
EAST TENNESSEE MILITARY AFFAIRS COUNCIL 
 

DECEMBER 3, 2009 MEETING SUMMARY 
 

UPCOMING MEETINGS AND EVENTS 
 
 
APRIL 17th  The 26.2 mile Mountain Man Memorial March in memory of 1LT Frank Walkup 

will be held in Gatlinburg, TN. 
 
APRIL 28th  Honor Air Flight #7. For more info go to www.honorairknoxville.com 
 
 
STAY CURRENT:  WWW.ETMAC.ORG 
 
 
WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS: 
 
The meeting of the East Tennessee Military Affairs Council was held on Thursday, December 3rd at the 
Knoxville Chamber, Joseph Mazzola presiding. A total of 50 members and guests were present. The 
summary of the November meeting was approved. The treasurer’s report shows an end of the month 
balance as of November 30th of $10,170.97.  
 
DISCUSSION ITEMS: 
 
East Tennessee Veterans Memorial Association (Michael Crawford): On November 11, 2009 the 
ETVMA honored 19 individuals and placed their name on the memorial. They also honored Brigadier 
General Walter J. “Bud” Bacon with a walkway. Anyone that would be interested in donating to the 
memorial, go to http://www.etvma.org/ 
 
Ben Atchley State Veterans Home (Ed Harries): The Veterans Home welcomes a new dietician to the 
staff. They now have a POW/MIA table set up at the home. They are having a coat drive for Operation 
Stand down to provide coats to homeless Veterans. January through March is usually a slow time at the 
home and everyone is encouraged to visit the residents during those months. Any groups that are 
interested in doing a presentation for the residents please call the Activities Director at 862-8100. 
 
Web Site (Laimon Godel): Last months web-site activity had 2,137 visitors with an average of 71 
visitors a day. If any organizations have a public newsletter they want distributed, please send it to 
Laimon Godel at webmaster@godel.com 
 
Veterans Day Parade Recap (Marty Everett): There were almost 2000 participants in this year’s 
parade. The local media provided great coverage of the parade. For parade pictures, go to 
http://www.legionknox.org/2009parade/2009%20Parade-1.html  The theme for the 2010 Veterans Day 
Parade is “Family”.  
 
Veterans Day Luncheon Recap (Patrice Collins): This year’s luncheon had a record crowd of 480. The 
luncheon featured a video link from Iraq with Colonel Adam Roth of the 844th Engineering Battalion and 
the guest speaker was Rear Admiral Kendall Card.  
 
 
 



ORGANIZATIONS 
 
Marine Corps League (Laimon Godel): On November 22, they paid honor to Medal of Honor recipient 
Lt. Alexander Bonnyman at Highland Memorial Cemetery. 
 
VFW Post 1733 (Tom DeHoog): They will be participating with the luncheon for the 844th Engineering 
Battalion and have raised over $2000 to support the luncheon. On November 11, 2009 a story ran on 
WATE about the VFW. 
 
American Legion Riders (Bob Dewald): American Legion Post 2 is now authorized to start an 
American Legion Riders Chapter. 
 
Amvets Riders (Bruce McElhaney): AMVETS Riders have adopted the program “Camp Hope”. The 
camp is located in Farmington, MO. The founder, Mike White, created this camp after his son Chris was 
killed in Iraq on June 20, 2006. Camp Hope is dedicated to providing the resources for our veterans to 
again enjoy outdoor activities. The goal of Camp Hope is to construct a completely handicapped lodge 
where veterans may participate in hunting, fishing, canoeing, skeet shooting, hiking and relaxing in a 
peaceful setting. For more information go to camphoperiders.org or www.chrisnealfarm.com 
 
American Red Cross (Chris Davis): Through December 18th the Red Cross is running a fundraiser 
called Cents for Soldiers with Citizens Bank of Blount County and they have set up all 12 CBBC with 
these donation buckets. 
 
American Red Cross (Christy McKiernan): The Red Cross is currently doing great things with the 
grant they recently received. On December 19th, the Red Cross Café will be from 10 am till 1 pm at the 
Middlebrook Pike Red Cross office and it’s a social networking venue for families of deployed soldiers 
and an opportunity to have an interactive video conference with their soldiers in theatre. On January 26, 
2009 a “Thank you for your service” party will be held at the Ben Atchley State Veterans Home and they 
will provide refreshments and give each resident a comfort item. There are still 4 scholarships available to 
the Nursing Assistant Training program.   
 
National Alliance on Mental Illness (Monty Wright):  Building ramps for Veterans who need them at 
their homes. Needs help with the construction part but already has the supplies donated. Please contact 
Monty if you can assist with building ramps. 
 
MILITARY UNIT ACTIVITY 
 
UT Air Force ROTC (Lt. Col Mike Angle): Special thanks to those who have come to our classes to 
teach and mentor the cadets. Three cadets will graduate in December and 13 cadets will graduate in May.  
 
UT Army ROTC (LTC David Leach): The next Mountain Man Memorial March will be held on April 
17th, 2010. The 26.2 mile march is in held in honor 1LT Frank Walkup, who was killed in Iraq in 2007. 
The march is held in Gatlinburg, TN.  
 
Military Entrance Processing Station (Commander Neeley): Knoxville MEPS is up 118% from last 
year in shipping recruits. They also have a 5.1 million dollar impact on the local area. In the fourth quarter 
they were awarded the MEPS of excellence and they are ranked #2 out of 65 for MEPS of the year.  
 
I.G. Brown Training and Education Center (Chaplain (Lt. Col.) Stanley Giles): They will added 15 
Air Force personnel to the staff. They recently started a new class with 130 students. 
 



844th Engineering Battalion (Colonel Roth): Colonel Roth presented ETMAC with an update on the 
operations of the 844th Engineering Battalion deployment in Iraq. He talked about the importance of each 
of his soldiers families and that they also play a very important role in the current deployment. Colonel 
Roth thanks ETMAC and the community for the support of the 844th Engineering Battalion. Anyone 
interested in emailing Colonel Roth please email SGT Josh Richardson at 
joshua.richardson1@usar.army.mil and he will forward it directly to Colonel Roth.  
 
119th Command and Control Squadron (2nd Lt Matthew McKeen): Recently got approved for 75 new 
active duty personnel and they are currently in the process of setting up a group. Has currently raised 
$1500 for Honor Air with a goal of $4000.  
 
Navy Reserve Center (Commander Greg Jones): Currently have 25 sailors serving in Iraq. The 2010 
Navy Ball will be held on October 2nd. On June 10th, 2010 they will hold their family support and 
recognition day. 
 
278th Army National Guard (John Dyess): Discussed the deployment of the 278th to Camp Shelby and 
then to Iraq.  
 
489th Civil Affairs Company (Major Bryan Bailey): They hope to have the entire company back before 
Christmas. This will be the first time since 9/11/2001 without any of its members deployed. On December 
13th, they will be having a Yellow Ribbon event for the families before the unit returns.  
 
Marines, Company D, 4th Combat Engineer Battalion (1stSgt Charles Wright):  Recently held the 
234th Marine Corps Birthday Ball with 400 people in attendance. The distribution day for “Toys for Tots” 
will be December 19, 2009. Currently have 2 seven ton dump trucks full of toys and also $1200 in 
donations. Will be sending approx. 40 Marines to Afghanistan in early January, 2009.  
 
ESGR (John Dyess): ESGR will be supporting the sendoff of about 3000 278th members as they prepare 
to deploy to Iraq. Also working on finding employment for each deployed soldier as they return.  
 
POW/MIA flag at Neyland Stadium (Marty Everett): The POW/MIA flag was raised at the Tennessee 
vs. Vanderbilt football game and there is discussion to keep the flag up permanently.  
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Nathan Weinbaum, Secretary 
East Tennessee Military Affairs Council  
nathan.weinbaum@knoxcounty.org 
 
 
 
 
 


