
EAST	
  TENNESSEE	
  MILITARY	
  AFFAIRS	
  COUNCIL	
  

MARCH	
  5,	
  2009	
  MEETING	
  SUMMARY	
  

UPCOMING	
  MEETINGS	
  AND	
  EVENTS	
  

APRIL	
  2ND	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  ETMAC	
  Meeting,	
  0830	
  HRS	
  Knoxville	
  Chamber	
  Partnership	
  

APRIL	
  3&4	
  	
  	
  Mountain	
  Man	
  March,	
  UT	
  Senior	
  Army	
  ROTC	
  Unit	
  

APRIL	
  3&4	
  	
  	
  Road	
  March	
  for	
  Warriors	
  Benefit	
  Bike	
  Ride	
  

APRIL	
  8th	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Honor	
  Air	
  Flight	
  

April	
  25th	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  MOWW	
  Massing	
  of	
  Colors,	
  2nd	
  Presbyterian	
  Church	
  

MAY	
  25th	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Memorial	
  Day	
  Events,	
  American	
  Legion,	
  Knoxville	
  Post	
  2	
  

MAY	
  25th	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Smokies	
  Baseball	
  Memorial	
  Day	
  Program	
  

STAY	
  CURRENT:	
  CHECK	
  WWW.ETMAC.ORG	
  

WELCOME	
  AND	
  INTRODUCTIONS:	
  

The	
  meeting	
  of	
  the	
  East	
  Tennessee	
  Military	
  Affairs	
  Council	
  was	
  held	
  on	
  Thursday,	
  March	
  5th	
  at	
  
the	
  American	
  Red	
  Cross,	
  Joseph	
  Mazzola	
  presiding.	
  A	
  total	
  of	
  45	
  members	
  and	
  guests	
  were	
  
present.	
  The	
  summary	
  of	
  the	
  February	
  meeting	
  was	
  approved.	
  Treasurer	
  Carl	
  Newby’s	
  report	
  
shows	
  an	
  end	
  of	
  month	
  balance	
  as	
  of	
  February	
  28	
  of	
  $8,297.61.	
  

DISCUSSION	
  ITEMS:	
  

The	
  American	
  Red	
  Cross	
  (Laura	
  Marsh):	
  Ms.	
  Marsh	
  reported	
  on	
  a	
  $20,000	
  grant	
  that	
  could	
  be	
  
used	
  for	
  military	
  services,	
  yellow	
  ribbon	
  events	
  and	
  is	
  offering	
  free	
  CPR	
  classes	
  to	
  military	
  
members	
  and	
  their	
  families.	
  Also	
  a	
  scholarship	
  for	
  a	
  five	
  week	
  course	
  to	
  train	
  as	
  a	
  nurse’s	
  
assistant	
  valued	
  at	
  $900	
  each.	
  

East	
  Tennessee	
  Veterans	
  Memorial	
  Association	
  (ETVMA	
  (Lauth):	
  Kimberly	
  reported	
  there	
  
wasn’t	
  any	
  new	
  information	
  or	
  update	
  regarding	
  the	
  playground	
  scheduled	
  to	
  be	
  constructed	
  
near	
  the	
  Veterans	
  Memorial.	
  A	
  school	
  tour	
  was	
  conducted	
  at	
  the	
  Memorial	
  with	
  Jack	
  
Westbrook	
  as	
  the	
  tour	
  guide	
  and	
  Historian.	
  

Honor	
  Air	
  (Sutter):	
  Joe	
  Sutter	
  reported	
  the	
  next	
  Honor	
  Air	
  flight	
  is	
  scheduled	
  for	
  April	
  8th.	
  He	
  
encouraged	
  everyone	
  to	
  come	
  to	
  the	
  airport	
  around	
  7:30	
  p.m.	
  to	
  welcome	
  home	
  the	
  veterans.	
  



Ben	
  Atchlely	
  State	
  Veterans	
  Home	
  (Ed	
  Harris):	
  Mr.	
  Harris	
  remarked	
  the	
  residents	
  continue	
  to	
  
be	
  involved	
  in	
  the	
  community	
  and	
  welcome	
  all	
  opportunities	
  to	
  be	
  included	
  in	
  the	
  activities.	
  

UT	
  Student	
  Veterans	
  Organization:	
  A	
  group	
  formed	
  to	
  bring	
  together	
  veterans	
  who	
  are	
  
students	
  at	
  UT	
  to	
  provide	
  a	
  place	
  to	
  study,	
  work,	
  socialize	
  and	
  share	
  experiences	
  with	
  others.	
  	
  

“Wounded	
  Warrior”	
  Advocacy	
  (Capt.	
  Mark	
  Brogan,	
  US	
  Army,	
  Ret.):	
  Capt.	
  Brogan	
  informed	
  us	
  
of	
  his	
  program	
  to	
  work	
  with	
  “Wounded	
  Warriors”	
  who	
  are	
  hearing	
  impaired.	
  Capt.	
  Brogan’s	
  
story	
  of	
  survival	
  is	
  one	
  of	
  miracle	
  proportions.	
  

“Coming	
  Home:	
  Military	
  Families	
  Cope	
  With	
  Change”	
  (Mazzola):	
  Joe	
  Mazzola	
  reported	
  that	
  
several	
  support	
  groups	
  would	
  be	
  hosting	
  a	
  pre-­‐screening	
  of	
  a	
  Sesame	
  Street	
  production	
  dealing	
  
with	
  the	
  return	
  of	
  a	
  disabled	
  soldier	
  and	
  the	
  interaction	
  with	
  the	
  young	
  children	
  in	
  the	
  family.	
  

Knox	
  County	
  Veterans	
  Service	
  Officer	
  (Jones):	
  Chuck	
  Jones	
  reported	
  that	
  he	
  and	
  his	
  staff	
  
conducted	
  113	
  telephone	
  VA	
  benefits	
  consultations	
  and	
  had	
  55	
  office	
  visits.	
  

Web	
  Site	
  (Godel):	
  Laimon	
  summarized	
  the	
  web	
  site	
  activity	
  as	
  having	
  2,156	
  visitors	
  with	
  the	
  
local	
  resources	
  being	
  the	
  most	
  frequently	
  hit.	
  Also	
  mentioned	
  was	
  a	
  Marine	
  Core	
  League	
  state	
  
function	
  slated	
  for	
  June	
  in	
  Gatlinburg.	
  

SENIOR	
  ROTC	
  UNITS	
  

UT	
  Senior	
  Army	
  Unit	
  (Lt	
  Colonel	
  Haynes):	
  Colonel	
  Haynes	
  gave	
  an	
  update	
  on	
  the	
  Mountain	
  
Man	
  March	
  scheduled	
  for	
  April	
  3rd	
  and	
  4th	
  in	
  Gatlinburg.	
  The	
  winner	
  will	
  receive	
  the	
  Walkup	
  
Trophy	
  Cup	
  in	
  honor	
  of	
  1LT	
  Frank	
  Walkup	
  a	
  graduate	
  of	
  the	
  unit	
  and	
  a	
  Fallen	
  Warrior.”	
  

Road	
  March	
  for	
  Warriors:	
  Benefit	
  Bike	
  Ride	
  (DeHoog):	
  Tom	
  DeHoog	
  made	
  a	
  presentation	
  of	
  
the	
  bike	
  ride	
  which	
  is	
  being	
  held	
  in	
  conjunction	
  with	
  the	
  Mountain	
  Man	
  March	
  and	
  in	
  support	
  
of	
  this	
  event.	
  

UT	
  Senior	
  Air	
  Force	
  Unit	
  (Lt	
  Colonel	
  Angle):	
  Colonel	
  Angle	
  gave	
  an	
  update	
  on	
  the	
  unit’s	
  
activities	
  and	
  training	
  schedule.	
  Additionally,	
  the	
  unit	
  conducted	
  17	
  Honor	
  Guard	
  services.	
  

MILITARY	
  UNIT	
  ACTIVITY	
  

US	
  Army	
  Recruiting	
  Company	
  (DeHoog):	
  Tom	
  DeHoog	
  reported	
  that	
  recruiting	
  has	
  exceeded	
  
expectations	
  and	
  is	
  currently	
  over	
  100%	
  of	
  goal	
  for	
  the	
  entire	
  recruitment	
  year.	
  

Army	
  Reserve	
  and	
  ESGR	
  (Dyess):	
  John	
  Dyess	
  informed	
  us	
  that	
  John	
  Becker	
  of	
  WBIR	
  will	
  be	
  
doing	
  a	
  segment	
  on	
  American	
  Veterans	
  to	
  England.	
  Dyess	
  also	
  reported	
  that	
  we	
  now	
  have	
  
202,000	
  Reserve	
  and	
  Guard	
  members	
  on	
  active	
  duty.	
  



844th	
  Engineering	
  Battalion	
  (Lt	
  Colonel	
  Roth):	
  Colonel	
  Roth	
  presented	
  the	
  schedule	
  and	
  
program	
  for	
  the	
  Yellow	
  Ribbon	
  Day	
  in	
  preparation	
  for	
  deployment	
  and	
  the	
  Deployment	
  
Ceremony	
  activities	
  encouraging	
  everyone	
  to	
  come	
  down	
  and	
  cheer	
  the	
  troops.	
  This	
  was	
  also	
  
echoed	
  by	
  special	
  guest	
  “Gunner”	
  from	
  WIVK	
  who	
  will	
  be	
  the	
  window	
  to	
  the	
  844th	
  during	
  their	
  
deployment.	
  As	
  a	
  singular	
  honor	
  Colonel	
  Roth	
  presented	
  a	
  844th	
  Challenge	
  Coin	
  to	
  the	
  
President	
  of	
  ETMAC	
  for	
  the	
  support	
  the	
  organization	
  has	
  provided	
  to	
  his	
  unit.	
  

119th	
  Command	
  and	
  Control:	
  This	
  unit	
  is	
  being	
  reassigned	
  to	
  the	
  Cyber	
  Command.	
  

Navy/Marines	
  Reserve	
  Center	
  (Cmdr	
  Pontier):	
  Commander	
  Pontier	
  reported	
  that	
  his	
  unit	
  has	
  
66	
  members	
  currently	
  deployed.	
  Also	
  family	
  day	
  is	
  scheduled	
  for	
  May	
  2nd.	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

Respectfully	
  Submitted,	
  

	
  

Joseph	
  A.	
  Mazzola,	
  President	
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