
 
 

EAST TENNESSEE MILITARY AFFAIRS COUNCIL 
October 1, 2020, Virtual Meeting held via zoom with Unit Commanders 

and Veteran Organization leaders.   
 

 
Upcoming Events: Please note that many events have been cancelled. I left the ones that I have not heard specifically 
about. Please check on them before attending. For events that have been rescheduled, the new projected date is shown. 

 
Postponed   ESA is hosting a dinner to honor Women Veterans at Susannah’s House 923 Dameron Ave Knoxville at  6pm. 
Call 865/250-4863 to RSV 
 
17 Oct Expungement Clinics in Cocke and Jefferson Counties  

 

17 Oct 4th Annual Veterans Heritage Ridge Run at Lincoln Park Technology Trade Center 535 Chicamauga Ave 
Knoxville at 9am ridgerun@veteransheritagesite.org 

30 Oct  ETVMA Annual Clay Shoot at Chilhowee Sportsman Club  
 

**ALL OF THE SATURDAY FREE VETERAN BREAKFASTS HAVE BEEN CANCELLED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE. We 
will let you know when the United Veterans Council resumes these important social gatherings for our military and veterans. 

 
** Cancelled until further notice: Every Wednesday – Combat Coffee Hour for all veterans 7:30am at the Knoxville Vet 
Center 1645 Downtown West Blvd. #28 

 
** Cancelled until further notice: Second Saturday – Breakfast for Buds 8:30 until 10am. Mama Grits in Tellico Village. 
Contact Dennis Drake at dennisdrake2012@outlook.com for more information. 

 

** Cancelled until further notice: 22nd of each month – Veterans Coffee Hour hosted by A Veteran’s Heart at Awaken Coffee 
125 W Jackson Ave Knoxville from 8-9am. 

 
For a complete listing of events, visit http://www.etmac.org and click events 

 

We are changing the format of the monthly minutes. All organization contact information will be in a list at the 
end of the minutes. We hope you will find having the information in one place will be beneficial to you, and hope 

you find the minutes easier to read. 
 
 
 
 
 

ETMAC BUSINESS SESSION 
 
 President’s Report – Jess Hernandez – no report  
 
Webmaster’s Report - Col Dent Young- 304 users last month with the most noteworthy being from Bangladesh, India and 
China. The Resource Page is still the most popular.  
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• Treasurer’s Report: Derren Burrell –  
 

Beginning Balance $17,734.65 
Deposits 78.53 
Expenses 90.00 
Ending Balance $17,723.18 

  

Veteran Mentoring and Training Initiative by Clayton Technology Team – Bryan Hayes (Veteran) and Steve 
Quante – They would like to start a program to help veterans transitioning to civilian life. Some of the areas 
they are thinking about are career counseling, interview skills, resume writing, determining how their military 
skills will translate to a new career. They would like our input on what we feel would be helpful in any of these 
areas. Patrice will send their email addresses to the unit commanders.  

Covenent Health – Cindy Winterberger – New program going live in November at 9 of their hospitals. Each 
patient entering the hospital will be asked if they have served in the military, when and what branch. There will 
be a veteran recognition team at each hospital that will present each patient a pin with their branch of service. 
They will also be ready to assist veterans with signing up for VA benefits. They will have handouts with 
information on organizations that may be of assistance to veterans. Cindy would like input from ETMAC on 
anything further we would like them to include. All suggestions are welcome. Please respond to Cindy by the 
third week of the month. Her email is listed at the end of the minutes with the other board members.   

Knox County Schools JROTC – John Faulconer - After careful consideration and multiple discussions with 
the other NJROTC instructors, a decision was made that it would be possible to conduct a virtual JROTC Drill, 
Air Rifle and Academic Competition. The competition was hosted by West High School and the following 
schools participated in this event, Anderson County, Bearden, Central, Farragut, Fulton, Loudon, Oak Ridge 
and West. So, overall, the event went very well and was easy to orchestrate.  

Membership dues may be paid online https://www.etmac.org/resources/etmacresources/membership- 
application/ or bring check to Patrice Collins at the next meeting. Donations are also appreciated. 

 
• Other ETMAC Announcements - Patrice Collins – Thank you to commanders that have provided award 

information. If you have not sent in honoree information, please do so as soon as possible. Logistics are 
being planned for Veterans Day week. Thanks to everyone that is participating in these virtual meetings. 
Hope we can be in person soon.  

 
• MILITARY UNIT UPDATES 

• 3rd Regiment of the Tennessee State Guard – MAJ Joseph Westfall- General L. Craig Johnson is retiring 
this fall as well as the Command Sargent Major. No word yet on replacements. Continuing to support 
medical operations across the state. Most individual units are meeting virtually.   

• 119th Cyberspace Operations Squadron –Col Chris Smith – no report 
 

• 1-230 Assault Helicopter Battalion – CPT Philip Webster –Continuing with Covid operations. Troops in motion. 
Supporting COVID testing, but not as many as there have been. 3 rescues this past month.  

 
• 134th Air Refueling Wing – Lt Col Travers Hurst – no report   

 
• 241st Engineering & Installation Squadron (Chattanooga) - Lt Col Dave Moss – no report 

 
• 278th Armored Calvary Unit – MAJ Jason Timberlin – Troops in motion. Exercise with Ft Indian Gap Penn. 

With another unit. 250 soldiers will participate. Planning in progress for training next summer. Still 
supporting Covid testing.   
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• 332nd Air Force Recruiting Squadron – MSgt Brandon Carver – They made 200% of their recruitment goal last 
fiscal year. Recruiting has changed with virtual, no face to face.  

 
• 489th Civil Air Battalion – MAJ BW Osten – no report  

 
• 844th Enginering Batallion – MAJ Justin Belford – no report 

 
• Coast Guard Recruiting – East TN Region – ME1 Steven Brashear – no report  
 
•  D Co 4th Combat Engineer Battalion – GySgt John Kepper / -1st Sgt Jason Brackley no report 

 
• I.G. Brown Training and Education Center -1st Sgt Kraus – all virtual training. 330 graduated this month. New 

pilot course and graduated 18 students. Commander leaving in March. No replacement yet.  
 

• Knoxville Recruiting Company (Army) –SSG Kyle Lane – no report 
 

 
• Military Entrance Processing Station – CPT Calvin Wu – Back to regular hours after summer surge. Can 

use support.  
 

• Navy Operational Support Center – CDR Scott Moss- Still supporting mobilization. Drill numbers are increasing 
slowly, hope to be full numbers early next year. Navy Ball cancelled for this year.  

• Navy Recruiting – Talent Acquisition Onboarding Center – HM2 Josh Dixon- no report  

• Tennessee Wing, Civil Air Patrol – Col Dent Young –no report 

• USCG Auxiliary Division 12 – DCDR Thomas Junau– no report 
 

• UT Air Force ROTC – Lt Col William Estep –Mid terms going on currently. 2 selection boards this month. One 
cadet was chosen for Space Force. Several in the running for pilot/navigator spots. Career day included officers from 
across the Air Force. Cadets were very engaged. 17 Oct will be Field Training, and Dining Out later this month.  

 

• UT Army ROTC – LTC Justin Howe – Thanks to MEPS for assisting with 50 physicals for cadets. Thanks also to 
the 278th ACR for their assistance with weapons lab, as well as weapons for that lab. Thanks to the Knoxville Police 
for their use of their training facility. 8200 rounds of 5.56 M4 and 1300 rounds of 9mm. Semester Field Training at 
Ft Loudon. That will be a joint exercise with Carson Newman, UTK and UTC. 10 cadets will commission in 
December. Total of 60 cadets for this year. 15 going into Tennessee National Guard.   

 
VETERAN ORGANIZATIONS UPDATES 

 
• Air Force Association – Dick Webber – 1450 6 Oct:  Presentation to UT AFROTC Det 800 (Air Force Association 

Southeast Region Detachment of the Year).  1200 8 Oct:  Air Force Association monthly executive board meeting (via 
Zoom). 1300 12 Oct:  Shotgun start for Annual Bud Bacon Golf Tournament at Egwani Farms. 0800 3 Nov:  Space 
Force 101 presentation to UT AFROTC Det 800 (via Zoom) 

 
• American Job Center / State of TN Department of Labor – Laura Chagnon-. Please just let everyone know that if 

they need assistance with any hiring needs to reach out to me at laura.d.chagnon@tn.gov.  Help by appointment only. 
Blount County virtual job fair on 29 Oct with 17 employers. This will be a partnership with Blount Chamber. 7.7% 
unemployment in Knoxville, 8.5% statewide. Numbers are much improved from 14% a few months ago.  

 
• American Legion – Joleen Dewald – meeting at DAV’s location currently. Parade has been cancelled this 

year. Only third time ever. Still doing flag planting on November 7. Details to follow.  
 

• American Red Cross – Jess Hernandez – no report  
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• Ben Atchley Veteran’s Home – Doug Ottinger – no report 
 

• Bunker Labs – Derren Burrell – no report  
 

• Captain Bill Robinson Vietnam Veterans of America Chapter 1078 – Patrick Polis – Patrick is recovered from 
COVID 19. Virtual board meetings, no chapter meetings. Breakfasts still cancelled through the end of October. Need 
funding to cover all 18000 local veteran graves with wreaths at Christmas. Currently have money for 3000. 
Knoxwreaths.org to contribute.  
 

• Consolidated Nuclear Securities SOS – Jamie Uptgraft – no report.  
 

• Disabled Veterans Chapter #24 – Garrett Hanas – no report 
 

• East Tennessee Veteran’s Honor Guard – Jim Mungenast- They are providing honor guards as needed. 
Provided honors for 8 homeless veterans recently.  

 
• East Tennessee Veteran’s Memorial Association - Joleen Dewald –Still planning on having the Sport 

Clays event this year, scheduled for 30 October. It will be at Chilhowee Sportsman Club.  
Monday, May 3, 2021 is the date for next year’s ETVMA Medal of Honor Dinner at the Foundry.  

 
• Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve (ESGR) – JimMungenast – Still not able to do in person 

presentations. Trying to get approval to do small presentations. Service and Sacrifice with John Becker had our 
presentation to ORNL. Nominations are open for Patriot Awards. Jim and Teresa Beavers are going to do a 
presentation at. …Leslie Purser announced that two members of the local committee were awarded volunteer of 
the year.  

 
• Healing Home ETN – Stephanie Trost- no report  
 
• Honor Air - Joe Sutter – Hope to make April flight.  
 
• Knights of Columbus, Monsignor Francis D. Grady Assembly 1083 - Henry Usey – installing veterans 

memorials at 4 local churches. Joe Sutter came to talk about Honor Air and as a result they are having a turkey 
shoot to benefit Honor Air.  
 

• Knoxville Habitat for Heroes – Rick Garner – no report  
 

• Knoxville Regional Veterans Mental Health Council – Cindy Winterberger – First meeting on 8 Oct at the 
Veterans Service Center in Madisonville. Most will be virtual. 17 Oct is expungement clinic. Also looking for 
organizations that would like to have suicide prevention training.  

 
• Knox County Veteran Services Office – Tom Humphries –Tri Care Select members now have a premium 

and must set up payment during open enrollment. Must have set up prior to yearend.  
 

 
• Knoxville Vet Center – Lyle Allen – New Knox Vet Center director John Lavell was introduced.  
 
• Marine Corps League – Eric Nash– no report 

 
• Military Order of the Purple Hearts – Chapter 356- Thomas Booker– no report 

• Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) – Bill Potter – no report 
 

• Military Order of the World Wars (MOWW)/ Reserve Officers Assoc.– Bill Grieve – National 
Conference was held partly in person and partly virtual. Army doing research on developing a 
vaccine for Covid. They meet the 2nd Wed of the month at Rothschilds.  



• Mountain Man Memorial March – Justin Howe - hopeful we will have an in person race.  Scheduled for 
April 24, 2021. Planning for virtual race currently.  

 
• ORNL Veterans Group – Lisa Bollinger – no report  

• Project Healing Waters Fly Fishing – Steve Burman no report 
 

• REBOOT Combat Recovery – Darrell Williams–no report 
 

• Rolling Thunder – Carlos Hollifield – no report 
 
• STAR – Horses & Heroes Program –Cathy Dolson - no report  
 
• Team Red White & Blue – Jesse Hawe – no report 

 
• Tennessee Valley Coalition for the Homeless - Brandon Harris- Raised $2k at the antique car show. Approved 

for a grant to house homeless veterans.  
 

• Tennessee Veterans Business Associations (TVBA) – Steve Stilts – no report  
 

• United Veterans Council – Natalie Donahue – Also looking for sponsorships for Wreaths across America. 
Placement date is December 19.  

 

• UT Army ROTC Alumni Council – Geoff Freeman – no report  
 

• Veterans Appreciation Program – Larry Sharp – no report 

• Veteran Heritage Site Foundation – Patty McGrew – Hoping Ridge Run will be 17 April 2021. 
 

• VVA Chapter 1073 &VFW Post 3380 (Morristown). Whit Whitman – no report 
 

• Volunteers of America/Supportive Services for Veterans Families/Stand Down – Ivette Torres – no report 
 

Next meeting: Thursday, November 5, 2020 via Zoom.  
 

For input or corrections, please contact Kim Spencer 
865/661-9856 or kim@yourplacetoflourish.com  

 
ETMAC Board of Directors: 

Geoff Freeman, President 865-974-8758 email: gfreema1@utk.edu 
Owen Ragland, Immediate Past President c865-556-6338 or w865-546-7311 

email: oragland@kmfpc.com 
Jess Hernandez, Vice President 865-567-6134 email: Jess.Hernandez@redcross.org 
Derren Burrell, Treasurer 865-771-4243 email: derren@tagresources.com 
Kim Spencer, Secretary 865-661-9856 email:  

kim@yourplacetoflourish.com  
 
Patrice Collins, Board Member & ETMAC Administrator: 865-806-4487  

email: pcollins@knoxvillechamber.com 
Dent Young, Webmaster 387543@tncap.us 
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Capt Willie Posey, At Large Director, 865-274-9901 email: willie.s.posey.mil@mail.mil 
Gina Massey, At Large Director, 865-363-2994 email: gmassey@etmafcu.net 
Tom Humphries, At Large Dir 865-215-5645 Thomas.humphries@knoxcounty.org 
Rick Garner, At Large Director 865-740-2970 email: rgarner@khfh.com 
Leslie Purser, At Large Director 757-537-0734 purserjl@verizon.net  
Cindy Winterberger, At Large Director 865/679-4754 email: cwinterb@covhlth.com 
Robert Brown, ETMAC Calendar 865-458-0759 email: rl_brown@hotmail.com 
Dent Young, Webmaster 387543@tncap.us 

 Unit and Veteran Organization Contact Information 
 

ETMAC 
www.ETMAC.org 

 

A Veteran’s Heart 
https://www.facebook.com/aveteransheart/ Jason Bush 423/231-5418 

 

American Job Center/State of TN Dept of Labor 
https://www.careeronestop.org/ResourcesFor/Veteran/veteran.aspx 

 

American Legion 
legionknox.com 
https://www.facebook.com/Post2Knoxville/ - 

 

American Red Cross 
http://www.redcross.org/local/tennessee/local-chapters/east-tennessee 
https://www.facebook.com/RedCrossTN/ 

 

Ben Atchley 
http://www.tsvh.org/ 
https://www.facebook.com/TNStateVetreans/ 

 

Captain Bill Robinson Vietnam Veterans of America Chapter 1078 
http://www.vva1078.org/ 
https://www.facebook.com/vvachapter1078knoxville/ 

 

Disabled Veterans Chapter 24 
https://www.dav.org 

 

East Tennessee Veterans Memorial Association 
https://etvma.org/ 
https://www.facebook.com/ETVMA/- 

 

Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve (ESGR) 
https://www.esgr.mil/About-ESGR/Contact/Local-State-Pages/Tennessee 
https://www.facebook.com/Tennessee-ESGR-171685266196286/ 

 

Honor Air 
http://www.honorairknoxville.com/ 
https://www.facebook.com/honorair/ 
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Irreverent Warriors 
dentmanofknoxville@yahoo.com Jesse Hawe 865/773-2128 or Richard Farrer at 
615/490-5715 www.irreverentwarriors.com 

 
Knoxville Habitat for Heroes 

https://knoxvillehabitatforhumanity.com/habitat-for-heroes/ 
https://www.facebook.com/KnoxvilleHabitatforHumanity/ 

 
Knights of Columbus Henry Usey 865/246-4413 

 

Knoxville Regional Veterans Mental Health Council 
http://tnvhc.org/ 

Knox County Veteran Services Office 
https://www.knoxcounty.org/veterans/ 
thomas.humphries@knoxcounty.org 

Knoxville Vet Center 
https://www.vetcenter.va.gov/ 

Marine Corps League 
http://www.mclknox.org/ 

Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) 
www.moaa.org 

Military Order of Purple Heart (MOPH) Chapter 356 
www.moph356.org Charlie Caldwell 865/368-7289 or cdcardwell49@gmail.com  
Military Order of the World Wars (MOWW) 
www.moww.org 

Mountain Man Memorial March 
http://mountainmanmemorialmarch.com/ 
https://www.facebook.com/TheMountainManMemorialMarch/ 

Project Healing Waters Fly Fishing 
http://www.projecthealingwaters.org/ 
https://www.facebook.com/ProjectHealingWatersKnoxville/ 

REBOOT Combat Recovery 
https://rebootalliance.com/reboot 
https://www.facebook.com/rebootrecovery/ 

Rolling Thunder 
http://www.rollingthundertn3.com/index.php/about-tn3/ 

STAR – Horses and Heroes Program 
https://www.rideatstar.org/heroes--horses.html 

 

Team Red White & Blue. 
www.teamrwb.org 

Tennessee Valley Coalition for the Homeless 
https://tvchomeless.org/ 
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United Veterans Council of East Tennessee, Inc. 
https://www.facebook.com/The-United- 
Veterans-Council-of-East-Tennessee-Inc- 
1912897478820375/? tn =%2Cd%2CP- 
R&eid=ARDShN8_- 
f00QmdnXmMDEJNMfwLIDApNr7_91Imji 
WKt3EQ3mN6n1PfvjgiRHuxaI8czNzRIXwS 
Y7d5t 

UT Army ROTC Alumni Council 
http://alumni.utk.edu/s/1341/alumni/interior_alumni.aspx?sid=1341&gid=2&pgid=7955 
https://www.facebook.com/UTKArmyROTC/ 

 

Veteran Heritage Site Foundation 
http://veteransheritagesite.org/ 
https://www.facebook.com/VeteransHeritageSiteFoundation/ 

Volunteers of America Supportive Services for Veterans Families/Stand Down 
https://www.voamid.org/ssvftn 

 

Yellow Ribbon Fund Veteran Caregivers Support Group 
http://www.yellowribbonfund.org/ 
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