EAST TENNESSEE MILITARY AFFAIRS COUNCIL

JULY 9, 2009 MEETING SUMMARY

UPCOMING MEETINGS AND EVENTS

JULY 23" American Red Cross “Beat the Heat” Summer Relief Auction, from 5:30
p.m. until 8 p.m. at the St. George Greek Orthodox Church, 4070 Kingston
Pike. $25 per person. For more information call 584-2999 or go to
www.knoxarc.org

JULY 25™  844™ Engineering Battalion will hold a Yellow Ribbon event from 9 a.m.
until 3 p.m. at 1334 E Weisgarber Rd., for the families of the deployed
unit. Everyone is invited to attend.

AUGUST 4" 3™ Annual East Tennessee Veterans Business Conference, from 7:30 a.m.
until 5:00 p.m. at the New Hope Center, 602 Scarboro Road, Oak Ridge,
TN. Call 1-888-763-7439 for more details.

AUGUST 16" Vietnam Veterans Welcome Home Ceremony at Fort Campbell, KY.
Vietnam Veterans from all units, branches and services are invited to
participate in this ceremony, which begins at 2 p.m. (CST). To confirm
your attendance, call (270) 885-9096 no later than August 9, 2009.

STAY CURRENT: WWW.ETMAC.ORG

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS:

The meeting of the East Tennessee Military Affairs Council was held on Thursday, July
9™ at the Knoxville Chamber, Joseph Mazzola presiding. A total of 33 members and
guests were present. The summary of the June meeting was approved. The treasurer’s
report shows an end of the month balance as of June 30" of $8,053.64.

DISCUSSION ITEMS:

East Tennessee Veterans Memorial Association (Mike Crawford): Later this year,
ETVMA will add new names to the memorial and there will be a ceremony for the new
names. There is discussion about adding a POW/MIA flag to the memorial. The City of
Knoxville will be adding a buffering between the new playground and the memorial later
this year. If anyone who visits the memorial and finds any problems with the kiosks,
appearance of the memorial or the grounds, please call Mike Crawford at 525-1251.

Honor Air (Sam Hardman): The Maryville Times will begin running free ads
promoting Honor Air.



Ben Atchley State Veterans Home (Gene Bayless): The Executive Director position is
vacant and a search is underway for this position. The Ben Atchley State Veterans Home
is currently at capacity with all 140 beds filled.

Knox County Veterans Service Office (Chuck Jones): The Veterans Service office
served 101 Veterans in the office and answered 133 phone calls regarding VA benefits in
June 2009. They also provided outreach to the community.

Web Site (Laimon Godel): Last months web-site activity had 1,116 visitors with an
average of 37 visitors a day. China and Germany were the most active countries
following the United States. If any organizations have a public newsletter they want
distributed, please send it to Laimon Godel.

American Red Cross (Jess Hernandez): Discussed the “Beat the Heat” summer relief
auction which will take place on July 23", 2009 from 5:30 p.m. until 8:00 p.m. The cost
is $25 per person. The dinner will be prepared by former Air Force One Chef, Doug
Scarlett. Call 584-2999 or go to www.knoxarc.org for more info.

3" Annual East Tennessee Veterans Business Conference (Joe Mazzola): This
conference will be held on August 4, from 7:30 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. at the New Hope
Center, 602 Scarboro Road, Oak Ridge, TN. The purpose of the Veterans Business
Conference is to increase business opportunities for service-disabled veteran and veteran-
owned small businesses. The deadline to register is July 28. Call 1-888-763-7439 for
more details.

Veterans Day Parade (Joe Mazzola): Groups interested in participating in the parade
please check out the American Legion Post 2 website
http://legionknox.org/html/annual_parade.html for the application. This year’s parade
will highlight POW/MIA and the service being honored is the Navy.

DOD Yellow Ribbon Reintegration Program (Joe Mazzola): Enables the National
Guard and Reserve Components to deliver effective, timely and standardized inter-
service support to service members and their families throughout the deployment cycle
regardless of service affiliation or location. Go to www.dodyrrp.org for more
information.

SENIOR ROTC UNITS

UT Air Force ROTC (Major Shawn Kitchin): The University agreed to offer an
introductory AFSO 21 (Air Force Smart Operations for the 21% Century) course for their
cadets (for free) as a summer professional development training opportunity. They are
hoping to start sending cadets in summer 2010. This summer, 25 cadets are going to field
training.

MILITARY UNIT ACTIVITY




Military Entrance Processing Station (Captain Mariann Butler): MEPS continues to
be very busy and processing many recruits every week.

134™ ANG Air Refueling (Joe Mazzola): Colonel Dearing is on a selection list to
become Brigadier General.

ESGR (Jack D’Araujo): Dave Goodman has been hired full time to coordinate ESGR
activities revolving around the mobilization of the 278"

844™ Engineering Battalion (SGT Josh Richardson): Presented a letter to ETMAC on
behalf of Colonel Roth. The Army Reserve is required to have 7 Yellow Ribbon events
during the course of a mobilization. On July 25, from 9 a.m. until 3 p.m., at 1334 E
Weisgarber Rd, they will hold their 3" event/training session. During this event the
American Red Cross will hold a class on psychological first aid. They are expecting
between 100 and 200 people to attend this event. Anyone is welcome to attend this event.
Colonel Roth’s email address is adam.roth@iraq.centcom.army.mil for anyone who
wishes to contact him.

Navy/Marines Reserve Center (Commander Pontier): Introduced new command chief
HTC Branton. Currently has 70 people mobilized. There will be a Navy week in
September that will be in conjunction with Boomsday. Commander Pontier will be
transferring in September.

Air Force Sgt Association (Wayne Krabbenhoft): They have changed their meetings
and will not be meeting on the 3™ Wednesday of each month. The next meeting will be
on August 8, 2009.

Respectfully Submitted,
Nathan Weinbaum, Secretary

East Tennessee Military Affairs Council
nathan.weinbaum(@knoxcounty.org




