ETMAC Meeting Minutes - December 7, 2023

Meeting Location: Zoom
Attendees 57

UPCOMING EVENTS

Ongoing Fundraiser:

The American Legion Post 2 has kicked off a fundraising campaign to raise the
remaining funds needed to build the American Legion Post 2 Veterans Community
Center. A GoFundMe campaign has been set up, and with the help and support of our
local and nationwide military and veteran communities, they hope to break ground by
Veterans Day. Here is the link: Post 2 Donation for Veteran Community Center

If you prefer to mail a check, please make payable to AL Post 2 Building Fund and mail
to AL Post 2, PO Box 52668, Knoxville, TN 37950-2668

Free breakfast Saturdays for veterans and their guests now at ten locations in East TN

1st Sat

2nd Sat

3rd Sat

Last Sat:

from 8:00 am - 9:30 am. Doors open at 8:00 am; chow lines open at 8:30 am

Breakfast Locations:
— Sevierville First United Methodist Church, 214 Cedar St, Sevierville

— The Elks Club #160, 5600 Lonas Rd, Knoxville

Breakfast Locations:
— Hillcrest United Methodist Church, 1615 Price Ave, Knoxville
— Kodak UMC 2923 Bryan Rd Kodak

Breakfast Locations:
- Community Center in Powell, 1708 W. Emory Rd, Powell
- Dandridge United Methodist Church 121 E Meeting St., Dandridge

Breakfast locations below: * please note these breakfasts are the LAST SATURDAY OF
THE MONTH. If there are five Saturdays in a month, there will not be a breakfast that
fourth Saturday:

- DAYV Chapter #24, 2600 Holbrook Dr., Knoxville

- VFW Post 5154 in Blount County, 2561 Hobbs Rd., Louisville

- DAYV Tri-County Chapter #26, 530 Kingston Ave, Oliver Springs

— Wears Valley United Methodist Church 3110 Wears Valley Rd, Sevierville

3" Saturday Veteran Food Pantry - 137 N Calderwood St, Alcoa, TN. From 2-4pm. Go to

https://combatvets18-3.com/ for more details.

For a complete listing of events please visit www.etmac.org and click events
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ETMAC BUSINESS SESSION

First Time Attendees
e Cesar A. Robles Jr. - Team RWB Knoxville President
e Erica McMannes — Founder of Instant Teams - Provides remote work for military spouses
Alexis Ware - American Red Cross Service to the Armed Forces Regional Director
Colleen Miller- Knoxville Vet Center Director.

Treasurer’s Report —Tim Thurston

Beginning Balance: $40,670.15
Deposits including interest: 3,818.18
Expenses: -24,018085

Ending Balance: $20,466.42

President’s Report — Leslie Purser
Hoping everyone had a great Thanksgiving Holiday. Reminder that today is Pearl Harbor Day and that
82 years ago our country was attacked. Please keep those families in your prayers.

ETMAC News - Patrice Collins

Thank you for supporting the ETMAC Veterans Luncheon was a great success. Tentative plans for
November 12, 2024, for next year’s luncheon. Possible change of venue due to construction in the
Airport Hilton area. More information will be available later in the new year. Next month’s meeting
will be January 11 and planned to be at the chamber but that may have to change, you will be notified
of any changes. Our March 2024 meeting will be at the Red Cross.

ETMAC Elections — Owen Ragland — Election will now be conducted for President, Vice President,
and Treasurer who will serve for a one (1) year period and for two (2) board members who will serve for
a three (3) year period. A slate is being Presented (see attachment) and nominations will be taken from
the floor as each office is announced for election. Only paid members will be able to vote.

Election Results:

President — Leslie Purser (MG, USA ret.) Third Term

Vice President — Jim Mungenast (GG, USAFR ret.) Third Term

Treasurer — Tim Thurston (Col, USAF ret.) Second Term

Board Member — Kim Spencer (Business Owner)

Board Member — Doug Ottinger (Business Administrator)

Webmaster’s Report — Dent Young — 437 visitors in November. 8 questionable visitors from China.
The Local Resources, Calendar, ETMAC Luncheon and Veterans Resources pages were the most
visited.




MILITARY UNIT UPDATES

e 3rd Regiment of the Tennessee State Guard — LTC Gary Phillips — unable to attend
e 1-100" Engineer Battalion — Maj Matt Marshall — unable to attend

e 119th Cyberspace Operations Squadron — Maj Ethan Frazier — Nothing to report

e 1-230 Assault Helicopter Battalion — CPT Hulon Holmes — unable to attend

e 134th Air Refueling Wing — Col Brian Hooks — Had a great drill weekend with a family holiday
event. Unit was able to complete some pre-deployment training requirements. Large deployment
cycle January — December 2024. 572" Band gave a final performance for the base before
disbanding, ending the unit’s service and disbanding.

e 278th Armored Cavalry Unit — LTC Colby Tippens — Participated in the annual Cav Ball with 680 in
attendance. Drill this weekend consisting of mandatory briefings and family Christmas events.
Regimental Soldier of the Year competition in Tullahoma. Winners will go on to compete at state
level. Unit has been and will continue preparing for CTC rotation coming up in Ft. Cavazos Texas in
June of 2024. After that rotation the part of the regiment located in Texas will be deploying armored
heavy combined arms battalion task force to operation Spartan Shield and the Joint Multi-National
Training Group Europe will be in Germany working with Ukrainian troops. The regiment has
modernized with new equipment and has sent to older but serviceable equipment to the Ukrainian
troops.

e 332nd Air Force Recruiting Squadron — MSgt Curtis Jones — unable to attend
o 489" Civil Affairs Battalion — MAJ Kyle Collins — unable to attend

e 844th Engineering Battalion — CPT Andrew Turner — Family event coming up in December. The
Battalion HHC will conduct a change of command. In November several units went to Ft Campbell
for range qualifications. Supported UT Army ROTC with their weapons familiarization training at
the Sheriff’s Range. This will be Captain Turner’s last ETMAC meeting; he will be PCS-ing to UT
ROTC Detachment soon.

e Carson Newman Army ROTC — Pat Bivens — unable to attend.

e D Co 4th Combat Engineer Battalion — 1% SGT Yuen — Thank you to everyone who brought toys to
the ETMAC Luncheon for the Toys for Tots campaign, it was a huge contribution to the campaign.
The month of December will be busy with Toys for Tots activities culminating with distribution the
17" 21%. Members interested in volunteering can contact 1% Sgt Yuen or visit the website.

e ETSU Army ROTC — CPT Vincent Mancinelli — December 8, commissioning ceremony for UVA
Wise satellite campus. ETSU cadet commissioning ceremony on December 15. In January ETSU
will have 8 cadets attend Air Assault school at Ft Campbell. Currently planning a joint FTX with UT
Martin and Carson Newman University.

e |.G. Brown Training and Education Center — LTC Derick Wakefield — unable to attend

e Knoxville Recruiting Company (Army) — LT Cebreros — Several recruiters are going to listen to
MOH recipient Sammy Lee Davis speak today. Holiday party on December 15.

e Military Entrance Processing Station — LCDR Chantrelle Harris — Med Tech position still open but
closing today. January 10 recruiter orientation and on January 11 RC partner meeting.

e National Guard Recruiting and Retention BN — 1LT Daryl Jackson — unable to attend

e Naval Reserve Center Knoxville — CDR Jeremy Reynard — unable to attend

e Tennessee Wing, Civil Air Patrol — Col Dent Young — No Report




e UT Air Force ROTC — Lt Col Damien “Pulse” Johnson — unable to attend

e UT Army ROTC - LTC Jimmy Lucas — unable to attend
VETERAN ORGANIZATIONS UPDATES

e Air and Space Force Association — Dick Webber — AFA Membership event on December 1 yielded 8
new members. January 16 STEM Event at Prospect Elementary.

e American Job Center — David McDonough — unable to attend

e American Legion Post 2 — Mike Testerman — Moving meetings from DAYV to the Red Cross, next
meeting on January 8. Today, Pearl Harbor event at 12:45 at Lyons View.

e American Red Cross Knoxville — Alexis Ware — Accepting requests to provide deployment and other
mandatory briefings to military units. Please email Alexis with requests for now but a new Knoxville
area coordinator has been hired and will start soon.

e Ben Atchley Veteran’s Home — Doug Ottinger — Cleveland TN State Veteran’s Home is officially
open. That facility is accepting new residents, it has 108 total beds with 9 current residents. Thanks
to DAV for bringing MOH recipient Sammy Davis to visit the residents, they really enjoyed it.

e Captain Bill Robinson Vietnam Veterans of America Chapter 1078 — Pat Polis — unable to attend.

e CNS/Y-12 Serving our Service Members — Jeremy Marcoe — No report for the group but, CNS is
recruiting transitioning service members for employment with them. If you know any service
members eligible for the Skills Bridge Program, please direct them to CNS.

e DAR — Emory Road Chapter — Donna Hairston — nothing to report

e Disabled Veterans Chapter #24 — Garrett Hanas — unable to attend

e Fast Tennessee Veteran’s Honor Guard — Stuart Hall — unable to attend.

e East Tennessee Veterans Memorial Association — Joleen Dewald — Thanks to everyone who attended
the ceremony for the newest MOH recipient. ETVMA Medal of Honor evening will be on May 6.
The website portal will open at the beginning of the new year. Get your table reservation quickly as it
is expected to sell out by mid-February. Individual seating will not be available.

e  East Tennessee Women Veterans Network — Jessica Hodge — In November the group attended the
ETMAC luncheon, participated in the Veterans’ Day parade with a large contingent of members,
attended the Dixie Stampede Military salute with 38 members in attendance and performed a quilts
of valor ceremony for 8 women veterans. On December 2 the group attended the Holiday Bash and
enjoyed it as their holiday party. Upcoming fundraiser on March 23, partnering with ESA
International and Cokesbury UMC. It will be an auction and dinner event supporting ETWVN and
Susannah’s House, a program for mothers in addiction recovery. ETWVN supports this program as
they have referred a few women veterans to it and they successfully completed the program.

e  Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve (ESGR) - Gen Tommy Cauthen — Continuing with
the mission as best as possible despite the challenges of the continuing resolution. Enjoyed the
ETMAC Luncheon with thanks to Leslie for recognizing Knox County Schools as Freedom Award
recipient. Freedom Award nominations open until Dec. 31. Please encourage your service




members to nominate their outstanding employers for the Secretary of Defense’s Employers for
Freedom Award.

Fleet Reserve Association — Eric Nash — unable to attend.

Helen Ross McNabb Veterans Services — Lou Danner — unable to attend

Honor Air - Joe Sutter — Reunion Breakfast for the October flight was on November 4. Flight 34
will take place in April.

Irreverent Warriors — Christine Shawhan — Organization will attend the Wreath Across America
ceremony on December 16 at Knoxville National Cemetery where their President, John Shawhan,
will put out the first wreath. Silkies and Sweaters Holiday Event on December 30, all are welcome,
see their Facebook group for ticketing information. May 11" IW Silkies Hike in Knoxville. Now
partnering with Grunt Style on a national level.

James H Quillen VA Medical Center — Joshua Higgins — Opening the VA Dental Clinic in
Knoxville in January for Veterans who are eligible for VA dental care benefits. Not open to all
Veterans. Participated in the Johnson City Veterans Day Parade. Hoping to also participate in the
Knoxville Parade in the future.

Knoxville’s Community Development Corporation — VVeteran Housing Devel. — Liberty Place - Marisa
Moazen — No Report

Knoxville Habitat for Heroes — Rick Garner - unable to attend

Knox County Veteran Services Office — Tom Humphries — No Report

Knoxville Regional Veterans Mental Health Council — Cindy Winterberger — unable to attend

Knoxville Vet Center — Colleen Miller — Hosted a Women Veterans’ Town Hall event on
November 29, very successful. Have free counseling services available for veterans and family
members.

Marine Corps League #924 — Susie Schmidt — unable to attend

MOAA - Bill Greive — Campbell County VVA is having a Christmas Dinner this evening.
Campbell County Honor Guard Christmas Dinner on Saturday the 16"

Military Order of the World Wars (MOWW)/ Reserve Officers Assoc.— Bill Grieve — Meeting
Wednesday the 13th at 1100 at Rothchild’s.

Mission Phoenix — Kim Russell — unable to attend

Mountain Man Memorial March — Justin Howe — March will take place April 19-20, the website is
open for registrations, volunteering, and donations. They now have information and photos on
several social media sites.

National Guard Employment Enhancement Program — Karena Lollis — Department of Veterans’
Affairs Job Fair (Virtual) Usajobs.com/virtualveteransjobfair/ Connect with TN ESGR on LikedIn-
linkedin.com/in/tennessee-esgr-458583188!

ORNL/UT Battelle Veterans Group — Lisa Bollinger — Enjoyed the luncheon. ORNL was honored
by USDOL with the Gold Medallion Award. Over 700 Veterans and Guardsman are currently
working at ORNL and they are wanting to hire more. Service Member and veterans can use Skills
Bridge if they are transitioning or if already separated, they can apply at ornl.gov. The lab will be
starting a lunch and learn program in 2024.

STAR — Horses & Heroes Program — Chelsea Taylor — unable to attend

TN Department of Veteran Services — Knoxville Field Office — Charles McGhee — No Report

The Lost Vets Rescue — Sharon Neumann/William Franklin - unable to attend




e  United Veterans Council — Natalie Donahue — Saturday the 16™ is National Wreath Day at the
three local veteran’s cemeteries. Information can be found on KnoxWreaths.org

e  University of Tennessee Medical Center — VETS (Veterans Engaging for Team Support)- John
Jeffries — In November they participated in the ETMAC luncheon, hosted a Veterans Day
breakfast and participated in the Veterans Day parade. They are hiring and job postings are at
https://www.utmedicalcenter.org/join-our-team

e UT Army ROTC Alumni Council - Geoff Freeman — No Report
° UT Veterans Pre-College Program — Daniel Blackburn — unable to attend

e VFW Post 5154 in Maryville — Neal Whetsel — Renovations are almost complete. Flooring should
be installed by the end of next week. Come by the post to see the renovations and the Christmas
light display that they have set up.

e  Veteran Heritage Site Foundation — Marilyn Childress — Thanks to ETMAC for awarding her the
Sam Hardman award. Thanks to Jessica for putting together the Christmas Bash which was a great
success. Proceeds will be going to the Veterans’ Breakfast program. There will be another Bash
next year! For Wreath Across America, VHSF has a little over 1,600 veteran gravesites to honor
wreaths outside of the Veterans’ Cemeteries and will need volunteers to help with wreath
placement for of these sites, please volunteer through the website . Wreath laying dates do not
conflict with National Wreath Day events. DAR Wimberly Military Service Scholarship
applications are now open to active duty and veterans, see Marilyn for information. Deadline is
February 15.

e  Veterans Mental Health Council — Cindy Winterberger — unable to attend

e  Veterans Upward Bound — Halle Timpson — Thank you to the Knoxville Vet Center for allowing
them to participate in the Women Veterans” Town Hall and to Jessica and VHSF for putting
together the Holiday Bash, the office was able to go as a group and had a wonderful time. Since
September 1 they have been able to assist 30 veterans to access and enroll with their VA
educational benefits

° Volunteers of America — Brenda Strassler — unable to attend

e Wallace Real Estate- Leading RE Heroes Program — Carol Hart — Joined ETMAC to share their
veterans real estate program with ETMAC and to find volunteer opportunities for their
organization.

° New Member — Team RWB Knoxville — Caesar Robles Jr — Attended the Women Veterans’
Town Hall at the Vet Center. Looking forward to working the membership of ETMAC in the
future!

Save The Date:
The next ETMAC at the Knoxville Chamber of Commerce on Thursday, January 11, at 8:30 am

Any input or corrections to these minutes, please contact Jessica Hodge at
865-765-4494 or at jjhodge@veteransheritagesite.org

ETMAC Board of Directors:
Leslie Purser, President C: 757/537-0734 purserjl@verizon.net

Geoff Freeman, Immediate Past President C: 843/743-5661 gafreeman@comcast.net
Jim Mungenast, Vice President C: 865/386-5859_ bamaforce@aol.com
Tim Thurston, Treasurer/Membership C: 210/540-4531 timthurston1972@gmail.com

Jessica Hodge, Secretary & Communications Director, jjhodge@veteransheritagesite.org of 865/765-
4494
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Patrice Collins, Board Member & ETMAC Administrator: C: 865/806-4487
pcollins@knoxvillechamber.com

Cindy Winterberger, At Large Director W: 865/679-4754__cwinterb@covhlth.com

Pat Polis, At Large Director C: 865/659-4450_revpatS@comcast.net

Patti McGrew, At Large Director C: 865/335-6423 patty.mcgrew@veteransheritagesite.org
Lyle Allen, At Large Director C: 423/631-2048 W: 865/633-0000 x 4407 lyle.allen@va.gov
Christine Shawhan, At Large Director C: 682/365-7182 pcshawhan@yahoo.com

Robert Brown, ETMAC Calendar C: 865/458-0759_rl_brown@hotmail.com

Dent Young, Webmaster, C: 865/604-8621 W: 865/483-7467_387543@tncap.us

Unit and Veteran Organization Contact Information

ETMAC
www.ETMAC.org

American Job Center/State of TN Dept of Labor
https://www.tn.gov/workforce/jobs-and-education/services-by-group/services-by-group-
redirect/job-placement-for-veterans.html or www.jobs4tn.gov

American Legion
legionknox.com
https://www.facebook.com/Post2Knoxville/

American Red Cross
http://www.redcross.org/local/tennessee/local-chapters/east-tennessee
https://www.facebook.com/RedCrossTN/

Ben Atchley

http://www.tsvh.org/

https://www.facebook.com/TNStateVetreans/

Bunker Labs Knoxville
https://chapters.bunkerlabs.org/knoxville/

Captain Bill Robinson Vietnam Veterans of America Chapter 1078
http://www.vval078.org/
https://www.facebook.com/vvachapter1078knoxville/

Combat Veterans Motorcycle Assoc 18-12
https://www.cvmal8-12.com/upcoming-gatherings.html
https://www.facebook.com/events/481217796399085

Disabled Veterans Chapter 24
https://www.dav.org

East Tennessee Veterans Memorial Association_https://etvma.org/
https://www.facebook.com/ETVMA/-

East Tennessee Women Veterans Network _https://etnwomenveterans.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/etnwomenveterans
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Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve (ESGR)
https://www.esgr.mil/About-ESGR/Contact/Local-State-Pages/Tennessee
https://www.facebook.com/Tennessee-ESGR-171685266196286/

Honor Air
http://www.honorairknoxville.com/
https://www.facebook.com/honorair/

Humana — Janet Storm Barnes 865/329-8892 jstorm-barnes@humana.com

KCDC — Marisa Moazen - mmoazen@Xkcdc.org

Knoxville Habitat for Heroes
https://knoxvillehabitatforhumanity.com/habitat-for-heroes/
https://www.facebook.com/KnoxvilleHabitatforHumanity/

Knights of Columbus Henry Usey 865-246-4413

Knoxville Regional Veterans Mental Health Council http://tnvhc.org/

Knox County Veteran Services Office_https://www.knoxcounty.org/veterans/
thomas.humphries@knoxcounty.org

Knoxville Vet Center - https://www.vetcenter.va.gov/

Lost VVets Rescue - thelostvetsrescue2022@gmail.com ; (865) 518-1012 ; https://thelostvets.org/

Marine Corps League - http://www.mclknox.org/

Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) www.moaa.org

Military Order of the World Wars (MOWW) - www.moww.org

Mountain Man Memorial March
http://mountainmanmemorialmarch.com/
https://www.facebook.com/TheMountainManMemorialMarch/

Pets for Vets — Heinz Lauer ceclauer@gmail.com or 865/888-2754

Project Healing Waters FishingJoe.noe@projecthealingwaters.org 629-213-9707

Team RWB Knoxville - Cesar Robles - cesara.robles@yahoo.com (609) 957-2963

United Veterans Council of East Tennessee, Inc.

https://m.facebook.com/pages/category/Nonprofit- Organization/The-United-Veterans-Council-of-East-
Tennessee-Inc- 1912897478820375/

UT Army ROTC Alumni Council
http://alumni.utk.edu/s/1341/alumni/interior alumni.aspx?sid=1341&gid=2&pqid=7955
https://mww.facebook.com/UTKArmyROTC/

Veteran Heritage Site Foundation_http://veteransheritagesite.org/
https://www.facebook.com/VeteransHeritageSiteFoundation

Volunteers of America — Brenda Strassler 865/338-3372 brendas@voamid.org
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Volunteer State Honor Guard http://www.milhonors.com

Y12 Servicing our Service Members (SOS) https://www.y12.doe.gov/ Bonnie Harlow (865) 406-4237
bonnie.harlow@pxy12.doe.gov and Christine Shawhan (865) 410-4815 christine.shawhan@pxy12.doe.gov
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