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Upcoming Meetings and Events 
11JUN-1100HRS- 844th Engineer Battalion returns home from pre-deployment 
 training at Fort Irwin, CA.  “Welcome Home” ceremony at the USAR 
 Training Center.    
13JUN-1400HRS- Retirement Ceremony-Captain Derick E. Seaton-University 
 Center, Rm. 337, University of Tennessee 
14JUN-1400HRS-Flag Retirement Ceremony-D Co, 4th Combat Engineer BN 
 (U.S. Marine Corps) Elks Lodge-6000 Lonas Drive-Public can bring flags- 
 Speaker-MG(ret) Jack D’Araujo  
20JUN-Retirement Ceremony- Colonel Owen Ragland 
10JUL-0830HRS-ETMAC Meeting-host Colonel Mike Waggett- I.G. Brown Training 
 and Education Center, 400 I.G. Brown Drive, McGhee Tyson ANG Base.   
17JUL-1000HRS-Change of Command Ceremony-Commander Breckenridge S. 
 Morgan relinquishes command of the Knoxville Military Entrance Processing 
 Station-Tennessee Rm- Crowne Plaza Hotel-Reception to follow-
 R.S.V.P. 531-8221 Ext. 2221 
31JUL-40th Anniversary Celebration-I.G. Brown Training and Education Center-
 morning event- McGhee Tyson ANG Base 
5AUG-0730-1700HRS- 2nd Annual East Tennessee Veterans Business Conference-
 New Hope Center, Y-12, 602 Scarboro Road, Oak Ridge.   
11NOV Veterans Day Parade-Special invitation is being extended to women in 
 Military units in Knoxville to participate in the parade. 
11NOV Veterans Day Luncheon, 1230HRS- The Foundry-World’s Fair Park –
 Featured Service-U.S. Marine Corps 
15NOV-1100HRS Dedication Ceremony-East Tennessee Veterans Memorial-World’s 
 Fair Park   

Stay current by checking ETMAC.org  
 

  Welcome & Introductions 
The meeting was held on Thursday, 5JUN at the Knoxville Area Chamber 
Partnership, 17 Market Square, Jack Davis presiding.   A total of 35 members and 
guests were present.  The Summary of the May meeting was approved. Treasurer 
Carl G. Newby reported a balance of $5,400.42.  Thirty members have paid dues 
for 2008.  

 
Discussion Items   

Brigadier General Walter “Bud” Bacon 
It was with great sadness that we noted the passing of our good friend and patriot 
BGen Walter “Bud” Bacon.  Bud was a past President of ETMAC and continued over 



the years to lend his wisdom and support to the full range of Military affairs in our 
area.  In his memory ETMAC voted to provide $500 to The East Tennessee 
Veterans Memorial Association (ETMVA).   
HonorAir (Coffman) 
One hundred and eleven WWII Veterans traveled to Washington D.C. on 21MAY 
and visited the WWII Memorial.  Two more flights are scheduled for 11OCT08 and 
29OCT08.  In response to increased interest, plans are for 75 WWII Veterans 
from outside the original three county area (Knox, Blount and Anderson) to be on 
the 11OCT flight.  
East Tennessee Veterans Memorial Association (ETVMA) (Crawford) 
Shipments of the granite memorial stones have started to arrive.  An estimated 
4,000 or so of the 6,130 Veterans whose names are to be engraved left Knoxville 
for service from this site.     
Military Entrance Processing Station (MEPS) (Morgan) 
Officers either retired or on active duty can contact MEPS and arrange to conduct 
the swearing in ceremony for new recruits. The Officer must either be in uniform 
or in suit and tie.   
I.G. Brown Training and Education Center-(TEC) (Waggett) 
Business leaders from 10 mid-western states attended the Business and Industrial 
Days Conference held in May at the TEC.  The conference was directed at 
influencing business owners to support employee participation in the Guard.   
The 10JUL ETMAC meeting will be held at TEC.  Those planning to attend will need 
a Military I.D. to gain entrance to the Base or will need to provide their Drivers 
License number in advance. Attendees can e-mail Col. Waggett’s Executive Officer, 
Capt Fowler, at Douglas.Fowler@angtec.ang.af.mil with their Drivers License 
number.  A tour of the facilities will follow the meeting for those interested. 
Office of the Chief, Army Reserve (Dyess)  
Efforts are underway for the Police Department to give special consideration to 
former Military Police (MP) as new hires.  Plans are being formulated for a dinner 
(tentative date 12AUG) to recognize employers who support the Guard and Reserve.  
East Tennessee Veterans’ Business Conference (Hammond and Minter) 
The opening ceremonies for the conference will begin at 0800 on 5AUG. There is no 
fee to attend. The Conference is directed at increasing opportunities for service 
disabled Veterans.  Up to one million dollar contracts can be provided to Veteran 
Owned Business/Service Disabled Veteran Owned Business without competitive 
bidding.  Non veteran owned small business owners are also invited to attend as 
there is potential to come together with the Veteran Owned Businesses.  
Veterans Day Luncheon 
A letter was sent to General James T. Conway, Commandant of the U.S. Marine 
Corps requesting that the General assign a Marine General Officer to be the 
featured speaker at the Veteran’s Day Luncheon.   
Senior ROTC Units 



Marty Coffman representing AFA presented the Outstanding Senior ROTC Unit 
Award for the state of Tennessee to the UT Air Force Senior ROTC Unit.  Col 
Owen Ragland in receiving the award on behalf of the unit noted that among the 
activities of the unit was over 2100 hours of community service.   
Military Unit Activity  
Area National Guard and Reserve Units continue to transition to an operational 
reserve from a strategic reserve.  Consequently, a relatively large percentage of 
Guard and Reserve personnel have been activated multiple times either with their 
entire unit, small detachments or as individuals.    
The Ben Atchley State Veteran’s Home (Bayless) 
The Tennessee State Veterans Home Board is being reorganized.  The Board will 
have 13 members.  Three members will be active for quick response to emerging 
issues.  The remaining 10 members will serve in an advisory role.     
Economic Impact Study 
Two more units have provided data to be used towards informing the community at 
large on the magnitude of the economic impact and resulting benefit of the military 
to the greater Knoxville area.   
Knox County Veterans Service Officer Report (Jones) 
The office handled 173 phone inquiries and 34 office visits from veterans seeking 
information and assistance. 
Web Site 
The web site had over 2,780 visitors for the month of May.  The calendar of events 
draws the most interest.  China at number three follows France for the most 
number of visits from foreign countries.  Military related activities can be added to 
the calendar through Liamon Godel at cpa@godel.com 
  
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


