
ETMAC May 2008 Meeting Summary 
 
Upcoming Meetings and Events 

- 2MAY-Baseball-University of Tennessee vs. Vanderbilt-1900HRS-Veterans 
Appreciation Night-Free Admission to Military ID holders (944-9320) 

- 3MAY-Lady Vols Softball-Military Appreciation Day-double header- 
1300HRS and 1500HRS- -University of Florida-Military ID holders get in 
free-guest $4.00- (974-1734) 

- 7-9MAY-Annual Business and Industrial Days- Business Leaders from the 
mid-western states will be hosted at McGhee Tyson to encourage their 
support for employee participation in the ANG.    

- 10MAY-Seymour Air Park Fly In-1000HRS-40 Aircraft will be flying in-
Activities, games, food-All proceeds to benefit the Young Marines of the 
Greater Knoxville Area 

- 14MAY-MOWW Monthly Meeting-Shoneys-Walker Springs Road-1200HRS 
- 16MAY-Dedication of the Fallen Heroes Military Memorial at Bearden High 

School -Reception Following Ceremony in the Library-R.S.V.P.- 539-7800 ext 
105- Please gather in the West Mall Lobby at 1415HRS 

- 21MAY-HonorAir trip to Washington D.C. for area Veterans of WWII who 
have not seen the WWII Memorial. 

- 24MAY- East TN Cemetery Flag Project for Memorial Day-Anytime after 
0830HRS-Meet at the Rotunda-There are over 4200 burials- volunteers are 
needed for flag placement 

- 26MAY-Tennessee Smokies Baseball-Memorial Day-U.S. Veterans Night-
Tribute to America’s fallen war heroes-1830HRS-pregame on-field memorial 
salute-game starts 1915HRS-Discount tickets for members of all posts(inc. 
family and friends who have RSVP’d by 12MAY-286-2316 

- 5JUN-ETMAC Meeting at the Knoxville Area Chamber Partnership,  
 17 Market Square # 201- 0830HRS 
- 31JUL-40th Anniversary Celebration-I.G. Brown Training and Education 

Center-morning event- McGhee Tyson ANG Base 
- 5AUG-2nd Annual East Tennessee Veterans Business Conference-Directed at 

providing assistance to Veteran Owned Business/Service Disabled Veteran 
Owned Business to do business at the Complex-Mandate to achieve 3% of 
contracts with Veteran Businesses- New Hope Center, Y-12, Oak Ridge.    

- 11NOV Veterans Day Parade-Special invitation is being extended to women in 
Military units in Knoxville to participate in the parade 

- 11NOV Veterans Day Luncheon, The Foundry-World’s Fair Park-Featured 
Service-U.S. Marines Corps 

- 15NOV Dedication Ceremony- East Tennessee Veterans Memorial-World’s 
Fair Park-1100HRS 

- Stay current by checking ETMAC.org web site 



 
  Welcome & Introductions 

- The meeting was held on Thursday, 1MAY at the American Red Cross 
Building-6921 Middlebrook Pike 

- President Jack Davis presided over the meeting.  A total of 29 members and 
guests were present.  The Summary of the April meeting was approved. 

- Treasurer Carl G. Newby reported a balance of $5,358.20.  
- Individual Membership dues of $25 and Organization dues of $100 are due.  

Twenty nine members have paid. 
 

Discussion Items   
 
East Tennessee Veterans Memorial Association (ETVMA) (Crawford) 
All names have now been submitted and are being carved in the granite stones that 
will be the major feature of the Memorial.  Soldiers boarding trains during WWI 
and WWII would have left Knoxville from the location where the Memorial is being 
built.  ETVMA is seeking photographs of these occasions to add to the displays.   
HonorAir (Coffman) 
One hundred and twelve WWII Veterans are now scheduled for the 21MAY flight. 
The Veterans are expected to return to McGhee Tyson Airport around 1930HRS.  
The reception back in Knoxville is a highlight for them.  ETMAC will have American 
flags to distribute to the Veterans as they walk through the two lines of people 
applauding them. The lines will likely include passengers from other flights. This 
flight is fully funded. Increased fuel charges have added $7,000 to the costs of 
the fall flights.  The fall flights are not fully funded as yet. Applications are still 
being taken for the fall flights for WWII Veterans from Knox, Blount and 
Anderson Counties.  
Fallen Heroes Military Memorial -Bearden High School (Twohig) 
The ceremony dedicating the Memorial to Bearden High School Graduates who have 
died on active duty will be held on Friday, 16MAY.  Four names have been added to 
the original list for a total of nine Honorable Dead.  The Memorial had fallen into 
disrepair but now has been restored. 
Military Entrance Processing Station (MEPS) (Morgan) 
All services have met their goals for ten straight months. There are 179 high 
schools in our area.  In past years about 125 of the schools were supporting the 
test program directed at determining an applicant’s qualifications for enlistment.  
This year students at 158 schools were tested. 
I.G. Brown Training and Education Center-TEC (Fowler) 
For security reasons those members planning to attend the ETMAC July Meeting at 
the I.G. Brown Training and Education Center will either need a Military I.D. Card 
to gain entrance or will need in advance to provide their Drivers License number.  
  



JROTC  
The good news is that the JROTC Unit at Fulton High School will still be part of 
the curriculum for next year.  However plans are for this to be the last year for 
JROTC to be part of the curriculum at Austin East High School.  
Senior ROTC Units  
The Army and Air Force ROTC units at the University of Tennessee have held their 
award days.  The University has asked the Cadets to be available to meet with 
potential contributors as part of the major stewardship campaign now in progress. 
Military Unit Activity  
National Guard and Reserve Unit Personnel from our area continue to be deployed in 
relatively large numbers as units as well as in smaller detachments and as 
individuals. Also, individuals and units continue to return to Knoxville after 
completing their tours. This has become a continuous year round process.  The 
participation of the Reserves and National Guard is being sustained at very active 
levels.  Training and exercises are proceeding with the intensity commensurate with 
this level of support. Activities also include extending support to family members.  
The Ben Atchley State Veteran’s Home (Bayless) 
A bill is moving through the state Houses to reorganize the Tennessee State 
Veterans Home Board.  The major change under consideration is to reduce the 
number of Board members from ten to three.  This Board is chaired by the 
Commissioner of Veteran Affairs for Tennessee.  Currently there are three Board 
Members from each of the Grand Divisions of the State. The Mission of the Board 
is to oversee the administration of the three instate homes located in Humbolt, 
Murfreesboro and Knoxville (Ben Atchley  State Veteran’s Home).    
Knox County Veterans Service Officer Report (Jones) 
Efforts are continuously underway to ensure that veterans in nursing homes are 
aware of the benefits they have.  Unfortunately many are not.  Similarly the VA is 
in the process of contacting Combat Veterans to let them know of their VA 
benefits.   
Web Site 
The web site had over 24 thousand hits for the month of March.  The calendar of 
events draws considerable interest.  Military Units and Veteran Organizations are 
invited to send Liamon Godel (cpa@godel.com) dates for posting which will help 
broadcast activities of interest out to the military community. 
  
 


