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ETMAC Meeting Minutes – June 6, 2024 
Meeting Location: Knoxville Chamber of Commerce  

Attendees: 40 
 

VETERANS BREAKFAST SCHEDULE 

Free breakfast for veterans and their guests! Doors open at 8:00 am; chow lines open at 8:30 am. 
 

1st Saturday Breakfast Locations: 

• Sevierville First United Methodist Church - 214 Cedar St, Sevierville 

• The Elks Club #160 - 5600 Lonas Rd, Knoxville 
 

2nd Saturday Breakfast Locations: 

• Hillcrest United Methodist Church - 1615 Price Ave, Knoxville 

• Kodak United Methodist Church - 2923 Bryan Rd, Kodak 
 

3rd Saturday Breakfast Locations: 

• Powell Community Center -  1708 W. Emory Rd, Powell  

• Dandridge United Methodist Church -  121 E Meeting St, Dandridge 

• Seymour First Baptist Church – 11621 Chapman Hwy, Seymour 

• Ebenezer United Methodist Church – 1001 Ebenezer Rd, Knoxville 
 

Last* Saturday Breakfast locations:  

• DAV Chapter #24, 2600 Holbrook Dr, Knoxville 

• VFW Post 5154 in Blount County, 2561 Hobbs Rd, Louisville 

• DAV Tri-County Chapter #26, 530 Kingston Ave, Oliver Springs 

• Wears Valley United Methodist Church 3110 Wears Valley Rd, Sevierville 

• West End Baptist Church – 116 West End St, Newport  

 
* Please note that these breakfasts take place on the LAST SATURDAY OF THE MONTH. If there are five Saturdays in a 

month, there will not be any breakfasts on that fourth Saturday! 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Veteran Food Pantry - 3rd Saturday each month - 137 N Calderwood St, Alcoa, TN. 2-4pm. www.combatvets18-3.com 

• June 21-July 12 – The Salute to Tennessee’s Fallen Memorial will be displayed at the Blount County Historical 

Museum at 1006 E. Lamar Alexander Parkway in Maryville. Hours Wed-Sat 10:00 AM -3:00 PM 

• June 29 – ETWVN Smoky Mtn Women Vet-Together 11:00 AM Visit www.etnwomenveterans.org for info 

• June 29 – Irreverent Warriors Knoxville will host “America Night” with One Knoxville Soccer Club. 6:00 PM  

Tickets available on IWKnoxville Facebook!  

• August 10 – All Veterans Family Picnic 11:00-3:00 Lenoir City Park info at www.etnwomenveterans.org  

• August 17 – Honor Air Knoxville virtual flight. Visit https://www.honorairknoxville.com/applications  

• August 25 – ETWVN Women Veterans Rafting on the Ocoee. Email etnwomenveterans@gmail.com for info! 

• August 31 – Marine Corps Mud Run – https://knoxmud.org  

 

For a complete listing of events please visit www.etmac.org  and click events 

 

 

http://www.etnwomenveterans.org/
http://www.etnwomenveterans.org/
https://www.honorairknoxville.com/applications
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ETMAC BUSINESS SESSION 

First Time Attendees  

• Emily Schuman – First Horizon Bank  

• Brian Moore – Knox County Trustee Jason Biggs Office 

• Sherry Pickering – TN Department of Veterans Service, Veteran Outreach Coordinator 
 

Treasury Report – Tim Thurston 

Starting Balance: 18,853.96 
Savings Interest Income: 2.11 

Regular Income: 98.74 
Expenses: -445.00 

Ending Balance: $18,509.81 

 

Webmaster’s Report – Dent Young – 620 Visitors last month, Veterans Groups and Calendar pages were most visited.  

President’s Report – Leslie Purser – Today is the 80th Anniversary of D-Day. Please keep the families of those affected 

by the operations involved with D-Day. David May conducted a prayer and moment of silence. Thank you to Mark Snyder 

for setting up the meeting today while Patrice is on vacation. 

ETMAC News – Patrice Collins – unable to attend 

 

MILITARY UNIT UPDATES 

3rd Regiment of the Tennessee State Guard – LTC Gary Phillips – unable to attend  

1-100th Engineer Battalion – MAJ Matt Marshall – unable to attend  

119th Cyberspace Operations Squadron  – Capt Joseph Satterfield –  Drill last weekend was productive. Exciting news, 
the organization change request for the formation of 228th Cyber Operations Group is approved and as of July 1 the 119th 
and 241st in Chattanooga will now fall under it. It will support the 134th ARW. Plans are underway for an activation 
ceremony during the August drill. The current 119th Commander Colonel Smith will become the new 228th Group 
commander. It has yet to be determined who will assume command of the 119th. 
 

1-230 Assault Helicopter Battalion – MAJ Holmes – State of TN has been participating in a modernization program for the 

UH-60 Blackhawks. This includes computerized cockpits and other new capabilities. Currently the majority of the unit is at 

Ft. Knox conducting training with another contingent at JRTC Ft. Polk for a joint training exercise. The unit has completed 

three mountain rescues in the Smoky Mtns over the last three weeks after a dry spell of seven months. The summer 

months will be busy with rescues as tourist season is now in full swing. 

134th Air Refueling Wing – Col Lisa Simmons  – The Squadron is very excited to add the 228th Cyber Operations Group 

under their wing giving them five total groups with the Change(s) of Command being planned for August. Troops that were 

deployed in January are back as of May 2 with the group that deployed in March expecting back during the October-

November time frame. The 241st in Chattanooga will be deploying some of their troops in September. Last weekend they 

completed a big drill with a historic promotion. The wing has for the first time ever promoted of a Civil Engineer (Brian 

Austin) to Colonel. This past Monday the wing had a visit from the Honorable Mr. Shawn G. Skelly, Deputy Under 

Secretary of Defense for Personnel and Readiness. This was a five hour visit as a part of application review for the KC-

46. Hoping to be in the top five, should fund out soon. 

278th Armored Cavalry Unit – CW4 Brian Culberson – unable to attend  



Page 2 of 2 

 

332nd Air Force Recruiting Squadron – Lt Col Mike Wilson – unable to attend 

489th Civil Affairs Battalion – MAJ Michael Mendes – Started training of their new JLTV Vehicles. Change of Command on 

June 28 at Victor Ashe Park, welcoming LTC Douglas as the new Battalion Commander. The last week of May they 

welcomed HHC troops back from Djibouti. Currently prepping for September ATF at Ft. Knox where they will take part in 

driver and gunnery training. Their Bravo Company will be going to NTC in March.  

844th Engineering Battalion –  CPT Brett DeHanas – unable to attend 

Carson Newman Army ROTC – LTC Frani Young – unable to attend 

D Co 4th Combat Engineer Battalion – 1st Sgt Yuen – Busy with summer ATs, one detachment in Jordan and one in 

Arkansas. Also have a detachment headed to MCB Quantico this month. August 3rd they will have a Change of Command 

at the HTC facility on Alcoa Hwy. 

ETSU Army ROTC – April Cheyne –– unable to attend 

I.G. Brown Training and Education Center – Lt Col Jacob Corbett – First time since January there are no classes or 

students and many instructors are taking well deserved leave time. Classes start back in early July with an expected 170 

students 

Knoxville Recruiting Company (Army) – CPT Franciso Cebreros – 1LT Cebreros promoted CPT last month. Company 

training tomorrow in Crossville. June 22 big recruit event in West Knoxville to get recruits prepped for Basic Training and 

to get to know each a little better. 

Military Entrance Processing Station – CAPT Chantrelle Harris – unable to attend 

National Guard Recruiting and Retention BN – CPT Daryl Jackson – 1LT Daryl Jackson promoted to CPT last month. This 

coming weekend for drill they will be in Chattanooga volunteering at The Tennessee Valley Lineman Rodeo. Continuing 

with the $20K sign bonus incentives for Wheel Mechanic and Fire Control Specialist contracts. The 09M program to assist 

those close to passing their ASVAB or struggling with physical standards achieve the standard for successful recruitment.  

Naval Reserve Center Knoxville – CDR Jeremy Reynard –– unable to attend 

Tennessee Wing, Civil Air Patrol – Col Dent Young –  They have had four crews deployed over the last month all over the 

recent tornado stricken areas. They have been using some incredible new equipment to photograph and render images of 

around 45,000 square miles. Looking forward to their encampment at TEC in July.  

UT Air Force ROTC – Leslie Purser for Capt Nathanael Callon – Commissioned 13 new Lieutenants in May and 3 

additional who commissioned into Space Force. They also have 2 cadre in Alabama through the end of July supporting 

summer field training. 24 Cadets will attend field training this summer enabling them to attend the professional officer 

course, phase two of the ROTC Curriculum and activate their full ROTC scholarships upon school activation in the fall.  

UT Army ROTC – LTC Jimmy Lucas – Program finished the year out strong with the commissioning of 28 cadets from the 

Knoxville Campus and 10 at the Chattanooga Campus. On track to commission 43 December graduates as well. 

Currently have 53 cadets under training. Most of the cadre are already of campus for CEC support. Over Memorial Day 

weekend one of their recent graduates, 2LT Samantha Pugliese passed away unexpectedly while in vacation in Myrtle 

Beach. As she has not yet checked in to her first duty station she is ineligible for veterans benefits. Funeral is Saturday.  

 

VETERAN ORGANIZATIONS UPDATES  

Air and Space Force Association – Paula Penson – ASFA has been put in a request through the State of TN to the DoD 

for the creation a STARBASE program location in Tennessee. Our state is one ten that does not have one. Last week the 
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application went forward and Paula will be checking with DoD next week to ascertain where TN stands of the rating list. 

The STARBASE program is a STEM education program for fifth graders that takes place at military bases across the 

United States. The program's goal is to motivate students to explore STEM opportunities and set goals, and to serve 

students who are historically underrepresented in STEM.  

American Job Center /TN Department. of Labor & WFD –  Mack McCollum – Thank you to everyone for the support for  

May 22 veteran’s employment and resource fair at Pellissippi State Main Campus. It was a great success. There will be 

two job fairs in June, on the13th and 27th. They provide services for individual job seekers and for employers. 

American Legion Post 2 – Joleen DeWald –  unable to attend  

American Red Cross Knoxville – Tom DeHoog – unable to attend 

Ben Atchley State Veteran’s Home – Doug Ottinger – Currently have openings for residents. Veterans leaving a hospital 

for long term care or rehabilitation are eligible. Also hiring staff in medical and non-medical positions. 

Captain Bill Robinson Vietnam Veterans of America Chapter 1078 – Pat Polis – unable to attend  

Comfort Crew for Military Kids – Angela Salyer – Provide resources for military kids ages 6-12. Order on the website.  

CVMA 18-3 – Matty Mathison – unable to attend  

CNS/Y-12 Serving our Service Members (SOS) – Christine Shawhan – Member appreciation lunch in May revealed that 

many members are Guardsman and out training. The family members can look to SOS for resources and assistance 

while they are gone. Sponsoring a Veterans Breakfast in August, and they are also looking for volunteer activities.  

DAR – Emory Road Chapter – Brenda Strassler – unable to attend 

Disabled Veterans Chapter #24 – Garrett Hanas – unable to attend 

East Tennessee Veteran’s Honor Guard – David May –  As always they are looking for more and younger members to 
secure the continuity of the program. Many members are aging out. Some honor guards are having to disband due to lack 
of personnel. ETVHG averages funerals a week. 
 

East Tennessee Veterans Memorial Association Joleen Dewald – unable to attend  

East Tennessee Women Veterans Network – Jessica Hodge –Women Veterans Day is June 12th! ETWVN is hosting a 

Women Veterans Day Luncheon on June 8th and a Women Veterans Day Party (open to the public) on June 12th at Schulz 

Brau Brewery. You are invited to celebrate with them. Karaoke Party at woman veteran owned Chatterbox Tavern on June 

22 8:00PM, all veterans and guests are welcome. Smoky Mtn Women Veterans lunch on June 29. All Veterans Picnic 

hosted by ETWVN at Lenoir City Park on August 10, 11:00-3:00. Women Veterans Rafting Trip on August 25. 

Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve (ESGR) – Steve Martin & Tommy Cauthen – Gen Cauthen attended the 

annual planning meeting on Nashville last month and awarded the Pro Patria Award to two Tennessee companies, 

Ramsay Solutions and Shelby County FD. This is the highest state level award. Gen Cauthen announced that these two 

businesses are finalists for the Freedom award and within a few weeks the winner will be announced. Next week they will 

go to ORNL to present three patriot awards. Always need volunteers! 

First Horizon Bank Community Resource Group – Paul Ollis – Thanks to all for the support. Paul was  awarded award by 

American Legion Post 2  with its highest honor, The Lester Speeks Award. The Lester Speaks Award. Grants for Good, 

$1.6M in small grants for non-profits will be awarded on June 18. Several ETMAC groups have applied! New customers 

with over $1,000 per month in direct deposits will receive $450 from the bank. 

Fleet Reserve Association – Eric Nash – unable to attend 

Helen Ross McNabb Veterans Services – Lou Danner – unable to attend 
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Honor Air - Joe Sutter –. A virtual flight is scheduled for August 17 to honor veterans who cannot make a flight to 

Washington DC. There is a flight planned for women veterans on September 25. Applications are on the site. 

Irreverent Warriors –  Christine Shawhan – The 5th Annual Silkies Hike was on May 11 and was quite successful just short 

of 300 hikers. This is a new record for the local IW chapter!  Thank you to all the organizations who came out in support of 

the hike and a special thank you to Joleen DeWald and ETVMA for permitting them to use our beautiful memorial as the 

start and finish point of the hike. Planning a river float for June and rescheduling the 0.00K event. They are hosting the 3 rd 

Saturday Veterans Breakfast at Ebenezer United Methodist Church. 

James H Quillen VA Medical Center – Wayne Chiasson – Outreach season is upon us! If any veterans organizations have 

events coming up and would like someone to come share resources please let him know via email. Wayne has checked 

into the Yellow Ribbon program and has discovered that applications must be submitted through an online application. 

BUT, if there is a yellow ribbon event that requires an outreach only then please contact Wayne via email. The new 

medical foster program is up and running, if you know a veteran who needs some help as they recover, they can stay at 

fosters home until ready to go home. Contact Wayne for more information 

KCDC Veteran Housing Development. – Liberty Place - Marisa Moazen – Construction on track to open in November! On-

site care management will be provided. The solar panels will go on the roof at the end of June and they hope to have an 

event! 

Knoxville Habitat for Heroes – Rick Garner - unable to attend   

Knox County Veteran Services Office – Heidi Paumen CSO – Heidi and Gabriel are still training and learning from Tom 

Humphries who retires on June 28. 

Knoxville Regional Veterans Mental Health Council – Cindy Winterberger – unable to attend 

Knoxville Vet Center – Lyle Allen – unable to attend  

Marine Corps League #924 – Susie Schmidt – unable to attend 

MOAA – Bill Grieve – unable to attend   

Military Order of the World Wars / Reserve Officers Assoc.– Bill Grieve – unable to attend  

Mission Phoenix – Kim Russell – unable to attend 

Mountain Man Memorial March – Justin Howe – 18th Annual March is April 10-11, 2025. Will need volunteers! 

ORNL/UT Battelle Veterans Group – Lisa Bollinger – Positions available at the lab. Currently have over 750 veterans, 

Guardsmen and Reservists employed. Over Memorial Day Weekend they cleaned up grave sites and placed flags at 125 

veteran grave sites located on National Lab property. 

STAR – Horses & Heroes Program – Chelsea Taylor – unable to attend  

The Lost Vets Rescue – Sharon Neumann/William Franklin - unable to attend  

TN Department of Veteran Services – Knoxville Field Office – Charles McGhee – VA Voc Rehab has been renamed 

VR&E. This is the VA Vocational Rehabilitation and Education program. The local office is extremely undermanned with 

long delays. The State Veterans Service Office has a lot of information and can answer many questions.  

United Veterans Council – Natalie Donahue – There are now 13 veterans’ breakfasts. The United Veterans Council 

created a traveling exhibit that honors Tennessee’s Military members who have been Killed in Action since 9/11/2001.  

 The Salute to Tennessee’s Fallen Memorial will be displayed at the Blount County Historical Museum at 1006 E. Lamar 

Alexander Parkway in Maryville. Hours Wed-Sat 10:00 AM -3:00 PM 
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University of Tennessee Medical Center – VETS (Veterans Engaging for Team Support)- John Jeffries – unable to attend 

UT Army ROTC Alumni Council - Geoff Freeman – unable to attend  

VFW Post 5154 in Maryville – Marilyn Childress for Neal Whetsel – Today at 4:00 the post will have a D-Day 

remembrance event. This event is the only D-Day vent in our area! 

Veteran Heritage Site Foundation – Marilyn Childress – VHSF will be hosting their 4th Annual Honoring Great Smoky 

Veterans’ event on June 15th at 11:00 at the Great Smoky Mountain Heritage Center. This year WWII Veterans will be 

honored. Speakers include a hidden holocaust survivor and the son of the man who planted the Pearl Harbor Tree.  For 

the 5th year in a row the Historic Ramsey House, along with the Veterans Heritage Site Foundation, will be honoring 

Veterans during the Vintage Baseball game. This event will be taking place on June 22. Lunch will be provided! The 

Vintage Baseball game start at 1:00 pm. Vintage Baseball is based on 1864 Playing Rules. Inviting veterans to play a 

couple of innings of Vintage Baseball between games. You will not need a glove. To set up a table or tent, see Marilyn for 

more information. VHSH has been awarded the “Remember Award” from the National Wreaths Across America 

Foundation. It is the biggest honor that they award!  

Veterans Mental Health Council – Cindy Winterberger – unable to attend  

Veterans Upward Bound – Daniel Blackburn – They are in outreach season now and are looking for opportunities to assist 

veterans and military organizations with resources on veterans educational benefits.   

Volunteers of America – Brenda Strassler – No Report 

Wallace Real Estate- Leading RE Heroes Program – Carol Hart – unable to attend  

 

Save The Date:  

The next ETMAC meeting will take place at the Knoxville Chamber of Commerce on Thursday, July 11, at 8:30 

am.  

For input or corrections to these minutes, please contact Jessica Hodge at jjhodge@veteransheritagesite.org 

ETMAC Board of Directors 

Leslie Purser, President 757/537-0734 purserjl@verizon.net  

Geoff Freeman, Immediate Past President 843/743-5661 gafreeman@comcast.net  

Jim Mungenast, Vice President  865/386-5859 bamaforce@aol.com  

Tim Thurston, Treasurer/Membership 210/540-4531 timthurston1972@gmail.com  

Jessica Hodge, Secretary & Communications Director 865/765-4494 jjhodge@veteransheritagesite.org   

Patrice Collins, Board Member & ETMAC Administrator 865/806-4487  pcollins@knoxvillechamber.com 

Lyle Allen, At Large Director 423/631-2048 W: 865/633-0000 x 4407 lyle.allen@va.gov 

Justin Howe, At Large Director 931/561-8590 jhowe@windrock-ent.com 
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Patti McGrew, At Large Director 865/335-6423  patty.mcgrew@veteransheritagesite.org  

Christine Shawhan, At Large Director 682/365-7182 pcshawhan@yahoo.com  

Kim Spencer, At Large Director 865/661/9856 kim@yourplacetoflourish.com 

Doug Ottinger, At Large Director 865/809-9720 W:865/862-8170 dottinger@tsvh.org 

Robert Brown, ETMAC Calendar 865/458-0759 rl_brown@hotmail.com  

Dent Young, Webmaster, 865/604-8621 W: 65/483-7467   387543@tncap.us  

 

Veteran Organization Contact Information 

ETMAC - www.ETMAC.org  

American Job Center/State of TN Dept of Labor - www.jobs4tn.gov  

American Legion - www.legionknox.com  https://www.facebook.com/Post2Knoxville/  

American Red Cross - http://www.redcross.org/local/tennessee/local-chapters/east-tennessee  

https://www.facebook.com/RedCrossTN/  

Ben Atchley State Veterans Home - http://www.tsvh.org/  https://www.facebook.com/TNStateVetreans/  

Captain Bill Robinson Vietnam Veterans of America Chapter 1078 - www.vva1078.org/ 

https://www.facebook.com/vvachapter1078knoxville/  

Disabled Veterans Chapter 24 - https://www.dav.org  

East Tennessee Veterans Memorial Association – www.etvma.org   https://www.facebook.com/ETVMA/-  

East Tennessee Women Veterans Network  www.etnwomenveterans.org 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/etnwomenveterans  

Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve (ESGR) - www.esgr.mil/About-ESGR/Contact/Local-State-Pages/Tennessee  

https://www.facebook.com/Tennessee-ESGR-171685266196286/  

Honor Air - www.honorairknoxville.com  https://www.facebook.com/honorair/  

Humana – Janet Storm Barnes 865/329-8892 jstorm-barnes@humana.com  

KCDC – Marisa Moazen -  mmoazen@kcdc.org 

Knoxville Habitat for Heroes – www.knoxvillehabitatforhumanity.com/habitat-for-heroes 

https://www.facebook.com/KnoxvilleHabitatforHumanity/  

Knoxville Regional Veterans Mental Health Council  -  www.tnvhc.org 

Knox County Veteran Services Office - www.knoxcounty.org/veterans  thomas.humphries@knoxcounty.org  

Knoxville Vet Center - www.vetcenter.va.gov 
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Lost Vets Rescue - thelostvetsrescue2022@gmail.com (865) 518-1012 www.thelostvets.org 

Marine Corps League - www.mclknox.org  

Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) - www.moaa.org  

Military Order of the World Wars (MOWW) - www.moww.org  

Mountain Man Memorial March – www.mountainmanmemorialmarch.com 

https://www.facebook.com/TheMountainManMemorialMarch/  

Project Healing Waters  FishingJoe.noe@projecthealingwaters.org  629-213-9707 

Team RWB Knoxville  - Cesar Robles - cesara.robles@yahoo.com (609) 957-2963  

United Veterans Council of East Tennessee, Inc. - https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064580774543  

UT Army ROTC Alumni Council - http://alumni.utk.edu/s/1341/alumni/interior_alumni.aspx?sid=1341&gid=2&pgid=7955 

https://www.facebook.com/UTKArmyROTC/  

Veteran Heritage Site Foundation - www.veteransheritagesite.org 

https://www.facebook.com/VeteransHeritageSiteFoundation  

Volunteers of America - Brenda Strassler 865/338-3372 brendas@voamid.org 

Volunteer State Honor Guard - www.milhonors.com  

Y12 Servicing our Service Members (SOS) – Christine Shawhan (865) 410-4815 christine.shawhan@pxy12.doe.gov  

 

 

 


