
ETMAC - JANUARY 8, 2009 MEETING SUMMARY 
 
  
UPCOMING MEETINGS AND EVENTS 
FEB 5: ETMAC Meeting, 0830 HRS Knoxville Chamber of Commerce Offices. 
FEB: Annual Drill Event, UT Senior Army ROTC Unit 
MARCH: Mountain Man March, Senior Army ROTC Unit 
APRIL: Honor Air Flight 
  

STAY CURRENT:  CHECK WWW.ETMAC.ORG 
  

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS 
 
The meeting of the East Tennessee Military Affairs Council was held on Thursday, 
January 8th at the offices of the Knoxville Chamber Partnership, 17 Market Square, 
Joseph Mazzola presiding. A total of 51 members and guests were present. The summary 
of the December meeting was approved. Treasurer Carl Newby’s report shows a balance 
of $7,495.01. 
  

DISCUSSION ITEMS 
 
East Tennessee Veterans Memorial Association (ETVMA) (Crawford/Lauth) 
Mike Crawford reported that John Romeiser is the newly elected president. 
Kimberly Lauth mentioned she is no longer a full time employee of ETVMA and has 
started a consulting firm working with non-profits. 
ETVMA is still responsible for the administration of the Memorial site. 
Honor Air (Coffman/Sutter) 
The next flight is scheduled for April 2009. Guardians and funding are still needed. 
Interest is growing in surrounding counties to schedule flights for their WWII Veterans. 
Lt. Colonel Dave Evans and staff members presented a check for $3,300 to Eddie 
Mannis, Chairman and Founder of Honor Air Knoxville. 
Ben Atchlely State Veterans Home (Bayless) 
Veterans Home Administrator, Ed Harries is developing programs to integrate residents 
into the community. The residents raised $840 for employee gifts. The residents are also 
requesting material for quilts. 
Knox County Veterans Service Officer (Jones) 
The office continues to process claims and advocate for veterans issues. 
Web Site (Godel) 
There were 72 visitors per day in Dec. The Calendar and the Local Resources sites draw 
the most attention. 
Senior ROTC Units 
Reminder of the Annual Drill Event in February. 
Military Entrance Processing Station (MEPS) (Neely) 
All services continue to meet their recruiting goals. Also, a Toys for Tots drive was 
successful. 
Military Unit Activity 



844th Engineering Battalion is scheduled for deployment in March. 
119th Command and Control reported that restructuring could add 75 slots to the 
command. 
Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) (DeHoog) 
The VFW is establishing a program for the adoption of “working dogs”. 
United States Census Bureau (Marty Coffman) 
Sam Ruble, Manager of East Tennessee Census, reported the Census Bureau  
is hiring1000 workers in East Tennessee to canvas and collect census data. 
Officers for 2009 
James Dee has agreed to accept the position of ETMAC Historian. 
  
Respectfully Submitted, 
  
Joseph A. Mazzola, President 
East Tennessee Military Affairs Council 
 
 


