
EAST TENNESSEE MILITARY AFFAIRS COUNCIL 
 

OCTOBER 1, 2009 MEETING SUMMARY 
 

UPCOMING MEETINGS AND EVENTS 
 
OCTOBER 16th  Veterans Stand Down. The Parkwest Church of God (7635 Middlebrook Pike) will 

host the one-day stand down. Volunteers are needed. More details will soon be 
posted at kavsd.org/KAVSD.html 

 
OCTOBER 17th  Honor Air will make its 7th flight to Washington D.C. To welcome home our WWII 

Veterans, please be at the McGhee Tyson Airport before 7 p.m. For more info go to   
www.honorairknoxville.com    

 
OCTOBER 19th  The 2nd Annual Brig Gen Bud Bacon Memorial Golf Tournament will be at Royal 

Oaks CC in Maryville, TN. Proceeds will benefit AFA’s education programs. 
Download the flyer at http://www.etmac.org/html/breaking_news.htm 

 
OCTOBER 24th  Knoxville Ice Bears “Pride in America” Day. Knoxville Ice Bears vs. Huntsville 

Havoc 
 
NOVEMBER 11th  The East Tennessee Veterans Memorial Association will have a ceremony to add 

19 names to the memorial at 9 am. 
 
NOVEMBER 11th  Knoxville’s 84th Veterans Day Parade sponsored by The American Legion 

Knoxville Post 2.  Groups interested in participating in the parade please check out 
the American Legion Post 2 website http://legionknox.org/html/annual_parade.html 
for the application. This year’s parade will highlight POW/MIA and the service 
being honored is the Navy. 

 
NOVEMBER 11th  The East Tennessee Military Affairs Council 27th Annual Awards and Recognition 

Luncheon will be at 12:30 pm at The Foundry at the World’s Fair Site. Please make 
reservations by Thursday, November 5th. Cost is $25 per person or $250 for a table 
of 10. Contact Patrice Collins at 637-4550 or pcollins@knoxvillechamber.com for 
more details. 

 
NOVEMBER 14th  The Marine Corps Birthday Ball will be at the Crowne Plaza Hotel. Cocktails 

starting at 5 pm and the doors open at 6 pm. The cost is $20. 
 
APRIL 17th  The 26.2 mile Mountain Man March in memory of 1LT Frank Walkup will be held 

in Gatlinburg, TN. 
 
STAY CURRENT:  WWW.ETMAC.ORG 
 
 
WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS: 
 
The meeting of the East Tennessee Military Affairs Council was held on Thursday, October 1st at the 
Knoxville Chamber, Joseph Mazzola presiding. A total of 45 members and guests were present. The 
summary of the September meeting was approved. The treasurer’s report shows an end of the month 
balance as of September 30th of $7,890.13.  



 
DISCUSSION ITEMS: 
 
East Tennessee Veterans Memorial Association (Joe Mazzola): The memorial flew the POW/MIA 
flag during “POW/MIA Remembrance Week”. On November 11, 2009 at 9 am there will be a small 
ceremony to add 19 new names to the memorial. If anyone who visits the memorial finds any problems 
with the kiosks, appearance of the memorial or the grounds, please call Mike Crawford at 525-1251. 
 
Honor Air (Sam Hardman): The next Honor Air Flight will be on October 17th, 2009. Honor Air 
Knoxville has updated its webpage. Check it out at www.honorairknoxville.com    
 
Ben Atchley State Veterans Home (Ed Harries): Everyone is encouraged to visit the Veterans home 
and take the opportunity to meet the residents. Any groups that are interested in doing a presentation for 
the residents please call the Activities Director at 862-8100. 
 
Knox County Veterans Service Office (Chuck Jones): The Veterans Service office served 106 
Veterans in the office and answered 129 phone calls regarding VA benefits in September 2009. They also 
provided outreach to the community.   
 
Web Site (Laimon Godel): Last months web-site activity had 2,783 visitors with an average of 92 
visitors a day. If any organizations have a public newsletter they want distributed, please send it to 
Laimon Godel at webmaster@godel.com 
 
Air Force Association (Jim Mungenast): The 2nd Annual Brig Gen Bud Bacon Memorial Golf 
Tournament will be on October 19th at Royal Oaks CC in Maryville, TN. Proceeds will benefit AFA’s 
education programs. Download the flyer at http://www.etmac.org/html/breaking_news.htm 
 
Post 9/11 GI Bill (Joe Mazzola): Secretary of Veterans Affairs Eric K. Shinseki announced that on 
Friday, Oct. 2, VA's 57 regional benefits offices will begin providing on-the-spot emergency payments up 
to $3,000 to students who have applied for their education benefits but who have not yet received a 
government payment. A list of the participating VA offices is available at 
http://www2.va.gov/directory/guide/division_flsh.asp?dnum=3. 
 
American Red Cross (Jess Hernandez):.The Knoxville Chapter will possibly receive a new grant for 
approximately $80,000 and is looking for military and Veteran programs that are self-sustaining and 
would be able to continue after the grant runs out. A free class called “Coping with Deployments” to 
support families of those being deployed is being offered by the American Red Cross. If you’re interested, 
please email Jess Hernandez at jessh@knoxarc.org 
 
Veterans Day Parade (Joe Mazzola): Groups interested in participating in the parade please check out 
the American Legion Post 2 website http://legionknox.org/html/annual_parade.html for the application. 
This year’s parade will highlight POW/MIA and the service being honored is the Navy. The parade will 
be televised on WBIR 10 News 2 and radio on WIVK.  
 
Veterans Day Luncheon (Patrice Collins): The East Tennessee Military Affairs Council 27th Annual 
Awards and Recognition Luncheon will be Wednesday, November 11th at 12:30 pm at The Foundry at the 
World’s Fair Site. The guest speaker will be Vice Admiral Harry B. Harris, Jr., Deputy Chief of Naval 
Operations for Communication Networks (OPNAV 16). Please make reservations by Thursday, 
November 5th. Cost is $25 per person or $250 for a table of 10. Contact Patrice Collins at 637-4550 or 
pcollins@knoxvillechamber.com for more details. 
 



Veterans Stand Down (Virgil Young): On October 16th, the Parkwest Church of God (7635 
Middlebrook Pike) will host the one-day stand down. Volunteers are needed. Go to 
kavsd.org/KAVSD.html for more information. 
 
Marine Corps League Mud Run Results (Laimon Godel): In conjunction with Company D, 4th 
Combat Engineer Battalion, the 2009 Mud Run was held on September 19th, 2009 at Melton Hill Park. Go 
to mclknox.org/html/mud_run_2009.shtml for full results. Please let Laimon know if you are interested in 
sponsoring a team for the 2010 race. 
 
Marine Corps Birthday Ball (Joe Eddlemon): November 14th at the Crowne Plaza Hotel. Cocktails 
starting at 5 pm and the doors open at 6 pm. The cost is $20.  
 
Knoxville Ice Bears “Pride in America” Day: Knoxville Ice Bears vs. Huntsville Havoc on Saturday 
October 24, 2009. 
 
MILITARY UNIT ACTIVITY 
 
UT Air Force ROTC (Lt. Col Angle): On November 13th, the ROTC will have their “Dining Out”. 
Formal invitations will be sent out. The guest speaker will be Lt. General Frank Klotz, Commander Air 
Force Global Strike Command.  They will be having a career day on November 24th.  
 
UT Army ROTC (LTC David Leach): The next 26.2 mile Mountain Man March in memory of 1LT 
Frank Walkup will be April 17th, 2010 in Gatlinburg, TN. On November 21st, the University of Tennessee 
has agreed to fly the POW/MIA flag at Neyland Stadium as the Vols will be playing Vanderbilt.  
 
Military Entrance Processing Station (Lt Commander Neely): The Army recruiting office was #1 in 
the battalion and will completing with four other battalions in the nation for the top spot. MEPS will be 
supporting Honor Air with an Honor Guard.  
 
I.G. Brown Training and Education Center (Col Bradley McRee): The NCO Academy is growing 
and over the next year 750 Air Force NCOs will go through the program. They will add 15 Air Force 
personnel to the staff.  
 
844th Engineering Battalion (SGT Josh Richardson): There is a one month backlog on current missions 
in Iraq. There will be a Christmas party during the first weekend in December for the families of those 
deployed with the 844th. Anyone interested in emailing Colonel Roth please email SGT Josh Richardson 
at joshua.richardson1@usar.army.mil and he will forward it directly to Colonel Roth.  
 
119th Command and Control Squadron (Lt Col Evans): The 119th continues to grow and just recently 
went over 200 personnel in manning and will reach 211 personnel. They have 3 major construction 
projects going on right now which include installing a communication platform, an electromagnetic pulse 
power facility, and a crew briefing room. 
 
Navy Reserve Center (Commander Greg Jones): Currently there are 58 reservists serving in Iraq. If 
any unit wants to participate in the Veterans Day Parade along side the Navy Reserve Center, please 
contact Commander Jones at 865-545-4720. 
 
Marine Reserve Company D, 4th Combat Engineer Battalion (Captain Joseph Easterling): The Toys 
for Tots Program collects new, unwrapped toys during October, November and December each year, and 
distribute those toys as Christmas gifts to needy children in the community in which the campaign is 
conducted. If you know of any businesses who would like to have box put in front of their store for “Toys 
for Tots” please contact Sgt Bivens at the Marine Reserve Center.  



 
ESGR (John Dyess): ESGR continues to support the 278th and 844th with soldier readiness programs. 
Anyone who knows of people or organizations that support our guard and reserves in the area contact 
John Dyess at tnesgr@hotmail.com ESGR will have 3 tables at the upcoming Veterans Day luncheon and 
are looking for guests who can influence public perception of our guard and reserve.  
 
AMVETS Riders (Bruce McElhaney): AMVETS Riders have adopted the program “Camp Hope”. The 
camp is located in Farmington, MO. The founder, Mike White, created this camp after his son Chris was 
killed in Iraq on June 20, 2006. Camp Hope is dedicated to providing the resources for our veterans to 
again enjoy outdoor activities. The goal of Camp Hope is to construct a completely handicapped lodge 
where veterans may participate in hunting, fishing, canoeing, skeet shooting, hiking and relaxing in a 
peaceful setting. For more information go to camphoperiders.org or www.chrisnealfarm.com 
 
National Alliance on Mental Illness (Monty Wright):  Our mission is to help all veterans especially 
those coming back from the Middle Eastern Theater to give them strength, hope and recovery. For more 
information, please contact Rebecca Gill, East TN Regional Coordinator at 805-3458. 
 
Full Scale Exercise of the Airport Emergency Plan (John Dyess): On October 24, 2009 volunteers will 
be needed to assist with the Airport Triennial Full Scale Exercise of the Airport Emergency Plan. Please 
contact Barbara Easterday at 342-3045 or Connie Grindstaff at 342-3044 if you’re interested. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Nathan Weinbaum, Secretary 
East Tennessee Military Affairs Council  
nathan.weinbaum@knoxcounty.org 
 
 
 
 
 


