EAST TENNESSEE MILITARY AFFAIRS COUNCIL

AUGUST 6, 2009 MEETING SUMMARY

UPCOMING MEETINGS AND EVENTS

AUGUST 13" The 278" and ESGR will host a 2009 Employer Recognition
Luncheon at the Foundry (747 World’s Fair Park Drive) at 11:30
a.m. If you would like to attend, please contact David Goodman at
582-3414 or david.goodman2@us.army.mil

AUGUST 16" Vietnam Veterans Welcome Home Ceremony at Fort Campbell,
KY. Vietnam Veterans from all units, branches and services are
invited to participate in this ceremony, which begins at 2 p.m.
(CST). To confirm your attendance, call (270) 885-9096 no later
than August 9, 2009.

AUGUST 27" The Tennessee Committee for ESGR will host a 2009 Employer
Recognition Luncheon at the Armed Forces Club (207 Briscoe Dr.)
at 11:30 a.m. If you would like to attend, please contact David
Goodman at 582-3414 or david.goodman2@us.army.mil

SEPTEMBER 15"  Tennessee Valley Fair Veteran’s Day. All Veteran’s can enter the
fair for $1 and bring up to 3 family members for $1 each. Age 65
and older can enter the fair for free that day.

SEPTEMBER 19" 2009 Marine Mud Run. Organized by the Marine Corps League
and Company D, 4™ Combat Engineer Battalion. Go to

mclknox.org to register.

STAY CURRENT: WWW.ETMAC.ORG

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS:

The meeting of the East Tennessee Military Affairs Council was held on Thursday,
August 6™ at the Knoxville Chamber, Joseph Mazzola presiding. A total of 54 members
and guests were present. The summary of the July meeting was approved. The treasurer’s
report shows an end of the month balance as of July 31* of $8,103.21.

DISCUSSION ITEMS:

East Tennessee Veterans Memorial Association (Mike Crawford): Later this year,
ETVMA will add new names to the memorial and there will be a ceremony for the new
names. If anyone who visits the memorial and finds any problems with the kiosks,
appearance of the memorial or the grounds, please call Mike Crawford at 525-1251.



Honor Air (Sam Hardman): Honor Air Knoxville has updated its webpage. Check it
out at www.honorairknoxville.com

Ben Atchley State Veterans Home (Taylor Wyrick): Mr. J.D. Norton has been re-
elected as the President of the Resident Council. On September 16", there will be an
employee and family appreciation picnic at the Ben Atchley State Veterans Home.

Knox County Veterans Service Office (Chuck Jones): The Veterans Service office
served 116 Veterans in the office and answered 142 phone calls regarding VA benefits in
July 2009. They also provided outreach to the community. The Department of Veterans
Affairs has paid Knox County Veterans, who are entitled to VA benefits $32,956,060.00
from 7/1/2008 thru 6/30/2009.

Web Site (Laimon Godel): Last months web-site activity had 999 visitors with an
average of 49 visitors a day. China and Russia were the most active countries following
the United States. If any organizations have a public newsletter they want distributed,
please send it to Laimon Godel.

American Red Cross (Jess Hernandez): Received a new grant which will run
September 1, 2009 thru the end of May, 2010 for approximately $80,000 and is looking
for military and Veteran programs that are self-sustaining and would be able to continue
after the grant runs out.

3" Annual East Tennessee Veterans Business Conference (Doug Minter): The
conference was held on August 4 at the New Hope Center, 602 Scarboro Road, Oak
Ridge, TN. The purpose of the Veterans Business Conference is to increase business
opportunities for service-disabled veteran and veteran-owned small businesses. Over 350
Veterans showed up for the conference.

Tennessee Valley Fair (Kim Davis): On Tuesday, September 15, 2009, will be
Veteran’s day at the Fair. All Veteran’s can enter the fair that day for an admission price
of $1 and you can bring up to 3 family members for the same price. If your 65 or older
you and enter the fair for free on that day.

Veterans Day Parade (Joe Mazzola): Groups interested in participating in the parade
please check out the American Legion Post 2 website
http://legionknox.org/html/annual_parade.html for the application. This year’s parade
will highlight POW/MIA and the service being honored is the Navy.

Joseph Jarret, chief deputy county attorney for Knox County, Tennessee, and former
county attorney for Polk County, was presented the Gordon Johnston Public Service
Award by the Florida Association of County Attorneys, which recognizes a local
government attorney who significantly contributes to the ethical and professional practice
of local government law.



SENIOR ROTC UNITS

UT Air Force ROTC (Captain James Carbone): Will be having a Dining-Out in
November with Lt. General Frank Klotz as the guest speaker. Details are still being
worked out. This summer, 21 cadets completed field training.

UT Army ROTC (LTC David Leach): Cadets trained this summer in Fort Lewis, WA.

MILITARY UNIT ACTIVITY

US Army Recruiting Company (Tom DeHoog): Mentioned the loss of Knoxville
soldier Pvt. Patrick Fitzgibbon, who was killed in Afghanistan.

Military Entrance Processing Station (Lt Commander Neely): Marine Lance Cpl.
Gregory Posey, who was killed on July 30™, 2009 and Army Pvt. Patrick Fitzgibbon, who
was killed August 1%, 2009 were both processed at the Knoxville, TN MEPS. SFC
Delores Livingston has been nominated for USMEPCOM military member of the year.

I.G. Brown Training and Education Center (Chaplain (Lt. Col.) Stanley Giles): The
last Academy of Military Science (AMS) class recently graduated. After 38 years at
McGhee-Tyson, AMS will move to Maxwell Air Force Base, AL.

ESGR (John Dyess and Jack D’Araujo): Supported Yellow Ribbon Programs for the
278" and the 844™. Would like improve the employability of our soldiers who are
currently deployed and help them find jobs when they return. Anyone interested in
joining ESGR, please contact John Dyess. On August 13", 2009, the 278" and ESGR
will host a 2009 Employer Recognition Luncheon at the Foundry at 11:30 a.m. On
August 27", 2009, ESGR will host a 2009 Employer Recognition Luncheon at the Armed
Forces Club at 11:30 a.m. If you would like to attend, please contact David Goodman at
582-3414 or david.goodman2(@us.army.mil

844™ Engineering Battalion (SGT Josh Richardson): Presented a letter to ETMAC on
behalf of Colonel Roth. Anyone interested in emailing Colonel Roth please email SGT
Josh Richardson at joshua.richardson1(@usar.army.mil and he will forward it directly to
Colonel Roth. Conducted a successful Yellow Ribbon Program on July 25™ and wants to
thank all organizations that supported the event.

Navy Reserve Center (Commander Darren Pontier): ID Cards are available Monday
thru Friday by appointment. There will be a Navy week from September 1* thru
September 7" that will be in conjunction with Boomsday. Commander Pontier will be
transferring in September.

Marine Reserve Company D, 4™ Combat Engineer Battalion (Captain Joseph
Easterling): Anyone interested in sending a care package to a Marine that is deployed to
Iraq or Afghanistan, please send an email to joseph.easterling@usmc.mil




489™ Civil Affairs Company (Major Brian Bailey): The Company just returned from
the Point of Africa. Fiscal year 2010 will be the first year since September 11, 2001 that
the company will not have any deployments.

Marine Corps League (Laimon Godel): In conjunction with Company D, 4™ Combat
Engineer Battalion, the 2009 Mud Run will be on September 19", 2009 at Melton Hill
Park. Go to mclknox.org to register.

Amvets Riders Chapter 7 (Bruce McElhaney): There will be a Veteran’s Day Parade
in Morristown, TN. More details to come.

Respectfully Submitted,
Nathan Weinbaum, Secretary

East Tennessee Military Affairs Council
nathan.weinbaum(@knoxcounty.org




