
 
 

EAST TENNESSEE MILITARY AFFAIRS COUNCIL 

ETMAC’s July 2020 information Summary - in lieu of our July 9,2020 meeting which was cancelled 
 

Upcoming Events: Please note that many events have been cancelled. I left the ones that I have not heard specifically 
about. Please check on them before attending. For events that have been rescheduled, the new projected date is shown. 

 
Postponed   ESA is hosting a dinner to honor Women Veterans at Susannah’s House 923 Dameron Ave Knoxville at 6pm. 
Call 865/250-4863 to RSV 
 
27 Aug Veterans Mobile Food Pantry 10am until Noon. Kingswood Home for Children 160 Wachtel Rd, Bean 

Station TN 37708 For questions or to volunteer, please call Paul Adkins 865/964-7773 s 
 

 
29 Aug  UT Army ROTC Alumni’s General Robert Neyland Golf Outing at Egwani Farms Golf Course  

wlhickman@comcast.net for more information. 
 

 
29 Sept ETVMA 10th Annual Medal of Honor Evening. For more information, www.etvma.org/moheve. 

 

17 Oct 4th Annual Veterans Heritage Ridge Run at Lincoln Park Technology Trade Center 535 Chicamauga Ave 
Knoxville at 9am ridgerun@veteransheritagesite.org 

 

**ALL OF THE SATURDAY FREE VETERAN BREAKFASTS HAVE BEEN CANCELLED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE. We 
will let you know when the United Veterans Council resumes these important social gatherings for our military and veterans. 

 
** Cancelled until further notice: Every Wednesday – Combat Coffee Hour for all veterans 7:30am at the Knoxville Vet 
Center 1645 Downtown West Blvd. #28 

 
** Cancelled until further notice: Second Saturday – Breakfast for Buds 8:30 until 10am. Mama Grits in Tellico Village. 
Contact Dennis Drake at dennisdrake2012@outlook.com for more information. 

 

** Cancelled until further notice: 22nd of each month – Veterans Coffee Hour hosted by A Veteran’s Heart at Awaken Coffee 
125 W Jackson Ave Knoxville from 8-9am. 

 
For a complete listing of events, visit http://www.etmac.org and click events 

 

We are changing the format of the monthly minutes. All organization contact information will be in a list at the 
end of the minutes. We hope you will find having the information in one place will be beneficial to you, and hope 

you find the minutes easier to read. 
 
 

ETMAC BUSINESS SESSION 
 
 President’s Report – Geoff Freeman- - As some of you know we investigated conducting our July meeting online using 
virtual meeting software.   Zoom was the most logical choice as it is used universally around the world and has become 
extremely popular in this “Covid-29 environment.”   Due to some initial security concerns that were identified back in 
March the DoD banned the use of Zoom on DoD computers thus making our choices more limited.   Our goal now is to 
conduct our August meeting via Cisco Webex, Skype, or some other virtual software.   Stay tuned as we work through this 
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“bump” so that we might once again be able to see each other even if we can’t be together for the meeting.   Given our 
meeting demographics we must continue to put the safety of our members above all other considerations for meeting.    
 
I hope all of you continue to remain healthy and safe during these trying times.  With the resurgence of the virus in many 
states and Knoxville now declared a “hot spot” for the virus, we must re-dedicate ourselves to following our public health 
experts’ advice and do what each of us can to not only protect ourselves, but to protect our families, neighbors, and 
colleagues.   It’s simple:  wear a mask, wash your hands, and stay away from large gatherings indoors or outdoors.   If we 
do these simple things we will defeat this virus and return to some sense of normalcy.   And we will once again be able to 
meet as a group and share the camaraderie that makes ETMAC such a vital and useful organization. 

 

• Webmaster’s Report - Col Dent Young- No report 

 

• Treasurer’s Report: Derren Burrell –  
 

Beginning Balance $16,863.70 
Deposits 26.68 
Expenses 890.00 
Ending Balance $16,000.38 

Membership dues may be paid online https://www.etmac.org/resources/etmacresources/membership- 
application/ or bring check to Patrice Collins at the next meeting. Donations are also appreciated. 

 
• Other ETMAC Announcements - Patrice Collins –Everyone stay safe. I sure miss all of you, and I cannot 

wait to give hugs when we all meet again!! 
 

MILITARY UNIT UPDATES 

• 3rd Regiment of the Tennessee State Guard – MAJ Joseph Westfall- no report 

• 119th Cyberspace Operations Squadron –Col Chris Smith – no report 
 

• 1-230 Assault Helicopter Battalion – CPT Philip Webster –no report 
 
• 134th Air Refueling Wing – Lt Col Travers Hurst – no report  

 
• 241st Engineering & Installation Squadron (Chattanooga) - Lt Col Dave Moss - no report  

 
• 278th Armored Calvary Unit – COL Brad Bowlin – no report  

 
• 332nd Air Force Recruiting Squadron – MSgt Brandon Carver – no report 

 
• 489th Civil Air Battalion – CPT Jacqueline Bradford – no report  

 
• 844th Enginering Batallion – MAJ Justin Belford – no report 

 
• Coast Guard Recruiting – East TN Region – ME1 Steven Brashear – no report  
 
•  D Co  4th Combat Engineer Battalion – GySgt John Kepper / -1st Sgt Jason Brackley  no report 

 
• I.G. Brown Training and Education Center -Lt Col John Capra- no report  
• Knoxville Recruiting Company (Army) –SSG Kyle Lane – no report 
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• Military Entrance Processing Station – CPT Taylr Hill –no report 

 
• Navy Operational Support Center – CDR Scott Moss- no report 
• Navy Recruiting – Talent Acquisition Onboarding Center – HM2 Josh Dixon- no report  

• Tennessee Wing, Civil Air Patrol – Col Dent Young –no report  

• USCG Auxiliary Division 12 – DCDR Thomas Jumer – no report 
 

• UT Air Force ROTC – Col Matt “Ocho” Castillo –Det-800 update - We have 9 cadets attending AF ROTC Field 
Training this summer with two there now.  Additionally, we have two cadets supporting Field training.  We have 
been active in planning for the Fall semester and looking forward to getting the cadets in training within new/existing 
COVID-19 guidelines.  If you know any freshmen/sophomore students enrolled in UTK or PSCC full-time that may 
want try out Air Force ROTC, please have them visit https://afrotc.utk.edu/ to learn more about Air Force ROTC in 
general and the opportunities here with Det-800.  Thank you for the continued partnerships and your support to the 
cadets of Det-800. Also, Lt Col Tony Estep is replacing me as Det-800/CC.  I was hoping to catch one more in-
person or virtual ETMAC meeting, but I'll be leaving 1 Aug. 

•  
 

• UT Army ROTC – LTC Justin Howe – no report 

 
VETERAN ORGANIZATIONS UPDATES 

 
• Air Force Association – Dick Webber – no report 
 
• American Job Center / State of TN Department of Labor – Laura Chagnon-. Please just let everyone know that if 

they need assistance with any hiring needs to reach out to me at laura.d.chagnon@tn.gov.   Also please share this 
regarding the reopening of the American Job Center: “You can mention that our tentative re-open to the public date 
is June 15, 2020 baring any changes. Visitors to the center in our phase 1 re-opening will need to schedule an 
appointment. Walk-in customers will not have access to the AJC during phase 1.” 

 
 

• American Legion – Joleen Dewald – no report 
 

• American Red Cross – Tom DeHoog – no report 

• Ben Atchley Veteran’s Home – Doug Ottinger – no report 
 

• Bunker Labs – Rich Gross – no report  
 

• Captain Bill Robinson Vietnam Veterans of America Chapter 1078 – Patrick Polis - We are in lockdown like 
everyone else, especially since we are considered a vulnerable age group. Our chapter is maintaining phone and 
email contact with its members. The chapter board of directors meets via Zoom. We anticipate and hopefully project 
some form of regathering in September. Chapter contact is Pat Polis, chapter President, at revpat5@comcast.net.  
 

• Consolidated Nuclear Securities SOS – Jamie Uptgraft – no report 
 

• Disabled Veterans Chapter #24 – Garrett Hanas – no report  
 

• East Tennessee Veteran’s Memorial Association - Joleen Dewald –no report  
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• Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve (ESGR) – JimMungenast – no report 
 

• Healing Home ETN – Stephanie Trost- no report  
 
• Honor Air - Joe Sutter – The Women’s Flight in October has been moved to April 7, 2021 
 
• Knights of Columbus, Monsignor Francis D. Grady Assembly 1083 -  Henry Usey Contact information in 

organization section below. They would like to partner with veteran organizations to provide support.  
 

• Knoxville Habitat for Heroes – Rick Garner – no report  
 

• Knoxville Regional Veterans Mental Health Council – Emily Hager - no report  
 

• Knox County Veteran Services Office – Tom Humphries –Are you a National Guard or Reserve member 
who has retired or is about to retire? When you retire from the National Guard or Reserve, your 
TRICARE coverage changes.  For more information go to:  https://www.tricare.mil/publications 
The VA has provided new guidance on Non-VA Emergency 
Care.  https://www.va.gov/COMMUNITYCARE/programs/veterans/Emergency_Care.asp 
They have released VAF 10-10143g to assist veterans with notifying the VA.  VAF 10-10143g is used to 
notify the VA when a veteran who is enrolled in VA healthcare has gone to a Non-VA Emergency Room.   
https://www.va.gov/vaforms/medical/pdf/10-10143g_Non-A_Hospital_Emergency_Notification_Fill.pdf 
The hospital fills out the form and emails it to the VA.  The form lists the email address.  I recommend 
that the Veteran ask for a copy of the form and follow up as soon as possible with their local VA medical 
center.  The VA must be notified within 72 hours of treatment. 
 

 
• Knoxville Vet Center – Kalene McSwain Faulkner - no report  
 
• Marine Corps League – Carlos Reyas – no report 

 
• Military Order of the Purple Hearts – Chapter 356- Charlie Caldwell – no report 

• Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) – Bill Potter – no report 
 

• Military Order of the World Wars (MOWW)/ Reserve Officers Assoc.– Ann Bachman – no 
report  

 
• Mountain Man Memorial March – Justin Howe - no report  

• Project Healing Waters Fly Fishing – Lindsey Long – no report 
 

• REBOOT Combat Recovery – Darrell Williams–no report  
 

• Rolling Thunder – Lou Amorellio – no report 
 
• STAR – Horses & Heroes Program – Melissa Abby - no report  
 
• Team Red White & Blue – Jesse Hawe – no report 

 
• Tennessee Valley Coalition for the Homeless - Brandon Harris- no report 

 
• Tennessee Veterans Business Associations (TVBA) – Steve Stilts – no report  

 
• United Veterans Council – Don Smith/Buzz Buswell- Veterans Breakfasts have been cancelled for July and 

August. The next regular meeting of the board will be on Wednesday August 12, and they will revisit the 
resuming of breakfasts at that meeting.  Any questions may be directed to Buzz Buswell at 865/604-4443 or 
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buzztof@comcast.net  
 

• UT Army ROTC Alumni Council – Geoff Freeman - The General Robert Neyland Golf Outing at Egwani 
Farms Golf Course, originally scheduled for Saturday, April 18, has been rescheduled for Saturday, August 
29th, still at Egwani Farms Golf Course. Updated registration and sponsorship forms with details are 
attached.  Please address any questions to Logan Hickman at wlhickman@comcast.net. You can follow 
tournament news on the UT Army ROTC Alumni Council Facebook page at UTROTC Alumni.  

• Veteran Heritage Site Foundation – Patty McGrew –no report  
 

• VVA Chapter 1073 &VFW Post 3380 (Morristown). Whit Whitman – no report 
 

• Volunteers of America/Supportive Services for Veterans Families/Stand Down – Ivette Torres – no report 
 

Next meeting (hopefully): Thursday, August  6, 2020 @ Knoxville Chamber at 
8:30am 

 

For input or corrections, please contact Kim Spencer 
865/691-0898 or kim@nallssherbakoff.com 

 
ETMAC Board of Directors: 

Geoff Freeman, President 865-974-8758 email: gfreema1@utk.edu 
Owen Ragland, Immediate Past President c865-556-6338 or w865-546-7311 

email: oragland@kmfpc.com 
Jess Hernandez, Vice President 865-567-6134 email: Jess.Hernandez@redcross.org 
Derren Burrell, Treasurer 865-771-4243 email: derren@tagresources.com 
Kim Spencer, Secretary w865-691-0898 c865-661-9856 email: kim@nallssherbakoff.com 
Patrice Collins, Board Member & ETMAC Administrator: 865-806-4487 - C 

email: pcollins@knoxvillechamber.com 
Dent Young, Webmaster 387543@tncap.us 
Capt Willie Posey, At Large Director, 865-274-9901 email: willie.s.posey.mil@mail.mil 
Gina Massey, At Large Director, 865-363-2994 email: gmassey@etmafcu.net 
Tom Humphries, At Large Dir 865-215-5645 Thomas.humphries@knoxcounty.org 
Rick Garner, At Large Director 865-740-2970 email: rgarner@khfh.com 
Leslie Purser, At Large Director 757-537-0734 purserjl@verizon.net  
Cindy Winterberger, At Large Director 865/679-4754 email: cwinterb@covhlth.com 
Robert Brown, ETMAC Calendar 865-458-0759 email: rl_brown@hotmail.com 
Dent Young, Webmaster 387543@tncap.us 

 Unit and Veteran Organization Contact Information 
 

ETMAC 
www.ETMAC.org 

 

A Veteran’s Heart 
https://www.facebook.com/aveteransheart/ Jason Bush 423/231-5418 

 

American Job Center/State of TN Dept of Labor 
https://www.careeronestop.org/ResourcesFor/Veteran/veteran.aspx 
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American Legion 
legionknox.com 
https://www.facebook.com/Post2Knoxville/ - 

 

American Red Cross 
http://www.redcross.org/local/tennessee/local-chapters/east-tennessee 
https://www.facebook.com/RedCrossTN/ 

 

Ben Atchley 
http://www.tsvh.org/ 
https://www.facebook.com/TNStateVetreans/ 

 

Captain Bill Robinson Vietnam Veterans of America Chapter 1078 
http://www.vva1078.org/ 
https://www.facebook.com/vvachapter1078knoxville/ 

 

Disabled Veterans Chapter 24 
https://www.dav.org 

 

East Tennessee Veterans Memorial Association 
https://etvma.org/ 
https://www.facebook.com/ETVMA/- 

 

Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve (ESGR) 
https://www.esgr.mil/About-ESGR/Contact/Local-State-Pages/Tennessee 
https://www.facebook.com/Tennessee-ESGR-171685266196286/ 

 

 
Honor Air 

http://www.honorairknoxville.com/ 
https://www.facebook.com/honorair/ 

 

Irreverent Warriors 
dentmanofknoxville@yahoo.com Jesse Hawe 865/773-2128 or Richard Farrer at 
615/490-5715 www.irreverentwarriors.com 

 
Knoxville Habitat for Heroes 

https://knoxvillehabitatforhumanity.com/habitat-for-heroes/ 
https://www.facebook.com/KnoxvilleHabitatforHumanity/ 

 
Knights of Columbus Henry Usey 865/246-4413 
 

Knoxville Regional Veterans Mental Health Council 
http://tnvhc.org/ 

Knox County Veteran Services Office 
https://www.knoxcounty.org/veterans/ 
thomas.humphries@knoxcounty.org 

Knoxville Vet Center 
https://www.vetcenter.va.gov/ 

Marine Corps League 
http://www.mclknox.org/ 
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Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) 
www.moaa.org 

Military Order of Purple Heart (MOPH) Chapter 356 
www.moph356.org Charlie Caldwell 865/368-7289 or cdcardwell49@gmail.com  
Military Order of the World Wars (MOWW) 
www.moww.org 

Mountain Man Memorial March 
http://mountainmanmemorialmarch.com/ 
https://www.facebook.com/TheMountainManMemorialMarch/ 

Project Healing Waters Fly Fishing 
http://www.projecthealingwaters.org/ 
https://www.facebook.com/ProjectHealingWatersKnoxville/ 

REBOOT Combat Recovery 
https://rebootalliance.com/reboot 
https://www.facebook.com/rebootrecovery/ 

Rolling Thunder 
http://www.rollingthundertn3.com/index.php/about-tn3/ 

STAR – Horses and Heroes Program 
https://www.rideatstar.org/heroes--horses.html 

 

Team Red White & Blue. 
www.teamrwb.org 

Tennessee Valley Coalition for the Homeless 
https://tvchomeless.org/ 

 

 
United Veterans Council of East Tennessee, Inc. 

https://www.facebook.com/The-United- 
Veterans-Council-of-East-Tennessee-Inc- 
1912897478820375/? tn =%2Cd%2CP- 
R&eid=ARDShN8_- 
f00QmdnXmMDEJNMfwLIDApNr7_91Imji 
WKt3EQ3mN6n1PfvjgiRHuxaI8czNzRIXwS 
Y7d5t 

UT Army ROTC Alumni Council 
http://alumni.utk.edu/s/1341/alumni/interior_alumni.aspx?sid=1341&gid=2&pgid=7955 
https://www.facebook.com/UTKArmyROTC/ 

 

Veteran Heritage Site Foundation 
http://veteransheritagesite.org/ 
https://www.facebook.com/VeteransHeritageSiteFoundation/ 

Volunteers of America Supportive Services for Veterans Families/Stand Down 
https://www.voamid.org/ssvftn 

 

Yellow Ribbon Fund Veteran Caregivers Support Group 
http://www.yellowribbonfund.org/ 
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