
 
EAST TENNESSEE MILITARY AFFAIRS COUNCIL 

July 1, 2021, Meeting Minutes 

In-person meeting at McGhee Tyson Air National Guard Base 
 

 

ONGOING Fundraiser for Operation Honor Guard Info at    https://www.wate.com/operation-honor-guard/ 

 Donate at Donate today to Operation Honor Guard 
 

       1st SAT Breakfast at the Elk’s Club #160 5600 Lonas Rd Knoxville. 8am until 9:30 
       

               

        2nd SAT Breakfast at Hillcrest United Methodist Church 1615 Price Ave Knoxville 8-9:30 

 

        3rd SAT Breakfast at the Community center in Powell. 1708 W Emory Rd. Powell 8-10 am  

 

         

LAST SAT 3 Breakfasts: DAV Knoxville Chapter #24 2600 Holbrook Dr Knoxville, VFW   Post 5154 in Blount County 

2561 Hobbs Rd, Louisville, and DAV #26 530 Kingston Ave, Oliver Springs Times are the same for all of these 

Breakfasts…8am until 9:30.  

 

31 JUL American Legion Post 212 is hosting a Community Benefit motorcycle ride. For details, contact Samantha 

Shreves at stshreves@outlook.com or call 724/698-9738 for details.  

        

       10 NOV Veteran’s Day Luncheon at the Airport Hilton. Details to follow.  

 

       11 NOV  Veteran’s Day Parade. Details to follow.  

 

 

** Cancelled until further notice: Every Wednesday – Combat Coffee Hour for all veterans 7:30am at the Knoxville Vet 

Center 1645 Downtown West Blvd. #28 

 

** Cancelled until further notice: Second Saturday – Breakfast for Buds 8:30 until 10am. Mama Grits in Tellico Village. 

Contact Dennis Drake at dennisdrake2012@outlook.com for more information. 
 

** Cancelled until further notice: 22nd of each month – Veterans Coffee Hour hosted by A Veteran’s Heart at Awaken Coffee 

125 W Jackson Ave Knoxville from 8-9am. 

 

 
For a complete listing of events, visit http://www.etmac.org and click events 

 

 

We are changing the format of the monthly minutes. All organization contact information will be in a list at the 

end of the minutes. We hope you will find having the information in one place will be beneficial to you, and hope 

you find the minutes easier to read. 
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https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__operationhonorguard.z2systems.com_np_clients_operationhonorguard_donation.jsp-3Fcampaign-3D57&d=DwMGaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=M6rw8DkS8ckkr25VWhA7cgQDg03lf9yoTg7xa0VgD-M&m=oI53JTrcXKOayumhrR7US5tuQEhkC-n0CtwEHiHdmK0&s=_ahoySBfOX5q37JPwXRc5i7P9KXUdnQbZt0EwFcidAs&e=
mailto:stshreves@outlook.com
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ETMAC BUSINESS SESSION 
 

President’s Report – Geoff Freeman- Looking for a speaker for the Veteran’s Luncheon in November. 

Celebrating the Marines this year. If you know a good Marine speaker, let Geoff know.   

 

Webmaster’s Report - Col Dent Young- 481 visitors 469 new. 289 from US 140 came from United Arab 

Emirates, the Philippines and China. The most popular page was Veteran Services page.  

 

Treasurer’s Report: Derren Burrell –  

 
Beginning Balance  $18,655.22 

Deposits 406.44 

Expenses 90.00 
Ending Balance 

 
$18,971.66 

  
  

Membership dues may be paid online https://www.etmac.org/resources/etmacresources/membership- 

application/ or mail a check payable to ETMAC to Patrice Collins at the Knoxville Chamber:  

17 Market Square, #201, Knoxville, TN 37902. Donations on our website are also appreciated. 

 

• Other ETMAC Announcements - Patrice Collins – Veteran’s Luncheon will be 11/10/2021. Please be on 

the lookout for requests for unit awards.  

• Owen Ragland spoke about the Economic Impact Study that was recently completed.  The financial impact 

of the military, military organizations, and companies that work with the military in our community is 

approximately $3billion. This excludes Oak Ridge and their contribution. This contribution puts us at the top of 

the list.  

• Col Lee Hartley gave an update on what’s going on with the 134th and they showed a video. Lots of projects 

going on currently. They are expanding the runway as well as building a new hanger. These two projects place 

the base in a good position to be the recipient of the new KC-46. That decision will be made in the next year.  

• Joleen Dewald updated us on the September 2022 Medal of Honor Convention. Fundraising has begun. Several 

are going to Boston in September to receive the flag that will be used. There will be a flag raising ceremony on 

27 September at 1:30 at the East Tennessee Veteran’s Memorial. The annual Medal of Honor dinner will be that 

evening.  

• SMSgt Christopher Bragg informed us of the 2022 Conference of the Enlisted Association of the National 

Guard of TN. It will he held here in Knoxville. They hope to have more than 650 people in attendance. They are 

planning several fundraisers. Anyone with suggestions for that, please let them know. They are applying to host 

the national conference in 2025.  

First Time Attendees  
• Rob Dillon 

• Steve Douglas  

• MSgt Curtis Jones 

• Sgt Adrienne Stewart  

• LTDR Justin Bergman  

• Maj Maria McClelland  

• Charles Robbins  

• Eileen Legautt  

• Rich Parker  

• Whitney Coleman 

• Samantha Shreves  

• Christine Shawhan  

• Jennifer Wilson 

https://www.etmac.org/resources/etmac-resources/membership-application/
https://www.etmac.org/resources/etmac-resources/membership-application/
https://www.etmac.org/resources/etmac-resources/membership-application/
https://www.etmac.org/resources/etmac-resources/membership-application/


• CDR Trier Kissell  

• LTJG Maximilano Herrera  

• LTC Thomas Foley  

 

• MILITARY UNIT UPDATES 

• 3rd Regiment of the Tennessee State Guard – LTC Joseph Westfall- no report  

 

• 119th Cyberspace Operations Squadron – Col Chris Smith – no report 

 

• 1-230 Assault Helicopter Battalion – CPT Philip Webster – troops in motion. Helping with border mission. 

Heading for summer training. Medivac still performing rescues in the area, most recently with a bear attack in 

the smokies. Pleased to provide flyovers, but plenty of notice is required.  

 

• 134th Air Refueling Wing – Col Lee Hartley – they were able to assist with the removal of 3500 tons of debris 

due to storms in middle Tennessee and gave over 1 million Covid vaccines. They were also able to respond 

within 72 hours to help in Washington DC with civil unrest.  

 

• 241st Engineering & Installation Squadron (Chattanooga) - Lt Col Dave Moss – no report 

 

• 278th Armored Calvary Unit – LTC Thomas Foley – Training at Fort Hood in July. Renovation continuing.  

Troops in motion. Will be receiving new equipment.  

 

• 332nd Air Force Recruiting Squadron – MSgt Curtis Jones - no report  

 

• 489th Civil Air Battalion – MAJ BW Osten – no report 

 

• 844th Enginering Batallion – MAJ Justin Warrick – no report  

 

• Coast Guard Recruiting – East TN Region – ME1 Steven Brashear – no report  

 

•  D Co 4th Combat Engineer Battalion – GySgt John Kepper / -1st Sgt Jason Brackley - no report 

 

• ETSU Army ROTC. – MAJ Kent Monas /CPT Austin Hall-5k fundraiser coming up on 9/11 to raise money and 

awareness for soldier suicide. For more information, https://stopsoldiersuicide.org/   

 

• I.G. Brown Training and Education Center -Lt Col John Capra– new construction and renovations going on. 

Airman leadership classes ongoing with 85 students on campus. They are working with Pellissippi state to 

become accredited. This will allow the students to receive college credit at the same time they are fulfilling 

necessary training.  

 

• Knoxville Recruiting Company (Army) – SSG Kyle Lane – no report 

 

• Military Entrance Processing Station – LCDR Galo Cavalcanti with new MEPS Commander LCDR 

Justin Bergman – they processed over 1000 applicants last month, and they are spending time in the high 

schools providing them with the ASVAB test. LCDR Cavalcanti is leaving MEPS for a new assignment. 
 

• Navy Operational Support Center – CDR Trier Kissell - Continuing to support military funerals.  

• Navy Recruiting – Talent Acquisition Onboarding Center – HM2 Josh Dixon- no report  

• Tennessee Wing, Civil Air Patrol – Col Dent Young – no report  

• USCG Auxiliary Division 12 – DCDR Thomas Junau– no report 

https://stopsoldiersuicide.org/


• UT Air Force ROTC – Lt Col William Estep – no report  

 

• UT Army ROTC – LTC Justin Howe – no report  

 

  VETERAN ORGANIZATIONS UPDATES 

 

• Air Force Association –Dick Webber –award season, chapter teacher of the year is from oak ridge high school.  

 

• American Job Center / State of TN Department of Labor – Bill Adams – several job fairs coming up with details 

to follow. Open for business.  

 

• American Legion – Joleen Dewald – 17 July golf tournament. 21 August annual memorial ceremony/ride 

ending with a barbeque. This is a fundraiser for their new building. Details to follow.  

 

• American Legion Post 212. Samantha Shrieve – they have a great need for veteran services in Union County. 31 

July will be having a benefit drive.  

 

• American Red Cross – Jess Hernandez – They would like to assist with pre-deployment briefings. 

 

• AMVETS Post 75 in Newport – Leslie Purser- $7000 raised at the Popcorn Sutton Jam.  

 

• Army Reserve Ambassador Program Eastern TN – Leslie Purser – 21st National Hiring from 10 May thru 14 June 

for all three components. Signing bonus is available. Scholarships are also available for high schoolers wanting to 

attend ROTC in college.  

• Ben Atchley Veteran’s Home – Doug Ottinger – no report 

 

• Bunker Labs – Derren Burrell – no report  

 

• Captain Bill Robinson Vietnam Veterans of America Chapter 1078 – Pat Polis – no report  

 

 

• Combat Veterans Motorcycle Association, Morristown –Leslie Purser – Next food pantry will be on 19 August in 

New Tazewell, from 11-1. It is open to any veteran. Military family lost everything in a fire, and they are seeking 

assistance for the family. Details were on an email sent out by Patrice.  

 

• Consolidated Nuclear Securities SOS – Bonnie Harlow – new leadership. Primary mission is to support deployed 

member families. Skillbridge is a 12-week program that helps military members transition to civilian life. For more 

details, https://dodskillbridge.usalearning.gov/. They also provide volunteers to local veteran organizations.  

 

• Covenant Health Military Recognition Program – Cindy Winterberger – no report  

 

• Disabled Veterans Chapter #24 – Garrett Hanas - no report.  

 
• East Tennessee Veteran’s Honor Guard – Jim Mungenast- Presented a flag to the granddaughter of Brig Gen Jack 

Archer (ret). Long time member of the Honor Guard.  

 

• East Tennessee Veteran’s Memorial Association - Joleen Dewald – Memorial Day events successful. 

ETVMA Medal of Honor dinner September 27. Medal of Honor Celebration coming back to Knoxville 

in September  2022.  

 

• Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve (ESGR) –Leslie Purser –seeking ombudsmen to assist with guard 

and reserve members having difficulty with employers.   

https://dodskillbridge.usalearning.gov/


• Enlisted Association of National Guard of Tennessee. SMSgt Christopher Gragg – no report  

 

• Frontline Gardens – Stephanie Trost – provide gardens for veterans. Volunteers are needed. They are building 

gardens in the entire east Tennessee region. Frontlinegardens.org for more details.  

 
• Honor Air - Joe Sutter – Flight 30 to honor women will be on October 6. Thanks to ORNL for their 

recognition recently.  

 
• James H Quillen VA Medical Center – Dean Borsos –no report  

 
• Knights of Columbus, Monsignor Francis D. Grady Assembly 1083 - Henry Ustes – no report  

 
• Knoxville Habitat for Heroes – Rick Garner – no report  
 

 

• Knoxville Regional Veterans Mental Health Council – Cindy Winterberger – no report.   

 

• Knox County Veteran Services Office – Mark Lett.  – no report  

 

• Knoxville Vet Center – Lyle Allen –no report.  

 

• Marine Corps League – Travis Bryan – 6 November will be the Marine Corp Ball at Rothchild’s. 

mclknoxville.org for details. There are also details for other events coming up.  

 

• Military Order of the Purple Hearts – Chapter 356- Thomas Booker – no report 

• Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) – Bill Potter – no report  

 
• Military Order of the World Wars (MOWW)/ Reserve Officers Assoc.– Bill Grieve – no report  

 

• Mountain Man Memorial March – Joleen Dewald- no report   

 

• Operation Last Mile - SSG Christopher Fairchild - no report  

 

• ORNL Veterans Group – Lisa Bollinger – currently hiring. Ornl.gov/careers for details.  

 

• Project Healing Waters Fly Fishing – Steve Burman no report 

 

• REBOOT Combat Recovery – Darrell Williams–no report 

 

• Rolling Thunder – Carlos Hollifield – no report 
 

• STAR – Horses & Heroes Program –Melissa Abby – no report  
 

• Team Red White & Blue – Jesse Hawe – no report 

 

• Tennessee Suicide Prevention Network – Emily Hager, no report  

 

• Tennessee Valley Coalition for the Homeless - Brandon Harris – no report  

 

• Tennessee Veterans Business Associations (TVBA) – Steve Stilts – no report  

 

• United Veterans Council – Natalie Donahue – breakfasts going well.  

 



• UT Army ROTC Alumni Council – Geoff Freeman – Hall of Fame induction, 20 inductees from last year and 

5 or 6 pending for this year. November 12 is the date for the ceremony at the Foundry. Planning for a veteran’s 

day event at UT.  

 

• UT Ag Extension – Eileen Legautt – Farmer Veteran Coalition. Details at www.farmvetco.org   

 

• Veterans Appreciation Program – Larry Sharp – no report  

 

• Veteran Heritage Site Foundation – Patty McGrew –no report 

 

• VFW Post 5154 in Maryville – Douglas Burt – no report  

 

• VFW Post 10855 in Alcoa – Charles Robbins – they work to assist veterans and their families with any 

needs they have. He told us about money that has just been approved for the Blount County drug court. 

This assists veterans with alternatives to incarceration. They would also like to build a building for their 

members.  

 

 

• VVA Chapter 1073 &VFW Post 3380 (Dandridge) & Walter J. ‘Bud’Bacon Chapter Distinguished Flying Cross 

Society, East TN Region- Whit Whitworth – they provide flags for every classroom in 7 counties, as well as placing 

flags in cemeteries.  They provide Final Call services for veteran funerals.  

• Volunteers of America/Supportive Services for Veterans Families/Stand Down – Patti Luttrell -   no 

report  

Next meeting: Thursday, August 5, 2021  - Location is TBD 
 

For input or corrections, please contact Kim Spencer 

865/661-9856 or kim@yourplacetoflourish.com 

 

ETMAC Board of Directors: 

Geoff Freeman, President 865-974-8758 email: gfreema1@utk.edu 

Owen Ragland, Immediate Past President c865-556-6338 or w865-546-7311 

email: oragland@kmfpc.com 

Jess Hernandez, Vice President 865-567-6134 email: Jess.Hernandez@redcross.org 

Derren Burrell, Treasurer 865-771-4243 email: derren@tagresources.com 

Kim Spencer, Secretary 865-661-9856 email: kim@yourplacetoflourish.com  

Patrice Collins, Board Member & ETMAC Administrator: 865-806-4487  

email: pcollins@knoxvillechamber.com 

Dent Young, Webmaster,  387543@tncap.us 

Capt Willie Posey, At Large Director, 865-274-9901 email: willie.s.posey.mil@mail.mil 

Gina Massey, At Large Director, 865-363-2994 email: gmassey@etmafcu.net 

Tom Humphries, At Large Dir 865-215-5645 Thomas.humphries@knoxcounty.org 

Rick Garner, At Large Director 865-740-2970 email: rgarner@khfh.com 

Leslie Purser, At Large Director 757-537-0734 purserjl@verizon.net  

Cindy Winterberger, At Large Director 865/679-4754 email: cwinterb@covhlth.com 

Robert Brown, ETMAC Calendar 865-458-0759 email: rl_brown@hotmail.com 

Dent Young, Webmaster 387543@tncap.us 
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 Unit and Veteran Organization Contact Information 

 

ETMAC 

www.ETMAC.org 
 

A Veteran’s Heart 
https://www.facebook.com/aveteransheart/ Jason Bush 423/231-5418 

 

American Job Center/State of TN Dept of Labor  

 https://www.tn.gov/workforce/jobs-and-education/services-by-group/services-by-group-redirect/job-
placement-for-veterans.html    

 

American Legion 

legionknox.com 

https://www.facebook.com/Post2Knoxville/ - 
 

American Red Cross 

http://www.redcross.org/local/tennessee/local-chapters/east-tennessee 

https://www.facebook.com/RedCrossTN/ 
 

Ben Atchley 

http://www.tsvh.org/ 

https://www.facebook.com/TNStateVetreans/ 

 

       Bunker Labs Knoxville  

        https://chapters.bunkerlabs.org/knoxville/ 
 

Captain Bill Robinson Vietnam Veterans of America Chapter 1078 

http://www.vva1078.org/ 

https://www.facebook.com/vvachapter1078knoxville/ 

 

Combat Veterans Motorcycle Assoc 18-12 https://www.cvma18-12.com/upcoming-gatherings.html 

https://www.facebook.com/events/481217796399085 
 

Disabled Veterans Chapter 24 

https://www.dav.org 
 

East Tennessee Veterans Memorial Association 

https://etvma.org/ 

https://www.facebook.com/ETVMA/- 
 

Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve (ESGR) 

https://www.esgr.mil/About-ESGR/Contact/Local-State-Pages/Tennessee 

https://www.facebook.com/Tennessee-ESGR-171685266196286/ 
 

Honor Air 

http://www.honorairknoxville.com/ 

https://www.facebook.com/honorair/ 
 

Irreverent Warriors 

dentmanofknoxville@yahoo.com Jesse Hawe 865/773-2128 or Richard Farrer at 

615/490-5715 www.irreverentwarriors.com 
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Knoxville Habitat for Heroes 

https://knoxvillehabitatforhumanity.com/habitat-for-heroes/ 

https://www.facebook.com/KnoxvilleHabitatforHumanity/ 

 

Knights of Columbus Henry Usey 865/246-4413 
 

Knoxville Regional Veterans Mental Health Council 

http://tnvhc.org/ 

Knox County Veteran Services Office 

https://www.knoxcounty.org/veterans/ 

thomas.humphries@knoxcounty.org 

Knoxville Vet Center 

https://www.vetcenter.va.gov/ 

Marine Corps League 

http://www.mclknox.org/ 

Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) 

www.moaa.org 

Military Order of Purple Heart (MOPH) Chapter 356 

www.moph356.org Charlie Caldwell 865/368-7289 or cdcardwell49@gmail.com  

Military Order of the World Wars (MOWW) 

www.moww.org 

Mountain Man Memorial March 

http://mountainmanmemorialmarch.com/ 

https://www.facebook.com/TheMountainManMemorialMarch/ 

Project Healing Waters Fly Fishing 

http://www.projecthealingwaters.org/ 

https://www.facebook.com/ProjectHealingWatersKnoxville/ 

REBOOT Combat Recovery 

https://rebootalliance.com/reboot 

https://www.facebook.com/rebootrecovery/ 

Rolling Thunder 

http://www.rollingthundertn3.com/index.php/about-tn3/ 

STAR – Horses and Heroes Program 

https://www.rideatstar.org/heroes--horses.html 
 

Team Red White & Blue. 
www.teamrwb.org 

 

Tennessee Valley Coalition for the Homeless 

https://tvchomeless.org/ 
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United Veterans Council of East Tennessee, Inc. 
https://www.facebook.com/The-United- 

Veterans-Council-of-East-Tennessee-Inc- 

1912897478820375/? tn =%2Cd%2CP- 

R&eid=ARDShN8_- 

f00QmdnXmMDEJNMfwLIDApNr7_91Imji 

WKt3EQ3mN6n1PfvjgiRHuxaI8czNzRIXwS 

Y7d5t 

UT Army ROTC Alumni Council 

http://alumni.utk.edu/s/1341/alumni/interior_alumni.aspx?sid=1341&gid=2&pgid=7955 

https://www.facebook.com/UTKArmyROTC/ 
 

Veteran Heritage Site Foundation 

http://veteransheritagesite.org/ 
https://www.facebook.com/VeteransHeritageSiteFoundation/ 

Volunteers of America Supportive Services for Veterans Families/Stand Down 

https://www.voamid.org/ssvftn 
 

Yellow Ribbon Fund Veteran Caregivers Support Group 

http://www.yellowribbonfund.org/ 
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