EAST TENNESSEE MILITARY AFFAIRS COUNC
December 2, 2021, via Zoom

Upcoming Events

ONGOING Fund raiser for Operation Honor Guard Info at_https://www.wate.com/operation-

1st Sat
2nd Sat
3rd Sat

Last Sat:

11 DEC

12 DEC

17 DEC

18 DEC

19 DEC

honor-guard/ Donate at Donate today to Operation Honor Guard

Breakfast at the Elks Club #160 5600 Lonas Rd, Knoxville - 8:00 - 9:30am
Breakfast at Hillcrest United Methodist Church, 1615 Price Ave, Knoxville - 8:00-9:30am
Breakfast at the Community Center in Powell, 1708 W. Emory Rd, Powell — 8:00-10:00am

Three Breakfasts throughout our area: 8:00 am — 9:30 am at all three locations below:
DAYV Chapter #24, 2600 Holbrook Dr., Knoxville,
VFW Post 5154 in Blount County, 2561 Hobbs Rd., Louisville
DAV Chapter #26, 530 Kingston Ave, Oliver Springs

Newport- Holiday Parade at 1550 beginning at Cocke County High School.

Toys for Tots Breakfast at Rothchilds.

Need help unloading the wreaths 10am at Skyline Transport

Wreaths Across America will have a ceremony at 12:00 noon before placing the wreaths on
our veteran’s graves at all three cemeteries. | am the wreath coordinator for the New E TN
Veterans State Cemetery off Gov. John Sevier Highway, | am in need of a Merchant Marine,
Coast Guard, & Space Force veteran/active duty to place the branch ceremonial wreaths. If
you can help me out, please call me at 865-386-3674. If | do not answer, please leave a
message and | will return your call. - Bernie Koprince

Laying of wreaths in the Smoky Mountains. Meet at 10am at the Sugarland Visitor Center.

For a complete listing of events, visit http://www.etmac.org and click event

ETMAC BUSINESS SESSION

Treasurer’s Report: Derren Burrell

Beginning Balance $18,113.28
Deposits 103.68
Expenses 4650.48

Ending Balance $13,563.42
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e Membership dues may be paid online
https://www.etmac.org/resources/etmacresources/membership-

application/ or mail a check payable to ETMAC to Patrice Collins at the Knoxville
Chamber: 17 Market Square, #201, Knoxville, TN 37902. Donations on our website are also
appreciated.

e President Report — Geoff Freeman — Election of officers: Leslie Purser was elected as
the new President for 2021. Jim Mungenast was elected as Vice President. Derren
Burrell was reelected as Treasurer. Patty McGrew, Lyle Allen, and Pat Polis were
elected as Directors at Large.

e Webmaster’s Report — Dent Young — Busy month 591 users, and 577 were new to the
website. 32 visitors came from China.

e 2022 Medal of Honor Convention — Joleen Dewald. - Dates have moved to September
6-12, 2022. They will be looking for volunteers after the first of the year.

e Other ETMAC Announcements - Patrice Collins — The Enlisted Honoree’s Awards
Luncheon went very well. Reminders will go out soon for 2022 membership dues.

e First Time Attendees

Paul Trotter with the East Tennessee Honor Guard

Karenna Lollis with National Guard Employment Program
Thomas Baer With the Naval Academy Alumni Association
Rhonda Smithson with the Knox County Mayor Office
Jamie Buck with the American Red Cross

Jason Hardy with the Knoxville Symphony

Richard Bennett with American Job Center

MILITARY UNIT UPDATES
¢ 3rd Regiment of the Tennessee State Guard — L TC Joseph Westfall- Working on the Wreaths
Across America in Johnson City.

e 119th Cyberspace Operations Squadron - Col Smith - no report

e 1-230 Assault Helicopter Battalion — CPT Phillip Webster — Continuing to work Covid initiative.
Have had several PR events. They hosted the family attacked by a bear back in the summer. Their
unit pulled the daughter off the mountain after being attacked. Ft Campbell training coming up.

e 134th Air Refueling Wing —Lt Col Travers Hurst - Blue Angels winter visit went well.
Christmas parties coming up this weekend. This will include live reindeer.

e 241st Engineering & Installation Squadron (Chattanooga) - Lt Col Dave Moss — no
report

e 252" Military Police Company — TN Army NC — Cleveland and Onida — CPT Taylr
Bercaw- The 252 MP Company located in Cleveland, TN with the detachment located in
Oneida, TN - Gun range training in January.

e 278th Armored Calvary Unit — COL Steven Turner/MAJ Tim Shubert — no report
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¢ 332nd Air Force Recruiting Squadron — LT Col Bryan Ewing — 30 new enlistees. Veteran’s Day
Parade a great success and they enjoyed participating. Challenges in recruiting during the winter
months. Available to attend any events.

« 844" Engineering Battalion -MAJ Justin Warrick - no report

e D Co 4th Combat Engineer Battalion — GySgt Jeffrey Bryant — Toys for Tots drive going on right
now.

¢ETSU Army ROTC. - MAJ Kent Monas /CPT Austin Hall- no report

¢ |.G. Brown Training and Education Center -Lt Col John Capra — NCO class graduating mid
December. His orders were extended until mid-June. Several staffing changes.

e Knoxville Recruiting Company (Army) -SGT Adrienne Stewart -no report

e Military Entrance Processing Station- CPT Calvin Wu -Slow down on applicants during the
holidays.

e Naval Reserve Center Knoxville -CDR Trier Kissell - no report

e Tennessee Wing, Civil Air Patrol - Col Dent Young - no report.

e USCG Auxiliary Division 12 -Ron Boneau — no report

e UT Air Force ROTC-Lt Col William Estep -. Cadets offered several AFSC for non-rated line
officers. Cadets were chosen for Aircraft Maintenance, Logistics, Space Force Acquisition, Air
Force Acquisition, Missileer and Weather. As well, two are competing for AFOSI. Three
graduating next week will be heading for CSO, RPA and Acquisitions. Two of these are also
competing for OSI Board. 11 just finished up the Ace Manufacturing program. That will serve
them well in their future assignments. One cadet was chosen for the National Character and
Leadership Symposium held at the Air Force Academy.

e UT Army ROTC — LTC Justin Howe —25 seniors received their branch assignments into
various branches. Commissioning for 5 cadets on 10 Dec. UTK will offer nonresident
tuition waivers for veterans and enrolled cadets at UT System campuses._That will apply
to both Air Force and Army.

VETERAN ORGANIZATIONS UPDATES

e Air Force Association —Dick Webber — Dick stated the purpose of their Chapter’s Air,
Space, and Cyberspace Initiative is to develop the STEM work force of the future. We
would like to extend an invitation to any interested ETMAC organization to join us
Thursday, 2 Dec 2021, from 6 PM to 8 PM, at TAC Air located near Thyson McGhee
Airport,

e American Job Center / State of TN Department of Labor — Richard Bennett — There are
many hiring events upcoming. There is a position open with the departure of Laura
Chignon. Contact the office for details.

e American Legion Post 2 — Mike Testerman — Working on building project. Mingle with
Kringle next two Saturdays.




American Legion Post 212. Samantha Shreves — no report

American Red Cross —Jamie Buck -. Getting settled and her contact information is
Jamie.buck@redcross.org.

AMVETS Post 75 in Newport — Leslie Purser- On 7 December at 1330, at the Tanner Building
in Newport, there will be a ceremony to salute the lives lost at Pearl Harbor. There will be a
flagpole dedication as part of the event. On 11 December at 1500 there will be a holiday parade,
starting at Cocke County High School. The theme is America's best Women Veterans. We
have a 100-year-old female vet who plans to ride in the parade.

Army Reserve Ambassador Program Eastern TN — Leslie Purser — The Public Private
Partnership Office (P30), was recently reestablished by the Chief of the USAR. The contract
staff is almost all in place across the country. The P30 office provides support to Soldiers and
families requiring assistance with employment.

Ben Atchley Veteran’s Home - Doug Ottinger — no report

Bunker Labs — Derren Burrell — ViR Showcase. https://www.eventbrite.com/e/knoxville-
veterans-in-residence-showcase-tickets-205332804947

Captain Bill Robinson Vietnam Veterans of America Chapter 1078- Pat Polis — Wreaths
Across America will be able to place wreaths on all 18,000 veteran graves in the area. They
need volunteers to unload the trucks on Friday, December 17 at 10:00 am at Skyline
Transport. Loading wreaths to go to the three different veteran cemeteries. Need manpower.
Contact: Pat Polis 865-659-4450 or revpatS@comecast.net. There will be a Vietnam Veterans
Memorial placed at World’s Fair Park near the East TN Veterans Memorial.

Combat Veterans Motorcycle Association, Morristown —Leslie Purser - --food pantry on 18
November netted two full truck trailers of food, which went to 150 military

families. Additionally, the were able to donate $1200 to families for grocery gift
certificates. The CVMA is adopting 21 hospice veterans for the holiday, providing them
with gifts and other items.

Consolidated Nuclear Securities SOS — Bonnie Harlow — They did a Honor Walk at the
Veteran’s Home. It included some miniature ponies. They will be assisting with placing the
wreaths.

Covenant Health Military Recognition Program — Cindy Winterberger — no report

Disabled Veterans Chapter #24 - Garrett Hanas — Delayed currently delivering wheelchairs but
will be up and running soon.

East Tennessee Veteran’s Honor Guard — Paul Trotter — participating in both the Pearl
Harbor Remembrance Day and Wreaths Across America. They have provided honors for 335
Veterans this year.

East Tennessee Veteran’s Memorial Association - Joleen Dewald — Never too early to be planning
for Medal of Honor dinner on May 2" at the Foundry. Sgt Troy McGill will be honored. Special pricing will
begin 2/1 and will only last the month of February. The event sold out last year, so buy your tickets early.
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Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve (ESGR) —L eslie Purser - The Federal level office
for ESGR is aiding the ESGR Employer Outreach mission with an Ad Hoc Committee, to
ensure our efforts are efficient, effective, and economical. The next local (Knoxville) ESGR
meeting is on 16 December at 1830 at Pellissippi State. This is nomination season for the
Freedom Award.

Enlisted Association of National Guard of Tennessee. SMSgt Christopher Gragg — no report

Frontline Gardens - Stephanie Trost — no report

Honor Air - Joe Sutter — no report

James H Quillen VA Medical Center — Dean Boros - We recently completed a few inspections:
National Health Physics, Research accreditation, Long Term Care Institute, and Commission
on Accreditation of Rehabilitation Facilities for our domiciliary with zero clinical

findings. Our Morristown outpatient clinic expansion continues on schedule. The new
specialty care clinic lease in Knoxville is still progressing well...this will be a major win for
Veterans. We are awaiting approval of the recently completed market assessment and expect
continued growth and significant enhancements throughout our service area once approved by
POTUS. Our nursing home/CLC recently attained an Overall 5-Star rating, less than one year
after our medical center also attained a 5-Star rating. We are very proud of our staff, their
accomplishments, and the care they provide.

Knights of Columbus, Monsignor Francis D. Grady Assembly 1083 - Henry Usey — Netted
$1000 from the Turkey Shoot. Enjoyed interacting with the cadets from both Army and Air
Force ROTC. All memorials have been dedicated.

Knoxville Habitat for Heroes — Rick Garner — no report

Knoxville Regional Veterans Mental Health Council — Emily Hager — no report.

Knox County Veteran Services Office — Tom Humphries. — no report.

Knoxville Vet Center — Lyle Allen —Assisting units in the area and can help with any suicide
prevention training.

Marine Corps League -Ken DeBoer — 12/11 Toys for Tots breakfast at Rothchilds.

Military Order of the Purple Hearts - Chapter 356- Thomas Booker — no report

Military Order of the World Wars (MOWW)/ Reserve Officers Assoc.— Bill Grieve — no report

Operation Last Mile - SSG Christopher Fairchild - no report

ORNL Veterans Group — Lisa Bollinger — Cyber positions open at the Lab. www.ornl.com to
apply.

Project Healing Waters — Joe Noe no report

Rolling Thunder —Carlos Hollifield — no report

STAR — Horses & Heroes Program —Tiffany Mapus— no report
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Team Red White & Blue — Jesse Hawe — no report

Tennessee Suicide Prevention Network — Emily Hager- You can reach Emily at ehager@tspn.org

Tennessee Valley Coalition for the Homeless - Brandon Harris — no report

Tennessee Veterans Business Associations (TVBA) — Steve Stilts — no report

United Veterans Council — Natalie Donahue — All headstones will have a wreath this year at all three
veteran cemeteries. First year ever!

UT Army ROTC Alumni Council — Geoff Freeman — 11Nov wreath laying at UT’s future site of
the Veteran’s Memorial. Hall of Fame inductions for 15 alumni. The Alumni provided the Color
Guard for the homecoming game.

UT Ag Extension — Eileen Legault — no report

Veterans Appreciation Program — Larry Sharp — no report

Veteran Heritage Site Foundation — Patty McGrew —19th December laying of wreaths in the
Smoky Mountains. 10 am at Sugarland Visitor Center for ceremony.

VFW Post 5154 in Maryville — Douglas Burt — no report

VFW Post 10855 in Alcoa — Charles Robbins — no report

VVA Chapter 1073 &VFW Post 3380 (Dandridge) & Walter J. ‘Bud’Bacon Chapter
Distinguished Flying Cross Society, East TN Region- Whit Whitmore - Vietham Veterans of
America (VVA) VVA Chapter 10-73 (Morristown and upper East Tennessee) VVA Chapter 1073
is working to ensure that VVVA veterans graves are decorated for the holiday season. The chapter
also supports other organizations in the area to ensure that homebound veterans receive a food
basket, fruit of the season, and a personal visit by VVVA members or team. VFW Post 3380
Dandridge. The Post is decorating military service veterans (all wars) graves with seasonal
greenery. They are also visiting home bound veterans (all wars) to provide food baskets, seasonal
fruit, greenery, and an all-important personal visit. The post decorates many older cemeteries that
have graves of veterans of WW1, WW2, Korea, Vietnam, Desert Storm/Iraq and Afghanistan.

Next meeting: Thursday January 6, 2022, via Zoom

For input or corrections, please contact Kim Spencer 865/661-
9856 or kim@yourplacetoflourish.com
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ETMAC Board of Directors: (the new 2022 officers and board members information will be
furnished in the January minutes.)

Geoff Freeman, President 865-974-8758 email: gfreemal@utk.edu
Owen Ragland, Immediate Past President c865-556-6338 or w865-546-7311
email: oragland@kmfpc.com
Jess Hernandez, Vice President 865-384-0242 email:_jess.hernandez@knoxcounty.org
Derren Burrell, Treasurer 865-771-4243 email: derren@tagresources.com
Kim Spencer, Secretary 865-661-9856 email:

kim@yourplacetoflourish.com
Patrice Collins, Board Member & ETMAC Administrator: 865-806-4487

email: pcollins@knoxvillechamber.com

Dent Young, Webmaster, _387543@tncap.us

Capt Willie Posey, At Large Director, 865-274-9901 email: willie.s.posey.mil@mail.mil
Gina Massey, At Large Director, 865-363-2994 email: gmassey@etmafcu.net

Tom Humphries, At Large Dir 865-215-5645 Thomas.humphries@knoxcounty.org
Rick Garner, At Large Director 865-740-2970 email: rgarner@khfh.com

Leslie Purser, At Large Director 757-537-0734_purserjl@verizon.net

Cindy Winterberger, At Large Director 865/679-4754 email: cwinterb@covhlth.com
Robert Brown, ETMAC Calendar 865-458-0759 email: rl_brown@hotmail.com

Dent Young, Webmaster: 387543@tncap.us

Unit and Veteran Organization Contact Information

ETMAC
www.ETMAC.org

American Job Center/State of TN Dept of Labor
https://www.tn.gov/workforce/jobs-and-education/services-by-group/services-by-group-redirect/job-
placement-for-veterans.html

American Legion
legionknox.com
https://www.facebook.com/Post2Knoxville/ -

American Red Cross
http://www.redcross.org/local/tennessee/local-chapters/east-tennessee
https://www.facebook.com/RedCrossTN/

Ben Atchley
http://www.tsvh.org/
https://www.facebook.com/TNStateVetreans/

Bunker Labs Knoxville
https://chapters.bunkerlabs.org/knoxville/

Captain Bill Robinson Vietnam Veterans of America Chapter 1078
http://www.vval078.org/
https://www.facebook.com/vvachapter1078knoxville/
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Combat Veterans Motorcycle Assoc 18-12
https://www.cvmal8-12.com/upcoming-gatherings.html

https://www.facebook.com/events/481217796399085

Disabled Veterans Chapter 24
https://www.dav.org

East Tennessee Veterans Memorial Association
https://etvma.org/
https://www.facebook.com/ETVMA/-

Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve (ESGR)
https://www.esgr.mil/About-ESGR/Contact/Local-State-Pages/Tennessee
https://www.facebook.com/Tennessee-ESGR-171685266196286/

Honor Air
http://www.honorairknoxville.com/
https://www.facebook.com/honorair/

Irreverent Warriors
dentmanofknoxville@yahoo.com Jesse Hawe 865/773-2128 or Richard Farrer at
615/490-5715 or https://www.irreverentwarriors.com/

Knoxville Habitat for Heroes
https://knoxvillehabitatforhnumanity.com/habitat-for-heroes/
https://www.facebook.com/KnoxvilleHabitatforHumanity/

Knights of Columbus Henry Usey 865/246-4413

Knoxville Regional Veterans Mental Health Council
http://tnvhc.org/

Knox County Veteran Services Office
https://www.knoxcounty.org/veterans/
thomas.humphries@knoxcounty.org

Knoxville Vet Center
https://www.vetcenter.va.qov/

Marine Corps League
http://www.mclknox.org/ Military Officers Association of America (MOAA)
WWW.Mmoaa.org
Military Order of Purple Heart (MOPH) Chapter 356
www.moph356.org Charlie Caldwell 865/368-7289 or cdcardwell49@agmail.com

Military Order of the World Wars (MOWW)
WWW.MOWWw.org

Mountain Man Memorial March
http://mountainmanmemorialmarch.com/
https://www.facebook.com/TheMountainManMemorialMarch/

Rolling Thunder
http://www.rollingthundertn3.com/index.php/about-tn3/
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STAR — Heroes and Horses Program
https://www.rideatstar.org/heroes--horses.html

Team Red White & Blue.
www.teamrwhb.org

Tennessee Valley Coalition for the Homeless
https://tvchomeless.org/

United Veterans Council of East Tennessee, Inc.

https://m.facebook.com/pages/category/No nprofit-
Organization/The-United-Veterans-Council-of-East-
Tennessee-Inc-

1912897478820375/

UT Army ROTC Alumni Council
http://alumni.utk.edu/s/1341/alumni/interior alumni.aspx?sid=1341&qid=2&pgid=7955
https://www.facebook.com/UTKArmyROTC/

Veteran Heritage Site Foundation
http://veteransheritagesite.org/
https://www.facebook.com/VeteransHeritageSiteFoundation/

Volunteer State Honor Guard
http://www.milhonors.com
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