
 
 

EAST TENNESSEE MILITARY AFFAIRS COUNCIL 

March 4, 2021, Virtual Meeting held via zoom with Unit Commanders and 

Veteran Organization leaders.   
 

 

Upcoming Events: Please note that many events have been cancelled. I left the ones that I have not heard specifically 

about. Please check on them before attending. For events that have been rescheduled, the new projected date is shown. 

 

ONGOING Fund raiser for Operation Honor Guard Info at    https://www.wate.com/operation-honor-guard/ 

 Donate at Donate today to Operation Honor Guard 

 

**ALL OF THE SATURDAY FREE VETERAN BREAKFASTS HAVE BEEN CANCELLED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE. We 

will let you know when the United Veterans Council resumes these important social gatherings for our military and veterans. 

 

** Cancelled until further notice: Every Wednesday – Combat Coffee Hour for all veterans 7:30am at the Knoxville Vet 

Center 1645 Downtown West Blvd. #28 

 

** Cancelled until further notice: Second Saturday – Breakfast for Buds 8:30 until 10am. Mama Grits in Tellico Village. 

Contact Dennis Drake at dennisdrake2012@outlook.com for more information. 
 

** Cancelled until further notice: 22nd of each month – Veterans Coffee Hour hosted by A Veteran’s Heart at Awaken Coffee 

125 W Jackson Ave Knoxville from 8-9am. 

 

EVENTS: 

10 MARCH:  Phone in Legal Clinic for Veterans. Noon until 2pm. 865/637-0484. Preregistration is required. 

 

20 & 21 MARCH:  Sons of the American Legion Post 2 Annual Turkey Shoot from 10:00 am 2:00 pm. All outdoor 

event. Just show up and buy some shots.  Event location is Knoxville Rugby Football Club’s Possum 

Park, 9435 College St., Strawberry Plains, TN 37871 

   

29 MARCH:  National Vietnam Veterans Day Observed. VVA Chapter 1078 will hold an event at 2pm at the 

pavilion on site at East TN Veterans Cemetery on John Sevier Hwy. CPT Robinson will be keynote 

speaker.  

 

3 APRIL: American Legion Post 2 Easter Egg Hunt Extravaganza being held at the new post location at 5700 

Rutledge Pike, Knoxville, TN 

 

17 APRIL: UT ROTC Alumni Council Annual Golf Tournament at Egwani Farms Golf Course, 3920 Singleton 

Station Road, Rockford, TN.  For more information, contact Logan Hickman @ 423.871.1975 or 

wlhickman@comcast.net  

 

17 APRIL: American Legion Post 2 - HUGE Yard Sale at their new post location at 5700 Rutledge Pike, 

Knoxville.  THEY NEED DONATIONS, so clean out your closets, your garage, your attic, and bring it 

all on the morning of April 17 by 8:00 am.  

  
For a complete listing of events, visit http://www.etmac.org and click events 
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We are changing the format of the monthly minutes. All organization contact information will be in a list at the 

end of the minutes. We hope you will find having the information in one place will be beneficial to you, and hope 

you find the minutes easier to read. 

   

ETMAC BUSINESS SESSION 
 

President’s Report – Geoff Freeman- Only one award left. Thank you for continuing to meet by Zoom. Hope to 

be able to meet in person by late summer, early fall.  

 

Webmaster’s Report - Col Dent Young- 278 users, 267 were new. 20 visits from China, Russia and South 

Africa. Most popular pages were veteran services, and veteran groups.  

 

Treasurer’s Report: Derren Burrell  

 
Beginning Balance $15,009.36 

Deposits 1845.48 

Expenses 110.46 
Ending Balance $16,744.38 

  
  

Membership dues may be paid online https://www.etmac.org/resources/etmacresources/membership- 

application/ or mail a check payable to ETMAC to Patrice Collins at the Knoxville Chamber:  

17 Market Square, #201, Knoxville, TN 37902. Donations on our website are also appreciated. 

 

• Other ETMAC Announcements - Patrice Collins –Thanks for paying your dues. Only one award left for 

Tennessee State Guard.  

• Lauri Kerns talked about a COVID-19 vaccine clinic this weekend. It will be at the William C Tallent 

Community Outpatient Clinic at 8033 Ray Mears Blvd from 8am until 1pm on Saturday March 6, 2021. This is 

open to all enrolled veterans. If you are not enrolled, please bring your DD214. They will be giving the new one-

shot vaccine. 423/926-1171 ext. 7200 for more information.  

• MILITARY UNIT UPDATES 

• 3rd Regiment of the Tennessee State Guard – MAJ Joseph Westfall- Supplying 30 to 40 members each 

week to assist with Covid shots and logistics across the state. Still meeting virtually.   

• 119th Cyberspace Operations Squadron – Lt Col Jody Ogle – Cyber event across several agencies upcoming 

 

• 1-230 Assault Helicopter Battalion – CPT Philip Webster – no report 

 

• 134th Air Refueling Wing – Lt Col Travers Hurst – March will be first drill with everyone on site since last 

spring. Troops in motion. Large exercise at the end of March to prepare for inspection in June.  

 

• 241st Engineering & Installation Squadron (Chattanooga) - Lt Col Dave Moss – no report 

 

• 278th Armored Calvary Unit - COL Steven Turner – Change of command took place last month with  

COL Turner taking command. Continuing with civil support missions, most recently with water to west 

Tennessee.  Ft Hood Texas will be the site of training this summer. Renovation ongoing at location on 

Sutherland.  

 

• 332nd Air Force Recruiting Squadron – MSgt Whitaker – no report.  

 

• 489th Civil Air Battalion – MAJ BW Osten – no report 

 

• 844th Enginering Batallion – MAJ Justin Warrick – no report  

 

• Coast Guard Recruiting – East TN Region – ME1 Steven Brashear – no report  
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•  D Co 4th Combat Engineer Battalion – GySgt John Kepper / -1st Sgt Jason Brackley - no report 

 

• I.G. Brown Training and Education Center -Col Jennifer Kondal – New TEC Commander. Had change of 

command last week and it was held virtually with no problems. ICP course running along with NCO academy 

and Cyber Security. New MSgt coming on board, Amanda McCormick.  

 

• Knoxville Recruiting Company (Army) – SSG Kyle Lane – no report 

 

• Military Entrance Processing Station – CPT Calvin Wu – Normal operations. Also processing ROTC 

physicals.  
  

• Navy Operational Support Center – CDR Timothy Trimble- They provide a lot of funeral support in the 

area. Drill coming up soon. Still limited personnel on site.   

• Navy Recruiting – Talent Acquisition Onboarding Center – HM2 Josh Dixon- no report  

• Tennessee Wing, Civil Air Patrol – Col Dent Young – Approved to move to phase 1 and will be allowed to have 

small groups of 10 or less and hoping to expand from that in the next several weeks.  

• USCG Auxiliary Division 12 – DCDR Thomas Junau– no report 

 

• UT Air Force ROTC – Lt Col William Estep – Getting sophomore class ready to compete for POC selection. 

Hosted AFC commander, Col Bennett this week. 20 March Spring FTX 24 March hosting General Webber. 30 

March Southeast Commander Col Caranta. 

• UT Army ROTC – LTC Justin Howe – 18 Feb Second Harvest Veteran Distribution. 15 Mar Spring Training at Ft 

Knox. 65 cadets will be going to summer training. 7 May will be commissioning. Details to follow.  

 

VETERAN ORGANIZATIONS UPDATES 

 

• Air Force Association –Dick Webber – Moved Cyber event to May. Thanks to WBIR for celebrating the Air 

Force Associations birthday. New board secretary.  

 

• American Job Center / State of TN Department of Labor – Laura Chagnon- Job seekers fair. Contact 

laura.d.chagnon@tn.gov for more details. Laura will be back in the office beginning next week. Contact Laura to 

make an appointment.  865/594-5500. 

 

• American Legion – Joleen Dewald – Easter egg hunt on 3 April at the site of their new building. A coin 

collection has been donated to be put into the eggs. 1pm is start time. Yard sale on 27 April. Donations can be 

made that morning.  

• American Red Cross – Jess Hernandez – no report  

 

• AMVETS Post 75 in Newport – Leslie Purser- Fundraiser in June. Details to follow.  

 

• Army Reserve Ambassador Program Eastern TN – Leslie Purser – no report.  

• Ben Atchley Veteran’s Home – Doug Ottinger – no report 

 

• Bunker Labs – Derren Burrell – Good event in February, next in April.  

 

• Captain Bill Robinson Vietnam Veterans of America Chapter 1078 – Patrick Polis – 29 March National Vietnam 

Veterans Day at 2pm. CPT Robinson will be keynote speaker.  

 

• Combat Veterans Motorcycle Association, Morristown –Leslie Purser - Food pantry recently and donated 110 

boxes of food. ROTC cadets volunteered. Next will be 22 May, details to follow. 
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• Consolidated Nuclear Securities SOS – Jamie Uptgraft – no report  

 

• Covenant Health Military Recognition Program – Cindy Winterberger – no report  

 

• Disabled Veterans Chapter #24 – Garrett Hanas – Appreciate donations of wheelchairs. National Convention 

will be in Reno in August. 2020 was 100-year anniversary of DAV.  

 

• East Tennessee Veteran’s Honor Guard – Jim Mungenast- Thanks to the NOSC for their support of the honor 

guards. Navy Reserve Happy 105 birthday.  

•  

• East Tennessee Veteran’s Memorial Association - Joleen Dewald – Memorial Day, hoping to have a 

normal Reading of the Names ceremony. 36 new names to add. Medal of honor dinner has been 

rescheduled for September. Bell Tower has been repaired.  

 

• Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve (ESGR) – Jim Mungenast/Leslie Purser – celebrating 25th 

anniversary of Freedom Award. Next year is 50th anniversary of ESGR. Hope to be opening more events soon. 

New slide to be added to the brief that was sent out. Jim will be sending it out soon. Change of Leadership in 

Knoxville with Teresa Beavers moving up to be vice chair with the state and Leslie Purser is taking over as 

Knoxville chair.  

 

• Enlisted Association of National Guard of Tennessee. SMSgt Christopher Gragg – 23-25 April State Conference in 

Nashville, next year in Knoxville. Hoping to host National Conference in 2025. They advocate for soldiers and 

airmen for military rights and benefits.  

 

• Healing Home ETN – Stephanie Trost- no report  

 

• Honor Air - Joe Sutter – Hope to have flight in fall.  

 
• James H Quillen VA Medical Center – Billy Key – New to facility last couple of months. AARP offers free tax 

prep help to veterans, military and families. There is a VA survivors and burial benefits kit. 
www.benefits.va.gov/benefits/docs/vasurvivorskit.pdf.  

 

• Knights of Columbus, Monsignor Francis D. Grady Assembly 1083 - Henry Usey – Veteran’s Monument 

installations scheduled: All Saints Catholic Church, March 25, 2021, Immaculate Conception Catholic 

Church, March 4, 2021, Our Lady of Perpetual Help Catholic, (OLPH) Church, May 21, 2021, Cathedral 

of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, TDB Veteran’s Monument dedications scheduled : (ETMAC 

participants/associates invited) ,All Saints, very tentatively, April 25, 2021, Immaculate Conception, TDB, 

OLPH, May 30, 2021, Cathedral, based on installation, TBD. . Fundraising effort to support Smoky 

Mountain Service Dogs April 10, 2021 at Oak Ridge Sportsman’s Association, ORSA, Shooting Range, 

Turkey Shoot scheduled for 10 April. Decision will be made by the 21st of the month who the shoot will 

benefit. Contact Henry if you have a suggestion.  

 
• Knoxville Habitat for Heroes – Rick Garner – no report  
 

 

• Knoxville Regional Veterans Mental Health Council – Emily Hager- no report  

 

• Knox County Veteran Services Office – Tom Humphries – no report  

 

 

• Knoxville Vet Center – Lyle Allen – Thanks to Field Maintenance Shop #2 for installing new equipment on 

their mobile center.  Available to provide briefings to new commanders. Can participate in any events being 

planned.  

 

• Marine Corps League – Travis Bryan – There will be a Rod and Hog Show on 15 May at the Parkway Drive Inn 

in Maryville. Other events coming up, contact www.mclknoxville.org  for details.   

http://www.benefits.va.gov/benefits/docs/vasurvivorskit.pdf
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• Military Order of the Purple Hearts – Chapter 356- Thomas Booker – no report 

• Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) – Bill Potter – no report  

 
• Military Order of the World Wars (MOWW)/ Reserve Officers Assoc.– Bill Grieve – no report  

 

• Mountain Man Memorial March – Joleen Dewald- Virtual run is scheduled for 24 April – 15 May 2021. 

Registration is open. Fees are $125 for a 5-person team or $30/person.  

 

• Operation Last Mile - SSG Christopher Fairchild – no report.  

 

• ORNL Veterans Group – Lisa Bollinger – Oak Ridge National Laboratory is hiring number of IT positions and 

a variety of other visit www.ornl.gov    

 

• Project Healing Waters Fly Fishing – Steve Burman no report 

 

• REBOOT Combat Recovery – Darrell Williams–no report 

 

• Rolling Thunder – Carlos Hollifield – no report 
 

• STAR – Horses & Heroes Program –Melissa Abby – STAR has openings for vets and active service members 

to attend Equine Assisted Learning (working with a horse on the ground, a prerequisite to riding) lessons at 

both our Lenoir City and our South Knoxville sites.  We are also always seeking able bodied veteran 

volunteers to assist with our lessons.  No horse experience required to participate in lessons or to 

volunteer!  All lessons are provided FREE of charge as our way of thanking you for your service.  Contact 

Melissa Abbey for more information:  865 988-4711,  melissa@rideatstar.org 

•  

• Team Red White & Blue – Jesse Hawe – no report 

 

• Tennessee Valley Coalition for the Homeless - Brandon Harris – We are working to get our Drop-in Resource 

Center running.  

 

• Tennessee Veterans Business Associations (TVBA) – Steve Stilts – no report 

 

• United Veterans Council – Natalie Donahue – New location for veterans’ breakfast in south Knoxville, no 

date for restarting them yet.  

 

• UT Army ROTC Alumni Council – Geoff Freeman – Golf tournament scheduled for 17 April at Egwani 

Farms. Begins at 8am with shotgun start. Can play, individually or as a team, sponsor the event or sponsor a 

hole. Major fund raiser event of the year, money used to support AROTC cadets.   

 

• Veterans Appreciation Program – Larry Sharp – Veterans Appreciation Program remains the premier 

organization in East TN to connect businesses with the Veteran/Military community.  
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• Veteran Heritage Site Foundation – Patty McGrew – Placing flags at veteran graves in the Smokies. 

Contact Patty for details.  

• VFW Post 5154 in Maryville – Douglas Burt – no report  

 

• VVA Chapter 1073 &VFW Post 3380 (Morristown) & Walter J. ‘Bud’Bacon Chapter Distinguished Flying Cross 

Society, East TN Region- Whit Whitworth – First in person meeting last month. Supporting veterans needing clothing, 

food and housing.  

• Volunteers of America/Supportive Services for Veterans Families/Stand Down – Patti Luttrell -   no 

report  

 

 

Next meeting: Thursday, April 8, 2021 via Zoom.  
 

 

For input or corrections, please contact Kim Spencer 

865/661-9856 or kim@yourplacetoflourish.com  

 

 

 

ETMAC Board of Directors: 

Geoff Freeman, President 865-974-8758 email: gfreema1@utk.edu 

Owen Ragland, Immediate Past President c865-556-6338 or w865-546-7311 

email: oragland@kmfpc.com 

Jess Hernandez, Vice President 865-567-6134 email: Jess.Hernandez@redcross.org 

Derren Burrell, Treasurer 865-771-4243 email: derren@tagresources.com 

Kim Spencer, Secretary 865-661-9856 email: kim@yourplacetoflourish.com  

 

Patrice Collins, Board Member & ETMAC Administrator: 865-806-4487  

email: pcollins@knoxvillechamber.com 

Dent Young, Webmaster,  387543@tncap.us 

Capt Willie Posey, At Large Director, 865-274-9901 email: willie.s.posey.mil@mail.mil 

Gina Massey, At Large Director, 865-363-2994 email: gmassey@etmafcu.net 

Tom Humphries, At Large Dir 865-215-5645 Thomas.humphries@knoxcounty.org 

Rick Garner, At Large Director 865-740-2970 email: rgarner@khfh.com 

Leslie Purser, At Large Director 757-537-0734   purserjl@verizon.net  

Cindy Winterberger, At Large Director 865/679-4754 email: cwinterb@covhlth.com 

Robert Brown, ETMAC Calendar 865-458-0759 email: rl_brown@hotmail.com 
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 Unit and Veteran Organization Contact Information 

 

ETMAC 

www.ETMAC.org 
 

A Veteran’s Heart 
https://www.facebook.com/aveteransheart/ Jason Bush 423/231-5418 

 

American Job Center/State of TN Dept of Labor  

 https://www.tn.gov/workforce/jobs-and-education/services-by-group/services-by-group-redirect/job-
placement-for-veterans.html    

 

American Legion 

legionknox.com 

https://www.facebook.com/Post2Knoxville/ - 
 

American Red Cross 

http://www.redcross.org/local/tennessee/local-chapters/east-tennessee 

https://www.facebook.com/RedCrossTN/ 
 

Ben Atchley 

http://www.tsvh.org/ 

https://www.facebook.com/TNStateVetreans/ 

 

       Bunker Labs Knoxville  

        https://chapters.bunkerlabs.org/knoxville/ 
 

Captain Bill Robinson Vietnam Veterans of America Chapter 1078 

http://www.vva1078.org/ 

https://www.facebook.com/vvachapter1078knoxville/ 

Disabled Veterans Chapter 24 

https://www.dav.org 
 

East Tennessee Veterans Memorial Association 

https://etvma.org/ 

https://www.facebook.com/ETVMA/- 
 

Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve (ESGR) 

https://www.esgr.mil/About-ESGR/Contact/Local-State-Pages/Tennessee 

https://www.facebook.com/Tennessee-ESGR-171685266196286/ 
 

Honor Air 

http://www.honorairknoxville.com/ 

https://www.facebook.com/honorair/ 
 

Irreverent Warriors 

dentmanofknoxville@yahoo.com Jesse Hawe 865/773-2128 or Richard Farrer at 

615/490-5715 www.irreverentwarriors.com 
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Knoxville Habitat for Heroes 

https://knoxvillehabitatforhumanity.com/habitat-for-heroes/ 

https://www.facebook.com/KnoxvilleHabitatforHumanity/ 

 

Knights of Columbus Henry Usey 865/246-4413 
 

Knoxville Regional Veterans Mental Health Council 

http://tnvhc.org/ 

Knox County Veteran Services Office 

https://www.knoxcounty.org/veterans/ 

thomas.humphries@knoxcounty.org 

Knoxville Vet Center 

https://www.vetcenter.va.gov/ 

Marine Corps League 

http://www.mclknox.org/ 

Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) 

www.moaa.org 

Military Order of Purple Heart (MOPH) Chapter 356 

www.moph356.org Charlie Caldwell 865/368-7289 or cdcardwell49@gmail.com  

Military Order of the World Wars (MOWW) 

www.moww.org 

Mountain Man Memorial March 

http://mountainmanmemorialmarch.com/ 

https://www.facebook.com/TheMountainManMemorialMarch/ 

Project Healing Waters Fly Fishing 

http://www.projecthealingwaters.org/ 

https://www.facebook.com/ProjectHealingWatersKnoxville/ 

REBOOT Combat Recovery 

https://rebootalliance.com/reboot 

https://www.facebook.com/rebootrecovery/ 

Rolling Thunder 

http://www.rollingthundertn3.com/index.php/about-tn3/ 

STAR – Horses and Heroes Program 

https://www.rideatstar.org/heroes--horses.html 
 

Team Red White & Blue. 
www.teamrwb.org 

Tennessee Valley Coalition for the Homeless 

https://tvchomeless.org/ 
 

United Veterans Council of East Tennessee, Inc. 
https://www.facebook.com/The-United- 

Veterans-Council-of-East-Tennessee-Inc- 

1912897478820375/? tn =%2Cd%2CP- 

R&eid=ARDShN8_- 

f00QmdnXmMDEJNMfwLIDApNr7_91Imji 

WKt3EQ3mN6n1PfvjgiRHuxaI8czNzRIXwS 

Y7d5t 
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https://www.facebook.com/The-United-Veterans-Council-of-East-Tennessee-Inc-1912897478820375/?__tn__=%2Cd%2CP-R&eid=ARDShN8_-f00QmdnXmMDEJNMfwLIDApNr7_91ImjiWKt3EQ3mN6n1PfvjgiRHuxaI8czNzRIXwSY7d5t


UT Army ROTC Alumni Council 

http://alumni.utk.edu/s/1341/alumni/interior_alumni.aspx?sid=1341&gid=2&pgid=7955 

https://www.facebook.com/UTKArmyROTC/ 
 

Veteran Heritage Site Foundation 

http://veteransheritagesite.org/ 
https://www.facebook.com/VeteransHeritageSiteFoundation/ 

Volunteers of America Supportive Services for Veterans Families/Stand Down 

https://www.voamid.org/ssvftn 
 

Yellow Ribbon Fund Veteran Caregivers Support Group 

http://www.yellowribbonfund.org/ 

http://alumni.utk.edu/s/1341/alumni/interior_alumni.aspx?sid=1341&gid=2&pgid=7955
https://www.facebook.com/UTKArmyROTC/
http://veteransheritagesite.org/
https://www.facebook.com/VeteransHeritageSiteFoundation/
https://www.voamid.org/ssvftn
http://www.yellowribbonfund.org/

