ETMAC December 2006 Meeting

Welcome and Introductions

The meeting was held on December 7 at the Knoxville Area Chamber
Partnership Offices at 17 Market Square. President Young presided over
the meeting. A total of 20 members and guests were present.

The minutes of the November Meeting were approved. The treasury
has a balance of $6,310 in operating funds and $150 in Kroger certificates.
Annual dues of $25 for individual members and $100 for organizational
members are due in January.

Discussion Items

Web Site (Laimon Godel)

The web site had a total of 2,883 visitors last month, including visits
from several foreign countries. If you visit the web site at etmac.org and
see information on your organization or unit that is not current, please
provide an update. The calendar is one of the most popular pages.

Veterans Nursing Home (Fred Sherrod)

The first residents are expected in January. The waiting list is
already above 400. Those interested can sign up and get a sequence number.
If they call with an opening and you decline your name goes to the bottom of
the sequence list.

East Tennessee Veterans Memorial (Kimberly Lauth)

The ground breaking for the East Tennessee Veterans Memorial had
considerable press coverage. The response to the mail out has been
tremendous. Those contributing $100 to sponsor one of the more than 6000
veterans o be honored are sent a dog tag with that veteran's name on it.

Homeless Veterans Stand Down (Virgil Young)

The event is scheduled to begin on Friday, 8DEC. at the old
Convention Center under the Holiday Inn. The event is being held in
cooperation with "Knoxville's Project Connect.” So far about 125 homeless
veterans have pre-registered. Some of these will not show and others still




will show up. The veterans will get all their medical issues addressed
including flu shots. They will be fed and housed at the Navy and Marine
Corps Reserve Center. Finally they will be given a duffle bag of clothing as
they leave.

Knox County Veterans Service Officer Report (Chuck Jones)
There were 280 phone calls and inquires and 28 office visits and 2
visits to assisted living homes. Veterans generally call for assistance with

issues and questions concerning benefits, pensions, and claims.

Veterans Day Parade (Marty Everett and Joe Mazzola)

1INOV falls on a Sunday in 2007. The Veterans Day parade for next
year will be held on Friday, 9NOV. Army is the Branch of the Armed Forces
to be featured next year.

Veterans Day Luncheon (Virgil Young)

Expenses for the Veterans Day Luncheon were $5,446 and $5,080
was taken in. The anticipated $1,000 from the scholarship fund will put us in
the black.

The Veterans Day Luncheon for 2007 will be held on Friday, 9NOV at
the Foundry on the Worlds Fair Site.

Flags (Virgil Young)

A total of 5000 flags have been ordered at a cost to us of $3,750.
The flags are expected to be delivered early in 2007. The flag staffs are
sturdy which is expected to reduce the breakage problems experienced in
the past. The Cemetery Director will take custody of the flags. There are
about 4,000 buried in the State Cemetery.

Recognition

President Virgil Young was given an award for patriotism by Joe
Eddleman on behalf of MOWW.

Virgil Young was recognized for his outstanding leadership as
President of ETMAC for the last two years and was given gift certificates
for dining out at Peerless Restaurant.

Past ETMAC President Joe Sutter has been elected National
President of The Air Force Association.

Richard O'Brian is seeking support to get a sign placed on the Buck
Karns Bridge over the Tennessee River in Knoxville that provides
biographical information on Buck Karns as well as information on his heroic
deeds. The plan is to place this sign below the sign that names the bridge




for him. Funding is available; permission is needed from the state to install
it.
Pear| Harbor Day Ceremony

The ceremony will start at 12:55 PM at the State Cemetery on
Northshore Drive. Three veterans of that day are expected fo be in
attendance. Sam Brown will be the speaker. Mr. Brown won an Edward R.
Murrow award for a previous interview with one of the Knoxville Pearl
Harbor veterans. He will replay that interview as part of his presentation.

New Officers

New officers for 2007 were elected. They are Jack Davis President
and Joseph Mazzola, Vice-President. Phil Reichie has agreed fo continue to
serve as Treasurer.

Military Unit Activity

The Secretary of the Air Force will be at the University of Tennessee
on 11JAN. The occasion is the first graduating class of a Project
Management Course funded at UT by the Air Force.

There are a lot of community activities underway by all the Military
Units at this time of the year.

A lot of young men and woman returning to the United States from
duty overseas want to call home when they arrive at McGhee Tyson but don't
have the means to do so. We will look into the possibility of providing a
stack of phone cards to be held at the information desk for their use.
Upcoming Meetings and Events

ETMAC Meeting -Thursday 4 Jan. at 0830 HRS.- Old Sears Building,
1000 North Central Avenue

MOWW Meeting -Wed. -13 Dec.-Ryans-Kingston Pike- 12 Noon




