East Tennessee Military Affairs Council (ETMAC)
December 5, 2024 — Knoxville Chamber

Thank you to Panera Bread for sponsoring our breakfast treats today!!!

We are recruiting donut sponsors for our 2025 meetings! @) If anyone is interested in providing donuts, please let
Patrice know. We greatly appreciate our breakfast sponsors!

ETMAC BUSINESS SESSION

e Welcome and call to order - ETMAC President, MG Leslie Purser, US Army, Ret. Number of
e Pledge of Allegiance Attendees: 80

e Welcome new attendees:
o John Kirkegaard — Irreverent Warriors
o SSG Leonard Felton — Knoxville East Army Recruiting
o Jeremy Bohanan — retired military
o Brad Fleming — retired Navy CWO5
o MSgt Amy Robinson, 1.G. Brown TEC
Treasurer’s Report — Tim Thurston
e Webmaster’s Report — Dent Young
e 2025 ETMAC Officers/Board Elections - Owen Ragland — Election Nomination Committee Chair
o Opening nominations from the floor as well as following members:
o Pres, VP, and Treasures: Leslie Purser, Jim Mungenast, Tim Thurston
o Board members: 3-year-term: Paul Ollis (first horizon), Tom Humphries
o Called out for any additional nominations: First and Second nominated; no one opposed
e President’s Report — Leslie Purser
o Request Wayne from Mt Home Veterans Hospital
= Leadership transitions because of sexual misconduct allegations that is now public
Pending selection of new medical director
VA has zero tolerance policy
Active investigation is ongoing, and the final report will be public and read it yourself first hand
Still dedicated to helping veterans: Wall That Heals in May and stood up emergency services during
hurricane relief and contact the most vulnerable veteran services (helicopter rescue story)
o VA system is still there for them; there may be concerns and reassure them to reach out for the truth.
e ETMAC Updates/2024 ETMAC Veterans Luncheon Recap — Patrice Collins
o Looking at venues and where to have 2025
o GMAIL issues — bouncing emails from Patrice; please reach out if you have issues
o ETMAC dues will be due in Jan - $100 for groups, $25 for individuals
e Jason Hardy — Military Chorus kick off in Jan
o Info Session and Boot Camp coming in the spring
o Looking for participants

MILITARY UNIT UPDATES
> Knoxville Recruiting Company — CPT Francisco Cebreros — attending his last meeting ©
o Appreciate support during my time
» 1-230 Assault Helicopter Battalion — CPT Giovanni Dezuani
o Transition from DOMOPS to training opportunities (exercises or deployment prep)
> 134" Air Refueling Wing Group — Col Lisa Simmons
o Distinguished Cross ceremony and Assumption of Command during Dec drill
o 24 members deployed and please think of them during the holidays
> 278" Armored Cavalry Regiment — CW4 Brian Culberson & CW3 Joanna Dunphy (Cubby’s replacement)
o New soldiers joined at luncheon; great eye-opening experience for them
o Guardians supporting the hurricanes; Jackson, Tenn engineers supported
o Decdrill is family dinner and CAV Ball (completely professional)
o Time pre-mobilization from Ft Bliss; Kuwait for Spartan Shield movements
Mob coming up for Germany to train European soldiers
> 332”d Air Force Recruiting Sqdrn — MSgt Nicholas Roget/TSgt Michael Sandoval unable to attend
> 489" Civil Affairs Battalion — MAJ Michael Mendes
o Joint dining out in Dec with 844th
o Working on NTC in March
> 844" Engineer Battalion — MSG Earl Willett
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o Focusing on CTS exercise preparation
Carson Newman Army ROTC — LTC Leigh Kennedy
o Branch night for senior cadets — find out which branch of the Army they will get (Dec 5™)
o Nov: Color guard supported Veterans Day event and Contracted 10 cadets during a basketball game
o Dec 12" — delivering toys to Smokey Mountain children’s home
o Wreath laying on Dec 14
o Reduction in scholarships for cadets — looking for organizations to support to offset the deficits
Co D 4" Combat Engineer Battalion — Capt Douglas Wainwright
o Nov 16" — MC Ball was held
o Toys for Tots season — Friday, 13 Dec final collection date. Looking to support 6K children this year
» Distro Dec 17-19 in Powell
Delta Troop 2-398th CAV IET OSUT Drill Sergeant Unit - CPT Jordan Bertrand/1SG Byron Williams—new member
ETSU Army ROTC — April Cheyene - unable to attend
I.G. Brown Training and Education Center — Lt Col Jacob Corbett
o 150 member graduation; Instructor course with 12 students on campus
Knoxville MEPS — LCDR Chantrelle Harris/1SG Melvin White I11 — unable to attend
National Guard Recruiting and Retention BN — CPT Michael Jester
o Passed numbers from last year; 87 accessions so far this month
o Working through some schools receive funding for recruitment but not allowing conducive meet-ups
= |If you have a connect; please help us with positive communication
Naval Reserve Center - Knoxville — CDR Jeremy Reynard Unable to attend
Tennessee Wing, Civil Air Patrol — Col Dent Young Unable to attend
US Coast Guard Recruiting — Chief Andrew Sheean/PO1 Nicholas Gavin — Unable to attend
UT Air Force ROTC — Capt Holly Livingston
o Veterans Day run completed; contracting ceremony: 26 cadets commissioned
o Commissioning 3 on Dec 13"
o 13 Dec - 21 Jan break on campus
UT Army ROTC — LTC Mike Wellock
o $40K donations to cadets distributed this month
o MOH will be speaking at UT on Dec 5%
o Dec activities: 46 branch reveal and 8 cadets getting commissioned
o Dec 14" — Wreath laying ceremony

VETERAN ORGANIZATIONS UPDATES
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Air & Space Force Association — Dick Webber
o Teacher of the Year: Tim Smyrl (Harden Valley Academy)
o No meeting in Dec, resume in Jan
American Job Center — Mack McCollum, Jr
o Octand Nov: job fairs served 350+ people
o One event this month; Dec 12"
American Legion Post 2 — Joleen Dewald — unable to attend
American Red Cross — Knoxville Chapter — Tom DeHoog
o Hired permanent Knox/East Tenn region starts in Jan (retired Army MSGT)
o Pamphlet — home fire or extreme emergency info for “Hero Care Network”
= Service member contact service
Arrowmont School of Arts and Crafts Veterans Program — Isaac Collins/Steve Thompson — unable to attend
Ben Atchley Veteran’s Home — Doug Ottinger
o Vacancies for residents
Captain Bill Robinson Vietnam Veterans of America - Chapter 1078 — Pat Polis
o Saturday Breakfast reminders
o Dec 14" wreath placement this weekend — Still raising funds
o Reminder: Dec 14" — Army vs Navy game!
CNS/Y-12 Serving our Service Members (SOS) — Kristen Rawson - unable to attend
Comfort Crew for Military Kids — Angela Salyer — unable to attend
CVMA 18-3 — Chris “Matty” Mathison - unable to attend
DAYV — Chapter 24 — Garret Hanas — unable to attend
East Tennessee Veterans Honor Guard Program — Jim Mungenast
o 6 in person donation locations: Raised $83K
o Knoxville Wholesale Furniture will pay the difference to get us to $100K (supporting 11 honor guards in the
area — ALWAYS need volunteers
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East Tennessee Veterans Memorial Association — Joleen Dewald — unable to attend
East Tennessee Women Veterans Network — Marilyn Childress
o 5.11 Hike to Remember support in January in Knoxville

ESGR — Tommy Cauthen/Steve Martin
o Presented 2 Patriot Awards presented at UT football game/UT Athletic Department
o 134" USSERA Briefing/required annually
o Dec 31%is deadline for Freedom Award
First Horizon Bank Military Community Resource Group — Paul Ollis
o Non-profit grants still open until Dec 31% (up to $10K)
Fleet Reserve Association — Eric Nash
o Navy, Marine, Coast Guard opportunities (officers and enlisted)
Frontline Gardens — Stephanie Trost — unable to attend
Honor Air — Joe Sutter — nothing to report
Irreverent Warriors — John Kirkegaard
o Silkies and Sweaters; Dec 21* at Casual Pint — Northshore (sign up on Eventbrite)
= W Knoxville Silkies and Sweaters Holiday Party Tickets, Sat, Dec 21, 2024 at 6:00 PM | Eventbrite
James H. Quillen VA Medical Center — Wayne Chiasson
o See notes above from investigation
o 2 New Features:
= Pharmacy is launching a pre-fill system (maintenance meds)
= MyHealthvet accounts: Updated to ID@me account or .gov account
Knoxville Habitat for Heroes — Rick Garner — unable to attend
Knoxville’s Community Development Corporation - Marisa Moazen - unable to attend
Knox County Veteran Services Office — Heidi Paumen nothing to report
Knoxville Vet Center — Lyle Allen — unable to attend
Marine Corps League — Susie Schmidt — unable to attend
Mission Phoenix — Ken Williams — unable to attend
Mountain Man Memorial March — Justin Howe
o April 11-12, 2025
o Cindy King: Office of Comms at UT/promoting military and ROTC units
MOWW/Reserve Officers Association — Bill Grieve
o Next Meeting, Dec 11" at 11am
o Working on scholarships for $500 and $1000 amounts
Oak Ridge National Lab/UT Battelle Veterans Group — Lisa Bollinger
o Thank you 134" for boss lift and will be placing wreaths on lab property (150 markers)
Pets for Vets — Heinz Lauer unable to attend
Rocky Top Veterans Foundation — Taryn & Chris Bryant unable to attend
Smoky Mountain Service Dogs — Joe Tedesco unable to attend
STAR — Horses & Heroes Program — Kara Price — unable to attend
Team Red, White, & Blue — Cesar Robles unable to attend
The Lost Vets Rescue — Willie Franklin — Unable to attend
TN Department of Veteran Services — Knoxville Field Office — Charles McGhee
o Mandatory fun on Dec 12
o Very limited walk-in capability to please set an appointment
TN National Guard — JFHQ — Family Violence Prevention — Tonya Mohn — unable to attend
United Veterans Council — Natalie Donahue
o Wreaths Across America program — Dec 14" will be going on at noon at three locations
UT Medical Center - VETS (Veterans Engaging for Team Support) - John Jeffries — unable to attend
UT Army ROTC Alumni Council — Geoff Freeman — nothing to report
VFW Post 5154 - Maryville — Neal Whetsel
o Completed light display behind post — 12 different themes you can circle around
Veterans Heritage Site Foundation — Marilyn Childress
o marilyn.childress@veteransheritagesite.org or (678) 920-1989
o Wreath Placement
= Volunteers are needed especially at the W. Miller Cove Cemetery and Magnolia Cemetery.


https://www.eventbrite.com/e/iw-knoxville-silkies-and-sweaters-holiday-party-tickets-1088785790609?aff=oddtdtcreator&fbclid=IwY2xjawHJZa1leHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHdLT8UD4EiV4UfRZX8Fh-jBDpSbRKSRl3ImSKRazH5ONjchRE425JT6pXg_aem_num-1evpGX0vXcz0L2NPXg
mailto:marilyn.childress@veteransheritagesite.org
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Friday, December 13 at 12:00 Noon at Cades Cove. Meet at noon at the Primitive Baptist
Church. From there going to the other cemeteries following the loop.

Saturday, December 14 at 10:00 AM at the Pleasant Forest Cemetery for the Town of
Farragut wreath placement at the 4 cemeteries including Pleasant Forest, Virtue, Grigsby
Chapel, and Union Cumberland Presbyterian.

Saturday, December 14 at 12:00 Noon at The Concord Masonic Lodge

Saturday, December 14 at 2:00 pm at Magnolia Cemetery in Maryville

Saturday, December 14 at 3:30 pm at the Mars Hill Cemetery

Sunday, December 15 at 10:00 am at the Great Smoky Mountain NP Headquarters for
placement at the various locations in the Park

Sunday, December 15 at 1:00 pm at the W. Miller Cove Cemetery on W. Miller Cove Rd in
Walland TN.

Also, we need volunteers to go to Bryson City to place wreaths at the Lauada Cemetery as there
are 17 GSMNP veterans buried there who were moved when the lake was made.

Dec 7: Pearl Harbor honors

Headstone cleaning coming up — hike opportunities

» Veterans Upward Bound Program — Daniel Blackburn (Hallie)

o Here to help maximize veterans benefits for education

o Digital literacy skills improvement program (all service, Guard, and Reserves)
> Volunteers of America — Stephanee Pate-West unable to attend
» Wallace Real Estate — Homes for Heroes Program — Jim Bleiden

o Savings that can be applied to closing or relocation

o Coversall of Tenn

Thank you to outgoing Board members Patty McGrew and Lyle Allen!!

**PLEASE NOTE — The next ETMAC meeting will be Thursday, January 9, at 8:30 am at
the Knoxville Chamber. This is the 2" Thursday in January...




ETMAC Treasurer Report-2024 Dec 2024

ETMAC Treasurer's Report
Date: Dec 2, 2024
Beginning Balance $41,323.23
Money Market Post Date $25,031.39
Income 11-29 Interest 56.71
Expenses 11/15 United Veeterans Council -51,500.00
Business Share Total $23,538.10
Checking 516,291.84
Income 11/12/2024 Stripe 81.26
11/13/2024 Stripe 81.26
11/14/2024 Deposit 400
11/18/2024 Stripe 2592
11/21/2024 Stripe 2592
614.36
Expenses 11/4/2024 Knox Chamber - parking -103.00
11/4/2024 High Resolutions -220.17
11/13/2024 Knox Chamber -2500.00
11/13/2024 wild Iris -884.00
11-13/24 Bridgewater Place -11942.30
11/15/2024 Slamdot -100.00
11/18/2024 Paypal-donation iho John Becker -200.00
-15949.47
Small Business Share Total $956.73
Monthly Ending Balance $24,494 .83
Submitted by Tim Thurston




