
 
• The meeting was held on March 1 at the Knoxville Area Chamber Partnership 

Offices at 17 Market Square.  President Davis presided over the meeting.  A total 
of 24 members and guests were present.  The minutes of the February Meeting 
were approved.  There was no treasurer’s report.  

• The Jack K. Westbrook ROTC Scholarship Endowment as of December 31, 2006 
had a Market Value of $26,554.  

• Annual dues of $25 for individual members and $100 for organizational members 
are due. 

• Web Site- etmac.com (Laimon Godel) - The web site had a total of 2,612 visitors 
last month, including 34 visits from China.  The economic impact study was 
downloaded 32 times.  The top search phrase that directed viewers to the site was 
“Veterans Home”.  All military related activities are welcome as additions to the 
calendar.    

• Long Term Facility - The facility officially opened January 3rd.  The Federal 
Certification was approved and backdated to January 18th.  They currently have 
five patients.  Admissions should proceed apace from here.  They expect to have 
about 60 patients by April 1.  

• Flags (Virgil Young) - The flags are at the East Tennessee State Veterans 
Cemetery on Lyons View Pike.  They are high quality, sturdy flags and are 
expected to stand the rigors of use as well as provide a uniform 
appearance.  They replace flags that had been on hand since the cemetery 
opened and were of different size and styles. Two local banks contributed to the 
purchase.  A ceremony to officially present the flags to the cemetery is being 
planned.  The flags will be displayed for the first time on Memorial Day.   

• Veterans Day Luncheon (Jack Davis) - The Public Affairs Office (PAO) of the 101st 
Airborne Division (Air Assault) informed us that none of the unit General Officers 
would be available to be the speaker at the Veterans Day Luncheon.  An informal 
inquiry has been sent to Scott E. Hampton, COL USA FORSCOM CMD GRP to 
ascertain the availability of a General Officer from FORSCOM to be our speaker. 
COL Hampton responded by e-mail to say that he would forward our request their 
PAO for analysis.  Last year ETMAC gave a copy of the book “1776” by David 
McCullough to our Senior ROTC cadet honorees and to the outstanding enlisted 
soldier, sailor or marine from the local Reserve and National Guard Units.  David 
McCullough will be presenting a lecture at the East Tennessee Historical Society on 
May 3 and will sign books.  President Davis was authorized to buy 20 books 
signed by the author for presentation to this year’s honorees.  

• Phone Cards for Returning Service Members - Owen Ragland spoke with Mrs. 
Becky Huckaby at the McGhee-Tyson Airport.  She has received permission for us 
to provide phone cards for needy service members through the Information 
Booth.  The booth is manned only from 0900 to 1700, but security could provide 
access if required during other hours.  They would prefer we not leave any 
cash.  Our plans are for pre-paid phone cards and possibly a taxi chit.  Owen 
was tasked to move forward with this and to put together a notebook with some 
basic information for the Information Desk Personnel and to research some phone 
card costs. 

• Youth Leadership Conference (Jack Davis) - The one day conference is scheduled 
for 10MAR.  The response from the JROTC units has exceeded the responses we 



have gotten in years past.  Last year we had 47 cadets from 14 schools.  The 
classrooms best accommodate about 60 cadets and this upper limit helps ensure a 
quality experience for the cadets.  This year 20 schools have responded and 
several of them want to send as many as 10 cadets.  Unfortunately not all the 
cadets wanting to attend will be able to attend.  Last year for the first time we 
held the event at the Air National Guard Base and included a tour of one of the 
large aircraft in the inventory of the 134th Air Refueling Wing.  The word is out 
and the facilities are proving to be a strong added draw to the JROTC Units.   

• Economic Impact Study (Joe Riley) - The update of the “Economic Impact Study” is 
underway.  It includes the impact of military activities within a fifty mile radius of 
Knoxville.  All the military units in the area will be asked to provide data to be 
included. The Retiree data comes from Cleveland OH.  This update will also 
include the Long Term Facility.  Joe Riley of the Knoxville Area Chamber 
Partnership will be compiling the data.   

• Tennessee American Legion Oratorical Contest (Marty Everett) - A total of 57 high 
school students participated in the contest which was held on 24FEB.  A 10 minute 
speech without notes was given on the U.S. Constitution which was followed by a 3-
5 minute impromptu talk on one of the amendments as assigned.  The winners were 
award scholarships. 

• Military Unit Activity - Susan Ward is planning to update ETMAC contact 
information for all the military units in the area.  For one thing, this information is 
used to contact units to give us the name of their outstanding enlisted soldier, sailor 
or marine to be honored at the Veterans Day luncheon.   

• The military units are concentrating on training and qualifications.  Some of the 
training will be offsite.  

• A Federal Grant is available to tutor military veterans who want to return to 
college.  The only cost is a $25 Registration fee. 

• Pancake and Sausage Breakfast-24MAR-Cost $5-Applebee’s at 6928 Kingston 
Pike-Young Marine Fund Raiser-supports trip to Washington 

• West Point Founders Day Dinner - 30MAR- Crown Plaza's Cumberland Room, 401 
Summit Hill Drive. Cost: $40 per person.6PM (reception), 7PM (dinner) speaker- 
Col. (Ret.) Jack Jacobs, Medal of Honor recipient and NBC analyst.  Payment must 
be received by 21 March 2007.  Send to: Brad Bower, 504 Windham Hill Road, 
Knoxville, TN 37922.  Phone: (865)777-9486. 

• ETMAC Meeting –Thursday 5APR. at 0830 HRS.- at the Knoxville Area Chamber 
Partnership Offices at 17 Market Square-followed by short Board Mtg- You can 
park in the Municipal Garage on Walnut Street west of the square and have your 
ticket stamped at the meeting. 

• MOWW Meeting –Wed. -11APR.-Ryans-Kingston Pike- 12 Noon 
• Flag Folding Ceremony- 14APR-West Side YMCA 
• Flag Retirement Ceremony-9JUN-Elks Lodge-Retired over 6,000 flags last year. 
• Fourth Annual Marine Corps Mud Run- 25AUG 
• Navy Birthday Ball-13OCT-Knoxville Convention Center-Formal Event-Invitation is 

extended to other services to attend. 
 


