
East Tennessee Military Affairs Council (ETMAC)  

July 11, 2024 – Knoxville Chamber 

 

Thank you to Gary Hullinger and Volunteers of America for sponsoring our donuts this month!!  

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

Veteran Food Pantry - 3rd Saturday each month - 137 N Calderwood St, Alcoa, TN. 2-4pm. www.combatvets18-3.com 

 

• July 18 – American Job Center;  Construction and Manufacturing focus from 1:00 – 3:00 pm  

• August 10 – All Veterans Family Picnic 11:00-3:00 Lenoir City Park info at www.etnwomenveterans.org  

• August 17 – Honor Air Knoxville virtual flight. Visit https://www.honorairknoxville.com/applications  

• August 25 – ETWVN Women Veterans Rafting on the Ocoee. Email etnwomenveterans@gmail.com for info! 

• August 28 – VetFest; William C Tallent VA Outpatient Clinic (Focusing on PACT Act of 2022 and other programs) 

• August 31 – Marine Corps Mud Run – https://knoxmud.org  

• September 19 – STRIVE Program Starts; Blount location STRIVE - Pellissippi State Community College (pstcc.edu) 

 

For a complete listing of events please visit www.etmac.org and click events 

 

ETMAC BUSINESS SESSION 

• Welcome and call to order - ETMAC President, MG Leslie Purser, retired, US Army 

• Pledge of Allegiance  

• New attendees: 

o Cliff Payne, Public Affairs Specialist, James H. Quillen Mountain Home 

o Major Ron Wyndham, Det 800, Recruiting Instructor 

o Levi Johnson, West Care TN  

o Chantel Harris, Small Business Administration,  

o John Tipton, Great Smoky Mountain Boy Scouts 

o Vivian Worley, Hope Springs Adult Day Care Center 

o Holly Roman, First Horizon 

o Kara Price, STAR 

o Paula Palmer – Megellan Federal 

o TJ Goodmail – Volunteers of America – Mid States 

o Gary Hullinger – Volunteers of America – Mid States – based in Virgina 

o Megan Spence – Veterans Affairs – Medical Foster Homes 

 

• Treasurer’s Report – Tim Thurston  

o Balances: Savings $5,004; checking $14,730 

o First Horizon acct fully transitioned 

o Cemetery Challenge Coins: achieved goal and will be taking donations until $7K then cut it off to sustain for 

future years 

• Webmaster’s Report – Dent Young 

o 431 visitors to website – Most popular sites: groups and local resources and luncheon (28) 

o Visitors:  India moved to #2 and China dropped to #6 

• STRIVE program for Military & Veterans – Gregg Bostick – TN Small Business Development Center 

o Startup Training Resources to Inspire Veteran Entrepreneurship (STRIVE) 

o Sept 19 – 8-week program; Syracuse university, Pellissippi CC - Blount county campus 6-8pm, Thursdays 

▪ No cost program; please share  

▪ In week 7 pitch competition: invite vet friendly business to consider financial support to any 

presenters STRIVE - Pellissippi State Community College (pstcc.edu) 

▪ Gregg’s Contact info:  gbostick@tsbdc.org or 865.246.2663 

• Veteran Caregivers Support Group for East Tennessee – Ginger Maples, UT Medical Ctr Hospice Services 

o New program: Caregivers Support Group; high rate of suicide.  Support, safe place to share experiences (good 

and bad), resource information, and assist with benefit assistance.   

▪ Additional facilitators supporting: Michael Fetty and Amy Jones 

▪ Starting Monday, July 15th in Sevier County Monday/once a month 

• American Legion Post 104, 403 W Main Street, Sevierville, TN 

▪ Goal to be in each county as they proceed throughout the year  

63 guests in attendance  

http://www.combatvets18-3.com/
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https://www.honorairknoxville.com/applications
https://www.pstcc.edu/veteran-services/strive/
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▪ Ginger contact number: 423-0398; Mike: 330-802-9420; Amy: 423-747-7740 

• Heroes & Helpers – Great Smoky Mountain Council for Boy Scouts  

o John Tipton, COO – serving 21 counties in east Tenn; in 2023 served 6K youth a year/2K adult volunteers 

▪ Eagle Scouts award above national average  

▪ Every Fall – Popcorn sale to pay for camps and opportunities – Heroes and Helpers program 

donations – to purchase popcorn and donate to participants in the Heroes and Helpers Program – need 

to enroll (contact John for QR code) and have scouts deliver it 

 

• President’s Report – Leslie Purser 

o New Secretary – Chrystie Shawhan; Jessica thank you for your service 

• ETMAC Updates – Patrice Collins 

o Veteran’s Luncheon:  

▪ Military Units: pick your honoree and send to Patrice 

▪ Commanders let Patrice know how many chairs/tables you need   

▪ Accepting donations for smaller units and younger attendees 

▪ Special thank you to Bob Brown for managing the ETMAC community calendar  

 

MILITARY UNIT UPDATES  

➢ 1-230 Assault Helicopter Battalion – MAJ Hulon Holmes – unable to attend 

 

➢ 134th Air Refueling Wing –Major Aaron Hamby  

o 119/241st geographically separated units and combining to one Group and will fall within the 134th Wing:  

228th Group 

▪ Aug 4th ceremony; come and visit  

o Some deployers from the 241st going out – thoughts and prayers 

o Deployers returning – Travers will be back! 

o KC-46; still pushing to get at MTAB; WBIR and delegates are very active 

o Special thank you to the Honor Guard for supporting recent funerals of two members of the 134th.   

 

➢ 278th Armored Cavalry Regiment – CW4 Kelly Copeland– unable to attend 

 

➢ 332nd Air Force Recruiting Squadron – TSgt Spencer Smyser 

o Based out of Nashville unit but TSgt Smyser is local; covers 7 states 

o AF Oak Ridge representative 

 

➢ 489th Civil Affairs Battalion - MAJ Michael Mendes – unable to attend 

 

➢ 844th Engineer Battalion – MAJ Keith Waugh/MSG Earl A. Willet - unable to attend 

 

➢ Carson Newman Army ROTC – Pat Bivens 

o LTC Leigh Kennedy (new Commander will be officially in office in Aug)  

o Camps this summer; cross town school support to have Johnson University join group (So. Knoxville)  

o 20-25 freshman starting Aug 20 

o Coffee and Conversation:  Saturday, Jul 13; Vet Center on Campus (across from 1st Baptist)  

▪ Vets in Jeff City; Get them to the campus 

▪ Next one will be Oct 12th  

 

➢ Co D 4th Combat Engineer Battalion – Capt Douglas Wainwright (USMC) 

o Training events going across US and Middle East 

o 35 to go to Quantico for annual training exercise; rifle qual, rocket, medical training, etc. 

o Aug – Co will be back to drill and having Family Day and Change of Command (Welcome Captain Horns)  

 

➢ ETSU Army ROTC – April Cheyene – unable to attend 

 

➢ I.G. Brown Training and Education Center – Col Angela Tapia 

o Last class graduate before Memorial Day; instructors reviewing curriculum training 

o Welcome new Noncommissioned Officer Academy and Airmen Leadership Students this week 

▪ Total of 162 in-resident students 

• 3 Coast Guard  

• No international students; but increasing effort through State Partnership Program 



o Mid-Aug – International Junior Officer Leadership Development Course kicks off 

 

➢ Knoxville Army Recruiting Company – CPT Francisco Cebreros – unable to attend 

 

➢ Knoxville Military Entrance Processing Station –LCDR Chantrelle Harris – unable to attend 

 

➢ National Guard Recruiting and Retention BN – CPT Daryl Jackson – unable to attend 

 

➢ Naval Reserve Center - Knoxville – CDR Jeremy Reynard – unable to attend 

 

➢ Tennessee Wing, Civil Air Patrol – Col Dent Young 

o Camp Pinch/Ft Campbell: 138/cadets and staff w/daily newsletter of photos and info of activities 

o Provided FEMA assistance over flooded areas of NW Iowa 

▪ Camera crew on Cessna 182 for 3 days/8 hrs each day 

▪ 4500 images; 3T data 

 

➢ UT Air Force ROTC – TSgt Serina “Nancy” Loeffler   

o 23 officer candidates returning from training  

o 55 freshmen inbound; Aug orientation 

o LinkedIn and IG happenings – please follow  

▪ Cadre at Montgomery AFB, Ala at field training  

▪ So far have taken Spirit, Morale, and Fitness awards 

o Potential Alumni social in the fall 

 

➢ UT Army ROTC – LTC Mike Wellock (new Commander) – unable to attend 

 

VETERAN ORGANIZATIONS UPDATES   

➢ Air & Space Force Association – Dick Webber 

o Monthly meetings at 12pm on ETMAC days; Rocky Top Dining Facility, McGee Tyson Air Base 

o 12 Sep:  ASC (Air, Space, and Cyberspace) Event 6-8 PM at Heritage HS 

o 28 Sep:  ASC Expo 10 AM to 2 PM at Northeast State Community College Regional Center for the 

Performing Arts, Blountville TN 

o 14 Oct:  Bud Bacon Golf Tournament (our big AFA fundraiser) at 11:30 (registration and lunch) at Egwani 

Farms Golf Course 

 

➢ American Job Center – Chris “Matty” Mathison/Mack McCollum, Jr 

o 3 job fairs a month; 184 participants; location at the job center:  2700 Middlebrook Pike  

o 18 July: Construction and Manufacturing focus from 1:00 – 3:00 pm  

o 25 July; Multi-job opportunity  

 

➢ American Legion Post 2 – Michael Testerman 

o Currently meeting at the American Red Cross – 1st Monday each month at 6pm 

o August 1st:  Registration for the Veteran’s Day Parade will begin 

▪ Veterans Day parade this year will be on Monday 11 Nov; 100th one the Legion has hosted  

▪ www.legionknox.com when registration opens 

 

➢ American Red Cross – Knoxville Chapter – Tom DeHoog – nothing to report 

 

➢ Ben Atchley Veteran’s Home – Doug Ottinger  

o Vacancies for residence – anyone who is currently in the hospital is eligible, does not have to be on waiting 

list to be admitted 

o Cleveland building up and running -40% occupied 

o Arlington – construction to complete by summer of ’25; 6th building 

 

➢ Captain Bill Robinson Vietnam Veterans of America - Chapter 1078 – Don Smith/Pat Polis – unable to attend 

 

➢ CNS/Y-12 Serving our Service Members (SOS) – Kristen Rawson - unable to attend 

 

➢ Comfort Crew for Military Kids – Angela Salyer – unable to attend 

 

http://www.legionknox.com/


➢ CVMA 18-3 – Chris “Matty” Mathison 

 

➢ East Tennessee Veterans Honor Guard Program – Jim Mungenast 

o Looking for volunteers 

 

➢ East Tennessee Veterans Memorial Association – Joleen Dewald - unable to attend 

 

➢ East Tennessee Women Veterans Network – Jessica Hodge 

o Yesterday the 500th member joined FB group 

o All Veterans Picnic; Aug 10th from 11:00 am – 3:00 pm 

▪ At Lenoir City Park, 6707 City Park Dr, Lenoir City, Pavilion #1 with a boat dock 

▪ Sign up on https://tockify.com/etwvn/detail/83/1723302000000 (to help prepare for food) 

 

➢ ESGR – Steve Martin 

o Boss lift planning for Sept with the 134th ARW 

o Shout out to ORNL; conducted a ceremony to 3 Patriot Awards to supervisors 

o Freedom Award should be out soon – within the next month 

o Call for USERRA briefings and Patriot Awards at your businesses 

 

➢ First Horizon Bank Military Community Resource Group – Paul Ollis 

o Multiple bank managers visiting to assist our veterans 

o New account opening ends July 31st - $1K deposits - $450 given to your acct from First Horizons 

o Supporting our veterans-focus 

 

➢ Fleet Reserve Association – Eric Nash – unable to attend 

 

➢ Frontline Gardens – Stephanie Trost – unable to attend 

 

➢ Honor Air – Joe Sutter 

o Aug 17 – 3rd virtual flight for those unable to make the trip to DC 

▪ Bridgewater Event Center 

o Sep 25 – Women’s Veterans Flight; 35th flight for Honor Air 

➢ Irreverent Warriors – Christine Shawhan 

o Participating in Coffee and Conversations at Carson Newman on Saturday 

o Coffee Mess Vet-Together on July 21st, 1:30 – 4:30 pm  

▪ 60 Beans Coffee and Crepes at 120 East Broadway Blvd, Jefferson City 

o Looking for a date for our 0.K reschedule at Blackhorse 

o Supporting a Free Veteran’s Breakfast at Ebeneezer Methodist Church; 3rd Saturday of the month 

 

➢ James H. Quillen VA Medical Center – Wayne Chiasson 

o Summer VetFest – Aug 28; 10:00 am – 3:00 pm; 8033 Ray Mears Blvd, Knoxville 

▪ PACT Act event and enrollment opportunities 

▪ Tenn Vet Services to help with claims 

o Poker Chip Coins – enrollment contact number and suicide prevention group for sharing with members 

 

➢ Knoxville Habitat for Heroes – Rick Garner – unable to attend 

 

➢ Knoxville’s Community Development Corporation - Liberty Place Housing for Veterans - Marisa Moazen  

o Open in Nov, 32 units for homeless vets; Case management opportunities provided by VA will be available 

o Service to the Community Session for the Youth – asking for military recruiter to support 

 

➢ Knox County Veteran Services Office –Heidi Paumen 

o Tom has officially retired 

 

➢ Knoxville Vet Center – Lyle Allen - unable to attend 

 

➢ Marine Corps League – Susie Schmidt 

o Aug 31; Mud Run in Maryville  

o Sign up at: Mud Run – Marine Corps League – Detachment 924 (mclknoxville.org) 

 

https://tockify.com/etwvn/detail/83/1723302000000
https://www.mclknoxville.org/mudrun/


➢ Mountain Man Memorial March – Justin Howe - unable to attend 

 

➢ MOWW/Reserve Officers Association – Bill Grieve – unable to attend 

 

➢ Oak Ridge National Lab/UT Battelle Veterans Group – Lisa Bollinger - unable to attend 

 

➢ Pets for Vets – Heinz Lauer 

o Contact if support is needed  

 

➢ STAR – Horses & Heroes Program – Kara Price 

o Transition period with Kara taking over; took over in June 

o Largest group of participation right now 

 

➢ The Lost Vets Rescue – Willie Franklin – unable to attend 

 

➢ TN Department of Veteran Services – Knoxville Field Office – Charles McGhee 

o 2 changes in disability compensation  

o 3 new male repro cancers to PACT Act updates 

o Veteran Family Business updates – training next month for his office 

▪ Patrice did send email last week  

 

➢ United Veterans Council – Natalie Donahue/Chris Albrecht 

o Salute to Tenn Fallen – traveling Memorial honors those in the military from Tennessee who have been killed 

in action since 9-11 

▪ Blount County Historical Museum until 12 July 

▪ Leslie – Jefferson High School for Veterans Day 

o 13 Veterans Breakfasts Reminder 

▪ Last Sat – Elks Lodge: 120 veterans and guest and special guests from the Commander and six crew 

members form the USS Farragut came and served breakfasts.   

 

➢ UT Medical Center - VETS (Veterans Engaging for Team Support) - John Jeffries – unable to attend 

 

➢ UT Army ROTC Alumni Council – Geoff Freeman 

o Thank you to those supported the Neyland Golf Tournament back in May; raised almost $10K  

o Moving to new course next May (2025) 

 

➢ VFW Post 5154 - Maryville – Neal Whetsel  

o Remodeling is finished; additional area for game room with pool tables, darts, golf game and more! 

▪ Bring the younger veterans! 

o Oct 12; Motorcycle Poker Run with registration from 8:00 -10:00 am  

▪ $30/includes dinner 

 

➢ Veterans Heritage Site Foundation – Marilyn Childress 

o Honoring our Veterans – 200 participants 

▪ War of 1812 veterans honors for next year 

o Ramsey 1864 Baseball Game – pinned 3 Vietnam Vets 

o Aug 17; Sharps Ridge Veterans Park press conference at the overlook  

▪ Showcasing information board highlighting local veterans who participated in the Civil War to 

OIF/OEF 

o Sept 29;  Gold Star Families Support Event at the Historic Ramsey House; 3:00 pm 

o Tri-Star quarterly meeting – concerns or questions you’d like to bring to Governor 

▪ Chair of the Resources and Equity Committee (homelessness, food insecurity, justice related, and 

women veteran concerns) 

o French Broad Park – ground has been cleared and pavilion has been started and should be finished by end of 

December 

▪ Standards to put monument should be ready by Sept  

• Knox County Parks and Rec 

 

➢ Veterans Mental Health Council – Cindy Winterberger – unable to attend 

 



➢ Veterans Upward Bound Program – Daniel Blackburn – unable to attend 

 

 

 

 

 

➢ Volunteers of America – TJ  

o Servicing Western Ky, East Tenn, and Virginia 

▪ Non-traditional suicide support and therapies 

o New Program Manager – TJ; Homeless Program  

o Deployment briefings and support to families 

 

➢ Wallace Real Estate – LeadingRE Heroes Program – Carol Hart – unable to attend 

 

Alibis:  Megan Spence – From JH Quillen Medical Facility: Alternative to assisted living care and hospice 

 personal home support with VA team; Looking for caregivers – paid for it by veteran 

 

**PLEASE NOTE – The next ETMAC meeting will be Thursday, August 1, at 8:30 am at the Knoxville Chamber.   

 

VETERANS BREAKFAST SCHEDULE 

Free breakfast for veterans and their guests! Doors open at 8:00 am; chow lines open at 8:30 am. 

 

1st Saturday Breakfast Locations: 

• Sevierville First United Methodist Church - 214 Cedar St, Sevierville 

• The Elks Club #160 - 5600 Lonas Rd, Knoxville 

 

2nd Saturday Breakfast Locations: 

• Hillcrest United Methodist Church - 1615 Price Ave, Knoxville 

• Kodak United Methodist Church - 2923 Bryan Rd, Kodak 

 

3rd Saturday Breakfast Locations: 

• Powell Community Center -  1708 W. Emory Rd, Powell  

• Dandridge First United Methodist Church -  121 E Meeting St, Dandridge 

• Seymour First Baptist Church – 11621 Chapman Hwy, Seymour 

• Ebenezer United Methodist Church – 1001 Ebenezer Rd, Knoxville 

 

Last* Saturday Breakfast locations:  

• DAV Chapter #24, 2600 Holbrook Dr, Knoxville 

• VFW Post 5154 in Blount County, 2561 Hobbs Rd, Louisville 

• DAV Tri-County Chapter #26, 530 Kingston Ave, Oliver Springs 

• Wears Valley United Methodist Church 3110 Wears Valley Rd, Sevierville 

• West End Baptist Church – 116 West End St, Newport  

 

* Please note that these breakfasts take place on the LAST SATURDAY OF THE MONTH. If there are five Saturdays in a 

month, there will not be any breakfasts on that fourth Saturday! 

ETMAC Board of Directors 

Leslie Purser, President 757/537-0734 purserjl@verizon.net  

Geoff Freeman, Immediate Past President 843/743-5661 gafreeman@comcast.net  

Jim Mungenast, Vice President  865/386-5859 bamaforce@aol.com  

Tim Thurston, Treasurer/Membership 210/540-4531 timthurston1972@gmail.com  

Christine Shawhan, Secretary, 682/365-7182 pcshawhan@yahoo.com  

Patrice Collins, Board & ETMAC Administrator 865/806-4487  pcollins@knoxvillechamber.com 

Lyle Allen, At Large Director 423/631-2048 W: 865/633-0000 x 4407 lyle.allen@va.gov 

Marilyn Childress, At Large Director 678/920-1989  marilyn.childress@veteransheritagesite.org   

mailto:marilyn.childress@veteransheritagesite.org


Justin Howe, At Large Director 931/561-8590 jhowe@windrock-ent.com 

Patti McGrew, At Large Director 865/335-6423  patty.mcgrew@veteransheritagesite.org  

Kim Spencer, At Large Director 865/661/9856 kim@yourplacetoflourish.com 

Doug Ottinger, At Large Director 865/809-9720 W:865/862-8170 dottinger@tsvh.org 

Robert Brown, ETMAC Calendar 865/458-0759 rl_brown@hotmail.com  

Dent Young, Webmaster, 865/604-8621 W: 65/483-7467   387543@tncap.us  

 

 

Veteran Organization Contact Information 

ETMAC - www.ETMAC.org  

American Job Center/State of TN Dept of Labor - www.jobs4tn.gov  

American Legion - www.legionknox.com  https://www.facebook.com/Post2Knoxville/  

American Red Cross - http://www.redcross.org/local/tennessee/local-chapters/east-tennessee  

https://www.facebook.com/RedCrossTN/  

 

Ben Atchley State Veterans Home - http://www.tsvh.org/  https://www.facebook.com/TNStateVetreans/  

 

Captain Bill Robinson Vietnam Veterans of America Chapter 1078 - www.vva1078.org/ 
https://www.facebook.com/vvachapter1078knoxville/  

Disabled Veterans Chapter 24 - https://www.dav.org  

East Tennessee Veterans Memorial Association – www.etvma.org   https://www.facebook.com/ETVMA/-  

East Tennessee Women Veterans Network  www.etnwomenveterans.org 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/etnwomenveterans  

Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve (ESGR) - www.esgr.mil/About-ESGR/Contact/Local-State-Pages/Tennessee  

https://www.facebook.com/Tennessee-ESGR-171685266196286/  

Honor Air - www.honorairknoxville.com  https://www.facebook.com/honorair/  

 

Humana – Janet Storm Barnes 865/329-8892 jstorm-barnes@humana.com  

 

Irreverent Warriors – John and Chrystie Shawhan  817-564-1955 or knoxville@irreverentwarriors.com 

 

KCDC – Marisa Moazen -  mmoazen@kcdc.org 

Knoxville Habitat for Heroes – www.knoxvillehabitatforhumanity.com/habitat-for-heroes 

https://www.facebook.com/KnoxvilleHabitatforHumanity/  

Knoxville Regional Veterans Mental Health Council  -  www.tnvhc.org 

Knox County Veteran Services Office - www.knoxcounty.org/veterans  thomas.humphries@knoxcounty.org  

Knoxville Vet Center - www.vetcenter.va.gov 

Lost Vets Rescue - thelostvetsrescue2022@gmail.com (865) 518-1012 www.thelostvets.org 

Marine Corps League - www.mclknox.org  



Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) - www.moaa.org  

Military Order of the World Wars (MOWW) - www.moww.org  

 

Mountain Man Memorial March – www.mountainmanmemorialmarch.com 

https://www.facebook.com/TheMountainManMemorialMarch/  

Project Healing Waters  FishingJoe.noe@projecthealingwaters.org  629-213-9707 

Team RWB Knoxville  - Cesar Robles - cesara.robles@yahoo.com (609) 957-2963  

United Veterans Council of East Tennessee, Inc. - https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064580774543  

UT Army ROTC Alumni Council - http://alumni.utk.edu/s/1341/alumni/interior_alumni.aspx?sid=1341&gid=2&pgid=7955 

https://www.facebook.com/UTKArmyROTC/  

Veteran Heritage Site Foundation - www.veteransheritagesite.org 

https://www.facebook.com/VeteransHeritageSiteFoundation  

Volunteers of America – TJ – Recent Hire/Need contact info 

Volunteer State Honor Guard - www.milhonors.com  

Y12 Servicing our Service Members (SOS) – Christine Shawhan (865) 410-4815 christine.shawhan@pxy12.doe.gov  

 

 

 

 


