
 
 

EAST TENNESSEE MILITARY AFFAIRS COUNCIL 

June 3, 2021, Meeting Minutes 

Virtual Meeting was held via zoom 

with Unit Commanders and Veteran Service Organization leaders. 
 

ONGOING Fundraiser for Operation Honor Guard Info at    https://www.wate.com/operation-honor-guard/ 

 Donate at Donate today to Operation Honor Guard 
 

   5 JUN Breakfast at the Elk’s Club #160 5600 Lonas Rd Knoxville. 8am until 9:30 
       

5 JUN Marine Corps League Det 924 1st Annual Golf Tournament at Egwani Farms Golf Course, 3920 Singleton 

Station Rd Rockford. For details, contact Bob Willis at 317/501-8294.  

 

6 JUN Tellico Village VFW Post 12135 7th Annual Boat Rides 4 Vets from 0930-1700 at the WindRiver Marina 500 

Marina Way Lenoir City. For information call 865/408-8061 or tellicovfwpost@aol.com 

        

         10 JUN Job Fair 9:30 am until 11:30 am Virtual, see American Job Center website to register.  

         

        12 JUN Free Veterans Breakfast at Hillcrest United Methodist Church 1615 Price Ave Knoxville 8-9:30 

 

        19 JUN Free Veterans Breakfast at Community Center 1708 Kingston Ave Oliver Springs 8-9:30  

 

        19 JUN “Honoring our Veterans” event -  11:00 am at the Elkmont Amphitheater. Presented by the Veterans Heritage 

Site Foundation. For details on the program, please see the email Patrice sent out on Thursday 6/3.  

 

        22 JUN Job Fair 9:30 to 11:30. See American Job Center website to register.  

 

26 JUN  (Last Saturday of each month) Three Free Veteran Breakfasts are held.  

* Times are the same for all three of the locations…8:00 am until 9:30 am.  

 - DAV Knoxville Chapter #24 - 2600 Holbrook Dr Knoxville,  

- VFW Post 5154 in Blount County - 2561 Hobbs Rd, Louisville 

- DAV Chapter #26 - 530 Kingston Ave, Oliver Springs  

 

27 JUN 4th Annual VeggieFest from 10am until 4pm at the Knoxville Expo Center. For details, 

 
 

       3 JUL Anderson County Veteran’s Breakfast Clinton Community Center 101 S Hicks St Clinton. 8am until 9:30 

 

       10 NOV ETMAC’s Annual Veterans Appreciation and Awards Luncheon at the Airport Hilton - Details to follow.  

 

       11 NOV  American Legion Post 2 Veteran’s Day Parade - Details to follow.  

 

 

** Cancelled until further notice: Every Wednesday – Combat Coffee Hour for all veterans 7:30am at the Knoxville Vet 

Center 1645 Downtown West Blvd. #28 

 

** Cancelled until further notice: Second Saturday – Breakfast for Buds 8:30 until 10am. Mama Grits in Tellico Village. 

Contact Dennis Drake at dennisdrake2012@outlook.com for more information. 
 

www.healthytasteofknoxville.com   

https://www.wate.com/operation-honor-guard/
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__operationhonorguard.z2systems.com_np_clients_operationhonorguard_donation.jsp-3Fcampaign-3D57&d=DwMGaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=M6rw8DkS8ckkr25VWhA7cgQDg03lf9yoTg7xa0VgD-M&m=oI53JTrcXKOayumhrR7US5tuQEhkC-n0CtwEHiHdmK0&s=_ahoySBfOX5q37JPwXRc5i7P9KXUdnQbZt0EwFcidAs&e=
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** Cancelled until further notice: 22nd of each month – Veterans Coffee Hour hosted by A Veteran’s Heart at Awaken Coffee 

125 W Jackson Ave Knoxville from 8-9am. 

 

 
For a complete listing of events, visit http://www.etmac.org and click events 

 

 

We are changing the format of the monthly minutes. All organization contact information will be in a list at the 

end of the minutes. We hope you will find having the information in one place will be beneficial to you, and hope 

you find the minutes easier to read. 

 
   

ETMAC BUSINESS SESSION 
 

President’s Report – Geoff Freeman- Looking for a speaker for the Veteran’s Luncheon in November. 

Celebrating the Marines this year. If you know a good Marine speaker, let Geoff know.   

 

Webmaster’s Report - Col Dent Young- 481 visitors 469 new. 289 from US 140 came from United Arab 

Emirates, the Philippines and China. The most popular page was Veteran Services page.  

 

Treasurer’s Report: Derren Burrell – no report this month.  

 
Beginning Balance  

Deposits  

Expenses  
Ending Balance 

 
 

  
  

Membership dues may be paid online https://www.etmac.org/resources/etmacresources/membership- 

application/ or mail a check payable to ETMAC to Patrice Collins at the Knoxville Chamber:  

17 Market Square, #201, Knoxville, TN 37902. Donations on our website are also appreciated. 

 

• Other ETMAC Announcements - Patrice Collins – Veteran’s Luncheon will be 11/10/2021.  

• Owen Ragland spoke about the Economic Impact Study that is coming out soon. The financial impact of the 

military, military organizations, and companies that work with the military in our community is approximately 

$3billion. This excludes Oak Ridge and their contribution. This contribution puts us at the top of the list.  

• Brian Walker updated us about the Community Change Outreach program to help veterans with PTSD and 

Chronic pain holistically. More details can be found at veteranoutreach@revitalist.com  

• Joleen Dewald updated us on the 2022 Medal of Honor Convention. Fundraising has begun. Several are going to 

Boston in September to receive the MOH flag that will be brought back to Knoxville showcasing the MOH 

Convention taking place in 2022. There will be a MOH flag raising ceremony. Details to follow.  

 

First Time Attendees  

 

• MILITARY UNIT UPDATES 

• 3rd Regiment of the Tennessee State Guard – LTC Joseph Westfall- 3RGT Covid mission is winding 

down. Gearing up for Vigilant Guard in August. This will be a statewide FTX involving major statewide 

agencies to prepare for a weather-related natural disaster. Departments across the entire state will be 

involved.  

 

http://www.etmac.org/
https://www.etmac.org/resources/etmac-resources/membership-application/
https://www.etmac.org/resources/etmac-resources/membership-application/
https://www.etmac.org/resources/etmac-resources/membership-application/
https://www.etmac.org/resources/etmac-resources/membership-application/
mailto:veteranoutreach@revitalist.com


• 119th Cyberspace Operations Squadron – Lt Col Jody Ogle – no report 

 

• 1-230 Assault Helicopter Battalion – CPT Philip Webster – busy with training flights. 4 rescues in recent 

months. Preparing for annual training the end of July.  

 

• 134th Air Refueling Wing – Lt Col Travers Hurst –Large exercise the end of June. 4 days and many activities. 

1000 members coming in.  

 

• 241st Engineering & Installation Squadron (Chattanooga) - Lt Col Dave Moss – no report 

 

• 278th Armored Calvary Unit – CW3 Brian Culberson – Training at Fort Hood in July. Renovation continuing.   

 

• 332nd Air Force Recruiting Squadron – MSgt Brandon Carver - no report. 

 

• 489th Civil Air Battalion – MAJ BW Osten – no report 

 

• 844th Enginering Batallion – MAJ Justin Warrick – All major training exercises coming up in the next few 

months. Travelling to Ft McCoy, WI with other companies.  

 

• Coast Guard Recruiting – East TN Region – ME1 Steven Brashear – no report  

•  D Co 4th Combat Engineer Battalion – GySgt John Kepper / -1st Sgt Jason Brackley - no report 

• ETSU Army ROTC. – MAJ Kent Monas - 16 cadets commissioned. Guest speaker was Leslie Purser. 5k 

fundraiser coming up on 9/11 to raise money and awareness for soldier suicide. For more information, 

https://stopsoldiersuicide.org/  

 

• I.G. Brown Training and Education Center -Col Jennifer Kondal – Bringing Airman Leadership program back 

in person as well as virtual. At about 60% in person. Cyber Protect and Defend program also continuing.  

 

• Knoxville Recruiting Company (Army) – SSG Kyle Lane – no report 

 

• Military Entrance Processing Station – 1SG Gwendolyn Banks – no report  
 

• Navy Operational Support Center – CDR Timothy Trimble- Close to 100% in person drilling. Continuing to 

support military funerals. New NOSC Commander arriving in June 

• Navy Recruiting – Talent Acquisition Onboarding Center – HM2 Josh Dixon- no report  

• Tennessee Wing, Civil Air Patrol – Col Dent Young – Opening up for meetings and overnights. Supporting 

Air Show in middle Tennessee. Supporting Vigilant Guard in August.  

• USCG Auxiliary Division 12 – DCDR Thomas Junau– no report 

 

• UT Air Force ROTC – Lt Col William Estep –.  34 cadets heading to Field Training at Camp Shelby MS. Two 

cadre members going to support Field Training as well. Providing teaching support at Officer Training School at 

Maxwell AFB. Maj Bolton is headed down on 6 June and will return at the end of July. New cadre member, Capt 

Josie Cline will be arriving at detachment this week.  

 

• UT Army ROTC – LTC Justin Howe – no report  

 

  VETERAN ORGANIZATIONS UPDATES 

 
• Air Force Association –Dick Webber – 6 May launched STEM for Space Force. 1 Jun Veteran’s Forum with 

government officials. Robertsville Middle School Satellite looking at the regrowth of Gatlinburg forests. Air Force 

award season, looking for nominations.  

 

https://stopsoldiersuicide.org/


• American Job Center / State of TN Department of Labor – Laura Chignon- email her at 

laura.d.chagnon@tn.gov. for complete list of job fairs, as well as appointments. 2 upcoming 10 Jun 9:30 until 11:30 

and one on 22 June, same time frame. Union county event coming up late July. Details to follow.  

 

• American Legion – Joleen Dewald – no report  

• American Red Cross – Jess Hernandez –. Happy to support several Memorial Day events. They would like to 

assist with pre deployment briefings. They also have recorded sessions on several topics. 

 

• AMVETS Post 75 in Newport – Leslie Purser- Popcorn Jam at Cocke County Fairgrounds on 12 Jun. Auction will 

he held, if you would like to donate items contact Leslie.   

 

• Army Reserve Ambassador Program Eastern TN – Leslie Purser – 21st National Hiring from 10 May thru 14 June 

for all three components. Signing bonus is available. Scholarships are also available for high schoolers wanting to 

attend ROTC in college.  

• Ben Atchley Veteran’s Home – Doug Ottinger – no report 

 

• Bunker Labs – Derren Burrell – no report  

 

• Captain Bill Robinson Vietnam Veterans of America Chapter 1078 – Pat Polis – no report  

 

 

• Combat Veterans Motorcycle Association, Morristown –Leslie Purser – Food Pantry served 70 families. 7 events so 

far serving 800 families. Provided traffic control at Veterans Overlook on Memorial Day. There were 3000 

motorcyclists. Chief of the Army Reserve visited Hugley Army Reserve Center.  

 

• Consolidated Nuclear Securities SOS – Bonnie Harlow – no report  

 

• Covenant Health Military Recognition Program – Cindy Winterberger – no report  

 

• Disabled Veterans Chapter #24 – Garrett Hanas - no report.  

 
• East Tennessee Veteran’s Honor Guard – Jim Mungenast- Presented a flag to the granddaughter of Brig Gen Jack 

Archer (ret). Long time member of the Honor Guard.  

 

• East Tennessee Veteran’s Memorial Association - Joleen Dewald – Memorial Day events successful. 

ETVMA Medal of Honor dinner September 22. Medal of Honor Convention/Dinner coming September 

of 2022.  

 

• Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve (ESGR) – Jim Mungenast/Leslie Purser –Still not able to travel 

overnight. Hoping to have an event in August for prior winners of the Freedom Award. Dedication ceremony 

for new Veteran’s Memorial in Solway should be coming up soon. In person meetings for the committee 

starting in July.  

 

• Enlisted Association of National Guard of Tennessee. SMSgt Christopher Gragg – no report  

 

• Healing Home ETN – Stephanie Trost- no report  

 
• Honor Air - Joe Sutter – Flight 30 to honor women will be on October 6.  

  

mailto:laura.d.chagnon@tn.gov


• James H Quillen VA Medical Center – Dean Borsos – “James H. Quillen VA Medical Center (JHQVAMC) is 
continuing to provide COVID-19 vaccinations to all Veterans and their spouses/caregivers.  Vaccinations can be 

obtained through our medical center, the Knoxville Community Based Outpatient Clinic, and/or other VA 
outpatient clinics.  JHQVAMC is also partnering with the Sevierville Walmart Supercenter, 1414 Parkway, 
Sevierville, TN 37862, to provide a COVID-19 Vaccination Clinic for Veterans and their Spouses/Caregivers.  
The clinic will be set up in the northeast area of the Walmart parking lot near the Denton Lane entrance on 
Thursday, June 3rd from 10am-2pm.  JHQVAMC is offering the one-dose Janssen/Johnson & Johnson COVID-
19 vaccine.  No appointment is necessary.  **We also appreciate the leadership and support Veterans Service 
Organizations (VSOs) provide to Veterans.  As such, JHQVAMC would like to partner with VSOs to make 
COVID-19 vaccinations available to Veterans in their local areas through outreach efforts.  If an agency can 
organize twenty-five or more Veterans and/or spouses/caregivers, please contact Dr. Adam Seneker at 423) 926-
1171 ext. 7166 or Mr. Joe Windham at ext. 4430 and we will coordinate a date/time to have JHQVAMC staff 
bring COVID-19 vaccinations to your location.” 

 

• Knights of Columbus, Monsignor Francis D. Grady Assembly 1083 - Henry Usey – Dedication of OLPH, 
Lafollette’s Veteran’s Memorial. 

 
 

• Knoxville Habitat for Heroes – Rick Garner – no report  
 

 

• Knoxville Regional Veterans Mental Health Council – Cindy Winterberger – no report.   

 

• Knox County Veteran Services Office – Mark Lett.  – Next month office resuming monthly outreach to 
the Knox County Senior Centers. Details to follow.  

 

• Knoxville Vet Center – Lyle Allen –Still meeting with veterans virtually.  Mobile Vet Center will be 

attending celebrations and Yellow Ribbon events. Can also attend drill weekends.  

 

• Marine Corps League – Travis Bryan – no report 

 

• Military Order of the Purple Hearts – Chapter 356- Thomas Booker – no report 

• Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) – Bill Potter – no report  

 
• Military Order of the World Wars (MOWW)/ Reserve Officers Assoc.– Bill Grieve – no report  

 

• Mountain Man Memorial March – Joleen Dewald- 328 participants from 17 states.  

 

• Operation Last Mile - SSG Christopher Fairchild - no report  

 

• ORNL Veterans Group – Lisa Bollinger – no report  

 

• Project Healing Waters Fly Fishing – Steve Burman no report 

 

• REBOOT Combat Recovery – Darrell Williams–no report 

 

• Rolling Thunder – Carlos Hollifield – no report 
 

• STAR – Horses & Heroes Program –Melissa Abby – no report  
 

• Team Red White & Blue – Jesse Hawe – no report 

 

• Tennessee Suicide Prevention Network – Emily Hager, no report  

 

https://secure.logmein.com/f?00_dV1JezNezl0Gl-F2N61O1pUE-hSNzD82rmFdLunZ  



• Tennessee Valley Coalition for the Homeless - Brandon Harris – no report  

 

• Tennessee Veterans Business Associations (TVBA) – Steve Stilts – no report  

 

• United Veterans Council – Natalie Donahue – Breakfasts have resumed. Details on each in the event section. 

Looking to add additional sites. Wreaths Across America Mobile education center will be here Aug 13-16. Buzz 

Buzwell chosen to represent Purple Heart Patriot Project. Details here: Buzz Buzwell Purple Heart  

 

• UT Army ROTC Alumni Council – Geoff Freeman – Hall of Fame induction, 20 inductees from last year and 

4 pending for this year. November 12 is the date for the ceremony at the Foundry. 

• Veterans Appreciation Program – Larry Sharp – no report  

 

• Veteran Heritage Site Foundation – Patty McGrew – Caris Health Care has received level 5 for their service to 

veterans. Patty is retiring from Caris but will continue work with Veteran Heritage Site Foundation. Next meeting 

will be 6/23 at 6pm at the Sharps Ridge site at first picnic site. Bring a chair. June 19 at 11am Honoring our Veterans 

celebration Details in the event section.  

 

• VFW Post 5154 in Maryville – Douglas Burt – Memorial Day celebrations included activities with 

the local Boy Scouts. Retired approx. 100 flags at their location with youth participating. Will have a 

mall D Day celebration on 6 June.  

 
• VVA Chapter 1073 &VFW Post 3380 (Dandridge) & Walter J. ‘Bud’Bacon Chapter Distinguished Flying Cross 

Society, East TN Region- Whit Whitworth – Meet and Greet held at Morristown West Lowes Store at request of 

manager.  Large display set up of area Veterans that gave their life in Seven Counties of Upper East Tennessee, TAPS 

played at noon and flag raised to top of pole in front of store.  Small flags given to all customers. Over 500 flags placed 

in three local cemeteries in Dandridge and Jefferson County area on 28 May and picked up on 1 June. 

The RUCK March put on each year on Memorial Day was cancelled due to COVID issue with City and County 

governments.  US Army Air Corps (later USAF) member (100 years old from Nashville) Captain Jerry Neal spoke at 

our 6 May meeting. He provided a very detailed story of his actions during the Normandy Invasion and his flight ending 

in the English Channel. 

• Volunteers of America/Supportive Services for Veterans Families/Stand Down – Patti Luttrell -   no 

report  

Next meeting:  

Thursday, July 1, at McGhee Tyson Air National Guard Base   

Limited attendance/invite only to  

Unit Commanders, VSO Leaders, and ETMAC Board  
 

For input or corrections, please contact Kim Spencer 

865/661-9856 or kim@yourplacetoflourish.com  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.purpleheartmission.org/news/2021/05/27/robert-buzz-buswell-named-tennessee-honoree-for-2021-patriot-project-mission?fbclid=IwAR2fqCdL782HhPgw223DVgkG3X2WNn6y5d3KiMUhjboaCqDdHmWz13sm3Ys
mailto:kim@yourplacetoflourish.com


 

ETMAC Board of Directors: 

Geoff Freeman, President 865-974-8758 email: gfreema1@utk.edu 

Owen Ragland, Immediate Past President c865-556-6338 or w865-546-7311 

email: oragland@kmfpc.com 

Jess Hernandez, Vice President 865-567-6134 email: Jess.Hernandez@redcross.org 

Derren Burrell, Treasurer 865-771-4243 email: derren@tagresources.com 

Kim Spencer, Secretary 865-661-9856 email:  

kim@yourplacetoflourish.com  

 

Patrice Collins, Board Member & ETMAC Administrator: 865-806-4487  

email: pcollins@knoxvillechamber.com 

Dent Young, Webmaster,  387543@tncap.us 

Capt Willie Posey, At Large Director, 865-274-9901 email: willie.s.posey.mil@mail.mil 

Gina Massey, At Large Director, 865-363-2994 email: gmassey@etmafcu.net 

Tom Humphries, At Large Dir 865-215-5645 Thomas.humphries@knoxcounty.org 

Rick Garner, At Large Director 865-740-2970 email: rgarner@khfh.com 

Leslie Purser, At Large Director 757-537-0734 purserjl@verizon.net  

Cindy Winterberger, At Large Director 865/679-4754 email: cwinterb@covhlth.com 

Robert Brown, ETMAC Calendar 865-458-0759 email: rl_brown@hotmail.com 

Dent Young, Webmaster 387543@tncap.us 

 

 

 Unit and Veteran Organization Contact Information 

 

ETMAC 

www.ETMAC.org 
 

A Veteran’s Heart 
https://www.facebook.com/aveteransheart/ Jason Bush 423/231-5418 

 

American Job Center/State of TN Dept of Labor  

 https://www.tn.gov/workforce/jobs-and-education/services-by-group/services-by-group-redirect/job-
placement-for-veterans.html    

 

American Legion 

legionknox.com 

https://www.facebook.com/Post2Knoxville/ - 
 

American Red Cross 

http://www.redcross.org/local/tennessee/local-chapters/east-tennessee 

https://www.facebook.com/RedCrossTN/ 
 

Ben Atchley 

http://www.tsvh.org/ 

https://www.facebook.com/TNStateVetreans/ 
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       Bunker Labs Knoxville  

        https://chapters.bunkerlabs.org/knoxville/ 
 

Captain Bill Robinson Vietnam Veterans of America Chapter 1078 

http://www.vva1078.org/ 

https://www.facebook.com/vvachapter1078knoxville/ 

 

Combat Veterans Motorcycle Assoc 18-12 https://www.cvma18-12.com/upcoming-gatherings.html 

https://www.facebook.com/events/481217796399085 
 

Disabled Veterans Chapter 24 

https://www.dav.org 
 

East Tennessee Veterans Memorial Association 

https://etvma.org/ 

https://www.facebook.com/ETVMA/- 
 

Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve (ESGR) 

https://www.esgr.mil/About-ESGR/Contact/Local-State-Pages/Tennessee 

https://www.facebook.com/Tennessee-ESGR-171685266196286/ 
 

Honor Air 

http://www.honorairknoxville.com/ 

https://www.facebook.com/honorair/ 
 

Irreverent Warriors 

dentmanofknoxville@yahoo.com Jesse Hawe 865/773-2128 or Richard Farrer at 

615/490-5715 www.irreverentwarriors.com 

 

Knoxville Habitat for Heroes 

https://knoxvillehabitatforhumanity.com/habitat-for-heroes/ 

https://www.facebook.com/KnoxvilleHabitatforHumanity/ 

 

Knights of Columbus Henry Usey 865/246-4413 
 

Knoxville Regional Veterans Mental Health Council 

http://tnvhc.org/ 

Knox County Veteran Services Office 

https://www.knoxcounty.org/veterans/ 

thomas.humphries@knoxcounty.org 

Knoxville Vet Center 

https://www.vetcenter.va.gov/ 

Marine Corps League 

http://www.mclknox.org/ 

Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) 

www.moaa.org 

Military Order of Purple Heart (MOPH) Chapter 356 

www.moph356.org Charlie Caldwell 865/368-7289 or cdcardwell49@gmail.com  

Military Order of the World Wars (MOWW) 

www.moww.org 
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Mountain Man Memorial March 

http://mountainmanmemorialmarch.com/ 

https://www.facebook.com/TheMountainManMemorialMarch/ 

Project Healing Waters Fly Fishing 

http://www.projecthealingwaters.org/ 

https://www.facebook.com/ProjectHealingWatersKnoxville/ 

REBOOT Combat Recovery 

https://rebootalliance.com/reboot 

https://www.facebook.com/rebootrecovery/ 

Rolling Thunder 

http://www.rollingthundertn3.com/index.php/about-tn3/ 

STAR – Horses and Heroes Program 

https://www.rideatstar.org/heroes--horses.html 
 

Team Red White & Blue. 
www.teamrwb.org 

Tennessee Valley Coalition for the Homeless 

https://tvchomeless.org/ 
 

United Veterans Council of East Tennessee, Inc. 
https://www.facebook.com/The-United- 

Veterans-Council-of-East-Tennessee-Inc- 

1912897478820375/? tn =%2Cd%2CP- 

R&eid=ARDShN8_- 

f00QmdnXmMDEJNMfwLIDApNr7_91Imji 

WKt3EQ3mN6n1PfvjgiRHuxaI8czNzRIXwS 

Y7d5t 

UT Army ROTC Alumni Council 

http://alumni.utk.edu/s/1341/alumni/interior_alumni.aspx?sid=1341&gid=2&pgid=7955 

https://www.facebook.com/UTKArmyROTC/ 
 

Veteran Heritage Site Foundation 

http://veteransheritagesite.org/ 
https://www.facebook.com/VeteransHeritageSiteFoundation/ 

Volunteers of America Supportive Services for Veterans Families/Stand Down 

https://www.voamid.org/ssvftn 
 

Yellow Ribbon Fund Veteran Caregivers Support Group 

http://www.yellowribbonfund.org/ 
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