
EAST TENNESSEE MILITARY AFFAIRS COUNCIL 
 

November 5, 2009 MEETING SUMMARY 
 

UPCOMING MEETINGS AND EVENTS 
 
 
NOVEMBER 9th  Veterans Day Celebration at the O’Connor Senior Center (611 Winona St) at 9:30 

am. Will include a Color Guard flag presentation, musical tributes and USO 
refreshments. Afterward, there will be a formal wreath presentation at the East 
Tennessee Veterans Memorial. 

 
NOVEMBER 11th  The East Tennessee Veterans Memorial Association will have a dedication 

ceremony to honor and to celebrate the life of Brigadier General Walter J. “Bud” 
Bacon followed by a ceremony to add 19 names to the memorial at 9 am. 

 
NOVEMBER 11th  Knoxville’s 84th Veterans Day Parade sponsored by The American Legion 

Knoxville Post 2.  The parade will begin at 10:45 am. Groups interested in 
participating in the parade please check out the American Legion Post 2 website 
http://legionknox.org/html/annual_parade.html for the application. This year’s 
parade will highlight POW/MIA and the service being honored is the Navy. 

 
NOVEMBER 11th  The East Tennessee Military Affairs Council 27th Annual Awards and Recognition 

Luncheon will be at 12:30 pm at The Foundry at the World’s Fair Site. For more 
information contact Patrice Collins at 637-4550 or 
pcollins@knoxvillechamber.com for more details. SOLD OUT 

 
NOVEMBER 11th East Tennessee State Veterans Cemetery Veterans Day Program at 2:00 pm. Eddie 

Mannis of HonorAir Knoxville will be the guest speaker.  
 
NOVEMBER 11th  UT Army ROTC cadets will be at the Ben Atchley State Veterans Nursing Home at 

2:30 pm to deliver small plants courtesy of the Knox County Mayor’s office. 
 
NOVEMBER 11th  Applebee’s offers free meal to all Veterans and active duty military personnel. For 

more information go to www.applebees.com/vetsday 
 
NOVEMBER 11th   “Sweet Land of Liberty” a multimedia musical work will be presented at 

Middlebrook Pike United Methodist Church (located on the corner of Vanosdale 
Dr. and Middlebrook Pike) at 6:45 pm. This program will be narrated by Hallerin 
Hilton Hill. For more information, call 690-8641. 

 
NOVEMBER 14th  The Marine Corps Birthday Ball will be at the Crowne Plaza Hotel. Cocktails 

starting at 5 pm and the doors open at 6 pm. The cost is $20. 
 
 
NOVEMBER 16th  The Disabled American Veterans will have a dedication to add a new van to their 

transportation network at 2:00 pm at the VA annex building, 1557 Downtown 
West. If you would like to attend please RSVP Linda Bailey at 
linda.bailey2@va.gov 

 
 



NOVEMBER 16th  Golden Corral’s 9th annual Military Appreciation Monday dinner will be held from 
5:00 pm to 9:00 pm. For more information go to www.goldencorral.com/military/ 

 
 
APRIL 17th  The 26.2 mile Mountain Man March in memory of 1LT Frank Walkup will be held 

in Gatlinburg, TN. 
 
STAY CURRENT:  WWW.ETMAC.ORG 
 
 
WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS: 
 
The meeting of the East Tennessee Military Affairs Council was held on Thursday, November 5th at the 
Knoxville Chamber, Joseph Mazzola presiding. A total of 53 members and guests were present. The 
summary of the October meeting was approved. The treasurer’s report shows an end of the month balance 
as of October 31st of $13,230.47.  
 
DISCUSSION ITEMS: 
 
East Tennessee Veterans Memorial Association (John Romeiser): On November 11, 2009 at 9 am 
there will be dedication to honor and to celebrate the life of Brigadier General Walter J. “Bud” Bacon 
followed by a small ceremony to add 19 new names to the memorial. These events will be hosted by John 
Becker of WBIR.  
 
Honor Air (Joe Sutter): Honor Air Flight #6 happened on October 17th, 2009. Over 650 WWII Veterans 
have now flown with Honor Air Knoxville to see the WWII memorial in Washington, D.C. Honor Air 
Knoxville flight #7 will be on April 28th, 2010. For more information go to www.honorairknoxville.com    
 
Ben Atchley State Veterans Home (Taylor Wyrick): Residents will take part in the Veterans Day 
Parade and also the Veterans Day Luncheon. Also on Veterans Day, UT Army ROTC cadets will be at the 
Veterans Home at 2:30 to give each resident a small plant courtesy of the Knox County Mayor’s office. 
Everyone is encouraged to visit the Veterans home and take the opportunity to meet the residents. Any 
groups that are interested in doing a presentation for the residents please call the Activities Director at 
862-8100. 
 
Web Site (Laimon Godel): Last months web-site activity had 2,028 visitors with an average of 65 
visitors a day. If any organizations have a public newsletter they want distributed, please send it to 
Laimon Godel at webmaster@godel.com 
 
American Red Cross (Jess Hernandez):.The Knoxville Chapter received a new grant and is looking for 
military and Veteran programs that are self-sustaining and would be able to continue after the grant runs 
out. A free class called “Coping with Deployments” to support families of those being deployed is being 
offered by the American Red Cross. If you’re interested, please email Jess Hernandez at 
jessh@knoxarc.org 
 
Veterans Day Parade (Gene Bayless): The 84th annual Veterans Day Parade will have approx. 100 
entries. This year’s parade will highlight POW/MIA and the service being honored is the Navy. The 
parade will be televised on WBIR 10 News 2 and radio on WIVK.  
 
 
 
 



 
Veterans Day Luncheon (Patrice Collins): The East Tennessee Military Affairs Council 27th Annual 
Awards and Recognition Luncheon will host 492 people on Wednesday, November 11th at 12:30 pm at 
The Foundry at the World’s Fair Site. The guest speaker will be Rear Admiral Kendall L. Card, Director 
of Concepts, Strategies, and Integration (N2/N6F). Contact Patrice Collins at 637-4550 or 
pcollins@knoxvillechamber.com for more details. The luncheon is SOLD OUT. 
 
Veterans Stand Down (Virgil Young): The stand down was held on October 16th, the Parkwest Church 
of God (7635 Middlebrook Pike). Approx. 134 Veterans, including 12 women were seen at the stand 
down.  
 
MILITARY UNIT ACTIVITY 
 
UT Air Force ROTC (Maj Shawn Kitchin): They recently hosted the Secretary of the Air Force, 
Michael B. Donley. On November 13th, the ROTC will have their “Dining Out”. Formal invitations will 
be sent out. The guest speaker will be Lt. General Frank Klotz, Commander Air Force Global Strike 
Command.  They have 3 cadets that will be graduating at the end of the semester. 
 
UT Army ROTC (Captain Charlene Lombardi): They had a top 10 finish in the Army Ranger 
Challenge. On Veterans Day, their cadets will be handing out plants to the residents at the Ben Atchley 
State Veterans home. The next 26.2 mile Mountain Man March in memory of 1LT Frank Walkup will be 
April 17th, 2010 in Gatlinburg, TN.  
 
Military Entrance Processing Station (Captain Mariann Butler): The Knoxville MEPS recently 
received an “excellent” for the 4th quarter.  MEPS supported Honor Air with an Honor Guard on October 
17th, 2009. 
 
134th ANG Air Refueling Station (Lt. Matthew Bailey): On October 26th, they broke ground on a new 
squadron operations building and it is on schedule to be completed in June, 2011. On November 3rd, they 
had a retirement luncheon for Major General Gus Hargett. In January 2010, they will be deploying 
security forces to Iraq.  
 
I.G. Brown Training and Education Center (Col Richard Howard): The case lot sale will go on from 
November 6th through the 8th from 8:00 am to 5:00 pm. General Craig McKinley will be hosting a Joint 
Senior Leaders conference in Washington, D.C. ETMAC Vice President; MG (ret) Jack D’Araujo will 
attend this conference. The NCO Academy is growing and over the next year 750 Air Force NCOs will go 
through the program. They will add 15 Air Force personnel to the staff.  
 
844th Engineering Battalion (SGT Hargett): A letter from Colonel Roth was read. The 844th currently 
has 356 soldiers deployed in Iraq. Dr. Wasmond of Living Legacy International is heading up “Operation 
Shoe Box III” which sends care packages to our troops in Iraq and Afghanistan. There will be a Christmas 
party during the first weekend in December for the families of those deployed with the 844th. Each 
Thursday afternoon Gunner from WIVK hosts “Voices from the Front” with Colonel Roth and other 
members of the 844th. Anyone interested in emailing Colonel Roth please email SGT Josh Richardson at 
joshua.richardson1@usar.army.mil and he will forward it directly to Colonel Roth.  
 
119th Command and Control Squadron (2nd Lt Mark Farley): Recently had 6th exercise this year and 
received an “excellent”. On October 17th, 2009 they supported the Honor Air flight and welcomed them 
back. They have 3 major construction projects going on right now which include installing a 
communication platform, an electromagnetic pulse power facility, and a crew briefing room. 
 



Navy Reserve Center (Commander Greg Jones): The 2010 Navy Ball will be held on October 2nd. 
Recently 40 Seabees returned from Iraq. On June 10th, 2010 they will hold their family support and 
recognition day. 
 
489th Civil Affairs Company (Major Faulkner): On December 13th, they will be having a Yellow 
Ribbon event for the families before the unit returns. Once the unit returns in December, it will be the first 
time in approx 6 years that they don’t have a unit deployed. 
 
Marines, Company D, 4th Combat Engineer Battalion: The Marine Corp. Ball will be held on 
November 14th, 2009. 
 
ESGR (Jack D’Araujo): ESGR will be supporting the 278th as they prepare to depart. On December 5th 
and 6th there will be a community farewell at 43 armories in the state of Tennessee for the 278th.   
 
National Alliance on Mental Illness (Monty Wright):  NAMI offers a program to give back to Veterans 
to help them get back to a normal life. For more information, please contact Rebecca Gill, East TN 
Regional Coordinator at 805-3458. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Nathan Weinbaum, Secretary 
East Tennessee Military Affairs Council  
nathan.weinbaum@knoxcounty.org 
 
 
 
 
 


