
November 24, 2008 
 
Dear Mr. Akins, 
 
Below you will find the meeting summary from the November 6th ETMAC meeting.  My apologies 
for the lateness in getting this out to you, but Jack Davis and I had a computer glitch and I 
never received them; therefore, “out of sight-out of mind.” I didn’t realize it until late last week, 
so once again my apologies. 
 
I hope you have a very Happy and Safe Thanksgiving!! 
 
Regards, 
 
Patrice Collins 
Economic Development Assistant 
Knoxville Chamber 
865-637-4550 

 
ETMAC November 2008 Meeting Summary 

 
Upcoming Meetings and Events 

 
10NOV: Veterans Day Chapel Service - Christian Academy of Knoxville-0900HS - 
Master of Ceremonies Senator 
  Tim Burchett - 690-1721 - cakwarriors.com 
11NOV: Veterans Day Parade - Parade Participation: Gene Bayless, 
bgbayless@comcast.net, Parade and media    inquiries: Joseph Mazzola, 
legionnairejoe@comcast.net 
11NOV: Veterans Day Luncheon, 1230HRS @ The Foundry-World’s Fair Park 
  Speaker - Colonel Miles Burdine, U.S. Marine Corps 
14NOV: Air Force ROTC - Dining out - River Boat - Speaker Col John McCain 
15NOV: 1100HRS Dedication Ceremony-East Tennessee Veterans Memorial 
  World’s Fair Park - WBIR will show the event live and again at 1900HRS 
15NOV: 0800HRS - Road March for Warriors - 3 locations around Knoxville- 
motorcycle rally - goal to support a    broad range of Veteran’s causes 
across East Tennessee - Bob Dewald 
17NOV: 1700-2100HRS - Golden Corral -Veteran and Active Duty Personnel-Free 
Buffet and drink - show Military ID   Restaurant is on Clinton Highway 
4DEC: ETMAC Meeting -0830HRS-Knoxville Chamber of Commerce Offices, 17 
Market Square 

 
Stay current by checking ETMAC.org  

 
 



Welcome & Introductions 
 

The meeting was held on Thursday, 6NOV at the Knoxville Chamber Offices at 17 Market 
Square, Jack Davis presiding. A total of 49 members and guests were present.  The 
Summary of the October meeting was approved. Treasurer Carl G. Newby’s report 
shows a balance of $11,080.88.   

 
Discussion Items 

 
Veterans Day Parade (Bayless/Mazzola/Everett) 
A total of ninety units will be participating.  A total of nine bands will be participating. 
WBIR will screen the parade in real time with John Becker on the ground.  It will be 
available for viewing by deployed servicemen and women as well as by students in our 
schools.   
Veterans Day Luncheon (Collins) 
Registrations to attend currently total 420.  We will be recognizing twelve enlisted 
honorees nominated by their respective units and two Senior ROTC Recipients with $600 
each from the Jack K. Westbrook ROTC Scholarship Fund.  The Mayors of Knoxville and 
Knox County will jointly present a Proclamation honoring BGen Bud Bacon.  
HonorAir (Sutter/Coffman) 
The flights for 11OCT and 29OCT for WWII Veterans to visit the WWII Memorial in 
Washington D.C. took place.  Each flight had about 100 Veterans.  Each flight costs 
about $60-70,000 at no cost to the Veterans.  The next flight will be this coming spring 
if funding can be secured.  
East Tennessee Veterans Memorial Association (ETVMA) (Crawford/Lath) 
The Memorial is complete.  It will be lighted at night. By all accounts it is a fitting and 
solemn and beautiful tribute to our fallen Veterans. The Dedication Ceremony will be 
held at 1100HRS on Saturday, 15NOV.  
Ben Atchley State Veterans Home (Bayless) 
If a Veteran is going to need rehab after an operation they are invited to check on the 
availability of a room here.   Arrangements have been made for several residents to be 
in the Veterans Day parade.  
Office of the Chief, Army Reserve (Dyess)  
Approximately 40% of the ARNG are combat veterans and approximately 30% of the 
USAR are combat veterans.  It is truly one army.   
Road March for Warriors (Dewald) 
Registration starts at Smokies Baseball Park at 0800HRS.  Kickstands up at 0930HRS 
and ride to Worlds Fair Park and then on to Wild Wing Café off Campbell Station Road 
behind Cracker Barrel.   
Operation Never Forget 
Purpose is to create memorial busts of every service member killed in theatre in Iraq 
and Afghanistan.  The family is contacted to ascertain if they are comfortable with 
having this done.  The family then determines where the bust will be displayed. 



Knox County Veterans Service Officer Report (Jones) 
The office handled 153 phone inquiries and 38 office visits from veterans seeking 
information and assistance and made three visits to nursing homes. 
Web Site (Godel) 
There were 2,446 visitors to the ETMAC web site in OCT.  The Calendar draws a lot of 
attention as it provides information on Military related events upcoming in our area.  A 
great deal of information was downloaded on hits from China.    
Military Entrance Processing Station (MEPS) (Neeley) 
A total of 9,632 tests were administered last year and 4,691 physical tests were 
administered.  The economic impact to the community was estimated at $4.5 million.  
The Center for the Study of War and Society 
The center at the University of Tennessee is facing budget cuts on funds provided from 
the state.  
Past President 
Our condolences go out to the family of J. Winston Martin (Col, USAF, Ret) age 79 who 
passed away 21OCT.  Col Martin was the first President of ETMAC. 
I.G. Brown Training and Education Center-(TEC) (Waggett) 
Plans are for all 166 students to attend the Veterans Day Parade. 
U.S. Army Senior ROTC Unit (Haynes) 
The Ranger team placed fifth in annual competition with other Senior ROTC units.    
U.S. Air Force Senior ROTC Unit (Angle) 
The Unit is providing the Color Guard at the UT Basketball games. 
Military Unit Activity  
Units and individual soldiers continue to be deployed on a regular schedule from all 
installations and services in our area and to return from deployment.  In addition  the 
units continue to train and to support community activities with their resources, to 
include the Veterans Day Parade.    
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 


