
ETMAC October 2008 Meeting Summary 
 
Upcoming Meetings and Events 
6OCT-Royal Oaks Golf Course-AFA- 1st Annual Brig Gen Bud Bacon Memorial Golf 
 Tourney, 1130HRS Registration and Lunch-1230HRS Shotgun Start-$65- Mail 
checks to Marty Coffman, 1602 Staffwood Rd., 37922-(693-5744) 
8OCT-MOWW Meeting-Mama Blues-Former Ryans Steak House at Kingston Pike 
 and Sherlake-noon 
11OCT-Honor Air Flight 
29OCT-Honor Air Flight 
6NOV-ETMAC Meeting -0830HRS-Knoxville Chamber of Commerce Offices,  Market 
Square 
1NOV-Navy Birthday Ball, Knoxville Convention Center, 1800HRS Cocktails , 
 1900HRS Dinner/Speaker, $30 E1-E6, $35 E7-03, 04 $40 and above, 
 Contact Susie Cataldi, scataldi51@yahoo.com, 966-4677 or  
 Greg 924-0219 
11NOV Veterans Day Parade- Parade Participation: Gene Bayless, 
 bgbayless@comcast.net, Parade and media inquiries: Joseph Mazzola, 
 legionnairejoe@comcast.net 
11NOV Veterans Day Luncheon, 1230HRS- The Foundry-World’s Fair Park –
 Speaker Colonel Miles Burdine, U.S. Marine Corps-first person account of 
 truck bombing of Marine Barracks in Beirut in 1983 
14NOV-Air Force ROTC -Dining out-River Boat-Speaker Major General Windell 
 Griffen 
15NOV-1100HRS Dedication Ceremony-East Tennessee Veterans Memorial-World’s 
 Fair Park-WBIR will show the event live and again at 1900HRS 
15NOV-0800HRS- Road March for Warriors-3 locations around Knoxville-
 motorcycle rally -goal to support a broad range of Veteran’s causes across  East 
Tennessee- Bob Dewald, rcd@thedewalds.org 
17NOV-1800-2100HRS-Golden Corral & Disabled American Veterans-Nationwide 
 Recognition of Veterans -Veteran and Active Duty Personnel-Free Buffet  and 
drink-Military ID Required-Restaurant is on Clinton Highway 

Stay current by checking ETMAC.org  
 

  Welcome & Introductions 
The meeting was held on Thursday, 2OCT at the Knoxville Area Chamber Partnership 
Offices at 17 Market Square, Jack Davis presiding. A total of 27 members and guests 
were present.  The Summary of the September meeting was approved. Treasurer Carl G. 
Newby’s reported a balance of $6,320.55 on 30SEP.   

 
Discussion Items   

Veterans Day Luncheon 
Our speaker will be Colonel Miles Burdine.  Col. Burdine was a Marine 1lt in Beirut 
when the truck bombing of the Marine Barracks in 1983 occurred.  This year marks the 
25th Anniversary of the event.  Col. Burdine will be talking about his experience that day 



and the plans for the Anniversary.   ETMAC is preparing a draft Proclamation for use by 
the Mayor’s Office for honoring BGen Bud Bacon at the Luncheon.  
Veterans Day Parade 
So far 35 organizations have responded to the invitation to participate, which already 
ensures a big parade.  WBIR will screen the parade in real time with John Becker on the 
ground.  It will be available world wide for viewing.  An invitation will be extended to 
Col. Burdine to also be the Reviewing Officer for the Parade.  Congressman Duncan 
asked if was possible for more children to attend the parade.  In response a special effort 
is being made to make area schools aware of the parade schedule.  At 1100HRS the 
parade will pause in front of the Reviewing Stand at Wall Avenue for Honors.    
HonorAir (Coffman) 
The flights for 11OCT and 29OCT for WWII Veterans to visit the WWII Memorial in 
Washington D.C. are all set.  Woodmen of the World will be providing flags for those at 
the airport to join in the welcome back home.  
Air Force Association (AFA) 
Joe Sutter, Past President, ETMAC has been named National President of AFA.  
East Tennessee Veterans Memorial Association (ETVMA) (Crawford/Lath) 
A photograph was passed around showing soldiers boarding a train at the L&N Station 
during WWI.  The flag pole and bell have been installed.   ETVMA is requesting 
donations for four wreaths for the dedication.  Each wreath will be on a stand and marked 
with the four freedoms.   Also need five uniformed flag bearers representing each of the 
armed services.  Also need a person to portray a WWI soldier. In response to a request 
from ETVMA Joe Mazzola is still seeking veterans from WWII, Korea, Viet Nam and 
Iraq to participate in the Dedication Ceremony.  The participants will have been awarded 
a purple heart and will be available to practice for the ceremony and of course attend that 
day.  
Ben Atchley State Veterans Home (Bayless) 
A group of Veterans from the Home will be in the Veterans Day Parade.  $200,000 has 
been authorized to expand the parking lot. 
Office of the Chief, Army Reserve (Dyess)  
A partnership agreement is being developed with several area Police Departments to 
foster participation in the Ready Reserves.   
Major General Charles Gorton (USAR) is planning to attend the Veterans Day Luncheon. 
He is the Commander of the 81st Regional Support Command, Fort Jackson, S.C. 
Road March for Warriors (Dewald) 
The event starts at Smokies Park at 0800HRS on 15NOV.  Participants are asked  for a 
donation of $15 for motorcycle riders and $10 for non-riders plus an item(s) to be 
distributed to Veterans in area Nursing Homes.  Funds will be used to support a broad 
range of Veterans causes across East Tennessee including half to ETVMA.  The more 
than 1,000 attendees should be noticeable throughout the city. Booths will have 
information on Veterans Benefits. (roadmarchforwarriors.com) 
Knox County Veterans Service Officer Report (Jones) 
The office handled 173 phone inquiries and 30 office visits from veterans seeking 
information and assistance and made three visits to nursing homes. 
Web Site (Godel) 



There were 2,470 visitors to the ETMAC web site in SEP. Hits from other countries 
include Canada, Russian Federation, France, Sweden and China.   
Military Entrance Processing Station (MEPS) (Neeley) 
MEPS will be providing an Honor Guard for the returning HonorAir Flights.  All services 
continue to meet their recruiting goals for the year.   
U.S. Army Senior ROTC Unit (Haynes) 
A total of 130 Cadets are enrolled on the Knoxville Campus and another 42 on the 
Chattanooga Campus.  The Senior Army ROTC Program was instituted on the 
Chattanooga Campus in 2007. 
U.S. Air Force Senior ROTC Unit (Angle) 
Major General Windell Griffen will be the speaker at the AF Dining Out event on 
14NOV 
Military Unit Activity  
Units and individual soldiers continue to be deployed on a regular schedule from all 
installations and services in our area.  Multiple deployments are more the norm now.  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


