ETMAC July 2007 Meeting Summary

Upcoming Meetings and Events

- ETMAC Meeting, Thursday, 2 August, 0830 hrs. Knoxville Chamber of
Commerce at 17 Market Square.

- Veteran Owned Business/Service Disabled Veteran Owned Business Conference,
Tuesday, 7 August, 0730 hrs. Pollard Auditorium in Oak Ridge Tennessee.

- 4™ Annual Marine Corp Mud Run, Saturday, 25 August, 0900 hrs. See ETMAC
site for details.

- Marine Corps League Trip to Washington D.C., 7-11 September, seats available,
$100/per person; contact Virgil Young for details.

- Stand Down for Homeless Veterans, 12-13 October, National Guard Armory on
Sutherland Ave.

- Navy Birthday Ball, Saturday, 13 October, Knoxville Convention Center. ALL
services are invited to this formal event.

- HonorAir Trip to Washington D.C. for WWII Veterans, Saturday, 13 October

- Veterans Weekend for UT Football Homecoming Game, 3 November

- Veterans Day Parade & Luncheon, Friday, 9 November, Reviewing Official &
luncheon speaker: GEN Charles C. Campbell, CG FORSCOM

Welcome & Introductions

- The meeting was held on Thursday, 12 July at the Knoxville Chamber of
Commerce offices at 17 Market Square.

- Vice President Joe Mazzola presided over the meeting. A total of 22 members
and guests were present. The minutes of the June meeting were approved.

- Acting Treasurer Mazzola reported a balance of $2,613.00. Kroger certificates
are available and annual dues of $25/individual and $100/organization are due.

Discussion Items
- Website - Laimon Godel provided an update on the website’s traffic for June

which included 3,414 visitors, averaging 114 per day. The Veterans’ Home
continues to generate a great deal of interest.

- Veterans’ Nursing Home Update — After a brief closure by the Governor which
included all veterans’ homes across the state, the nursing home was reopened.
There are over 100 patients currently being treated with more being added to the
list daily. There is an anticipated need for “articulated” televisions in the near
future.

- East Tennessee Veterans Memorial Association — Kimberly Lauth updated the
membership on ETVMA’s progress. The anticipated opening date remains 2008.
The site continues with preparation work including soil samples. The Governor’s




recently approved budget included $500k for ETVMA. Kimberly has secured
two sponsors for their float for the Veterans Day parade: Sid Gilreath with Higher
Grounds, and Community Bank. ETVMA is also partnering with ET Public TV
for archiving/recording stories for history which will be linked to the Library of
Congress.

Honor Air — In Joe Sutter’s absence, a letter he prepared was sent around to the
membership. The letter was sent to a variety of agencies around the area looking
for support for the trip. Commander Morgan reported a significant increase in
interest and support after an article appeared in the News Sentinel. Bud Bacon
proposed ETMAC provided $500 toward this trip. After brief discussion, the
motion was made by Bud Bacon, seconded by Virgil Young, and unanimously
approved by the membership.

VOB/SDVOB Conference — Weldon Hammond with BWXT Y-12 reported the
conference has had a great initial response and confirmed that Commissioner
Keyes is scheduled to speak at the opening. The conference will be held 7 August
from 0730 to 1630 at Pollard Auditorium in Oak Ridge. Registrations are still
being accepted but will be held to 250. Lunch will be provided at no cost to the
attendees. The conference is designed to boost VOB/SDVOB enrollment in the
government contracting system so government organizations can meet their goals
for contracting with these companies. Mr. Hammond presented the need for an
Honor Guard to present the colors at the opening ceremony. Col Ragland with
UT AFROTC said they would discuss this proposal offline.

Phone Cards — Col Owen Ragland discussed the need for phone cards for
returning servicemen/women at the airport. After researching the various cards
available, he found the best deal to be 75 minutes/units for $5.20 through AT&T.
This card doesn’t expire and has no set usage fee. He proposed we have a
notebook at the information booth at the airport with a roster for the member to
notate their name/unit. Booth personnel would manage the booth and secure it
each evening. After some discussion it was decided that we would initiate a trial
program with 10 cards at the airport and Col Ragland would develop signage to
announce the program.

Veterans Day Parade — Marty Everett reminded us of the parade on 9 November.
GEN Campbell will be the reviewing officer and the AG for Tennessee has
agreed to attend as well. Requests for flyovers have already been sent and the
parade is open to all 35 counties that ETVMA represents since that organization is
a focus of the parade. Marty hopes to have a representative from each county.
WIVK will promote the parade again this year. The service branch being honored
is the Army. Congressman Duncan has stated he wants more students at the
parade this year. Marty is in discussions with the Knox County School Board to
promote this to the schools for increased participation. Susan Ward agreed to
contact Greg Maciolek regarding the Veterans Day Luncheon to see if he would
be available to assist again this year.




Army National Museum — Joe Mazzola made membership aware of this newly
announced museum.

Federal Flag Code Amendment Act of 2007 — This new amendment allows States
(Governors) to authorize honoring the state’s fallen soldiers by flying the flag at
half staff.

844™ — The unit sponsored the flag retirement ceremony last month and looks
forward to the opportunity to support this event in the future. The unit is also
looking for community outreach opportunities. The unit continues to focus on
individual and collective training and the organizational restructuring is ongoing.

489™ — Representative not available but it was reported that a detachment
deployed last month.

MEPS — Commander Morgan reported the Summer Search is continuing.
ASVAB testing is to commence at the beginning of the school year. The have
met their mission in this area for 4 years. Any assistance in getting the ASVAB
into Anderson County and Oak Ridge High Schools would be appreciated.
Commander Morgan will be promoted in February.

UT AFROTC — Col Ragland reported things going well with unit Summer
Camps. He has been busy with these camps thus his absence recently.

Stand Down for Homeless Vets — Virgil Young reported the event will be held
12-13 October at the National Guard Armory on Sutherland Ave. After
conducting inventory, they have a surplus of extreme weather gear that is
available and needs to be used elsewhere so they have room for more appropriate
donations. Volunteers (12-20 people) are needed to sort & bag clothing from the
pre-registered vets; boots are also needed. Contacts for medical treatment at the
event have been made.

Phil Reichle Update — Phil is improving but still needs some assistance.

Marine Corps Mud Run — Virgil Young reported over 300 people have already
registered and they will cap registration at 1,000. The event begins at 0900 at
Melton Hill Park on 25 August.

Marine Corps League Trip — Virgil Young corrected the financial requirement to
$100 rather than the previously reported $150 per person. Seats are still available.
This will be a 5-day trip via bus that includes a tour of the FBI Academy, Marine
Corps League Museum at Quantico, and the memorials in Washington, D.C.
Hotels are available at $69/nite. Several WWII vets will attend.




- American Legion — Marty Everett reported on a national effort to document the
various military monuments and memorials. If you know of any
monuments/memorials, please contact Marty directly.




