expedition Wing. Their Innovation Cell
has a project that has been championed by the Air Mobility Commander and is now heading for Air Force Research for
evaluation. Hosting a JROTC event at the hangar on 4/17.

278th Armored Cavalry Unit — CW4 Brian Culberson — Next week CW4 Culberson will be at Ft Bliss, TX for a sight visit in
preparation of upcoming mobilization. Next weekend’s drill will involve railing vehicles from Ft Campbell to Fort Cavasos,
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TX in preparation for annual training. On April 13 they will participate in the Terry “Max” Haston Arbor Day Dedication
ceremony in Morrison, TN. Major General Haston had served and commanded within the regiment for a long time and still
has strong ties to the organization.

332nd Air Force Recruiting Squadron — Lt Col Mike Wilson — unable to attend

489t Civil Affairs Battalion — MAJ Michael Mendes (new commander) — There will not be much activity in April, but May
10-12 will be home drill weekend. At the end of May, they will be welcoming HHC troops back from Djibouti. June 28 there
will be a change of command welcoming LTC Douglas as the new Battalion Commander.

844th Engineering Battalion — CPT Brett DeHanas — unable to attend

Carson Newman Army ROTC - LTC Frani Young — unable to attend

D Co 4th Combat Engineer Battalion — Capt Douglas Wainwright — Received new engineering surveying and live fire gear.
In March partnered with Front Lines Gardens for a community garden buildout in Morristown. Going back to Ft Campbell
today for live fire and demolition training. Monday the unit was honored to participate in funeral services for Marine Corps
Captain (Ret.) and KPD Officer Joesph Elder.

ETSU Army ROTC — April Cheyne — unable to attend

I.G. Brown Training and Education Center — Lt Col Jacob Corbett — Next Wednesday 130 students will graduate from ALS
& NCOA. They will have a compliance inspection next week.

Knoxville Recruiting Company (Army) — 1LT Franciso Cebreros — Closed March out by exceeding their recruiting goal by
one contract. Next week they will be in Chicago for training.

Military Entrance Processing Station — CAPT Chantrelle Harris — On the morning of April 10 MEPS will be participating in
Honor Air Flight 34 with two volunteer members of the Naval Reserve Center. Later that evening they will meet with their
military partners. The next morning, April 11, will be new recruit orientation. CAPT Harris will be traveling the following
week for training and meetings. First Sergeant Lovelace has officially transitioned into retirement and the MEPS is short
staffed until they can replace him.

National Guard Recruiting and Retention BN — 1LT Daryl Jackson — Sent 50 recruits through MEPS last month with 43
successful completions. New $20K signing bonus incentives for Wheel Mechanic and Fire Control Specialist contracts.

Naval Reserve Center Knoxville — CDR Jeremy Reynard — unable to attend

Tennessee Wing, Civil Air Patrol — Col Dent Young — Updating two aircraft for new water survival requirements. This
involves installing new black boxes in the aircraft. Their purpose is unknown. After completed, the wing will travel to Eglin
AFB for testing/training over water.

UT Air Force ROTC — Capt Nathanael Callon — Last week had 23 underclass cadets selected to continue the program, a
92% selection rate. The next step will take place quickly with Air Force Reserve contracting and then on to summer
training at Maxwell AFB. They went to motivate and encourage JROTC students at Heritage High School and the bad
weather ended up nixing plans for rocket launch project. This weekend they will compete in a big inter ROTC competition
in Lexington. It will be a TN vs KY ROTC detachment competition with major bragging rights on the line. Next weekend
FTX at Blue Grass Armory in Kentucky. Later this month Big Orange Preview will take place and is historically a big event
for the ROTC program. High School students from all over the nation will be coming to UT for a visit. Awards day is
coming up at the close of the semester with 22 local and national awards being presented to their cadets.

UT Army ROTC — LTC Jimmy Lucas — Last month we took 242 cadets to Ft Knox for FTX. On track to take 53 cadets to
summer training. This weekend 40 cadets will be hiking up House Mountain and placing a memorial bench honoring fallen
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heroes at one of the overlooks. Upcoming events include Spring Awards Ceremony 4/18, Mountain Man March 4/20 and
Cadet Commissioning on 5/17.

VETERAN ORGANIZATIONS UPDATES

Air and Space Force Association — Dick Webber — They went to Jefferson Middle School STEAM program on March 7.
On March 28 they attended the Bearden Navy JROTC change of command and were very impressed with the JROTC
program there. On April 9 Prospect Elementary STEAM and ASC event. On April 16 they will attend the AFA Cadet of the
Year Presentation & Open House at the Oak Ridge Civil Air Patrol Squadron. On April 20 Congressman Fleischman will
be hosting All Service Academy Day at UT Chattanooga. April 23 is Campbell County HS College Day. They will attend
the Det 800 (UT AFROTC) Cadet of the year presentation on April 30.

American Legion Post 2 — Joleen DeWald — Meetings have moved from DAV to the Red Cross. Due to the Medal
of Honor Evening on May 6, the meeting for May will take place on Tuesday May 7. // Ongoing Fundraiser: The
American Legion Post 2 is continuing their fundraising campaign to raise the remaining funds needed to build the
American Legion Post 2 Veterans Community Center. Hope to have promising news to report next month! With the
help and support of our local and nationwide military and veteran communities, they hope to break ground by
Veterans Day. Please make checks payable to AL Post 2 Building Fund and mail to AL Post 2, PO Box 52668,
Knoxville, TN 37950-2668. You can also donate online at https:/www.gofundme.com/f/a-century-of-service-
american-legion-post-2

American Red Cross Knoxville — Tom DeHoog — Thank you to the MEPS Commander for allowing American Red
Cross to resume the family briefings to the new Blue Star Family Members.

Ben Atchley State Veteran’s Home — Terry Pate — Last month they had their annual VA survey and inspection and
received a perfect score! Activities are back in swing since COVID, and they are looking for talented people to come and
entertain the veterans.

Captain Bill Robinson Vietnam Veterans of America Chapter 1078 — Pat Polis — Thanks to ETVMA for supporting and
hosting the National Vietnam War Veterans Day ceremony on March 29 at the East TN Veterans Memorial. A reminder
that 1,500 personnel are missing.

CVMA 18-3 — Matty Mathison — Veteran Food Pantry in Blount County on every third Saturday of the month at 1:00 for
ANY veteran that may need a little food help.

CNS/Y-12 Serving our Service Members (SOS) — Patrice reporting for Kristen Rawson — They are sponsoring a Veterans
Breakfast in August, and they are also looking for volunteer activities. Please contact Kristen if you need volunteers for
your projects and /or events.

DAR — Emory Road Chapter — Brenda Strassler — nothing to report

Disabled Veterans Chapter #24 — Garrett Hanas — unable to attend

East Tennessee Veteran’s Honor Guard — Stuart Hall — Last month Lori Tucker with WATE gathered the10 different local
honor guards for a special news story about the Operation Honor Guard program. Their last event raised just over
$70,000. Herb Kramer, USN, who served as a chaplain for all three local honor guards, has passed away and they will be
performing military honors at his funeral on April 10. East Tennessee Veterans Honor Guard member Adrian Marsh, USN
has also passed away and they will be performing military honors at his funeral on April 11.

As always, they are looking for more and younger members to secure the continuity of the program.

East Tennessee Veterans Memorial Association Joleen Dewald — ETVMA Medal of Honor evening will be on May 6. If you
purchased tickets for a guest or purchased a table, please email your guests’ names to Joleen. Individual tickets are
available thanks to some corporate sponsorships.

East Tennessee Women Veterans Network — Jessica Hodge — Currently accepting applications for the Pearl Rich Women
Veterans Educational Scholarship which is open to female service members and veterans who are enrolled or accepted
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for enrollment in a VA accredited school or program for the 2024-2025 academic year. Application can be found at
https://forms.gle/n33MGE7P4HihtgHE9. ETWVN will host a fundraiser rummage sale on May 4 and is seeking donations
of items to sell. Contact Jessica Hodge to schedule a pick-up! Women Veterans Day is June 12! ETWVN is hosting a
Women Veterans Day Luncheon on June 8, and a Women Veterans Day Party (open to the public) on June 12 at Schultz
Brau Brewery.

Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve (ESGR) — Steve Martin & Tommy Cauthen — ESGR is very active in the
Patriot Award program. Please encourage your service members to nominate their outstanding employers. Freedom
award is the big award with only 15 are awarded each year. Out of 1,800 nominees, they are down to 30 finalists with two
Tennessee companies, Ramsey Solutions and Shelby County FD. There is a great need for volunteers and ombudsman
in ESGR right now. The ombudsman program consists of volunteers specially trained in facilitating the USSERA law,
resolving USSERA issues between service members and their employers.

First Horizon Bank Community Resource Group — Paul Ollis — First Horizon celebrated 100 consecutive years in the
banking business on March 25. Also voted by American Military Banking Association as the most veteran friendly bank in
the US.

Fleet Reserve Association — Eric Nash — unable to attend

Helen Ross McNabb Veterans Services — Lou Danner — unable to attend

Honor Air - Joe Sutter — Flight 34 will take place on April 10. This flight will be honoring 127 Vietnam Veterans, 4 Korean
War Veterans and 2 WWII Veterans. Of the Vietnam Veterans participating, 12 are members of the East TN Honor Guard!
Please join the community in providing a welcome home at the airport that evening. A virtual flight is scheduled for August
17 to honor veterans who cannot make a flight to Washington DC. There is a flight planned for women veterans in late
September or early October.

Irreverent Warriors — John Shawhan — The 0.00K event has been postponed until the fall. They are sponsoring the April
20 Veterans Breakfast at Ebenezer United Methodist Church. On April 26 they are hosting a meet and greet event with
live music and a food truck at the Chatterbox Tavern in South Knoxville, which is a veteran owned and operated business.
Their 5" Annual Silkies Hike is on May 11, and they are expecting 250+ veterans to participate. Although the event is fully
funded, they are seeking volunteers and veteran organizations who would like to set up their own information tables and
meet the veteran hikers.

James H Quillen VA Medical Center — Wayne Chiassom — Secretary of VA McDonough came to Knoxville and walked
through the Outpatient Clinic and its many annexed facilities. He determined that there is a need to consolidate the
resources in the Knoxville area so that Veterans do not need to move around the city for various treatments. Co-Hosted
the Appalachian Vet Fair week with over 1,600 attendees and 32 new enrollments which made for a great success overall.
A similar event is coming to the Knoxville area on May 22. They hosted two Vietnam Veterans Day ceremonies. PACT Act
section 103 went into effect on March 5. This removes the phased approach for the Healthcare side of the VA, not the
claims side. Any toxic exposure in the veteran’s record, even stateside, qualifies them for healthcare and/or priority level
upgrade for any exposure related health issues.

KCDC Veteran Housing Development. — Liberty Place - Marisa Moazen — unable to attend

Knoxville Habitat for Heroes — Rick Garner - unable to attend

Knox County Veteran Services Office — Buzz Buswell — Mayor Jacobs is very excited to be an escort on the Honor Air
Flight on April 10! Tom Humphries has submitted his retirement paperwork. Mark Lett will be leaving on April 30 so Tom
will stay until June 30 to assist in training new hires.

Knoxville Regional Veterans Mental Health Council — Cindy Winterberger — unable to attend

Knoxville Vet Center — Lyle Allen — unable to attend
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Marine Corps League #924 — Susie Schmidt — unable to attend

MOAA — Bill Greive — unable to attend

Military Order of the World Wars / Reserve Officers Assoc.— Bill Grieve — Preparing for ROTC and JROTC Medal and
Ribbon presentation.

Mission Phoenix — Kim Russell — unable to attend

Mountain Man Memorial March — Justin Howe — unable to attend

ORNL/UT Battelle Veterans Group — Lisa Bollinger — unable to attend

STAR — Horses & Heroes Program — Chelsea Taylor — unable to attend

The Lost Vets Rescue — Sharon Neumann/William Franklin - unable to attend

TN Department. of Labor & WFD/ American Job Center — Matty Mathison DVOP — There will be a job fair at the AJC on
April 11. On May 22 they will be hosting a big veteran’s employment and resource fair at Pellissippi State Main Campus.
Open to Veterans, Guardsmen, and Reservists. Veterans Organizations wanting to host a table can contact Matty.

TN Department of Veteran Services — Knoxville Field Office — Charles McGhee — unable to attend

United Veterans Council — Natalie Donahue — There are now 13 breakfasts. The first Newport breakfast was last weekend
with 120 veterans in attendance! There are new business cards on the back table that list the dates and locations, and
they are listed in the minutes.

University of Tennessee Medical Center — VETS (Veterans Engaging for Team Support)- John Jeffries — unable to attend

UT Army ROTC Alumni Council - Geoff Freeman — Their biggest fundraiser of the year is the General Robert Neyland Golf
Tournament, and this year it will take place on May 11 at the Egwani Farms Golf Course in Rockford. This fundraiser helps
provide funds for cadet scholarships and other major items needed by the ROTC program. Teams are still needed. You
can sign up as an individual and be assigned to a team. Thanks to everyone who has helped with sponsorships and
teams!

VEW Post 5154 in Maryville — Neal Whetsel — The remodeled VFW 5154 building dedication ceremony takes place
tomorrow, Friday, April 5 at 5:00 with doors opening at 4:00. The post will feature a fully restored AH-1 Cobra and a
vintage Japanese war rifle donated by a WWII veterans’ family.

Veteran Heritage Site Foundation — Marilyn Childress — Sponsors and volunteers are still needed for the Ridge Run on
April 27. It is offering a 5K trail run, 10K ruck race, and a 1-mile family fun walk. Sign-up on the VHSF website. Many of
the local JROTC units will be there competing for the VHSF JROTC Ridge Run Championship Cup that is passed from
school to school as a new winner is celebrated each year. Sponsors are needed for the JROTC teams. Honoring Great
Smoky Veterans’ event on June 15 at 11:00 am at the Great Smoky Mountain Heritage Center. This year WWII Veterans
will be honored. VHSF has a variety of speaking programs that can be scheduled for your organizations.

Veterans Mental Health Council — Cindy Winterberger — unable to attend

Veterans Upward Bound — Daniel Blackburn — No Report

Volunteers of America — Brenda Strassler — No Report

Wallace Real Estate- Leading RE Heroes Program — Carol Hart — unable to attend
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Save The Date:

The next ETMAC meeting will take place at the American Job Center, 2700 Middlebrook Pike, Knoxville on
Thursday, May 2, at 8:30 am

For input or corrections to these minutes, please contact Jessica Hodge at jjhodge@veteransheritagesite.org

ETMAC Board of Directors

Leslie Purser, President 757/537-0734 purserjl@verizon.net

Geoff Freeman, Immediate Past President 843/743-5661 gafreeman@comcast.net

Jim Mungenast, Vice President 865/386-5859 bamaforce@aol.com

Tim Thurston, Treasurer/Membership 210/540-4531 timthurston1972@gmail.com

Jessica Hodge, Secretary & Communications Director 865/765-4494 jjhodge@veteransheritagesite.org
Patrice Collins, Board Member & ETMAC Administrator 865/806-4487 pcollins@knoxvillechamber.com
Lyle Allen, At Large Director 423/631-2048 W: 865/633-0000 x 4407 lyle.allen@va.gov

Justin Howe, At Large Director 931/561-8590 jhowe@windrock-ent.com

Patti McGrew, At Large Director 865/335-6423 patty.mcgrew@veteransheritagesite.org

Christine Shawhan, At Large Director 682/365-7182 pcshawhan@yahoo.com

Kim Spencer, At Large Director 865/661/9856 kim@yourplacetoflourish.com

Doug Ottinger, At Large Director 865/809-9720 W: 865/862-8170 dottinger@tsvh.org

ETMAC Calendar and Website Coordinators:

Robert Brown, ETMAC Calendar 865/458-0759 rl_brown@hotmail.com

Dent Young, Webmaster 865/604-8621 W: 65/483-7467 387543@tncap.us

Veteran Organization Contact Information

ETMAC - www.ETMAC.org
American Job Center/State of TN Dept of Labor - www.jobs4tn.gov

American Legion - www.legionknox.com https://www.facebook.com/Post2Knoxville/

American Red Cross - http://www.redcross.org/local/tennessee/local-chapters/east-tennessee
https://www.facebook.com/RedCrossTN/

Ben Atchley State Veterans Home - http://www.tsvh.org/ https://www.facebook.com/TNStateVetreans/
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Captain Bill Robinson Vietnam Veterans of America Chapter 1078 - www.vva1078.org/
https://www.facebook.com/vvachapter1078knoxville/

Disabled Veterans Chapter 24 - https://www.dav.org
East Tennessee Veterans Memorial Association — www.etvma.org https://www.facebook.com/ETVMA/-

East Tennessee Women Veterans Network www.etnwomenveterans.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/etnwomenveterans

Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve (ESGR) - www.esgr.mil/About-ESGR/Contact/Local-State-Pages/Tennessee
https://www.facebook.com/Tennessee-ESGR-171685266196286/

Honor Air - www.honorairknoxville.com https://www.facebook.com/honorair/
Humana — Janet Storm Barnes 865/329-8892 jstorm-barnes@humana.com

KCDC — Marisa Moazen - mmoazen@kcdc.org

Knoxville Habitat for Heroes — www.knoxvillehabitatforhumanity.com/habitat-for-heroes
https://www.facebook.com/KnoxvilleHabitatforHumanity/

Knoxville Regional Veterans Mental Health Council - www.tnvhc.org

Knox County Veteran Services Office - www.knoxcounty.org/veterans thomas.humphries@knoxcounty.org
Knoxville Vet Center - www.vetcenter.va.gov

Lost Vets Rescue - thelostvetsrescue2022@gmail.com (865) 518-1012 www.thelostvets.org

Marine Corps League - www.mclknox.org

Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) - www.moaa.org

Military Order of the World Wars (MOWW) - www.moww.org

Mountain Man Memorial March — www.mountainmanmemorialmarch.com
https://www.facebook.com/TheMountainManMemorialMarch/

Project Healing Waters FishingJoe.noe@projecthealingwaters.org 629-213-9707
Team RWB Knoxville - Cesar Robles - cesara.robles@yahoo.com (609) 957-2963
United Veterans Council of East Tennessee, Inc. - https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064580774543

UT Army ROTC Alumni Council - http://alumni.utk.edu/s/1341/alumni/interior _alumni.aspx?sid=1341&gid=2&pgid=7955
https://www.facebook.com/UTKArmyROTC/

Veteran Heritage Site Foundation - www.veteransheritagesite.org
https://www.facebook.com/VeteransHeritageSiteFoundation

Volunteers of America - Brenda Strassler 865/338-3372 brendas@voamid.org
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Volunteer State Honor Guard - www.milhonors.com

Y12 Servicing our Service Members (SOS) — Christine Shawhan (865) 410-4815 christine.shawhan@pxy12.doe.gov
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