
ETMAC June 2007 Meeting Summary 
 

Upcoming Meetings and Events  
ETMAC Meeting –Thursday 12JUL at 0830 HRS.- Knoxville Area 

Chamber Partnership Offices at 17 Market Square.    
 MOWW Meetings –Wed. -13JUN-Ryans-Kingston Pike- 12 Noon-
Annual Meeting 28JUN- Ramsey’s Restaurant off Merchants Road on Central 
Avenue   
 Flag Retirement Ceremony-9JUN-Elks Lodge 160, 6000 Lonas Dr -
1300 HRS-Speaker Retired BGen Bud Bacon 
 Veterans Owned Business Forum-tentative date 27JUN-how to do 
business with Oak Ridge 
 Powell High School Football Stadium- 1600HRS 1JUL- Patriotic 
Celebration-3000 people expected-947-5500 
 Family Day-Naval Operations Support Center-7JUL-545-4720 EXT 
229 
 Workshop for businesses owned by disabled Veterans -7AUG- 0730-
Oak Ridge Center- opportunity to work with the large contractors operating 
in the area  

Fourth Annual Marine Corps Mud Run- 25AUG 
Navy Birthday Ball-13OCT-Knoxville Convention Center-Formal Event-

Invitation is extended to other services to attend-Keynote Speaker-Admiral 
Frank Bowman 

HonorAir-Trip to Washington DC for WWII Veterans-13OCT 
Veterans Weekend –University of Tennessee- Homecoming Game-

3NOV 
Veterans Day Luncheon-9NOV-Foundry-Speaker- GEN Charles C. 

Campbell CG, FORSCOM 
 

Welcome and Introductions 
 The meeting was held on Thursday 7JUN at the Knoxville Area 

Chamber Partnership Offices at 17 Market Square.    
  President Davis presided over the meeting.  A total of 20 members 

and guests were present. The minutes of the May Meeting were approved.  
 Acting Treasurer Joe Mazzola reported a balance in the ETMAC bank 

account of $2,386.48.     
 Annual dues of $25 for individual members and $100 for 
organizational members are due. 



 
Discussion Items 

East Tennessee Veterans Memorial (Kimberly Lauth) 
 The Memorial is to be dedicated on Memorial Day 2008.  There is 
$500 thousand in the Governor’s contingent budget for the Memorial.  Site 
soil analysis is under way. The old train station site potentially contains 
heavy metals and other contaminants.  Kimberly is available for speaking 
engagements. (633-8337- www.etvma.org) 
HonorAir (Joe Sutter) 

HonorAir will be offering World War II veterans from the Knoxville 
area a free trip to Washington, D.C., to see the World War II Memorial on 
the Mall, have lunch and then visit Arlington Cemetery.  The date is 13OCT.  
It will be a one day trip on a US Airways Charter aircraft.  There will be 
chartered buses at the airport for the trip to and around the city.  The goal 
is to take 70-80 veterans.  Medical personnel will be part of the group.  
Efforts are under way to identify veterans who would like to go.  Prestige 
Dry Cleaners is the primary sponsor but additional support is needed from 
persons or groups to sponsor a veteran(s).   Also there is a call for guardians 
to help escort the veterans as needed.  There will be a small charge for the 
guardians.  Joe will let us know how ETMAC can sponsor a veteran.  
Patriotic Celebration- Powell High School Football Stadium (David Hodson) 
 Over 3000 people are expected to attend the Patriotic celebration at 
Powell High School Football Stadium on Sunday 1JUL.  The program will be 
from 1600-1900HRS.  The event was started by First Baptist Church Powell 
and has grown in attendance every year to become a community event.  The 
program theme will be wrapped around the U.S. Armed Forces.   The 
sponsors would like more participation from active and reserve and Guard 
units.  Displays from the U.S. Armed Forces are welcomed as well as 
recruiters.  The program is directed at kids and teenagers so there will be 
many young people in attendance.  A U. S. Marine Corps Color Guard will 
present the Colors and the Church Choir will sing patriotic songs.  Contact 
David Hodson at 947-5500 for more information.   
Flag Retirement Ceremony (Rodney Rockett) 
 The Retirement Ceremony was started because it was observed that a 
lot of flags flying in the community were showing wear and their owners 
didn’t know what to do with them.  Flags can now be taken to a city or county 
solid waste recycle for drop off.  Those with curbside pick up in the city can 
also leave their Flag on top in a plastic bag.  These flags will be delivered to 



the Elks Lodge.  Flags can also be brought to the Retirement Ceremony.  The 
Flag Retirement Ceremony will be held at Elks Lodge 160 at 6000 Lonas 
Drive on 9JUN.  Personnel from the 844th Engineer BN will provide support.  
Retired BGen Bud Bacon will be the speaker.  The program will be dedicated 
to Area Veterans.  The program begins at 1300HRS inside the Lodge and the 
Retirement Ceremony will begin outside at 1340HRS.  The number of flags 
being retired now exceeds 1000.   
Veterans Day Luncheon (Jack Davis) 
 ETMAC plans to give a copy of the book “1776” by David McCullough to 
our Senior ROTC cadet honorees and to the outstanding enlisted soldier, 
sailor or marine from the local Reserve and National Guard Units.  David 
McCullough was available to sign the books at the East Tennessee Historical 
Society on May 3.   We were able to get six books signed by the author for 
presentation to this year’s honorees.  For the remainder of the books we got 
inserts that were previously signed by the author.  

 A representative of FORSCOM said that early this fall they will be in 
contact to arrange the details of GEN Charles C. Campbell CG, FORSCOM 
trip to Knoxville.  GEN Campbell will be both our speaker at the Veterans 
Day Luncheon and will be on the reviewing stand for the Veterans Day 
Parade.    

•    
Military Unit Activity 
 I.G. Brown Training and Education Center (TEC) - The obstacle course 
is now open for use by ROTC units.  The facility is not yet available for 
civilian use.   

The last officers will be commissioned at the TEC this year.  The 
school has been here for 37 years.  Future Officer Candidate Schools will be 
conducted at Maxwell AFB in Montgomery, AL.  In turn the NCO academy at 
McGhee Tyson will expand.   

MEPS- The Army and Guard continue to struggle to meet recruitment 
goals.  Traffic through the facility is about the same as last year.  COL 
William Walters has joined the MEPS staff as Medical Doctor.   


