
 

EAST TENNESSEE MILITARY AFFAIRS COUNCIL 
October 7, 2021, via Zoom  

 
 

ONGOING Fund raiser for Operation Honor Guard Info at https://www.wate.com/operation-

honor-guard/ Donate at Donate today to Operation Honor Guard  

1st  Sat Breakfast at the Elks Club #160 5600 Lonas Rd, Knoxville - 8:00 - 9:30am 

2nd Sat Breakfast at Hillcrest United Methodist Church, 1615 Price Ave, Knoxville - 8:00-9:30am 

3rd Sat Breakfast at the Community Center in Powell, 1708 W. Emory Rd, Powell – 8:00-10:00am           
 

Last Sat 3 Breakfasts: 8:00 am – 9:30 am at all three locations below: 

- DAV Chapter #24, 2600 Holbrook Dr., Knoxville,  

- VFW Post 5154 in Blount County, 2561 Hobbs Rd., Louisville  

- DAV Chapter #26, 530 Kingston Ave, Oliver Springs  

11 OCT 14th Annual Brig Gen Bud Bacon Memorial Golf Tournament Egwani Farms in Rockford. 
Contact Joe Sutton or Paula Pinson for details.  

16 OCT  4th Annual Veterans Heritage Ridge Run. For details contact Marilyn Childress at 

678/920-1989 or president@veteransheritagesite.org 

23 OCT Bike and Auto Show American Legion Riders Post 2 5700 Old Rutledge Pike. 

Contact Dan Chipman 865/719-1207 for details  

29 OCT ETVMA Annual Sporting Clay Shoot - https://etvma.org/support/shootout/  

 

31 OCT AL Post 2 - Beans and Booze Trunk or Treat at the Post 2 home on Old Rutledge 
Pike. 

 
10 NOV    ETMAC Honorees Awards Luncheon – Private for just Honorees and their guests. 

 

11 NOV  Veterans Day Parade on Gay Street downtown. Kick-off will be at 10:40 am from the Civic 

Coliseum.  

Go to their website if you want to participate. http://legionknox.com/veterans-day-parade/  
 

For a complete listing of events, visit http://www.etmac.org and click event 

 

 

ETMAC BUSINESS SESSION  
 

Treasurer’s Report: Derren Burrell 
  

 

 

 
Beginning Balance $17,208.78 
Deposits 1,074.98 

Expenses 

 

 

 

 

 

90.00 

Ending Balance $18,194.44 
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Membership dues may be paid online 

https://www.etmac.org/resources/etmacresources/membership-  

application/ or mail a check payable to ETMAC to Patrice Collins at the Knoxville 

Chamber: 

17 Market Square, #201, Knoxville, TN 37902. Donations on our website are also 

appreciated. 

 

• President Report – Owen Ragland – The election for next year’s officers will be held in 
December. If you have any interest in serving as an officer, please let Patrice, Owen or Geoff 
know.  

 

• Webmaster’s Report – Dent Young - 491 visitors this month, 476 were new.  67% came 
through a search engine. Most popular pages were veteran services, the calendar, and local 
resources. Most visitors came from the US, with some also from Russia and China.  

• Other ETMAC Announcements - Patrice Collins – Veteran’s Luncheon has been cancelled. 

However, there will be a small luncheon for the enlisted honorees. It will be held on 

November 10. Thank you to the commanders how have turned in their honorees. The awards 

have been ordered.  

 
• Travis Burchett introduced himself. He is replacing Jess Hernandez. They are hiring an 

additional person to help.  

 

• Update on the Medal of Honor Convention- Joleen Dewald. The new dates will be Sept. 5-

12. They will be looking for volunteers in early spring once events have been finalized. 

The official Medal of Honor Society flag raising on 9/27 was a great success.  

• First Time Attendees 

  -Travis Burchett, American Red Cross  

  -Natalie Pankau Director of Psych Health for the 134th 

  -Jason Dean, ROI Consulting  

  -Jimmy Dyer APL Project Healing Waters  

  -Ernie Gonzales REO Church  

  -LTJG Max Herrera  

 
MILITARY UNIT UPDATES 

 
• 3rd Regiment of the Tennessee State Guard – LTC Joseph Westfall- They are in a lull, no report.  

• 119th Cyberspace Operations Squadron – LT Col Joseph Ogle – no report.  

 

• 1-230 Assault Helicopter Battalion – CPT Webster – Continuing resolution has provided partial 

funding to operate. Continuing to work on Covid vaccine initiative. Invitation to event at Dick’s House 

of Sports at West Town Mall. Saturday October 23. Flyover in September and another scheduled for 

November.  

• 134th Air Refueling Wing –Col Jason Brock – Flyover this week along with South Carolina wing of F-

16s. Normal operations.  

• 241st Engineering & Installation Squadron (Chattanooga) - Lt Col Dave Moss – no report 

• 278th Armored Calvary Unit – Chief Culbertson – no report  

• 332nd Air Force Recruiting Squadron – MSgt Curtis Jones - no report 

• 844th Engineering Battalion – MAJ Justin Warrick – Soldiers in motion.  
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• Coast Guard Recruiting – East TN Region – ME1 Steven Brashear – no report 

• D Co 4th Combat Engineer Battalion – Capt Shawn Balent – no report.   

• ETSU Army ROTC. – MAJ Kent Monas /CPT Austin Hall- no report   

• I.G. Brown Training and Education Center -Col Jennifer Kondal –Working around a current Covid 
spike 

 

• Knoxville Recruiting Company (Army) – SSG Kyle Lane – no report 
 

• Military Entrance Processing Station – PCO-G Justin Bergman – Still not open to allow people 
in to administer oath.  

 

• Navy Operational Support Center – LTJG Max Herrera – continuing to support sailors and the 

Covid initiative. 

 

• Tennessee Wing, Civil Air Patrol – Col Dent Young – Col Young is stepping down as 

Commander  

on the 9th.  
 

• USCG Auxiliary Division 12 – DCDR Thomas Junau– no report 
 

• UT Air Force ROTC – Lt Col Tony Estep – 6 cadets chosen for a scholarship that will provide 17 

hours of flight training. 4 cadets selected for positions. There will be a total of 8 rated cadets this year. 

22 October will be Dining-In. 24 October, the Color Guard will be posting colors at the Titans game. 

UK invited detachment to come up for the UT/UK game in November.  

 

• UT Army ROTC – LTC Justin Howe –Field Training coming up the end of October at Catoosa. 

Veterans Day will include the Campus Run on 10 November. 18 November - Cadet Change of 

Command.  

19 November - range training in Maryville to prepare for next summer’s Field Training.  

VETERAN ORGANIZATIONS UPDATES 

• Air Force Association –Dick Webber – 1200 2 Sep:  AFA Meeting (In-Person) at Armed Forces Club, 

McGhee Tyson ANG Base 25 Sep:  AF JROTC & CAP Drill Competition William Blount won most of 

the awards.  

11 Oct:  Annual Bud Bacon Golf Tournament fund raiser. Early Nov:  Next ASC (Air, Space, and 

Cyberspace) STEM Workforce Initiative in collaboration with the KACI (Knoxville Aerospace 

Collaborative Initiative) AF ROTC Civilian Instructor Positions Ohio U (Athens OH) U of KS 

(Lawrence KS) 

• American Job Center / State of TN Department of Labor – Bill Adams – 4.6% unemployment rate 
currently. 531964 open positions in the state of Tennessee. In the 16-county region there are 79 
hiring events in October.  
 

• American Legion – Joleen Dewald - Will be working in all UT home games to raise money for new 

building. Veterans Day parade is going forward. Legionknox.org\veterans-day-parade for more 
details. http://legionknox.com/veterans-day-parade/ to sign up for the parade. 23 October, car show 
fundraiser. Patrice sent out details. Beans and Booze Trunk or Treat at the Post on Old Rutledge 
Pike on 31 October. 

  
• American Legion Post 212. Samantha Shreves – no report 

 
• American Red Cross – Jackie Bridgeman - Staff member 50-year anniversary, Phil Buchanan.  

 

• AMVETS Post 75 in Newport – Leslie Purser- Four Rivers Ride 23 Oct at 9. Begins in Newport and 

ends up in Dandridge at Balloon Festival.  

http://legionknox.com/veterans-day-parade/


 
• Army Reserve Ambassador Program Eastern TN – Leslie Purser – no report  

• Ben Atchley Veteran’s Home – Doug Ottinger – no report 

• Bunker Labs – Derren Burrell – 14 September at 5:30 at Bridgewater Place will be next Bunker 
Labs. 

• Captain Bill Robinson Vietnam Veterans of America Chapter 1078 – Pat Polis – Vietnam Veteran 
Memorial approved for the Veterans Park downtown. Solway memorial dedicated. 2-6 Nov VVA 
National Convention in Greensboro NC;5-12 Nov Remember Our Fallen Memorial, Knoxville 
location TBD; 10 Nov Sequoyah Dental Arts on Kingston Pike is offering free dental care for 
veterans 524-1265 for appt.; 11Nov Calhouns is offering free meals for all veterans. Wreaths 
Across America will be collecting donations at all their locations. 12-14 Nov Wreaths Across 
America will be collecting donations at all Food City locations. They will also be collecting at all 
Thursday night high school rivalry games. 

  
• Clinch River Chapter of Trout Unlimited Steve Burman- no report 

 

• Combat Veterans Motorcycle Association, Morristown –Leslie Purser – Four Rivers Ride 24 

October.  
 

• Consolidated Nuclear Securities SOS – Christine Shawhan – Enjoyed helping with the Medal of 

Honor dinner. Also doing a joint event with STAR to visit the veteran’s home.  
 

• Covenant Health Military Recognition Program – Cindy Winterberger – no report 

• Disabled Veterans Chapter #24 – Garrett Hanas – Deer Hunt 10 Nov for any disabled veteran. 
Weapons can be provided. Ft Loudon State Park Meals are provided. Two slots remaining. Contact 
Garrett for information.  

• East Tennessee Veteran’s Honor Guard – Jim Mungenast- no report  

• East Tennessee Veteran’s Memorial Association - Joleen Dewald – Great turnout for the 
Medal of Honor dinner. Book signing and talk on 9 November at the East Tennessee 
Historical Center. 29 October Sporting Clay Shoot. Details on the website.  

• Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve (ESGR) –Leslie Purser – New support person, John 

Nelson. Still working Chamber of Commerce introductions and USERRA briefings.  

• Enlisted Association of National Guard of Tennessee. SMSgt Christopher Gragg – 8-11 August 

National Conference in Albuquerque New Mexico, hoping to host here in Knoxville in 2025. 

Working to expand Strong Act for people in towns bordering Tennessee. 

• Frontline Gardens – Stephanie Trost – no report 

• Honor Air - Joe Sutter – Flight 30 to honor women has been postponed. Hope to be able to take it 
in April.  

• James H Quillen VA Medical Center – Dean Boros - Working to ensure safe environment for staff and 

veterans. Adding specialty services at satellite facilities including women’s services.  

• Knights of Columbus, Monsignor Francis D. Grady Assembly 1083 - Henry Ustes - 7 Nov 

dedication of memorial at their Green Master at their Cathedral.  13 Nov Turkey Shoot at Orsa. Details 
to follow.  20 Nov dedication of memorial at Immaculate Conception.  



• Knoxville Habitat for Heroes – Rick Garner – no report 

• Knoxville Regional Veterans Mental Health Council – Emily Hager – 13 Oct 7JIV’s graduating at 
the Monroe Justice Center.   30 Oct expungement Clinic. Partnering with community advisory 
boards to reach out to veteran families. 

• Knox County Veteran Services Office – Tom Humphries. – no report.  

• Knoxville Vet Center – Lyle Allen –23 Oct will be at Dick’s House of Sports.  Expanding 
footprint.  

• Marine Corps League – Travis Bryan – 6 November will be the Marine Corp Ball at Rothchild’s 
www.mclknoxville.org for details.  23rd Oct Bonnyman Young Marines Mud Run at Camp 
Bonnyman. 

• Military Order of the Purple Hearts – Chapter 356- Thomas Booker – no report 

• Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) – Bill Potter – no report  

• Military Order of the World Wars (MOWW)/ Reserve Officers Assoc.– Bill Grieve – no report  

• Mountain Man Memorial March – Joleen Dewald- no report 

• Operation Last Mile - SSG Christopher Fairchild - no report 

• ORNL Veterans Group – Lisa Bollinger – no report  

• Project Healing Waters – Jimmy Dyer - Outing on the 9th at Norton Creek. Meeting is the 12th at 
Central Baptist at Kingston Pike and Papermill. 15th Flyfishing at Tremont. 18th Norton Creek 
Outing. They meet the 2nd Tuesday of the month.  

• Rolling Thunder – Carlos Hollifield – no report  

• STAR – Horses & Heroes Program –Tiffany Mapus– no report  

• Team Red White & Blue – Jesse Hawe – no report 

• Tennessee Suicide Prevention Network – Emily Hager- You can reach Emily at ehager@tspn.org  

• Tennessee Valley Coalition for the Homeless - Brandon Harris – Moved their office back to 
Knoxville. Have supported housing for veterans with disabilities.  

• Tennessee Veterans Business Associations (TVBA) – Steve Stilts – no report   

• United Veterans Council – Natalie Donahue – Remembering the Fallen event on November 6th. 
Breakfasts going well.  

• UT Army ROTC Alumni Council – Geoff Freeman – no report  

• UT Ag Extension – Eileen Legautt – no report 

• Veterans Appreciation Program – Larry Sharp – no report  

 

• Veteran Heritage Site Foundation – Patty McGrew –Ridge Run on 16 Oct and they still need 

volunteers.  

6 Nov Women’s Veteran’s Walk starting at the Little River Trail Parking at 8:30. Helping with 

Wreaths Across America events. Always looking for volunteers.  

http://www.mclknoxville.org/
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• VFW Post 5154 in Maryville – Douglas Burt – no report 

 

• VFW Post 10855 in Alcoa – Charles Robbins – no report 

  

• VVA Chapter 1073 &VFW Post 3380 (Dandridge) & Walter J. ‘Bud’Bacon Chapter Distinguished 

Flying Cross Society, East TN Region- Bill Potter – no report  

Next meeting: Thursday November 4, 2021  

The Chamber has reverted to their COVID safety protocols and  

will not allow public meetings in our building due to the increase  

in cases of Covid 19 – Delta Variant in Knox County and Knoxville. 

We will meet via Zoom meetings until further notice. ☹ 

For input or corrections, please contact Kim Spencer  

865/661-9856 or kim@yourplacetoflourish.com 

ETMAC Board of Directors:  

Geoff Freeman, President 865-974-8758 email: gfreema1@utk.edu  

Owen Ragland, Immediate Past President c865-556-6338 or w865-546-7311 

email: oragland@kmfpc.com  

Jess Hernandez, Vice President 865-384-0242 email: jess.hernandez@knoxcounty.org   

Derren Burrell, Treasurer 865-771-4243 email: derren@tagresources.com  

Kim Spencer, Secretary 865-661-9856 email: 

kim@yourplacetoflourish.com  

Patrice Collins, Board Member & ETMAC Administrator: 865-806-4487 

email: pcollins@knoxvillechamber.com  

Dent Young, Webmaster, 387543@tncap.us  

Capt Willie Posey, At Large Director, 865-274-9901 email: willie.s.posey.mil@mail.mil  

Gina Massey, At Large Director, 865-363-2994 email: gmassey@etmafcu.net  

Tom Humphries, At Large Dir 865-215-5645 Thomas.humphries@knoxcounty.org  

Rick Garner, At Large Director 865-740-2970 email:  rgarner@khfh.com  

Leslie Purser, At Large Director 757-537-0734  purserjl@verizon.net  

Cindy Winterberger, At Large Director 865/679-4754 email: cwinterb@covhlth.com  

Robert Brown, ETMAC Calendar 865-458-0759 email: rl_brown@hotmail.com  

Dent Young, Webmaster: 387543@tncap.us  
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Unit and Veteran Organization Contact Information 

ETMAC 

www.ETMAC.org  

American Job Center/State of TN Dept of Labor 
https://www.tn.gov/workforce/jobs-and-education/services-by-group/services-by-group-redirect/job-

placement-for-veterans.html  

American Legion 

legionknox.com  

https://www.facebook.com/Post2Knoxville/ - 

American Red Cross  

http://www.redcross.org/local/tennessee/local-chapters/east-tennessee  

https://www.facebook.com/RedCrossTN/  

Ben Atchley 

http://www.tsvh.org/  

https://www.facebook.com/TNStateVetreans/  

Bunker Labs Knoxville 

https://chapters.bunkerlabs.org/knoxville/  

 

Captain Bill Robinson Vietnam Veterans of America Chapter 1078  

http://www.vva1078.org/  

https://www.facebook.com/vvachapter1078knoxville/  

Combat Veterans Motorcycle Assoc 18-12 
https://www.cvma18-12.com/upcoming-gatherings.html  

https://www.facebook.com/events/481217796399085  

Disabled Veterans Chapter 24  

https://www.dav.org  

East Tennessee Veterans Memorial Association  

https://etvma.org/  

https://www.facebook.com/ETVMA/-  
 

Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve (ESGR) 

https://www.esgr.mil/About-ESGR/Contact/Local-State-Pages/Tennessee  

https://www.facebook.com/Tennessee-ESGR-171685266196286/  

Honor Air 

http://www.honorairknoxville.com/   

https://www.facebook.com/honorair/  

Irreverent Warriors 

dentmanofknoxville@yahoo.com Jesse Hawe 865/773-2128 or Richard Farrer at 

615/490-5715 or https://www.irreverentwarriors.com/  
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Knoxville Habitat for Heroes 
https://knoxvillehabitatforhumanity.com/habitat-for-heroes/  

https://www.facebook.com/KnoxvilleHabitatforHumanity/  

 

Knights of Columbus Henry Usey 865/246-4413 

Knoxville Regional Veterans Mental Health Council  
http://tnvhc.org/  

Knox County Veteran Services Office  
https://www.knoxcounty.org/veterans/   

thomas.humphries@knoxcounty.org   

Knoxville Vet Center 

https://www.vetcenter.va.gov/  

Marine Corps League 

http://www.mclknox.org/ Military Officers Association of America (MOAA)  

www.moaa.org  

Military Order of Purple Heart (MOPH) Chapter 356 

www.moph356.org Charlie Caldwell 865/368-7289 or cdcardwell49@gmail.com  

 

Military Order of the World Wars (MOWW) 

www.moww.org   

 

Mountain Man Memorial March 

http://mountainmanmemorialmarch.com/  
https://www.facebook.com/TheMountainManMemorialMarch/  

Rolling Thunder 

http://www.rollingthundertn3.com/index.php/about-tn3/  

STAR – Heroes and Horses Program 
https://www.rideatstar.org/heroes--horses.html   

Team Red White & Blue.  
www.teamrwb.org  

Tennessee Valley Coalition for the Homeless  
https://tvchomeless.org/  

United Veterans Council of East Tennessee, Inc. 

https://m.facebook.com/pages/category/No   

nprofit-Organization/The-United-Veterans-  
Council-of-East-Tennessee-Inc-  
1912897478820375/   

UT Army ROTC Alumni Council 

http://alumni.utk.edu/s/1341/alumni/interior_alumni.aspx?sid=1341&gid=2&pgid=7955  
https://www.facebook.com/UTKArmyROTC/  

Veteran Heritage Site Foundation 
http://veteransheritagesite.org/  
https://www.facebook.com/VeteransHeritageSiteFoundation/  
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