
 
 

EAST TENNESSEE MILITARY AFFAIRS COUNCIL 

December 3, 2020, Virtual Meeting held via zoom with Unit Commanders 

and Veteran Organization leaders.   
 

 

Upcoming Events: Please note that many events have been cancelled. I left the ones that I have not heard specifically 

about. Please check on them before attending. For events that have been rescheduled, the new projected date is shown. 

 

Postponed:  ESA is hosting a dinner to honor Women Veterans at Susannah’s House 923 Dameron Ave Knoxville at  6pm. 

Call 865/250-4863 to RSVP 

 

ONGOING Fund raiser for Operation Honor Guard Info at    https://www.wate.com/operation-honor-guard/ 

 Donate at Donate today to Operation Honor Guard 

19 DEC Wreath placement at all Veteran Cemeteries See the email from Patrice for details.  
 

**ALL OF THE SATURDAY FREE VETERAN BREAKFASTS HAVE BEEN CANCELLED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE. We 

will let you know when the United Veterans Council resumes these important social gatherings for our military and veterans. 

 

** Cancelled until further notice: Every Wednesday – Combat Coffee Hour for all veterans 7:30am at the Knoxville Vet 

Center 1645 Downtown West Blvd. #28 

 

** Cancelled until further notice: Second Saturday – Breakfast for Buds 8:30 until 10am. Mama Grits in Tellico Village. 

Contact Dennis Drake at dennisdrake2012@outlook.com for more information. 
 

** Cancelled until further notice: 22nd of each month – Veterans Coffee Hour hosted by A Veteran’s Heart at Awaken Coffee 

125 W Jackson Ave Knoxville from 8-9am. 

 
For a complete listing of events, visit http://www.etmac.org and click events 

 

We are changing the format of the monthly minutes. All organization contact information will be in a list at the 

end of the minutes. We hope you will find having the information in one place will be beneficial to you, and hope 

you find the minutes easier to read. 

 

Recognition of new attendees:  

o Tim Thurston, recently retired from the Air Force, working for South College.  

o First Sergeant Banks from MEPS.  

o Richard Bennett with American Jobs Center  

o LTC T.J. Foley with the 278th  

 
ETMAC BUSINESS SESSION 

 

President’s Report – Geoff Freeman 

- Unit Enlisted Honoree Awards are being presented in person in lieu of the annual luncheon. Owen Ragland is 

assisting with the presentations at various units.  

- Yearly officer and board elections: The slate of officers and board members will remain the same as 2020 with the 

uncertain times we are experiencing. No nominations were made from the floor. A motion was made to keep the 

current officers and board members, seconded and approved by all attending.   

https://www.wate.com/operation-honor-guard/
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• Webmaster’s Report - Col Dent Young- no report  

 

• Treasurer’s Report: Derren Burrell –  

 
Beginning Balance $17,757.84 

Deposits 3115.00 

Expenses 51.84 
Ending Balance $14,694.68 

  
  

Membership dues may be paid online https://www.etmac.org/resources/etmacresources/membership- 

application/ or bring check to Patrice Collins at the next meeting. Donations are also appreciated. 

 

• Other ETMAC Announcements - Patrice Collins –Awards being presented by Geoff Freeman and Owen 

Ragsdale.  

• MILITARY UNIT UPDATES 

• 3rd Regiment of the Tennessee State Guard – MAJ Joseph Westfall- Supplying 30 to 40 members each 

week to assist with Covid testing across the state. Still meeting virtually. Lockdown being reinforced.   

• 119th Cyberspace Operations Squadron –Col Chris Smith – no report 

 

• 1-230 Assault Helicopter Battalion – CPT Philip Webster –troops in motion. New precautions being taken. 

Virtual drill for December and January. New commander, LTC Jeff Baird. Providing limited community support.  

 

• 134th Air Refueling Wing – Col Ron Selvidge– Staying very busy. Troops in motion. Hanger project going well, 

plan to open next fall. Runway reopening hopefully mid to late next year. Miss having community members on 

base for visits.  

 

• 241st Engineering & Installation Squadron (Chattanooga) - Lt Col Dave Moss – no report 

 

• 278th Armored Calvary Unit – LTC T. J. Foley – Rehabbing the facility on Sutherland. LTC Steven Turner 

will become the new commander on 2 FEB 2021 replacing COL Brad Bowlin. Troops in motion to support 

Covid mission  

 

• 332nd Air Force Recruiting Squadron – MSgt Whitaker – still recruiting and meeting goals. Goals are now 

quarterly. Please keep recruits along. New push to recruit to diverse and underrepresented communities. They 

are sending General Officers to those areas and are looking for opportunities to attend events. Any information 

pass along to MSgt Carver. Commander has received orders and will be departing in June of 2021.  

 

• 489th Civil Air Battalion – MAJ BW Osten – no report  

 

• 844th Enginering Batallion – MAJ Justin Warrick (new commander, welcome) no report 

 

• Coast Guard Recruiting – East TN Region – ME1 Steven Brashear – no report  

 

•  D Co 4th Combat Engineer Battalion – GySgt John Kepper / -1st Sgt Jason Brackley no report 

 

 

• I.G. Brown Training and Education Center -1st Sgt Kraus – 300 students graduate before the end of the year. 

Completely virtual. Cyber school up and running. The commander is leaving in March and 1stSgt Kraus is 

leaving this month.  

 

• Knoxville Recruiting Company (Army) –SSG Kyle Lane – no report 

https://www.etmac.org/resources/etmac-resources/membership-application/
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• Military Entrance Processing Station – 1SG Banks – medical section received new desks and chairs, so 

the old ones are available to give away. Normal operations.  
 

• Navy Operational Support Center – CPT Scott Moss- still mostly virtual drill. Only 20-30 coming in person and 

those are separated. Still supporting operations worldwide.  

• Navy Recruiting – Talent Acquisition Onboarding Center – HM2 Josh Dixon- no report  

• Tennessee Wing, Civil Air Patrol – Col Dent Young –Will be assisting with delivery of vaccine when it is 

available. They are a Center of Excellence for Waldo High-Def 3D camera operation and will be training 

nationwide.  

• USCG Auxiliary Division 12 – DCDR Thomas Junau – no report 

 

• UT Air Force ROTC – Lt Col William Estep –15 cadets participated in Tabletop Operation with Stratcom. PT 

tested entire detachment. Very good results. Hosted Col Ragland and had Change of Command ceremony. 2 cadets 

graduated. Ms. Frankie will be celebrating 50 years at the University in Feb 2021.  

• UT Army ROTC – LTC Justin Howe –UT along with Second Harvest and the Combat Veterans Motorcycle 

Organization gathered 2500 of food with a total of 5000 lbs given out. The veterans received food that should feed 

their families for 5-7 days. It was the largest veteran food drive that Second Harvest has sponsored in East 

Tennessee. 49 Senior cadets – 28 going to active duty, 16 going to National Guard and 5 going to US Guard Reserve. 

December commissioning on 11 Dec 2020.  

 

VETERAN ORGANIZATIONS UPDATES 

 

- Air Force Association – Dick Webber –Selected Dave Garner as our new VP of Aerospace Education (Rafael 
Pubillones remains as Emeritus on our Executive Board. 16 Nov:  Presented Platinum Cyber Patriot Banner to L&N 
STEM Academy; 17 Nov:  Presented Gold Cyber Patriot Banner to Bearden HS; 2 Dec:  Presented AFA TN State level 
awards at McGhee Thyson ANG Base.  SMSgt Cole (134the ARW Air Refueler):  Guardsman of the Year TSgt Holebrook 
(134th OSS SERE (Survival, Evasion, Resistance, and Escape) Instructor) 
TSgt Kitter:  Recruiter of the Year (Eastern Half of State) Training and Education Center (TEC):  Total Force Unit 
7 Jan:  Next AFA Executive Council Meeting (Planning in-person with masks & proper social distancing (and COVID 
permitting)) 7 Jan:  2nd Air, Space, and Cyberspace Event with local elected leaders (or representatives), local high 
technology companies, and local academics focused on developing our East TN STEM workforce (Planning in-person 
with masks & proper social distancing (and COVID permitting) 

 

• American Job Center / State of TN Department of Labor – Laura Chagnon-. No report  

 

• American Legion – Joleen Dewald –Santa pictures at Mingle with Kringle will be held on two Saturdays, the 

5th and 12th of December.  7 Dec will have Pearl Harbor Remembrance 11:55 at Lyons View.  

 

• American Red Cross – Jess Hernandez – 24/7 emergency communication between military and their families.  

They are offering a 45-minute online class on resiliency. Contact Jess for details. Still contacting new recruit 

cards from MEPS.  

• Ben Atchley Veteran’s Home – Doug Ottinger – no report 

 

• Bunker Labs – Derren Burrell – still virtual  

 

• Captain Bill Robinson Vietnam Veterans of America Chapter 1078 – Patrick Polis – Calhoun’s offered free meals 

again this year. Were able to raise $8000 for Wreaths Across America. Have enough money to provide 14,500 

wreaths locally. Placing wreaths will be on 19 Dec. See the email from Patrice for details.  

 

• Consolidated Nuclear Securities SOS – Jamie Uptgraft – Volunteer with Holiday Bureau in Anderson and Roane 

counties.  



• Disabled Veterans Chapter #24 – Garrett Hanas – Still providing wheelchairs. 300 Christmas packages sent to 

those deployed. Thanks to the 134th for delivering them.  

 
• East Tennessee Veteran’s Honor Guard – Jim Mungenast- Half dozen honor guards in the East Tennessee. 

About $41K was raised through Operation Honor Guard to support their activities.  Wow! They do over 550 

funerals each year. They always need additional members.  
 

• East Tennessee Veteran’s Memorial Association - Joleen Dewald –Monday May 3, 2021 is the date for 

the Medal of Honor Dinner. The ETVMA book is available again. It is a little less expensive through 

Joleen.  

 

• Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve (ESGR) – Leslie Purser/Teresa Beavers – Freedom award 

nominations open until the end of the year. Still in no contact mode. There is a new virtual USERRA briefing 

available to units. Also doing virtual award presentations.  

 

• Healing Home ETN – Stephanie Trost- no report  

 
• Honor Air - Joe Sutter – April flight postponed with no date scheduled at this time.  

 

• Knights of Columbus, Monsignor Francis D. Grady Assembly 1083 - Henry Usey – Turkey Shoot a success. 
Don’t have a final number yet. Plan for it to be a twice a year event.   
 

• Knoxville Habitat for Heroes – Rick Garner – no report  
 

• Knoxville Regional Veterans Mental Health Council – Emily Hager no report   

 

• Knox County Veteran Services Office – Tom Humphries –no report  

 

• Knoxville Vet Center – Lyle Allen – no report 

 

• Marine Corps League – Eric Nash– no report 

 

• Military Order of the Purple Hearts – Chapter 356- Thomas Booker– no report 

• Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) – Bill Potter – no report 

 
• Military Order of the World Wars (MOWW)/ Reserve Officers Assoc.– Bill Grieve – no report  

 

• Mountain Man Memorial March – Justin Howe - Scheduled for 23 April – 2 May 2021. Planning for 

virtual race currently.  

 

• Operation Last Mile - SSG Christopher Fairchild – were not able to ruck on Veteran’s Day. Currently 

working on a fundraiser for a family in need. Check out their Facebook page for details.  

 

• ORNL Veterans Group – Lisa Bollinger – Had a virtual Veterans Day celebration. Thanks to ESGR for 

presenting the Pro Patriot award to them. Will be assisting with Wreaths Across America. Hiring currently. 

Jobs posted on website.  

• Project Healing Waters Fly Fishing – Steve Burman no report 

 

• REBOOT Combat Recovery – Darrell Williams–no report 

 

• Rolling Thunder – Carlos Hollifield – no report 
  



• STAR – Horses & Heroes Program –Melissa Abby – 12 veterans served this year.  Next session begins on 
17 Jan at both locations. Also, Tellico Village VFW has funds available to help veterans and service members 

during the holidays. Reach out to 865/408-8061 or tellicovfwpost@aol.com.  

 

• Team Red White & Blue – Jesse Hawe – no report 

 

• Tennessee Valley Coalition for the Homeless - Brandon Harris- openings in supportive housing for veterans.  

 

• Tennessee Veterans Business Associations (TVBA) – Steve Stilts –. Still trying to decide on the job fair and 

luncheon for Jan 2021. If the lunch is held, LT COL Allen West will be the speaker.   

 

• United Veterans Council – Natalie Donahue – Thanks for all the support for Wreaths Across America. 

Lyons View and John Sevier will be completely covered and about 65% of the downtown cemetery. Free 

breakfasts still suspended, hope to reinstate next year.  

 

• UT Army ROTC Alumni Council – Geoff Freeman – Hall of Fame induction postponed until next November. 

April 2021 will be the Alumni Golf Tournament.  

 

• Veterans Appreciation Program – Larry Sharp – Pearl Harbor Remembrance at Lyons View on December 

7. Proving a program to all high schools teaching the students about Pearl Harbor. Lt Gov McNally will be 

the speaker at the remembrance program on Monday at Lyons View.  

• Veteran Heritage Site Foundation – Patty McGrew –. They have identified 163 grave sites in the 

GSM that belong to veterans and will be laying wreaths at all of them. Anyone that would like to 

help, please reach out. They will be laying the wreaths on the 20th. At Caris they were able to honor 

20 veterans on Veteran’s Day. They are working on a veteran/youth partnership that will take place 

in February. Details to follow.  

• VFW Post 5154 in Maryville – Douglas Burt – Held a “Remember the 22” ceremony and hope to 

make it an annual event. Working with other posts to make a donation of care packages to the 

veteran’s hospital.  Working on compiling the history of their post.  

• Leslie Purser reported out on some items of interest - Congress has directed that the Army review the 

Army Combat Fitness Test for gender neutrality.  The disparity of scores is too great, and there have been 

other events added in the interim.  Second, the Army Reserve Center in Knoxville continues to work 

virtually since COVID has hit there.  Third, the Public Private Partnership (formerly known as Employer 

Partnership Office) will be reinstated by the new Chief of Army Reserve.  It provides support for those 

seeking employment and is open to all Service members and their spouses. AMVETs Post 75 out of 

Newport has provided pocket sized US Constitution booklets to all eight graders in Jefferson and Cocke 

Counties.  This is an annual event.  They also raised several hundred dollars on their Four Rivers Run, a 

motorcycle ride that included the Combat Veterans Motorcycle Association (CVMA) out of Morristown. 

The CVMA participated in the Knoxville Veterans Food distribution that Second Harvest sponsors, as 

mentioned by the UT PMS. 

 
• VVA Chapter 1073 &VFW Post 3380 (Morristown). Whit Whitman – no report 

 

• Volunteers of America/Supportive Services for Veterans Families/Stand Down – Ivette Torres – no report 

 

Next meeting: Thursday, January 7, 2021 via Zoom.  
 

For input or corrections, please contact Kim Spencer 

865/661-9856 or kim@yourplacetoflourish.com  
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ETMAC Board of Directors: 

Geoff Freeman, President 865-974-8758 email: gfreema1@utk.edu 

Owen Ragland, Immediate Past President c865-556-6338 or w865-546-7311 

email: oragland@kmfpc.com 

Jess Hernandez, Vice President 865-567-6134 email: Jess.Hernandez@redcross.org 

Derren Burrell, Treasurer 865-771-4243 email: derren@tagresources.com 

Kim Spencer, Secretary 865-661-9856 email:  

kim@yourplacetoflourish.com  

 

Patrice Collins, Board Member & ETMAC Administrator: 865-806-4487  

email: pcollins@knoxvillechamber.com 

Dent Young, Webmaster 387543@tncap.us 

Capt Willie Posey, At Large Director, 865-274-9901 email: willie.s.posey.mil@mail.mil 

Gina Massey, At Large Director, 865-363-2994 email: gmassey@etmafcu.net 

Tom Humphries, At Large Dir 865-215-5645 Thomas.humphries@knoxcounty.org 

Rick Garner, At Large Director 865-740-2970 email: rgarner@khfh.com 

Leslie Purser, At Large Director 757-537-0734 purserjl@verizon.net  

Cindy Winterberger, At Large Director 865/679-4754 email: cwinterb@covhlth.com 

Robert Brown, ETMAC Calendar 865-458-0759 email: rl_brown@hotmail.com 

Dent Young, Webmaster 387543@tncap.us 

 Unit and Veteran Organization Contact Information 

 

ETMAC 

www.ETMAC.org 
 

A Veteran’s Heart 
https://www.facebook.com/aveteransheart/ Jason Bush 423/231-5418 

 

American Job Center/State of TN Dept of Labor 

https://www.careeronestop.org/ResourcesFor/Veteran/veteran.aspx 
 

American Legion 

legionknox.com 

https://www.facebook.com/Post2Knoxville/ - 
 

American Red Cross 

http://www.redcross.org/local/tennessee/local-chapters/east-tennessee 

https://www.facebook.com/RedCrossTN/ 
 

Ben Atchley 

http://www.tsvh.org/ 

https://www.facebook.com/TNStateVetreans/ 

 

       Bunker Labs Knoxville  

        https://chapters.bunkerlabs.org/knoxville/ 
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Captain Bill Robinson Vietnam Veterans of America Chapter 1078 

http://www.vva1078.org/ 

https://www.facebook.com/vvachapter1078knoxville/ 
 

Disabled Veterans Chapter 24 

https://www.dav.org 
 

East Tennessee Veterans Memorial Association 

https://etvma.org/ 

https://www.facebook.com/ETVMA/- 
 

 

Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve (ESGR) 

https://www.esgr.mil/About-ESGR/Contact/Local-State-Pages/Tennessee 

https://www.facebook.com/Tennessee-ESGR-171685266196286/ 
 

 

Honor Air 

http://www.honorairknoxville.com/ 

https://www.facebook.com/honorair/ 
 

 

Irreverent Warriors 

dentmanofknoxville@yahoo.com Jesse Hawe 865/773-2128 or Richard Farrer at 

615/490-5715 www.irreverentwarriors.com 

 

Knoxville Habitat for Heroes 

https://knoxvillehabitatforhumanity.com/habitat-for-heroes/ 

https://www.facebook.com/KnoxvilleHabitatforHumanity/ 

 

Knights of Columbus Henry Usey 865/246-4413 
 

Knoxville Regional Veterans Mental Health Council 

http://tnvhc.org/ 

Knox County Veteran Services Office 

https://www.knoxcounty.org/veterans/ 

thomas.humphries@knoxcounty.org 

Knoxville Vet Center 

https://www.vetcenter.va.gov/ 

Marine Corps League 

http://www.mclknox.org/ 

Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) 

www.moaa.org 

Military Order of Purple Heart (MOPH) Chapter 356 

www.moph356.org Charlie Caldwell 865/368-7289 or cdcardwell49@gmail.com  

Military Order of the World Wars (MOWW) 

www.moww.org 

Mountain Man Memorial March 

http://mountainmanmemorialmarch.com/ 

https://www.facebook.com/TheMountainManMemorialMarch/ 
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Project Healing Waters Fly Fishing 

http://www.projecthealingwaters.org/ 

https://www.facebook.com/ProjectHealingWatersKnoxville/ 

REBOOT Combat Recovery 

https://rebootalliance.com/reboot 

https://www.facebook.com/rebootrecovery/ 

Rolling Thunder 

http://www.rollingthundertn3.com/index.php/about-tn3/ 

STAR – Horses and Heroes Program 

https://www.rideatstar.org/heroes--horses.html 
 

Team Red White & Blue. 
www.teamrwb.org 

Tennessee Valley Coalition for the Homeless 

https://tvchomeless.org/ 
 

 

United Veterans Council of East Tennessee, Inc. 
https://www.facebook.com/The-United- 

Veterans-Council-of-East-Tennessee-Inc- 

1912897478820375/? tn =%2Cd%2CP- 

R&eid=ARDShN8_- 

f00QmdnXmMDEJNMfwLIDApNr7_91Imji 

WKt3EQ3mN6n1PfvjgiRHuxaI8czNzRIXwS 

Y7d5t 

UT Army ROTC Alumni Council 

http://alumni.utk.edu/s/1341/alumni/interior_alumni.aspx?sid=1341&gid=2&pgid=7955 

https://www.facebook.com/UTKArmyROTC/ 
 

Veteran Heritage Site Foundation 

http://veteransheritagesite.org/ 
https://www.facebook.com/VeteransHeritageSiteFoundation/ 

Volunteers of America Supportive Services for Veterans Families/Stand Down 

https://www.voamid.org/ssvftn 
 

Yellow Ribbon Fund Veteran Caregivers Support Group 

http://www.yellowribbonfund.org/ 
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