
ETMAC – FEBRUARY 5, 2009 MEETING SUMMARY 

UPCOMING MEETINGS AND EVENTS 
MARCH 5TH     ETMAC Meeting, 0830 HRS American Red Cross, Middlebrook Pike 

MARCH 7TH     844th Yellow Ribbon Day Program and Events 

MARCH 26TH   844TH Deployment Ceremony, Weisgarber Road 

MARCH 26TH   Center for the Study of War and Society Open House 

MARCH 28TH   Vietnam Veterans Welcome Home Event, Crossville 

APRIL 3/4        Mountain Man March, UT Senior Army ROTC Unit 

APRIL 8TH       Honor Air Flight 

APRIL 25TH     MOWW Massing of Colors, 2nd Presbyterian Church 

MAY 25TH        Smokies Baseball Memorial Day Program 

 

STAY CURRENT:   CHECK WWW.ETMAC .ORG 

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS 
The meeting of the East Tennessee Military Affairs Council was held on Thursday, 
February 5th at the offices of the Knoxville Chamber Partnership 17 Market Square, 
Joseph Mazzola presiding. A total of 42 members and guests were present. The 
summary of the January meeting was approved. Treasurer Carl Newby’s report 
shows a balance as of January 31, 2009 of $8,208.29. 

DISCUSSION ITEMS 

East	
  Tennessee	
  Veterans	
  Memorial	
  Association	
  (ETVMA)	
  (Crawford)	
  
Mike	
  Crawford	
  reported	
  the	
  city’s	
  plan	
  to	
  construct	
  a	
  playground	
  near	
  the	
  Veterans	
  Memorial	
  
at	
  the	
  World’s	
  Fair	
  site	
  and	
  requested	
  ETMAC’s	
  support	
  to	
  oppose	
  this	
  plan.	
  
	
  
Honor	
  Air	
  (Coffman)	
  
The	
  next	
  flight	
  is	
  scheduled	
  for	
  April	
  8th.	
  Guardians	
  and	
  funding	
  are	
  still	
  needed	
  
	
  
Ben	
  Atchlely	
  State	
  Veterans	
  Home	
  (Ed	
  Harris,	
  Administrator)	
  
Mr.	
   Harris	
   mentioned	
   the	
   residents	
   continue	
   to	
   develop	
   programs	
   to	
   be	
   involved	
   in	
   the	
  
community.	
  
	
  
Knox	
  County	
  Veterans	
  Service	
  Officer	
  (Chuck	
  Jones)	
  



The	
  office	
  handled	
  173	
  telephone	
  inquiries	
  and	
  144	
  office	
  walk	
  ins.	
  
Web	
  Site	
  (Godel)	
  
In	
  January	
  there	
  were	
  2165	
  visitors,	
  most	
  hits	
  on	
  resources	
  and	
  calendar.	
  
	
  
Other	
  Items	
  
Bruce	
   McElhaney,	
   Amvets	
   Riders	
   reported	
   on	
   a	
   Vietnam	
   Veterans	
   “Welcome	
   Home”	
  
celebration	
  scheduled	
  for	
  March	
  28th	
  and	
  29th	
  in	
  Crossville	
  
	
  
Bill	
   Feldon,	
   ETVMA	
   Founding	
   Member	
   opened	
   discussion	
   on	
   having	
   a	
   Memorial	
   Day	
  
remembrance	
  at	
  the	
  East	
  Tennessee	
  Veterans	
  Memorial	
  site	
  
	
  
Senior	
  ROTC	
  Units	
  
Discussion	
  and	
   reminder	
  of	
   the	
  “Mountain	
  Man	
  March”	
  and	
  support	
  of	
   the	
  “Road	
  March	
   for	
  
Warriors”	
  motorcycle	
  riders	
  for	
  this	
  event	
  
	
  
Military	
  Unit	
  Activity	
  
Office	
  of	
  the	
  Chief,	
  Army	
  Reserves,	
  John	
  Dyess	
  reported	
  there	
  are	
  currently	
  123,939	
  Guard	
  and	
  
Reserve	
  members	
  deployed.	
  In	
  addition,	
  Mr.	
  Dyess	
  presented	
  plaques	
  to	
  Commander	
  Pontier,	
  
Commander	
  of	
  NOSC,	
  and	
  to	
  ETMAC	
  for	
  their	
  support	
  of	
  the	
  Guard	
  and	
  Reserve	
  units.	
  
	
  
844th	
   Engineering	
   Battalion	
   is	
   scheduled	
   for	
   deployment	
   on	
   March	
   26th.	
   There	
   will	
   be	
   a	
  
deployment	
  ceremony	
  that	
  morning.	
  A	
  Yellow	
  Ribbon	
  Day	
  of	
  support	
  programs	
  and	
  events	
  for	
  
844th	
  soldiers	
  and	
  their	
  families	
  is	
  planned	
  for	
  March	
  7th	
  at	
  Rothchild’s	
  on	
  Kingston	
  Pike.	
  
	
  
Respectfully	
  Submitted,	
  	
  
	
  
	
  
Joseph	
  A.	
  Mazzola,	
  President	
  
East	
  Tennessee	
  Military	
  Affairs	
  Council	
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