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ETMAC Meeting Minutes - January 11, 2024 
Meeting Location: Knoxville Chamber 

Attendees: 63 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Free breakfast on Saturdays for veterans and their guests at ten area locations. 
Doors open at 8:00 am and the chow lines open at 8:30 am 

 
1st Saturday Breakfast Locations: 

• Sevierville First United Methodist Church - 214 Cedar St, Sevierville 

• The Elks Club #160 - 5600 Lonas Rd, Knoxville 

2nd Saturday Breakfast Locations: 

• Hillcrest United Methodist Church - 1615 Price Ave, Knoxville 

• Kodak United Methodist Church - 2923 Bryan Rd Kodak 

3rd Saturday Breakfast Locations: 

• Powell Community Center -  1708 W. Emory Rd, Powell  

• Dandridge United Methodist Church -  121 E Meeting St., Dandridge 

Last* Saturday Breakfast locations:  

• DAV Chapter #24, 2600 Holbrook Dr., Knoxville 

• VFW Post 5154 in Blount County, 2561 Hobbs Rd., Louisville 

• DAV Tri-County Chapter #26, 530 Kingston Ave, Oliver Springs 

• Wears Valley United Methodist Church 3110 Wears Valley Rd, Sevierville 

* Please note that these breakfasts take place on the LAST SATURDAY OF THE MONTH. If there are 

five Saturdays in a month, there will not be any breakfasts on that fourth Saturday! 

Veteran Food Pantry - 3rd Saturday each month - 137 N Calderwood St, Alcoa, TN. 2-4pm. Visit 

https://combatvets18-3.com/ for more details. 

For a complete listing of events please visit www.etmac.org  and click events 

ETMAC BUSINESS SESSION 

First Time Attendees  

• Burrel “Mack” McCollum Jr – State of TN,  Knox County  LVER  

• Cody Dishner – American Red Cross Service to the Armed Forces  

• Kim Kallstrom – University of TN RMC 

• Terry Ann LaComb –  East TN Women Veterans Board Member 

• Zoe Brookshire – Knox County Election Commission 
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Treasury Report – Tim Thurston 

Starting Balance: $20,466.42 
Income including interest: $107.76 

Expenses: $-1,202.00 
Ending Balance: $19,372.18 

 

President’s Report – Leslie Purser - Please keep Marilyn Childress and her family in your thoughts and 

prayers as she has just had major surgery, it was not an emergency. Big thanks to everyone involved with 

the Wreaths Across America Activities last month. There were a lot of groups sponsoring local cemeteries 

this year and this will only continue each year. It is time to take wreaths down, if you would like to 

volunteer, please see a Wreaths Across America representative. This year’s ETMAC Veterans 

Appreciation and Awards Luncheon will be featuring the Navy and we need a senior Navy member to 

speak.  

ETMAC News – Leslie Purser for Patrice Collins - Patrice has fallen and had surgery but is on Zoom, 

Leslie will give the updates for her. Patrice will be sending an email out to remind everyone that it is time 

to pay their dues. Please go online to https://www.etmac.org/ and pay your dues or mail a check to the 

address on the website. Patrice will be handling memberships going forward. If an invoice is needed for 

dues, please email Patrice a request. She will be out recuperating until January 24 at the earliest so keep 

in mind that any checks may not get to the bank until that time. 

Special Guest – Zoe Brookshire – Knox County Election Commission – There will be three elections this 

year and they need citizens to volunteer at the polls. Election workers have a lot of fun meeting members of 

your community and assisting them at the polling stations. It is paid and there is a little training involved. If 

you would like to volunteer, there will be information on the back table. Please share it with your groups, 

family, and friends. 

Webmaster’s Report – Dent Young – unable to attend 

MILITARY UNIT UPDATES 

3rd Regiment of the Tennessee State Guard – LTC Gary Phillips – unable to attend  

1-100th Engineer Battalion – Maj Matt Marshall – unable to attend  

119th Cyberspace Operations Squadron – CPT Satterfield – Major Frazier in unable to attend today as he 

and his wife just welcomed their new baby and he is on leave. Just had a productive January Drill to get 

the year started off on good footing. The unit is reinstating their Company Grade Officers Counsel that 

ceased to exist several years ago and are looking for opportunities to volunteer.  

1-230 Assault Helicopter Battalion –Welcome LTC Casey Lodes, visiting Battalion Commander  – Based 

out of Middle Tennessee and the Battalion has units in Jackson, Nashville and Knoxville. Has been 

visiting the Knoxville Unit this week and is happy to be here. January 22-26 there will be additional aircraft 

out in the area utilizing our training area.  One of the three medevac units will be rotating to the Joint 

Regimental Training Center at Ft. Polk LA to train with infantry units in preparation for future deployments.  

134th Air Refueling Wing – Col Ron Selvidge  – Had a great drill weekend last weekend. This is a 

deployment year and they will be having various folks deploying soon and throughout the year. Governor 

Lee came out this past weekend to visit the unit and has been very supportive in their operations 
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supporting the October attacks in Israel. Col Selvidge and Lt Col Hurst will be traveling a lot this year and 

will be covered by Col Simmons and Captain Hamby. No new information on the KC-46 acquisition has 

been received, it’s still with the secured Air Force Installation environment being reviewed. They are, 

however, starting to receive data calls requesting information and specs regarding the request so they 

feel that news may be received later this year. Thanks to ESGR for providing their important briefings and 

information to our personnel. 

278th Armored Cavalry Unit – LTC Colby Tippens – unable to attend 

332nd Air Force Recruiting Squadron – Lt Col Mike Wilson – Need members assistance as “influencers” 

to assist with getting in with schools and other organizations that allow opportunities for them to interact 

with youth and potential recruits so they can accomplish there mission of producing the next generation of 

Airman and Space Force personnel. Unit has been struggling along with the rest of the DoD in recruiting 

but is now on the uptick and has already met their Q1 FY 2024 goal.  

489th Civil Affairs Battalion – Maj Kyle Collins – unable to attend  

844th Engineering Battalion –  Leslie Purser for Captain Brett De Hanas – The 844th is working on 

additional partnerships with multiple municipalities and organizations for construction training with their 

soldiers. Those groups include Boy Scouts of America, City of Elizabethton, and Rhea County. Select 

soldiers will attending a planning conference in New Mexico for an upcoming annual training later this 

year where soldiers will receive construction training. Congratulations to Major Andrew Turner as he has 

transferred to UT Army ROTC with Captain Brett De Hanas assuming his responsibilities and duties once 

he has arrived. Many of our uniformed full time staff personnel will be transitioning to other positions and 

units around the world this year, anticipating change and updates for ETMAC contact and 

communications. 

Carson Newman Army ROTC – Pat Bivens – Resumed classes yesterday after holiday break. This 

Saturday they are hosting a coffee and chat open to all area veterans 8:30-11:00 in the small cafeteria. 

There will be service organizations with a goal to get veterans plugged in to the community and out of 

isolation. There is room for more Veterans Organizations, see Pat after the meeting if you are interested 

in setting up a table. Lincoln Memorial University is deactivating their ROTC program as their leadership 

no longer has an interest in sustaining a relationship with ROTC.  Jan 15 the 2nd National Scholarship 

Award closes / Feb 10 military ball / Apr 7 Spring FTX.  

D Co 4th Combat Engineer Battalion – 1st SGT Yuen – unable to attend.  

ETSU Army ROTC – CPT Vincent Mancinelli – Commissioned four cadets on December 15. Currently 

have six cadets attending Air Assault School at Ft Campbell. Spring semester starts next week. Starting 

to train for the Spartan Deka race on March 9 in Knoxville. It will serve as try-outs for the all-Guard 

endurance team. Currently planning a joint FTX with UT Martin and Carson Newman University in April at 

Ft Knox.  

I.G. Brown Training and Education Center – Lt Col Jacob Corbett – On 7 Dec Col Agela Tapia relieved 

Col Roxanne Toy as she has taken over as Deputy Commander of OTS at Maxwell AFB in Alabama. 

Today is the first day of Airmen Leadership School with 40 Airman coming in from all over the country. 

Yesterday 190 NCO’s came in for NCO school from all over the country and one international student 

coming from Sierra Leon. Many thanks to the 134th for providing them with a new classroom building with 
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25 new classrooms expanding their capacity greatly. Hoping that this new space will allow for future 

growth in their mission.  

Knoxville Recruiting Company (Army) – LT Cebreros – Knoxville Recruiting company “crushed” their CIP 

inspection! 

Military Entrance Processing Station – LCDR Chantrelle Harris – Yesterday was the new recruiter 

orientation for the first quarter. Last quarter had 6 attendees and yesterday they had 22 so they are very 

excited to have all these new recruiters learning about the MEPS. Today is the RC partner meeting. 

February 16 they will not be processing as they will be doing team building that day.  

National Guard Recruiting and Retention BN –  1LT Daryl Jackson  – unable to attend  

Naval Reserve Center Knoxville – CDR Jeremy Reynard – Took this position in September and during 

this four months CDR Reynard has learned some interesting things. In 1947 the Navy rented the land on 

Alcoa Hwy that Navy Reserve Center sits on from TVA for 20 years and at the end of the lease they 

bought it. It’s now prime property with 11 acres on the Tennessee River. A year and half ago the Navy 

removed all units from the location, and they are now elsewhere. His goal is to bring units back before the 

end of his tenure focusing on river marine expeditionary forces because of the dock and the river.   

Tennessee Wing, Civil Air Patrol – Col Dent Young – unable to attend 

UT Air Force ROTC – Lt Col Damien “Pulse” Johnson – unable to attend  

UT Army ROTC – MAJ Mike Ecklund – Commissioned two cadets on Dec 15. Students are on holiday 

break and will resume classes on Jan 22. The unit was privileged and proud to support Wreaths Across 

America last month with color guard support at the Knoxville National Cemetery and  Pleasant Forest 

Cemetery in Farragut. The unit welcomes newly promoted Major Andrew Turner transitioning from the 

844th to their Cadre Program. They would like to  congratulate SSG Walton on his promotion to SFC and 

SFC Long and his family on the birth of a baby boy.    

VETERAN ORGANIZATIONS UPDATES  

Air and Space Force Association – Dick Webber – January 16 STEAM Event at Prospect Elementary. 

American Job Center – David McDonough – unable to attend 

American Legion Post 2 – Joleen DeWald – Moving meetings from DAV to the Red Cross. First 

Monday of each month, meal at 6:00 and business meeting at 7:00. Ongoing Fundraiser: The 

American Legion Post 2 has kicked off a fundraising campaign to raise the remaining funds 

needed to build the American Legion Post 2 Veterans Community Center. With the help and 

support of our local and nationwide military and veteran communities, they hope to break ground 

by Veterans Day. Please make checks payable to AL Post 2 Building Fund and mail to AL Post 2, 

PO Box 52668, Knoxville, TN 37950-2668. You can also donate online at 

https://www.gofundme.com/f/a-century-of-service-american-legion-post-2 

American Red Cross Knoxville – Cody Dishner – Looking for volunteers to provide casework involving 

contact with family members before deployment. No experience required but certainly appreciated. See 

Cody for more information. Accepting requests to provide deployment and other mandatory briefings to 

military units.  
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Ben Atchley State Veteran’s Home – Doug Ottinger – Business as usual with four empty beds. Thank you 

to all the veteran organizations that provided over $30,000 worth of Christmas gifts to the residents. Staff 

openings for nurses and CNA’s.  

Captain Bill Robinson Vietnam Veterans of America Chapter 1078 – Pat Polis – 2nd largest chapter in the 

state. During their Christmas dinner they were able to sponsor 140 foster children for Christmas. Wreaths 

Across America was able to cover every grave in the local veterans cemeteries this year.  

CNS/Y-12 Serving our Service Members – unable to attend. 

DAR – Emory Road Chapter – Donna Hairston – nothing to report 

Disabled Veterans Chapter #24 – Garrett Hanas – unable to attend 

East Tennessee Veteran’s Honor Guard – Jim Mungenast – Over the last 30 years they have officially 

provided honors at 7,000 funerals as of this week. In addition, they have also provided color guard 

support in almost the same number. In the past few years, there have been multiple occasions when they 

have had two events on the same day. New, hopefully younger, volunteers are needed desperately. 

Volunteers must be honorably discharged veterans.  

East Tennessee Veterans Memorial Association – Joleen Dewald –ETVMA Medal of Honor evening will 

be on May 6 at The Foundry with Larry Taylor as the honoree and GEN BB Bell as the speaker. The 

website portal is live, and the event is expected to sell out by mid-February. Individual seating will not be 

available.  

East Tennessee Women Veterans Network – Jessica Hodge – On December 2 the group attended the 

Holiday Bash and enjoyed it as their holiday party and the Sevier County group met for a holiday lunch 

the following week. One of the members passed away in early December and the group helped organize 

her funeral on December 18, with many thanks to the East TN Honor Guard for their service. Karaoke 

tomorrow night at Asia Café West. 5.11 Hike to Remember on January 20th, will be hosting hikers with 

donuts and coffee. Upcoming fundraiser on March 22, seeking donations of items and services for the 

auction.  

Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve (ESGR) – Steve Martin – November 29, Tennessee ESGR 

State Chair Tommy Cauthen presented the ESGR Patriotic Employer Award to Van Tyler, owner of Van 

Tyler Excavating Company in Knoxville, for his outstanding support of his two employees who are 

members of the 278th ACR, TN ARNG. The company has been doing some work at McGee Tyson ANG. 

ESGR participated in the 134th’s family Christmas party with Kim Spencer helping the children make 

ornaments. Thanks to the 134th for having them at their yellow Ribbon event. 

Fleet Reserve Association – Eric Nash – No Report 

Helen Ross McNabb Veterans Services – Lou Danner – unable to attend 

Honor Air - Joe Sutter – Flight 34 will take place on April 10th. Notification letters going out next week to 

the selected Veterans and escorts.  

Irreverent Warriors –  Leslie Purser for Christine Shawhan – Participating in the 5.11 Hike to Remember 

on January 20th. Trivia Night at Corner 16 Northshore January 24 at 7:00. Hosting Pigeon Forge Trifecta 

on February 3 starting at Grunt Style at the Tanger outlets noon-5 then moving over to the Coffee Armory 
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at the shops at Mountain Mile to get some Black Rifle Coffee Company treats and at about 5:30 step off 

for the Winterfest Wonders of Lights Walking Trail ending in Patriot Park with light tributes to veterans. All 

are welcome, see their Facebook group for more information. May 11th IW Silkies Hike in Knoxville.  

James H Quillen VA Medical Center – Joshua Higgins – unable to attend 

KCDC Veteran Housing Development. – Liberty Place - Marisa Moazen – unable to attend   

Knoxville Habitat for Heroes – Rick Garner - unable to attend   

Knox County Veteran Services Office – Tom Humphries – unable to attend 

Knoxville Regional Veterans Mental Health Council – Cindy Winterberger – unable to attend 

Knoxville Vet Center – Lyle Allen – New Program Support Position (GS6) opening in a few weeks. Will 

have the mobile unit at the 5.11 Hike to Remember on January 20. Thanks to the 134th for having them at 

their Yellow Ribbon event. As always, the Vet Center has free counseling services available for veterans 

and family members.  

Marine Corps League #924 – Susie Schmidt – Young Marines participated in Wreaths Across America at 

the John Sevier TN State Veterans Cemetery and will be participating in 5.11 Hike to Remember on 

January 20. The Mud Run will be on September 21 this year. 

MOAA – Bill Greive – unable to attend   

Military Order of the World Wars / Reserve Officers Assoc.– Neal Whetsel – Bill Grieve has been selected 

to be inducted in the Hall of Fame for OCS Alumni Association on May 6. 

Mission Phoenix – Kim Russell – unable to attend 

Mountain Man Memorial March – Justin Howe – Mountain Man Memorial March will take place April 19-

20, the website is open for registrations, volunteering, and donations. They now have information and 

photos on several social media sites. 

National Guard Employment Enhancement Program – Karena Lollis – 2nd annual Appalachian Veterans 

Fair with over 100 veterans service groups in attendance will take place at Bristol Motor Speedway on 

March 26, see Karena for more information.  

ORNL/UT Battelle Veterans Group – Lisa Bollinger – unable to attend   

STAR – Horses & Heroes Program – Chelsea Taylor – unable to attend    

TN Department of Veteran Services – Knoxville Field Office – Charles McGhee – VA is still backed up on 

claims, current average time to decision is 6-8 months for fully developed claims and much longer for 

complex claims.  

The Lost Vets Rescue – Sharon Neumann/William Franklin - unable to attend  

United Veterans Council – Natalie Donahue – Wreaths Across America was able to cover every grave in 

the local veterans cemeteries this year.  
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University of Tennessee Medical Center – VETS (Veterans Engaging for Team Support)- John Jeffries – 

They are hiring and job postings are at https://www.utmedicalcenter.org/join-our-team 

UT Army ROTC Alumni Council - Geoff Freeman – unable to attend 

UT Veterans Pre-College Program – Daniel Blackburn – unable to attend 

VFW Post 5154 in Maryville – Neal Whetsel – Renovations are almost complete and planning a 

dedication ceremony for the end of March or early April, more information to following the coming 

meetings.  

Veteran Heritage Site Foundation – Patty McGrew – Christmas was a huge success and we will hosting it 

again next year. Wreaths Across America was able to cover every grave in the local veterans cemeteries 

this year. VHSF placed wreaths on over 1,750 veteran gravesites in 120 cemeteries in nine counties all 

located outside of the Veterans Cemeteries. Expect this number to grow as more and more community 

cemeteries are joining the program. 150 Revolutionary War Veteran gravesites were honored with 

wreaths as well. Wimberly Military Service Scholarship applications are now open to active duty and 

veterans, email Marilyn for information. Deadline is February 15. Ridge Run is April 27, Honoring Great 

Smoky Veterans event on June 15 at the Great Smoky Mountain Heritage Center.  

Veterans Mental Health Council – Cindy Winterberger – unable to attend  

Veterans Upward Bound – Halle Timpson –  unable to attend  

Volunteers of America – Brenda Strassler – No Report 

Wallace Real Estate- Leading RE Heroes Program – Carol Hart – unable to attend  

 

Save The Date:  

The next ETMAC at the Knoxville Chamber of Commerce on Thursday, February 1, at 8:30 am 

For input or corrections to these minutes, please contact Jessica Hodge at 

jjhodge@veteransheritagesite.org 

ETMAC Board of Directors 

Leslie Purser, President 757/537-0734 purserjl@verizon.net  

Geoff Freeman, Immediate Past President 843/743-5661 gafreeman@comcast.net  

Jim Mungenast, Vice President  865/386-5859 bamaforce@aol.com  

Tim Thurston, Treasurer/Membership 210/540-4531 timthurston1972@gmail.com  

Jessica Hodge, Secretary & Communications Director 865/765-4494 jjhodge@veteransheritagesite.org   

Patrice Collins, Board Member & ETMAC Administrator 865/806-4487  pcollins@knoxvillechamber.com 

Lyle Allen, At Large Director 423/631-2048 W: 865/633-0000 x 4407 lyle.allen@va.gov 
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Justin Howe, At Large Director 931/561-8590 jhowe@windrock-ent.com 

Patti McGrew, At Large Director 865/335-6423  patty.mcgrew@veteransheritagesite.org  

Christine Shawhan, At Large Director 682/365-7182 pcshawhan@yahoo.com  

Kim Spencer, At Large Director 865/661/9856 kim@yourplacetoflourish.com 

Doug Ottinger, At Large Director 865/809-9720 W:865/862-8170 dottinger@tsvh.org 

Robert Brown, ETMAC Calendar 865/458-0759 rl_brown@hotmail.com  

Dent Young, Webmaster, 865/604-8621 W: 65/483-7467   387543@tncap.us  

 

Veteran Organization Contact Information 

ETMAC - www.ETMAC.org  

American Job Center/State of TN Dept of Labor - www.jobs4tn.gov  

American Legion - www.legionknox.com  https://www.facebook.com/Post2Knoxville/  

American Red Cross - http://www.redcross.org/local/tennessee/local-chapters/east-tennessee  

https://www.facebook.com/RedCrossTN/  

Ben Atchley State Veterans Home - http://www.tsvh.org/  https://www.facebook.com/TNStateVetreans/  

Captain Bill Robinson Vietnam Veterans of America Chapter 1078 - www.vva1078.org/ 

https://www.facebook.com/vvachapter1078knoxville/  

Disabled Veterans Chapter 24 - https://www.dav.org  

East Tennessee Veterans Memorial Association – www.etvma.org   https://www.facebook.com/ETVMA/-  

East Tennessee Women Veterans Network  www.etnwomenveterans.org 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/etnwomenveterans  

Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve (ESGR) - www.esgr.mil/About-ESGR/Contact/Local-State-

Pages/Tennessee  https://www.facebook.com/Tennessee-ESGR-171685266196286/  

Honor Air - www.honorairknoxville.com  https://www.facebook.com/honorair/  

Humana – Janet Storm Barnes 865/329-8892 jstorm-barnes@humana.com  

KCDC – Marisa Moazen -  mmoazen@kcdc.org 

Knoxville Habitat for Heroes – www.knoxvillehabitatforhumanity.com/habitat-for-heroes 

https://www.facebook.com/KnoxvilleHabitatforHumanity/  

Knoxville Regional Veterans Mental Health Council  -  www.tnvhc.org 

about:blank
http://www.vva1078.org/
about:blank
about:blank
http://www.esgr.mil/About-ESGR/Contact/Local-State-Pages/Tennesse
http://www.esgr.mil/About-ESGR/Contact/Local-State-Pages/Tennesse
https://knoxvillechamber-my.sharepoint.com/personal/pcollins_knoxvillechamber_com/Documents/ETMAC/MEETING%20MINUTES/2024%20Meeting%20Minutes/e%20%20https:/www.facebook.com/Tennessee-ESGR-171685266196286/
http://www.honorairknoxville.com/
about:blank
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Knox County Veteran Services Office - www.knoxcounty.org/veterans  thomas.humphries@knoxcounty.org  

Knoxville Vet Center - www.vetcenter.va.gov 

Lost Vets Rescue - thelostvetsrescue2022@gmail.com (865) 518-1012 www.thelostvets.org 

Marine Corps League - www.mclknox.org  

Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) - www.moaa.org  

Military Order of the World Wars (MOWW) - www.moww.org  

Mountain Man Memorial March – www.mountainmanmemorialmarch.com 

https://www.facebook.com/TheMountainManMemorialMarch/  

Project Healing Waters  FishingJoe.noe@projecthealingwaters.org  629-213-9707 

Team RWB Knoxville  - Cesar Robles - cesara.robles@yahoo.com (609) 957-2963  

United Veterans Council of East Tennessee, Inc. - 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064580774543  

UT Army ROTC Alumni Council - 

http://alumni.utk.edu/s/1341/alumni/interior_alumni.aspx?sid=1341&gid=2&pgid=7955 

https://www.facebook.com/UTKArmyROTC/  

Veteran Heritage Site Foundation - www.veteransheritagesite.org 

https://www.facebook.com/VeteransHeritageSiteFoundation  

Volunteers of America - Brenda Strassler 865/338-3372 brendas@voamid.org 

Volunteer State Honor Guard - www.milhonors.com  

Y12 Servicing our Service Members (SOS) – Christine Shawhan (865) 410-4815 

christine.shawhan@pxy12.doe.gov  
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