EAST TENNESSEE MILITARY AFFAIRS COUNCIL

JUNE 4, 2009 MEETING SUMMARY

UPCOMING MEETINGS AND EVENTS

b

JUNE 6" Sons of the Revolution will be having a “Tennessee Patriotic Celebration’
at 12:00 Noon at the Shiloh Presbyterian Cemetery, McMinn County,
Calhoun, TN. Contact David Goodman at 816-3260 for more info.

JUNE 6" The Sons of Confederate Veterans will be having a Confederate
Decoration Day Commemoration Service at 11:00 a.m. at the Bethel
Confederate Cemetery, Mabry-Hazen House, Dandridge Ave, Knoxville,
TN. Contact Eric Nash at 693-5711 for more info.

JUNE 13"™ A Flag Retirement Ceremony will be held at Elks Lodge #160 located at
6000 Lonas Drive at 12:30 p.m. Call 588-1879 for more details.

JUNE 14™  “Proud to be an American” Festival, 2 p.m. This will take place in
downtown Maryville. Call Bethany Brown at 556-9280 or Carol Russell at
850-1459 for more details.

JULY 4" “Midnight Independence Day Parade” will begin at 12:00 Midnight in
Gatlinburg, TN

AUGUST 4" 3™ Annual East Tennessee Veterans Business Conference, from 7:30 a.m.
until 5:00 p.m. at the New Hope Center, 602 Scarboro Road, Oak Ridge,
TN. Call 1-888-763-7439 for more details.

STAY CURRENT: WWW.ETMAC.ORG

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS:

The meeting of the East Tennessee Military Affairs Council was held on Thursday, June
4™ at the Knoxville Chamber, Joseph Mazzola presiding. A total of 30 members and
guests were present. The summary of the May meeting was approved. The treasurer’s
report shows an end of the month balance as of May 31* of $8,053.66.

DISCUSSION ITEMS:

East Tennessee Veterans Memorial Association (Mike Crawford): ETVMA has a
maintenance contract to keep the East Tennessee Veterans Memorial beautiful and if
anyone who visits the memorial and finds any problems with the appearance of the
memorial or the grounds, please call Mike Crawford at 525-1251.



Web Site (Laimon Godel): Last months web-site activity had 2,128 visitors with an
average of 68 visitors a day. The Russian Federation, China, Sweden and Republic of
Korea were the most active countries following the United States.

East Tennessee Public Television (James Dee): The Civil War Living History Program
was very successful and was held on May 8", at Hardin Valley Elementary in the
morning and then at Ben Atchley State Veterans Home in the afternoon. Mr. Dee thanked
ETMAC and the Army National Guard for their support of the program.

American Legion Memorial Day Remembrances (Joe Mazzola): This year’s services
were at the Doughboy Monument and Knoxville National Cemetery where Brigadier
General Terry Haston was the speaker and there was a service at the East Tennessee State
Veterans Cemetery where Congressman John J. Duncan, Jr. was the speaker.
Congressman Duncan presented Eddie Mannis with the Lester Speeks Award for his
work with HonorAir, honoring WWII Veterans. Eric Nash reported that the Marine Corps
League also held a Memorial Day ceremony at Virtue Cemetery in Farragut at the grave
of Medal of Honor recipient Mitchell Stout. The Tennessee Smokies also had a nice
Memorial Day Ceremony called “Salute to Heroes Night” honoring Gold-Star Mothers
before their baseball game.

Elks Lodge Flag Retirement Ceremony (Fred Sherrod): Elks Lodge #160 located at
6000 Lonas Drive will have its annual Flag Retirement Ceremony on Saturday June 13,
2009 at 12:30. Anyone with an American flag that is badly torn, soiled or faded, or no
longer a fitting emblem for display can donate it for the ceremony.

Blount County Veterans Celebration (Joe Mazzola): The “Proud to Be an American
Festival” will be held on June 14 (Flag Day). A parade will start at 2 pm in downtown
Maryville and travel to the amphitheater behind the Blount County Courthouse where a
ceremony will take place. Contact Bethany Brown at 556-9280 or Carol Russell at 850-
1459 for details. Also mentioned is that there will be a “Midnight Independence Day
Parade” in Gatlinburg which begins at 12:00 a.m. on Saturday July 4".

American Red Cross (Lori Marsh): The American Red Cross received a DOD grant
and on May 19" they had program at the Ben Atchley State Veterans Nursing Home
where John Becker from WBIR was the guest speaker. They were also able to fill 5
nursing scholarships to active duty spouses and their children.

Air Force Association State Convention (Jim Mungenast): The local chapter hosted
the convention this year at the Airport Hilton on May 15" and 16™. The guest speaker
was Major General Irving Halter. There were a few awards given out. The “Outstanding
Air Force Junior ROTC Unit” was unit 793 from William Blount High School. The
“Outstanding Air Force ROTC Unit” was The University of Tennessee. The
“Outstanding Air National Guard Unit” was the 119", The “Outstanding Air Guardsman
of the Year” was Captain Art Douglass. The “Outstanding Volunteer” was Ms. Polly
Morrissey.



3" Annual East Tennessee Veterans Business Conference (Joe Mazzola): This
conference will be held on August 4, from 7:30 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. at the New Hope
Center, 602 Scarboro Road, Oak Ridge, TN. The purpose of the Veterans Business
Conference is to increase business opportunities for service-disabled veteran and veteran-
owned small businesses. The deadline to register is July 28. Call 1-888-763-7439 for
more details.

University of Phoenix, Military Division Presentation (Chelsea Marsh): Ms. Marsh
explained various educational programs that are offered at the University of Phoenix that

active military and veterans could possibly qualify for. Call 288-0611 for more details.

SENIOR ROTC UNITS

UT Army ROTC (Tom DeHoog): There will be an article covering the success of the
Mountain Man March in the VFW magazine.

MILITARY UNIT ACTIVITY

Military Entrance Processing Station (Captain Mariann Butler): The Knoxville
MEPS has dedicated the ceremony room in the honor of Sgt Michael H. Ferschke Jr., and
everyone is encouraged to visit this ceremony room.

ESGR (David Rutherford and David Goodman): Many of our troops are returning
from deployment with stress and recently Fort Campbell held a “suicide stand-down” and
if anyone is in contact with these troops and sees personal issues or problems please
reach out and seek help.

844™ Engineering Battalion (Tom DeHoog): The 844™ has deployed to Iraq and
Gunner from WIVK will be reporting from Iraq with the 844" and will be bringing
posters signed by the Tennessee Smokies, Tennessee football team, the Lady Vols, and
other groups.

119" Command and Control Squadron (2" Lt Farley): The 119" just received their
g™ Outstanding Inspection in a row from the Joint Staff. They also received their 9™ Air
Force Outstanding Unit award. There is around $15 million of current construction going
on around the base on different projects. The 119" could be growing from a squadron to a
group which would increase their manning from 140 people to 500 people.

Navy/Marines Reserve Center (Commander Pontier): Last months Family
Preparedness Day was very informative and really enjoyable. The Navy Reserve Center
has 212 drilling reservists and of those, 70 are mobilized. There will be a Navy week in
September that will be in conjunction with Boomsday. Commander Pontier will be
transferring in September.



Veteran Stand Down (Laimon Godel): There was over 120 Veterans that received
services at the one-day stand down which was held on May 15™ at the National Guard
Armory at Sutherland Ave.

Respectfully Submitted,
Nathan Weinbaum, Secretary

East Tennessee Military Affairs Council
nathan.weinbaum@knoxcounty.org




