
ETMAC March 2006 Meeting Notes 

Welcome and Introductions (Virgil Young) 

 The meeting was held on March 2 at The Military Entrance Processing Center 
(MEPS) at 9745 Parkside Drive.    President Young presided over the meeting.   A 
total of 28 members and guests were present.   

Minutes (Virgil Young) 

 The minutes of the February meeting were approved.  

Treasurers Report (Phil Reichle) 

 The treasury has a balance of $5,220 in operating funds and $710 in Kroger 
certificates. Annual membership dues of $25 are now due. Annual corporate 
memberships for $100 are also available.  

Starting Time 

 In response to requests by the membership, future meetings will start at 8:30 AM 

Discussion Items 

Web Site (Laimon Godel) 

 The web site had over 2000 visits last month. Visits to the site continue to come 
from many foreign countries as well. Any breaking news or event dates or 
photographs of activities are welcomed for posting.    

Veterans Nursing Home (Fred Sherrod) 

 The major structure will be ready for occupation in May when the process to 
furnish it will commence. They are ahead of schedule by about three months.  The 
map showing the site and directions are on the ETMAC web site.   



  East Tennessee Veterans Memorial (Mike Miller) 

 Plans are to break ground on the Memorial this coming Veterans Day and to 
dedicate it next year.  Land for the Memorial was a gift from the city of 
Knoxville.  The need now is for the citizens of this region to provide their support.  

Flags at Cemeteries (Virgil Young) 

 Home Federal has donated $2000 towards the effort to provide 5,000 new flags 
for the State Veterans Cemetery in Knoxville.  Another check for $100 is also 
expected. Flags are put on the graves three times a year for Memorial Day, 
Veterans Day and Pearl Harbor Day. Additional sources for funding are being 
explored.  

Parade (Mike Crawford) 

 A Dogwood Arts Festival Celebrate Freedom Parade will be held on April 22 to 
welcome home all returning East Tennessee veterans.  

ESGR (John Dyess) 

 A dinner for sometime this May is being planned to honor employers from Knox 
and contiguous counties who have supported military personnel during and after 
their deployment.  

Sign Welcoming Troops 

 Two options have been identified thus far.  One would be a banner displayed on 
the concourse at a cost of $400-500.  The second option is a rolling sign for $300. 
Recommendations will be provided at next month’s meeting. 

Military Health (Cliff Campbell) 

 Proposals now under consideration by Congress would raise military health care 
premiums by as much as $1000 annually for the same benefits.  The last issue of 
the Officer magazine had a sample letter for use in expressing dissatisfaction with 
this increase. Additional information about the issue will be posted on the website. 



Three Rivers Rambler ( Mike Schoenberger) 

 Veterans can ride the train excursion free on May 20, Armed Forces Day. The 
train leaves from Volunteer Landing at 2PM and 5PM.  No ID is required.  Members 
approved using ETMAC’s name on the flyer for the event and using the ETMAC 
mailing list to notify military units and veterans groups about the excursion. 

Military Unit Activity 

 Names of individual military members should not be published in any format on 
publicly available websites because of threats to families coming via the internet 
from outside the country.   

 Area recruiting has exceeded annual goals.  The Oak Ridge and Anderson County 
School Systems are not providing the opportunity to do the annual testing for 
military service but the issue is being addressed.  

 The 134th Air Refueling Wing (USAF-ANG) is getting the KC-135R 
Stratotanker.  This asset greatly enhances the unit's capability to support  the Air 
Force mission of Global Engagement as well as to provide aerial refueling support to 
U.S. Navy, U.S Marine Corps and aillied aircraft. 

Upcoming Meetings and Events 

 6 Apr. ETMAC meeting at the Knoxville Area Chamber Partnership offices at 17 
Market Square.   (Note: Meeting will begin at 0830) 

 12 Apr. - MOWW Meeting at noon at Ryans on Kingston Pike  

 22 Apr.-Welcome Home Dogwood Arts Festival Parade 

 ?? May- ESGR- Salute to Employers Dinner 

 20 May- Massing of the Colors-2nd Presbyterian Church on Kingston Pike 

 20 May – Memorial Day 

 14 Jun. – Flag Day 


