
East Tennessee Military Affairs Council (ETMAC)  

 

Meeting Minutes - October 3, 2024 
 

 

ETMAC BUSINESS SESSION 

• Welcome and call to order - ETMAC Vice President, Brig Gen Jim Mungenast, USAF retired 

o Leslie is doing well – biggest hurdle is clean water 

• Pledge of Allegiance 

• Moment of silence for the many lives lost due to the severe flooding in areas so close to us.  

• HUGE thank you to many of our local military units for their search and rescue efforts and for all the lives 

they help save. 

• Welcome new attendees - please fill out the “New Attendee Form”. 

o Joe Tedesco – Smokey Mountain Service Dogs (Louden) 

• Treasurer’s Report – Tim Thurston  

o Putting more money into money market to build interest  ($20,024.39) 

o Beginning Balance:  $33,727.78   Ending Balance:  $37, 282.16 

• Webmaster’s Report – Dent Young    unable to attend 

• Vice President’s Report – Jim Mungenast  

o Board is voting immediately following the meeting to support Second Harvest Food Bank and American Red 

Cross for disaster support 

▪ If there are other nominees, please submit prior to the end of the meeting. 

• ETMAC Updates/2024 ETMAC Veterans Luncheon, Nov. 12 – Patrice Collins 

o Still sold out; Thank you commanders for sending in honorees 

o Supporting Toys for Tots – bring unwrapped, new gifts or monetary donations to the luncheon  
 

MILITARY UNIT UPDATES  

➢ 1-230 Assault Helicopter Battalion – SFC Giovanni Dezuani – unable to attend 

o Helos out helping with recovery and distro of supplies 

➢ 134th Air Refueling Wing Group – Maj Aaron Hamby 

o 4 debris clearance teams (all three units in the state) 

o Housed 563rd Rescue Group (Arizona) at the lodging on base 

associated with TEC 

o First wave of deployers returning from CENTCOM deployment 

o 241st (Chattanooga); sending out on deployment 

➢ 278th Armored Cavalry Regiment – unable to attend 

➢ 332nd Air Force Recruiting Squadron – MSgt Nicholas Roget - Nothing to report at this time 

➢ 489th Civil Affairs Battalion – MAJ Michael Mendes 

o Just returned from Annual Tour; working travel close out 

➢ 844th Engineer Battalion – MSG Earl A. Willet – unable to attend 

➢ Carson Newman Army ROTC – LTC Leigh Kennedy 

o FTX completed last weekend – great exercise in risk assessment 

o Commissioned 2 cadets at last football game; Athletic Dept – contracting Nov 20th at basketball game 

o On track to commission 13 this summer 

➢ Co D 4th Combat Engineer Battalion – Capt Douglas Wainwright 

o Toys for Tots started (will be present at the luncheon) 

▪ New, unwrapped toys (bicycle must come with helmet when donating) 

➢ ETSU Army ROTC – April Cheyene - unable to attend 

➢ I.G. Brown Training and Education Center – Lt Col Jacob Corbett 

o 170 graduate (including 4 Coast Guardsmen) 

o Appreciate support from ETMAC to members of the TEC 

➢ Knoxville Recruiting Company – CPT Francisco Cebreros  

o I.G. Inspection coming up 

o Funding issues are a concern 

➢ Knoxville MEPS – LCDR Chantrelle Harris 

o Oct 16, new recruit orientation  

 

 

 

REMINDER! TWO 

MINUTE RULE FOR 

REPORTING OUT, OR WE 

WILL RING OUR BELL. 

😊  



➢ National Guard Recruiting and Retention BN – CPT Michael Jester 

o Just shy of 400 enlistments (475 goal for FY25) 

o October back into the high schools and new recruiters coming in 

➢ Naval Reserve Center - Knoxville – CDR Jeremy Reynard – unable to attend 

➢ Tennessee Wing, Civil Air Patrol – Col Dent Young – unable to attend 

➢ US Coast Guard Recruiting – Chief Andrew Sheean/PO1 Nicholas Gavin 

o Starting to produce at MEPS 

➢ UT Air Force ROTC – Capt Holling Livingston 

o Working flyovers with the football games – if you’d like to participate, send an email 

➢ UT Army ROTC – LTC Mike Wellock 

o 9-11 stair run at Neyland 

o Memorial ceremony for late cadet 

o Gold Star Family and Honor Air event support  

o 1 Nov – Hall of Fame event (Honoring LTC Justin Howe, US Army, retired) 

o 8 Nov - Veterans Day Run; 0600 start 

o Food Drive being put together for hurricane victims 

 
VETERAN ORGANIZATIONS UPDATES   

➢ Air & Space Force Association – Paula Penson 

o Networking event in Bristol  

o Oct 14th – Golf Tournament Fundraiser 

➢ American Job Center – Mack McCollum, Jr.   

o Multi County Job Resource Fair – Thank you for attending. 50 veterans attended. 3 homeless vets were 

secured housing. 

o 2nd and 4th of the month job fairs 

➢ American Legion Post 2 – Joleen Dewald/Mike Testerman  

o Old Rutledge Pike – Drop off for hurricane food and water  10am – 2pm  

o Medal of Honor event (May 5th) Registration will open in Nov  (Crowne Plaza) 

➢ American Red Cross – Knoxville Chapter – Tom DeHoog 

o 7 shelters are open in the area with 100 guests 

▪ Wellbeing messages to military families if they haven’t been able to reach them 

o Accepting donations  

o Volunteers – courses to help work in shelter (Sharon Hudson)  

➢ Arrowmont School of Arts and Crafts Veterans Program – Isaac Collins/Steve Thompson  unable to attend 

➢ Ben Atchley Veterans’ Home – Doug Ottinger – unable to attend 

➢ Captain Bill Robinson Vietnam Veterans of America - Chapter 1078 – Pat Polis 

o Wreaths Across America (20K in our 3 cemeteries) 

▪ Manning all Food City’s to collect for Wreaths (Oct 25, 26, and 27)  

▪ At all Calhoun’s on Veterans Day  (free meal for veterans) 

➢ CNS/Y-12 Serving our Service Members (SOS) – Kristen Rawson unable to attend 

➢ Comfort Crew for Military Kids – Angela Salyer   unable to attend 

➢ CVMA 18-3 – Chris “Matty” Mathison – unable to attend 

➢ East Tennessee Veterans Honor Guard Program – Stuart Hall    

o Operations Honor Guard fundraising canceled today out of respect for hurricane relief (delayed to Dec 3) 

o Need VOLUNTEERS (active-duty personnel can’t support as they have in the past) 

➢ East Tennessee Veterans Memorial Association – Joleen Dewald 

➢ East Tennessee Women Veterans Network – Jessica Hodge - unable to attend 

➢ ESGR – Tommy Cauthen/Steve Martin     

o Boss lift completed – 30 employers (Thank you Joleen and 134th ARW) 

o Patriot Awards and Statement of Support (11 companies) 

➢ First Horizon Bank Military Community Resource Group – Paul Ollis/Cathy Guarnacci   

o Boss Lift attended and thanked Joleen, ESGR, and the 134th ARW for the opportunity!!!!   

o Water and gas distribution in east Tenn – giving back to community is important to us 

➢ Fleet Reserve Association – Eric Nash – unable to attend 

➢ Frontline Gardens – Stephanie Trost – unable to attend 

➢ Honor Air – Joe Sutter 

o 35th flight went off well last week 

 

 

 



➢ Irreverent Warriors – Christine Shawhan 

o Trunk or Treat event – Oct 21st, Tennessee Tap House from 5:30 – 7:00 pm 

▪ Looking for VSOs to set up and hand our treats for the kids   

▪ Email john.shawhan@irreverentwarriors.com 

➢ James H. Quillen VA Medical Center – Wayne Chiasson 

o We are open – disaster relief flyer will go out this morning 

o Accepting donations at all clinics 

o New interim director is in place for 120 days.  Wrapped of FY with an increase of 4% of veteran services 

➢ Knoxville Habitat for Heroes – Rick Garner    unable to attend 

➢ Knoxville’s Community Development Corporation - Liberty Place Housing for Veterans - Marisa Moazen   

unable to attend 

➢ Knox County Veteran Services Office – Gabe Burns 

o Annual certification training completed – next year it will be in Knoxville 

➢ Knoxville Vet Center – Lyle Allen   unable to attend 

➢ Marine Corps League – Susie Schmidt  unable to attend 

➢ Mission Phoenix – Ken Williams  

o Hero Hoedown – Oct 11 

o Oct 17 – Coffee meet 

o Law Enforcement training – looking for support to continue effort 

➢ Mountain Man Memorial March – Justin Howe 

o Supporting Gold Star Families  (April 11 -12th) 

o Registration will open 1st week of Nov 

➢ MOWW/Reserve Officers Association – Bill Grieve  

o Oct 9th is next meeting at Rothchilds at 1100  

➢ Oak Ridge National Lab/UT Battelle Veterans Group – Lisa Bollinger   

o Boss lift and Honor Air this past month – thank you 

o Matching donations going out on Friday  

➢ Pets for Vets – Heinz Lauer    unable to attend 

➢ Rocky Top Veterans Foundation – Taryn & Chris Bryant    unable to attend 

➢ Smoky Mountain Service Dogs – Joe Tedesco    

o Have provided 70 dog-veteran teams  (veteran doesn’t pay/~35K for training) 

o Part of Wounded Warrior Service Dog – influencing laws with service dog communities 

o Does not have to be service connected to receive support/service dog 

➢ STAR – Horses & Heroes Program – Kara Price  unable to attend 

➢ Team Red, White, & Blue – Cesar Robles   NSTR 

➢ The Lost Vets Rescue – Willie Franklin – unable to attend 

➢ TN Department of Veteran Services – Knoxville Field Office – Charles McGhee 

o Female Veterans under represented in studies – reach out to participate  

➢ TN National Guard – JFHQ – Family Violence Prevention – Tonya Mohn  unable to attend 

➢ United Veterans Council – Natalie Donahue   

o Wreath collection participation  

o Janet Guess – lost her home in flooding 

➢ UT Medical Center - VETS (Veterans Engaging for Team Support) - John Jeffries – unable to attend 

➢ UT Army ROTC Alumni Council – Geoff Freeman  

o Hall of Fame, Nov 1st at the Foundry (LTC Justin Howe included as honorary member) 

➢ VFW Post 5154 - Maryville – Neal Whetsel – unable to attend 

➢ Veterans Heritage Site Foundation – Marilyn Childress 

o Pinned 52 Vietnam Vets at Ben Atchley last month 

o Gold Star Event was fantastic (ROTC UT thank you!) 

o Nov 15th - $1500 scholarship due 

o Over 200 veterans are buried in Smoky Mountain cemeteries (throughout Dec will hike out) 

o French Broad Veterans Park is almost completed  – Memorial bricks can be purchase 

➢ Veterans Mental Health Council – Cindy Winterberger   unable to attend 

➢ Veterans Upward Bound Program – Daniel Blackburn  - nothing to report 

➢ Volunteers of America – Gary Hullinger   unable to attend 

 



 

➢ Wallace Real Estate – Homes for Heroes Program – Jim Bleiden  

o Homes for Heroes:  Waives appraisal fee and discount commission 

 

West Care – Volunteer mentality and commitment     THANK YOU for all you do!! 

 

 

**PLEASE NOTE – The next ETMAC meeting will be Thursday, November 7, at 8:30 am at 

the Knoxville Chamber.   


