
Meeting Minutes 

August 3, 2023  
Meeting Location: Knoxville Chamber of Commerce  

  
  
Upcoming Events 
Ongoing Fundraiser:  
 The American Legion Post 2 has kicked off a fundraising campaign to raise the remaining 

funds needed to build the American Legion Post 2 Veterans Community Center. A 
GoFundMe campaign has been set up, and with the help and support of our local and 
nationwide military and veteran communities, they hope to break ground by Veterans Day. 
Here is the link: Post 2 Donation for Veteran Community Center 

 If you prefer to mail a check, please make payable to AL Post 2 Building Fund and mail to 
AL Post 2, PO Box 52668, Knoxville, TN 37950-2668 

 
 

Free breakfast Saturdays for veterans and their guests now at ten locations in East TN  
from 8:00 am-9:30am. Doors open at 8:00 am; chow lines open at 8:30 am 

 
1st Sat Breakfast Locations: 

− Sevierville First United Methodist Church, 214 Cedar St, Sevierville 

− The Elks Club #160, 5600 Lonas Rd, Knoxville 

2nd Sat Breakfast Locations: 

− Hillcrest United Methodist Church, 1615 Price Ave, Knoxville 

− Kodak UMC 2923 Bryan Rd Kodak 

 

3rd Sat Breakfast Locations: 

- Community Center in Powell, 1708 W. Emory Rd, Powell  

- Dandridge United Methodist Church 121 E Meeting St., Dandridge 

 

Last Sat: Breakfast locations below: * please note these breakfasts are the LAST SATURDAY OF THE 

MONTH. If there are five Saturdays in a month, there will not be a breakfast that fourth 

Saturday:  

−  DAV Chapter #24, 2600 Holbrook Dr., Knoxville 

−  VFW Post 5154 in Blount County, 2561 Hobbs Rd., Louisville 

−  DAV Tri-County Chapter #26, 530 Kingston Ave, Oliver Springs 

−     Wears Valley United Methodist Church 3110 Wears Valley Rd, Sevierville  

 

Fridays Free Yoga at STAR, from 1:15-2:30pm 11800 Highway 11E, Lenoir City Contact Chelsea 

Taylor at 865/988-4711 or email at chelsea@rideatstar.org  

 

3rd Saturday Veteran Food Pantry - 137 N Calderwood St, Alcoa, TN. From 2-4pm. Go to 

https://combatvets18-3.com/ for more details.  

 

https://www.gofundme.com/f/a-century-of-service-american-legion-post-2?member=26966347&utm_campaign=p_lico+share-sheet&utm_medium=email&utm_source=customer
mailto:chelsea@rideatstar.org
https://combatvets18-3.com/


23 AUG Veterans Mobile Food Pantry from 10am until noon at New Market Baptist Church 921 

Churchview St, New Market.  

 

26 AUG  Army SSG Ryan Knauss and the Kabul 13 Memorial Event from 10am until 3pm at Gibbs 

Ruritan Park 7827 Tazewell Pike in Corryton. Memorial Ride begins at 10am leaving from 7326 

Maynardville Pike  

 

9 SEP Air/Space/Cyber Expo from 10am until 2pm at Technical Education Complex of Northeast State 

Community College. For tickets, https://www.eventbrite.com and search for Air/Space/Cyber 

EXPO.   

 

15 SEP National POW/MIA Recognition Day hosted by Bill Robinson Vietnam Veterans of America 

Chapter 1078 Held at East TN Veterans Memorial at World’s Fair Park -  401 Henley St 

Knoxville. For details contact Marilyn Childress at 678-920-1989 or 

Marilyn.childress@veteransheritagesite.org  

  

16 SEP Marine Mud Run at Melton Hill Park. For details, www.mclknoxville.org/mud-run 

1 OCT War Dog Memorial March at 1:30 at Pellissippi State’s Hardin Valley Campus for details, 

www.veteransheritagesite.org 

19-22 OCT 12Outdoors event at the Townsend Visitors Center. For details - www.12outdoors.com 

 

9 NOV  38th Annual ETMAC Veterans Appreciation and Awards Luncheon at the Airport Hilton. Click 

  Here to register - https://www.etmac.org/veterans-luncheon/    
 

 For a complete listing of events, visit http://www.etmac.org  and click events                                                                             

ETMAC BUSINESS SESSION 

Treasurer’s Report – Tim Thurston  
  

Beginning Balance  

 

 

 

$24,418.94 
Deposits including interest 
 
 
 
Interest  
Int 

5,496.40 
Expenses 206.00 

Ending Balance $29,709.34 

 

It is time to pay your 2023 Membership dues.  You may pay online with a debit or credit card at this link. 

https://www.etmac.org/resources/etmac-resources/membership-application/ or mail a check payable to ETMAC 

to Patrice Collins at the Knoxville Chamber: 17 Market Square, #201, Knoxville, TN 37902. Donations on our 

website are also appreciated. 
 

President’s Report – Owen Ragland - Congratulations to the commanders that are retiring, we wish you the 
best and hope you stay in the area. 
 
ETMAC News - Patrice Collins – Welcome to all the new commanders. The 2023 ETMAC Veterans 
Appreciation and Awards Luncheon will be held on Thursday, November 9, at the Airport Hilton. Tickets 
are $40 for individuals and $400 for a table of 10. Tickets are selling fast, so get your reservations in ASAP.  
https://www.etmac.org/veterans-luncheon/ 
Commanders, please send in your honoree’s information sheet and head-shot photo as soon as possible. 
Also let Patrice know how many additional seats you need for your unit besides the two ETMAC covers for 
the honoree and his/her guest.  If you choose not to submit an honoree, let Patrice know so she can hound 
you until you change your mind. (In other words, send in your nominee).  

https://www.eventbrite.com/
mailto:Marilyn.childress@veteransheritagesite.org
http://www.mclknoxville.org/mud-run
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.12outdoors.com&d=DwMF-g&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=M6rw8DkS8ckkr25VWhA7cgQDg03lf9yoTg7xa0VgD-M&m=gomO878dphY6GhJQODy5rR2XuE-9u0w7WTt_5Wj4beM&s=N1SkyPqvCuzkBd7DJls8YGx9JheB-RH0u_fSxHt1tKk&e=
https://www.etmac.org/veterans-luncheon/
http://www.etmac.org/
http://and/
http://and/
http://and/
https://www.etmac.org/resources/etmac-resources/membership-application/
https://www.etmac.org/veterans-luncheon/


 
Webmaster’s Report – Dent Young 334 visitors, most for the Luncheon and Veterans Groups.  
 
Jeff Jeffries from UT’s Medical Center VETS program  

First Time Attendees  

 

• Douglas Wainwright with CoD 4th CEB 

• Lee Yuen with CoD 4th CEB  

• Carol Hart with Wallace Realty  

• James Lucas with UTK Army ROTC 

• CMSgt Catharine Schmidt with IG Brown TEC  

• Marlin Helms with Smoky Mtn Submarine Veterans 

• Col Bart Wilder with the 134th ARW 

• Lee Vaughan  

 

MILITARY UNIT UPDATES 

• 3rd Regiment of the Tennessee State Guard – LTC Gary Phillips – unable to attend  

• 1-100th Engineer Battalion – MAJ Matt Marshall – unable to attend  

 

• 119th Cyberspace Operations Squadron – Maj Latashia Posey – unable to attend  

• 1-230 Assault Helicopter Battalion – CPT Hulon Holmes – unable to attend  

• 134th Air Refueling Wing –Col Bart Wilder – troops have been in motion, and we enjoyed training with 

our partners overseas. Unit Effectiveness Inspection is coming up in October and we are preparing for 

that.  Deploying 300 people next year, over two deployments. Lots of maintenance is ongoing. Final 

selection for the KC-46 in process.  

• 278th Armored Calvary Unit – LTC Colby Tippens – renovation ongoing.  Modernizing our vehicles 

and they are being used across the globe.  

• 332nd Air Force Recruiting Squadron – MSgt Curtis Jones – unable to attend  

• 489th Civil Affairs Battalion – MAJ Kyle Collins – unable to attend  

• 844th Engineering Battalion – CPT Brett DeHanas – troops in motion. Visit from Commanding General.  

• Carson Newman Army ROTC – LTC Frances Young – unable to attend  

• Coast Guard Recruiting – ME1 Steven Bradshear – unable to attend 

• Coast Guard Auxiliary – Kevin Lindsay – unable to attend 

• D Co 4th Combat Engineer Battalion – 1st Sgt Leland Braun – new CDR Capt Doug Wainwright and 
new 1st Sgt Lee Yuen. Last AT for fiscal year coming up.  

• ETSU Army ROTC – CPT Andrew J. Sepulveda – unable to attend  

• I.G. Brown Training and Education Center – CMSgt Catharine Schmidt – 130 students coming in. 
Several went to Denmark in an exchange program to see their training programs.  

• Knoxville Recruiting Company (Army) – 1LT Francisco Cebreros – Will be attending the 
Maryville/Alcoa game. Looking to gain visibility at UT and local high schools.   

• Military Entrance Processing Station – LCDR Justin Bergman – Justin’s retirement ceremony and 
Change of Command is on 25 August. They are now allowing family members in to witness Oath of 
Enlistment Ceremony. They are hoping to open it up to more visitors.  



• National Guard Recruiting and Retention BN – SFC Jeremie Lindsey – unable to attend  

• Naval Reserve Center Knoxville – CDR Trier Kissell – unable to attend 

• Tennessee Wing, Civil Air Patrol – Col Dent Young – no report  

• USCG Auxiliary Division 12 – unable to attend  

• UT Air Force ROTC – Lt Col Damien Johnson – Preparing for new semester. Classes begin on 23 
August. Planning on a flyover for the Texas A&M game.  

• UT Army ROTC – LTC Justin Howe – Last meeting for Justin. Scholarship requests are down by about 
1000/year over the past 5 years. Branch assignments coming up for upperclassmen. UT’s cadets are 
scoring above the national average. 70 new cadets are coming in. 4 cadets will be commissioned on 18 
August.  

VETERAN ORGANIZATIONS UPDATES  

• Air and Space Force Association –Joe Sutter – Next Air Space and Cyber Space event is 9 Sept in 
Morristown. Annual business meeting 9-10 Sept in DC. Golf Tournament will be on Columbus Day. 
Membership event coming up on 21 October.  

• Air Force Sergeant’s Association – Jamie Prince – unable to attend 

• American Job Center – David McDonough – Multi County Job Fair on 19 Sept in Lenoir City.  

• American Legion Post 2 – Joleen DeWald – 7 October Car and Motorcycle Show. Gathering flags for 
retirement.  

• American Red Cross Knoxville – Tom DeHoog – no report   

• Ben Atchley Veteran’s Home – Doug Ottinger – unable to attend   

• Captain Bill Robinson Vietnam Veterans of America Chapter 1078- Pat Polis –National Convention in 

Orlando. Voting to dissolve VVA on the national level, chapters in individual states will remain under 

different status.  Wreaths Across America are working to cover all graves this year, about 20k.  

• CNS/Y-12 Serving our Service Members – Christine Shawhan – They support Heroes and Horses and 

host a social time each Friday from 10:45 until noon.  16 Sept supporting Mud Run.  

 

• Caris Health Care – Brenda Palmatier - unable to attend 

• Covenant Health Military Recognition Program – Cindy Winterberger – unable to attend  

• Disabled Veterans Chapter #24 – David Stanton – unable to attend 

• East Tennessee Veteran’s Honor Guard – Stuart Hall – unable to attend  

• East Tennessee Veterans Memorial Association – Joleen Dewald – Annual Clay Shoot on 27 October. 
Larry Taylor from Chattanooga will be awarded the Medal of Honor.  
 

• Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve (ESGR) - Steve Martin –The winners of the Freedom 
Award have been announced and Tennessee has two of them, one here in Knoxville, the Knox County 
School System. The ceremony will be held at the Pentagon on 30 August. 7 September Tennessee and 
NC personnel will be hosting Dept of the Interior.  

• East Tennessee Women Veterans Network – Jessica Hodge – unable to attend 

• Fleet Reserve Association – Eric Nash – Navy/Marine/Coast Guard association.  

• Frontline Gardens – Stephanie Trost – Thank you to Delta Co. for their help on a project. Have an 
association with the Red Cross in Colorado and are hoping to take the program nationwide. History 
Channel is doing a special and Stephanie’s husband will be featured.  



• Helen Ross McNabb Veterans Services – Lou Danner – unable to attend 

• Honor Air - Joe Sutter –Flight 33 will be on October 4.  All veterans and escorts have been notified.  

• Humana – Janet Storm Barnes – unable to attend  

• Irreverent Warriors – Christine Shawhan – Social gathering on 10 August.  

• James H Quillen VA Medical Center – Dean Borsos – unable to attend 

• Knoxville Habitat for Heroes – Rick Garner unable to attend   

• Knox County Veteran Services Office – Tom Humphries – unable to attend  

• Knoxville Regional Veterans Mental Health Council – Cindy Winterberger – unable to attend 

• Knoxville Vet Center – Lyle Allen – Available to attend your events.  

• Marine Corps League #924 – Eric Nash – Mud Run on 16 September.  

• MOAA – Bill Potter - unable to attend  

• Military Order of the World Wars (MOWW)/ Reserve Officers Assoc.– Bill Grieve – unable to attend 

• Mountain Man Memorial March – Justin Howe –Next year’s event will be 19-20 April 2024.  

• National Guard Employment Enhancement Program – Karena Lollis – unable to attend 

• ORNL/UT Battelle Veterans Group– Col Chris Smith/Melissa Harvey – They are hiring a nuclear fuel 
and fabrication engineer. 😊  

• STAR – Horses & Heroes Program –Chelsea Taylor – unable to attend    

• TN Department of Veteran Services – Knoxville Field Office – Charles McGhee – unable to attend 

• Tennessee Suicide Prevention Network – Emily Hager- unable to attend 

• The Lost Vets Rescue – unable to attend  

• United Veterans Council – Natalie Donahue – There are 10 veteran breakfasts in the area, and still 
adding more. They are seeking support for breakfasts. We are beginning work on Wreaths Across 
America. The cost per wreath has increased.   

• University of Tennessee Medical Center – VETS (Veterans Engaging for Team Support)- John Jeffries – 
See report above.  

• UT Army ROTC Alumni Council - Geoff Freeman – unable to attend  

• Veteran Heritage Site Foundation – Marilyn Childress –Rededication of the War Dog Memorial at the 
UT Ag Center was a great success. 24 Sept will be Gold Star Family Day at Ramsey House at 3pm. 1 
Oct will be the War Dog March.  See event section for details.  

• Veterans Mental Health Council – Cindy Winterberger – unable to attend  

• Veterans Pre-College Program – Daniel Blackburn - They have been able to recruit most of their goal 
thanks to ETMAC  

• VFW Post 5154 in Maryville – Neal Whetsel – The repairs should be complete by 2 September. New 
officers being installed.  

• Volunteers of America – Brenda Strassler – unable to attend  

• Vols of Honor – Dutch Murray - unable to attend  

 

Save the date: Our next meeting will be held on Thursday, September 7 at 8:30 am 
at the Knoxville Chamber – 17 Market Square, #201, Knoxville, TN 37902. 



 

Any input or corrections to these minutes, please contact Kim Spencer at 

865-661 9856 or at kim@yourplacetoflourish.com  

Effective this week, Jessica King is our new ETMAC Secretary, and Jessica is also our new Communications 

Director.  She can be reached at jjhodge@veteransheritagesite.org.  

ETMAC Board of Directors: 

Leslie Purser, President C: 757/537-0734  purserjl@verizon.net  

Geoff Freeman, Immediate Past President C: 843/743-5661 gafreeman@comcast.net  

Jim Mungenast, Vice President C: 865/386-5859   bamaforce@aol.com  

Tim Thurston, Treasurer/Membership C: 210/540-4531 timthurston1972@gmail.com  

Jessica Hodge, Secretary & Communications Director, jjhodge@veteransheritagesite.org of 865/765-4494 

Patrice Collins, Board Member & ETMAC Administrator: C: 865/806-4487  
 pcollins@knoxvillechamber.com 

Cindy Winterberger, At Large Director W: 865/679-4754   cwinterb@covhlth.com  

Pat Polis, At Large Director C: 865/659-4450  revpat5@comcast.net  

Patti McGrew, At Large Director C: 865/335-6423  patty.mcgrew@veteransheritagesite.org  

Lyle Allen, At Large Director C: 423/631-2048 W: 865/633-0000 x 4407 lyle.allen@va.gov  

Christine Shawhan, At Large Director C: 682/365-7182 pcshawhan@yahoo.com  

Robert Brown, ETMAC Calendar C: 865/458-0759  rl_brown@hotmail.com  

Dent Young, Webmaster, C: 865/604-8621 W: 865/483-7467  387543@tncap.us  

Unit and Veteran Organization Contact Information 

ETMAC 

www.ETMAC.org  

American Job Center/State of TN Dept of Labor 
https://www.tn.gov/workforce/jobs-and-education/services-by-group/services-by-group-redirect/job-
placement-for-veterans.html or www.jobs4tn.gov  

American Legion 

legionknox.com  

https://www.facebook.com/Post2Knoxville/  

American Red Cross  

http://www.redcross.org/local/tennessee/local-chapters/east-tennessee  

https://www.facebook.com/RedCrossTN/  

Ben Atchley 

http://www.tsvh.org/  
https://www.facebook.com/TNStateVetreans/  

Bunker Labs Knoxville 

https://chapters.bunkerlabs.org/knoxville/  

mailto:kim@yourplacetoflourish.com
mailto:%20purserjl@verizon.net
mailto:gafreeman@comcast.net
mailto:%20%20bamaforce@aol.com
mailto:210/540-4531%20timthurston1972@gmail.com
mailto:jjhodge@veteransheritagesite.org
mailto:%20pcollins@knoxvillechamber.com
mailto:%20%20cwinterb@covhlth.com
mailto:%20revpat5@comcast.net
mailto:%20patty.mcgrew@veteransheritagesite.org
mailto:lyle.allen@va.gov
mailto:pcshawhan@yahoo.com
mailto:%20rl_brown@hotmail.com
mailto:387543@tncap.us
http://www.etmac.org/
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.tn.gov_workforce_jobs-2Dand-2Deducation_services-2Dby-2Dgroup_services-2Dby-2Dgroup-2Dredirect_job-2Dplacement-2Dfor-2Dveterans.html&d=DwMFAg&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=M6rw8DkS8ckkr25VWhA7cgQDg03lf9yoTg7xa0VgD-M&m=BuCg8UNnWMTis1QvugrhOjAxj6VBsfx8nOk5PL7doLg&s=9HPKEThpyXJz3JCJgDN20U3vbpOxmXKp12XeAFkJyNs&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.tn.gov_workforce_jobs-2Dand-2Deducation_services-2Dby-2Dgroup_services-2Dby-2Dgroup-2Dredirect_job-2Dplacement-2Dfor-2Dveterans.html&d=DwMFAg&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=M6rw8DkS8ckkr25VWhA7cgQDg03lf9yoTg7xa0VgD-M&m=BuCg8UNnWMTis1QvugrhOjAxj6VBsfx8nOk5PL7doLg&s=9HPKEThpyXJz3JCJgDN20U3vbpOxmXKp12XeAFkJyNs&e=
http://www.jobs4tn.gov/
http://legionknox.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Post2Knoxville/
http://www.redcross.org/local/tennessee/local-chapters/east-tennessee
https://www.facebook.com/RedCrossTN/
http://www.tsvh.org/
https://www.facebook.com/TNStateVetreans/
https://chapters.bunkerlabs.org/knoxville/


 

Captain Bill Robinson Vietnam Veterans of America Chapter 1078  
http://www.vva1078.org/  

https://www.facebook.com/vvachapter1078knoxville/  

Combat Veterans Motorcycle Assoc 18-12 
https://www.cvma18-12.com/upcoming-gatherings.html  
https://www.facebook.com/events/481217796399085  

Disabled Veterans Chapter 24  
https://www.dav.org  

East Tennessee Veterans Memorial Association  https://etvma.org/  

https://www.facebook.com/ETVMA/-  

Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve (ESGR) 

https://www.esgr.mil/About-ESGR/Contact/Local-State-Pages/Tennessee https://www.facebook.com/Tennessee-

ESGR-171685266196286/  

Honor Air 
http://www.honorairknoxville.com/   
https://www.facebook.com/honorair/  
 
Humana – Janet Storm Barnes 865/329-8892 jstorm-barnes@humana.com  
 
KCDC – Marisa Moazen -  mmoazen@kcdc.org 

Knoxville Habitat for Heroes 
https://knoxvillehabitatforhumanity.com/habitat-for-heroes/  
https://www.facebook.com/KnoxvilleHabitatforHumanity/  

Knights of Columbus Henry Usey 865-246-4413 

Knoxville Regional Veterans Mental Health Council  http://tnvhc.org/  

Knox County Veteran Services Office  https://www.knoxcounty.org/veterans/ thomas.humphries@knoxcounty.org  

Knoxville Vet Center - https://www.vetcenter.va.gov/  

Lost Vets Rescue - thelostvetsrescue2022@gmail.com ; (865) 518-1012 ;  https://thelostvets.org/  

Marine Corps League - http://www.mclknox.org/  

Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) www.moaa.org  

Military Order of the World Wars (MOWW) - www.moww.org  

 

Mountain Man Memorial March 
http://mountainmanmemorialmarch.com/  
https://www.facebook.com/TheMountainManMemorialMarch/  

 

Pets for Vets – Heinz Lauer ceclauer@gmail.com or 865/888-2754 

Project Healing Waters  FishingJoe.noe@projecthealingwaters.org  629-213-9707 
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Rolling Thunder http://www.rollingthundertn3.com/index.php/about-tn3/  

United Veterans Council of East Tennessee, Inc. 

https://m.facebook.com/pages/category/Nonprofit- Organization/The-United-Veterans-Council-of-East-  
Tennessee-Inc- 1912897478820375/  

UT Army ROTC Alumni Council 
http://alumni.utk.edu/s/1341/alumni/interior_alumni.aspx?sid=1341&gid=2&pgid=7955 
https://www.facebook.com/UTKArmyROTC/  

Veteran Heritage Site Foundation http://veteransheritagesite.org/  

https://www.facebook.com/VeteransHeritageSiteFoundation  

Volunteers for Veterans - Noah Rempfer;  nempfer@vols.utk.edu; 434.665.0679 

Volunteers of America – Brenda Strassler 865/338-3372 brendas@voamid.org 

Volunteer State Honor Guard http://www.milhonors.com  

   

Y12 Servicing our Service Members (SOS) https://www.y12.doe.gov/  Bonnie Harlow (865) 406-4237 

bonnie.harlow@pxy12.doe.gov and Christine Shawhan (865) 410-4815 christine.shawhan@pxy12.doe.gov  
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