Meeting Minutes
May 4, 2023
Meeting Location: Via Zoom
54 Attendees

Upcoming Events

ONGOING Fundraiser for Operation Honor Guard Info at https://www.wate.com/operation-honor-guard/
Donate_at Donate today to Operation Honor Guard

Free breakfast Saturdays for veterans and their guests at nine locations in East TN
from 8:00 am-9:30am. Doors open at 8:00 am; chow lines open at 8:30 am

1st Sat Breakfast Locations:
— Sevierville First United Methodist Church, 214 Cedar St, Sevierville

— The Elks Club #160, 5600 Lonas Rd, Knoxville

2nd Sat Breakfast Locations:
— Hillcrest United Methodist Church, 1615 Price Ave, Knoxville
— Kodak UMC 2923 Bryan Rd Kodak

3rd Sat Breakfast Locations:
- Community Center in Powell, 1708 W. Emory Rd, Powell
- Dandridge United Methodist Church 121 E Meeting St., Dandridge

Last Sat: Breakfast locations below: * please note these breakfasts are the LAST SATURDAY OF THE
MONTH. If there are five Saturdays in a month, there will not be a breakfast that fourth
Saturday:
- DAYV Chapter #24, 2600 Holbrook Dr., Knoxville
- VFW Post 5154 in Blount County, 2561 Hobbs Rd., Louisville
- DAYV Tri-County Chapter #26, 530 Kingston Ave, Oliver Springs

Fridays Free Yoga at STAR, from 1:15-2:30pm 11800 Highway 11E, Lenoir City Contact Chelsea
Taylor at 865/988-4711 or email at chelsea@rideatstar.org

3" Saturday Veteran Food Pantry - 137 N Calderwood St, Alcoa, TN. From 2-4pm. Go to
https://combatvets18-3.com/ for more details.

13 MAY UTK ARMY ROTC Alumni Council General Robert Neyland Golf Outing. For details,
charitygolftoday.com/UTKArmyROTC http://charitygolftoday.com/UTKArmyROTC

20 MAY Freedom Reigns Street Festival in downtown Greenback. Begins at 10am.

20 MAY Freedom Reigns Veterans Memorial Ride from 9am until 3pm, downtown Greenback. Details by
email thelostvetsrescue2022@gmail.com or 865/314-2363.
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20-21 MAY  Smoky Mountain Scottish Festival and Games at the Townsend Visitor’s Center. Veteran
discounts available.

21-22 MAY Vols of Honor Invitational at TN National Golf Club. Details at:
https://www.fohevents.org/volsofhonor/?controller=home or contact Dutch Murray at 650/906-
2112

27 MAY Flag placement at the Lyons View and the John Sevier State Veteran’s cemeteries flag placement
starting at 9:00 am. Bring a hammer and screwdriver to make holes for flags.

27 May Flag placement at Knoxville National Veterans Cemetery on Tyson Street will begin at 10:00 am
with a back-up day of Sunday May 28. Bring a hammer and screwdriver to make holes for flags.

27 MAY Memorial Day Walk 8am until 11pm. 6 mile walk along Hwy 58S into Kingston. Contact Virgil
Shannon Hester for details 865/748-4797. They will be carrying 22 American Flags to remember
those lost to suicide each day.

Memorial Day:
- “Reading of the Names” Ceremony at the East TN Veterans Memorial at World’s Fair
Park. Readings begin at 6:00 am. If you want to read, just show up between 6:00 and
11:00 am and get in line.

- American Legion Post 2’s Annual Memorial Day Ceremony will immediately follow the
“Reading of the Names” at the Veterans Memorial - at approximately 11:30 am.

- Memorial Day Celebration at Jefferson County Courthouse from 11am until 12pm.

- Knoxville National Veterans Cemetery on Tyson Street will hold their annual Memorial
Day Ceremony beginning at 11:00 am.

3JUN Flag pick up at Lyons View and John Sevier State Cemeteries (weather permitting)

3JUN Picnic for Veterans and Guests at Chilhowee Park hosted by VVVA Chapter 1078. Begins at
11:30. RSVP to vvalO78@gmail.com.

10 JUN Honoring our GSMNP Veterans at the Great Smoky Mountain Heritage Center in Townsend

begins at 11am.

13 JUN Women Veterans Day Dinner at American Legion Post 21 in Rogersville. RSVP to
knunan@Ics.net by 1 Jun.

For a complete listing of events, visit http://www.etmac.org and click events

ETMAC BUSINESS SESSION

Treasurer’s Report — Tim Thurston

Beginning Balance $21,074.86
Deposits including interest 703.28
EXxpenses 105.00

Ending Balance $21,673.14
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It is time to pay your 2023 Membership dues. You may pay online with a debit or credit card at this
link. https://www.etmac.org/resources/etmac-resources/membership-application/ or mail a check payable to
ETMAC to Patrice Collins at the Knoxville Chamber: 17 Market Square, #201, Knoxville, TN 37902.
Donations on our website are also appreciated.

President’s Report- Leslie Purser — Knoxville has been designated as a Purple Heart City. The Sargent Major of the
Army is visiting here Memorial Day Weekend to visit with the Knoxville Recruiting Unit. He is looking for an event
he can participate in on Sunday evening that weekend. There have been some minor changes to ETMAC By-Laws,
which were updated recently for the first time in decades; review as desired.

ETMAC News - Patrice Collins — With the command changes happening this summer, please let your
incoming commanders know about the awards we present at the luncheon to enlisted honorees, so they can
be prepared when we ask for those nominations. The 2023 ETMAC Veterans Appreciation and Awards
Luncheon will be held on Thursday, November 9, at the Airport Hilton. Tickets are $40 for individuals and
$400 for a table of 10.

Webmaster’s Report — Dent Young — no report

Janet Barnes with Humana — Pinning ceremony for Viet Nam veterans on 10 May from 1:30 until 2:20 at
Humana Neighborhood Center at 4438 Western Ave.

First Time Attendees

e Brenda Strassler with VOA

¢ Brandi Falconio with Standard Aero

e Kasey Anderson with TNARNG

e LTC Jared Powell with ETSU Army ROTC

e Dutch Murray with Vols of Honor

e Marisa Moazen with KCDC

¢ Daniel Blackburn with Veterans Pre-College Program

MILITARY UNIT UPDATES

3rd Regiment of the Tennessee State Guard — LTC Gary Phillips — Training set for this year and next
year to provide predictably able forces to respond to needs that arise.

1-100" Engineer Battalion — MAJ Matt Marshall — Done training for fiscal year. Business as usual this
summer.

119th Cyberspace Operations Squadron — Maj Ethan Frazier — Super drill going on currently.
LtCol Smith retiring. New security practices are coming out. AST planning is ongoing. They have an
open position.

1-230 Assault Helicopter Battalion — CPT Hulon Holmes — All rotary wing aircraft are grounded
pending inspection of the aircraft. New training is going on to try and mitigate future accidents.

134th Air Refueling Wing — Lt Col Travers Hurst — Col Brock is retiring and has already transitioned to
Y-12. 2 May hosted the Tennessee Governors Executive Institute. Col Brock’s retirement ceremony is
at 1500 on 6 May.

278th Armored Calvary Unit — CW3 Brian Culberson — Training ongoing, annual training coming up.

332nd Air Force Recruiting Squadron — MSgt Curtis Jones — unable to attend
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844th Engineering Battalion — CPT Brett DeHanas — unable to attend

Carson Newman Army ROTC — LTC Frances Young — graduating 4 cadets. 9 cadets going to summer
training. 18 new freshmen are coming this fall. GS8 position open.

Coast Guard Recruiting — ME1 Steven Bradshear — unable to attend

Coast Guard Auxiliary — Kevin Lindsay — unable to attend

D Co 4th Combat Engineer Battalion — Capt Shawn Balent — unable to attend.

ETSU Army ROTC — CPT Andrew J. Sepulveda — LTC Kent Monas is PCS’ing to FT Huachuca this
month. Incoming will be LTC Jared Powell in July. 11 cadets commissioning from ETSU and 6 from
the University of VA. Other staff changes this summer.

I.G. Brown Training and Education Center — Lt Col Jacob Corbett — spent a week of team building in
Northern Michigan. Also had a Dining In. 131 students on campus and another 60 virtual. PCS season is
ongoing.

Knoxville Recruiting Company (Army) — 1% SGT Lyons — unable to attend

Military Entrance Processing Station — LCDR Justin Bergman — 6 service members supported recent
Honor Air flight. Posting ceremonies on Facebook. In talks to allow family members to attend in person.
Planning retirement on 25 August for LCDR Bergman. CDR Harris is his replacement.

National Guard Recruiting and Retention BN — 1L T Daryl Jackson — unable to attend

Naval Reserve Center Knoxville — CDR Trier Kissell — nothing to report

Tennessee Wing, Civil Air Patrol — Col Dent Young - Is standing up their staff for the summer cadet
encampment hosted on the TEC campus July 4th Week. Tennessee Wing has been tasked with escorting
MQ-9 Reapers during June.

USCG Auxiliary Division 12 — unable to attend

UT Air Force ROTC — Lt Col Tony Estep — 41 cadets attended Gamma Cup and we won for the second
year. 6 May Military Ball with Brig Gen Brian Daniels as speaker. 9 May award ceremony. 20 May will
graduate 17 cadets. 3 incoming cadre.

UT Army ROTC — LTC Justin Howe — 56 incoming freshman cadets on scholarship between UTK and
UTC. 52 cadets attending summer training, along with cadre. 19 May will commission 14 cadets. 5 new
incoming cadre members.

VETERAN ORGANIZATIONS UPDATES

Air and Space Force Association —Dick Webber — 10 Apr: TN TAG brief (DoD StarBase Program—
very positive). 19 Apr: TN State House Visits (Blount Co & Anderson Co focus), Sen Art Swan (in
person), Rep Jerome Moon (office), Lt Gen Randy McNally (office), Rep Bryan Richey (office). 22
Apr: Cong Fleishman’s All Service Academy Day (Chattanooga).27 Apr: ASC (Air, Space, and
Cyberspace) Hosted by Blount Co Partnership (Maryville)1 May: MOH Dinner (two tables). 5

May: Armed Forces Luncheon (Chattanooga) Honoring the AF (Cong Fleischmann’s Table), Guest
speaker is Gen Duke Richardson, Cdr of AF Material Command.9 May: UT AFROTC (Det 800)
Awards Ceremony, Cadet of the Year presentation

Air Force Sergeant’s Association — Jamie Prince — unable to attend

American Legion Post 2 — Joleen Dewald — 2" annual Bike Blessing 13 May at 11am. 23 May Run for
the Wall. 19 May Dine to Donate at Texas Roadhouse at East Towne.

American Red Cross Knoxville — Niky Schiteanu — no report

Ben Atchley Veteran’s Home — Doug Ottinger — Have a few empty beds as well as have staff openings.

Bunker Labs — Derren Burrell — unable to attend




Captain Bill Robinson Vietnam Veterans of America Chapter 1078- Pat Polis — June 3 — All VVeterans
Picnic at Chilhowee Park, 11:30-2:00 — Bring family members.

CNS/Y-12 Serving our Service Members — Kristen Rawson - Enjoyed Medal of Honor Dinner. Heroes
and Horses. 27 May Memorial Day Walk at 7:30am at Roane County Courthouse. Veteran to Engineer
program. Reach out for details. Skillbridge program ongoing. Wardog Memorial on 15 July at 10am at
UT Vet Center.

Caris Health Care — Brenda Palmatier - unable to attend

Covenant Health Military Recognition Program — Cindy Winterberger — unable to attend

Disabled Veterans Chapter #24 — Dave Swanson — unable to attend

East Tennessee Veteran’s Honor Guard — Jim Mungenast — needs additional members to participate in
the Honor Guard.

East Tennessee Veterans Memorial Association — Joleen Dewald — Dinner was a great success. A few
copies of the speaker’s book are available. Also, coins are available. Monday 6 May 2024 will be the
next dinner. 29 May will be reading of the names at the Memorial beginning at sunrise. 6564 names will
be read. 10 new names will be engraved. Need 110 volunteers to read the names. Names will be read
rain or shine.

Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve (ESGR) - Steve Martin —Maryville College signed a
Statement of Support. Helped at the 134" Easter E%g hunt. We participated in a couple of human
resource events. Boss Lift on 18 May with the 134", Bruce Damrow was recognized at the national
level as Volunteer of the Year.

East Tennessee Women Veterans Network — Jessica Hodge — unable to attend

Frontline Gardens — Stephanie Trost — unable to attend

Helen Ross McNabb Veterans Services — Lou Danner — unable to attend

Honor Air - Joe Sutter —Flight 32 was a success. Great time in DC and huge welcome home at the
airport.

Humana — Janet Storm Barnes — Having a Vietnam Veterans Pinning Ceremony on 10 May.

Irreverent Warriors — Christine Shawhan - 4th Annual Silkies Hike downtown Knoxville on May 6th:
Register on Eventbrite: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/528033250667. Use the same link to volunteer,
must be 18 years old. All day — food and non-alcoholic drinks provided (breakfast, lunch, dinner,
snacks, oh my!) Be sure to follow our Facebook (IW Knoxville) or Instagram (iw.knoxville) pages for
more updates and events! 215 signed up so far,

James H Quillen VA Medical Center — Dean Borsos — Continuing to share information about PACT Act
for Veterans and are conducting screenings Information available at VA.gov/PACT or call 800/698-2411.
Joint Commission accredited the medical center. No ‘high’ category findings and no ‘widespread’
findings. They are hiring, contact 423/926-1171 ext. 7181 for details.

KCDC — Marisa Moazen — A new housing unit with 32 apartments being built for homeless veterans. More
information at mmoazen@kcdc.org.

Knights of Columbus, Monsignor Francis D. Grady Assembly 1083 — Jeff Brown - unable to attend

Knoxville Habitat for Heroes — Rick Garner unable to attend

Knox County Veteran Services Office — Tom Humphries — no update.
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Knoxville Regional Veterans Mental Health Council — Cindy Winterberger - Monthly meetings have
resumed. Anyone interested in attending, contact Cindy at cwinterb@covhlth.com

Knoxville Vet Center — Lyle Allen — Referrals are increasing.

Marine Corps League #924 — Susie Schmidt - Pistol Match May 6 @ Windrock Range. Car and Bike
Show May 13 @ New Midland Plaza in Alcoa. May 29 Stout Memorial Ceremony at Virtue Cemetery
@ 1100. Mud Run Sep 16.

194 Fleet Reserve Association — Eric Nash - unable to attend
MOAA — Bill Potter - unable to attend

Military Order of the World Wars (MOWW)/ Reserve Officers Assoc.— Bill Grieve — Preparing for
ROTC/JROTC medal presentation. Visit ROA.org for details.

Mountain Man Memorial March — Justin Howe — Great event this year with great partners. 850
registered this year. 51 Gold Star Families registered and 37 attended. Great feedback and continue to
improve the event.

ORNL/UT Battelle Veterans Group— Lisa Bollinger - Continue to hire veterans at the Lab. Also
participate in Skillbridge. Will have events for Memorial Day.

Pets for Vets — Heinz Lauer — unable to attend
STAR — Horses & Heroes Program —Chelsea Taylor - unable to attend

TN Department of Veteran Services — Knoxville Field Office — Charles McGhee — unable to attend

Tennessee Suicide Prevention Network — Emily Hager- unable to attend

The Lost Vets Rescue — unable to attend

United Veterans Council — Natalie Donahue - unable to attend

UT Army ROTC Alumni Council - Geoff Freeman — Golf event details in event section. This supports
scholarships. Also giving scholarships, which is what the golf event is for.

Veteran Heritage Site Foundation — Marilyn Childress — May 19 - placing flags in Cades Cove. June 10
@ 11:00 am - Honoring our Veterans in Great Smoky Mountains — location: Great Smoky Mountains
Heritage Center, 123 Cromwell Dr., Townsend TN. June 13 - Women Veterans dinner to be held at Post
21 in Rogersville starting at 6:30 pm, followed by speaker, Marilyn Childress. Please RSVP to
knunan@Ics.net by June 1. 8 July Veterans Appreciation Day at the Ramsey House. Details at
president@veteransheritagesite.org or 678/920-1989.

Veterans Mental Health Council — Cindy Winterberger — unable to attend

Veterans Pre-College Program — Daniel Blackburn — Supports veterans with a bachelor’s degree who are
pursuing their educational goals. They provide free school supplies, academic resources and career
guidance. For more information, contact 865/974-2132 or utkvub@utk.edu or dblack6@utk.edu.

VFW Post 5154 in Maryville — Neal Whetsel — no report

Volunteers of America — Brenda Strassler — new Stabilization Case Manager - contact information at
end of report. — no report

Vols of Honor — Dutch Murray — 1%t annual Vols of Honor Invitational 2-day event. Details in event
section.

Next ETMAC meeting is Thursday, June 1, 2023, at the Knoxville Chamber of
Commerce on Market Square.
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Any input or corrections, please contact Kim Spencer 865/661 9856 or
kim@yourplacetoflourish.com

ETMAC Board of Directors:
Leslie Purser, President C: 757/537-0734 purserjl@verizon.net

Geoff Freeman, Immediate Past President C: 843/743-5661_gafreeman@comcast.net
Jim Mungenast, Vice President C: 865/386-5859_ bamaforce@aol.com

Tim Thurston, Treasurer/Membership C: 210/540-4531 timthurston1972@gmail.com
Kim Spencer, Secretary C:865/661-9856 _kim@yourplacetoflourish.com

Patrice Collins, Board Member & ETMAC Administrator: C: 865/806-4487
pcollins@knoxvillechamber.com

Tom Humphries, Communications Dir W:865/215-5645 Thomas.humphries@knoxcounty.org
Cindy Winterberger, At Large Director W: 865/679-4754__cwinterb@covhlth.com

Pat Polis, At Large Director C: 865/659-4450_revpatS@comcast.net

Patti McGrew, At Large Director C: 865/335-6423 patty.mcgrew@veteransheritagesite.org
Lyle Allen, At Large Director C: 423/631-2048 W: 865/633-0000 x 4407 lyle.allen@va.gov
Christine Shawhan, At Large Director C: 682/365-7182 pcshawhan@yahoo.com

Robert Brown, ETMAC Calendar C: 865/458-0759_rl_brown@hotmail.com

Dent Young, Webmaster, C: 865/604-8621 W: 865/483-7467_387543@tncap.us

Unit and Veteran Organization Contact Information

ETMAC
www.ETMAC.org

American Job Center/State of TN Dept of Labor
https://www.tn.gov/workforce/jobs-and-education/services-by-group/services-by-group-redirect/job-
placement-for-veterans.html or www.jobs4tn.gov

American Legion
legionknox.com
https://www.facebook.com/Post2Knoxville/

American Red Cross
http://www.redcross.org/local/tennessee/local-chapters/east-tennessee
https://www.facebook.com/RedCrossTN/

Ben Atchley

http://www.tsvh.org/

https://www.facebook.com/TNStateVetreans/

Bunker Labs Knoxville
https://chapters.bunkerlabs.org/knoxville/

Captain Bill Robinson Vietnam Veterans of America Chapter 1078
http://www.vval078.org/
https://www.facebook.com/vvachapter1078knoxville/
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Combat Veterans Motorcycle Assoc 18-12
https://www.cvmal8-12.com/upcoming-gatherings.html
https://www.facebook.com/events/481217796399085

Disabled Veterans Chapter 24
https://www.dav.org

East Tennessee Veterans Memorial Association_https://etvma.org/
https://www.facebook.com/ETVMA/-

Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve (ESGR)
https://www.esgr.mil/About-ESGR/Contact/Local-State-Pages/Tennessee https://mwww.facebook.com/Tennessee-
ESGR-171685266196286/

Honor Air
http://www.honorairknoxville.com/
https://www.facebook.com/honorair/

Humana — Janet Storm Barnes 865/329-8892 jstorm-barnes@humana.com

KCDC — Marisa Moazen - mmoazen@Xkcdc.org

Knoxville Habitat for Heroes
https://knoxvillehabitatforhumanity.com/habitat-for-heroes/
https://www.facebook.com/KnoxvilleHabitatforHumanity/

Knights of Columbus Henry Usey 865-246-4413

Knoxville Regional Veterans Mental Health Council http://tnvhc.org/

Knox County Veteran Services Office_https://www.knoxcounty.org/veterans/ thomas.humphries@knoxcounty.org

Knoxville Vet Center - https://www.vetcenter.va.gov/

Lost Vets Rescue - thelostvetsrescue2022@gmail.com ; (865) 518-1012 ; https://thelostvets.org/

Marine Corps League -_http://www.mclknox.org/

Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) www.moaa.org

Military Order of the World Wars (MOWW) - www.moww.org

Mountain Man Memorial March
http://mountainmanmemorialmarch.com/
https://www.facebook.com/TheMountainManMemorialMarch/

Pets for Vets — Heinz Lauer ceclauer@gmail.com or 865/888-2754

Project Healing Waters FishingJoe.noe@projecthealingwaters.org 629-213-9707

Rolling Thunder http://www.rollingthundertn3.com/index.php/about-tn3/

United Veterans Council of East Tennessee, Inc.

https://m.facebook.com/pages/category/Nonprofit- Organization/The-United-Veterans-Council-of-East-
Tennessee-Inc- 1912897478820375/
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UT Army ROTC Alumni Council
http://alumni.utk.edu/s/1341/alumni/interior alumni.aspx?sid=1341&gid=2&pqid=7955
https://mww.facebook.com/UTKArmyROTC/

Veteran Heritage Site Foundation_http://veteransheritagesite.org/
https://www.facebook.com/VeteransHeritageSiteFoundation

Volunteers for Veterans - Noah Rempfer; nempfer@vols.utk.edu; 434.665.0679

Volunteers of America — Brenda Strassler 865/338-3372 brendas@voamid.org

Volunteer State Honor Guard http://www.milhonors.com

Y12 Servicing our Service Members (SOS) https://www.y12.doe.gov/ Bonnie Harlow (865) 406-4237
bonnie.harlow@pxy12.doe.gov and Christine Shawhan (865) 410-4815 christine.shawhan@pxy12.doe.gov



http://alumni.utk.edu/s/1341/alumni/interior_alumni.aspx?sid=1341&gid=2&pgid=7955
https://www.facebook.com/UTKArmyROTC/
http://veteransheritagesite.org/
https://www.facebook.com/VeteransHeritageSiteFoundation
mailto:nempfer@vols.utk.edu
mailto:brendas@voamid.org
http://www.milhonors.com/
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.y12.doe.gov_&d=DwMGaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=M6rw8DkS8ckkr25VWhA7cgQDg03lf9yoTg7xa0VgD-M&m=2ApkS6juqVa7PiCaquyHVYZK1pluG6d-lul08QbiHBY&s=oIkNwvsCzPDxJsh8MJ0yEfuy6ir2PLNwKCaEGs3Ew7A&e=
mailto:bonnie.harlow@pxy12.doe.gov
mailto:christine.shawhan@pxy12.doe.gov

