
EAST TENNESSEE MILITARY AFFAIRS COUNCIL 
 

SEPTEMBER 3, 2009 MEETING SUMMARY 
 

UPCOMING MEETINGS AND EVENTS 
 
SEPTEMBER 12th  Change of Command at the NOSC (Navy Operational Support 

Center) at 11:00 am.  
 
SEPTEMBER 13th  The 6th Annual 9/11 Remembrance Ride will be at the World’s 

Fair Park. Registration begins at 8:00 am and the Ceremony starts 
at 10:28 am. All proceeds benefit Blue Knights Copsrun and the 
Campbell County Rural Fire Service. For more details go to 
www.9-11remembranceride.com 

 
SEPTEMBER 15th Tennessee Valley Fair Veteran’s Day. All Veteran’s can enter the 

fair for $1 and bring up to 3 family members for $1 each. Age 65 
and older can enter the fair for free that day. 

 
SEPTEMBER 16th  Ben Atchley State Veterans Home will be having an employee and 

family appreciation picnic from 10 am until 8 pm.  
 
SEPTEMBER 19th  2009 Marine Mud Run at 9:00 am. Organized by the Marine Corps 

League and Company D, 4th Combat Engineer Battalion.  Go to 
mclknox.org  to register. 

 
SEPTEMBER 26th  Wounded Warrior Project Soldier Ride returns to Nashville, TN. 

All funds raised go to support the Veterans programs of The 
Wounded Warrior Project. Go to 
http://sr.woundedwarriorproject.org/ for more details.  

 
OCTOBER 16th  Veterans Stand Down. The Parkwest Church of God (7635 

Middlebrook Pike) will host the one-day stand down. Volunteers 
are needed. More details will soon be posted at http://mclknox.org/ 

 
OCTOBER 17th  Honor Air will make its 7th flight to Washington D.C. To welcome 

home our WWII Veterans, please be at the McGhee Tyson Airport 
before 8 p.m. For more info go to   www.honorairknoxville.com    

 
OCTOBER 19th  The 2nd Annual Brig Gen Bud Bacon Memorial Golf Tournament 

will be at Royal Oaks CC in Maryville, TN. Proceeds will benefit 
AFA’s education programs. Download the flyer at 
http://www.etmac.org/html/breaking_news.htm 

 
OCTOBER 24th  Knoxville Ice Bears “Pride in America” Day. Knoxville Ice Bears 

vs. Huntsville Havoc 



 
NOVEMBER 11th  The East Tennessee Veterans Memorial Association will have a 

ceremony to add 19 names to the memorial at 9 am. 
 
NOVEMBER 11th  Knoxville’s 84th Veterans Day Parade sponsored by The American 

Legion Knoxville Post 2.  Groups interested in participating in the 
parade please check out the American Legion Post 2 website 
http://legionknox.org/html/annual_parade.html for the application. 
This year’s parade will highlight POW/MIA and the service being 
honored is the Navy. 

 
NOVEMBER 11th  The East Tennessee Military Affairs Council 27th Annual Awards 

and Recognition Luncheon will be at 12:30 pm at The Foundry at 
the World’s Fair Site. Please make reservations by Thursday, 
November 5th. Cost is $25 per person or $250 for a table of 10. 
Contact Patrice Collins at 637-4550 or 
pcollins@knoxvillechamber.com for more details. 

 
STAY CURRENT: WWW.ETMAC.ORG 
 
WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS: 
 
The meeting of the East Tennessee Military Affairs Council was held on Thursday, 
September 3rd at the Knoxville Chamber, Joseph Mazzola presiding. A total of 53 
members and guests were present. The summary of the August meeting was approved. 
The treasurer’s report shows an end of the month balance as of September 2nd of 
$7,860.13.  
 
DISCUSSION ITEMS: 
 
East Tennessee Veterans Memorial Association (Mike Crawford): On November 11, 
2009 at 9 am there will be a small ceremony to add 19 new names to the memorial. If 
anyone who visits the memorial and finds any problems with the kiosks, appearance of 
the memorial or the grounds, please call Mike Crawford at 525-1251. 
 
Honor Air (Sam Hardman): Recently, the 119th Command and Control Squadron 
presented Eddie Mannis and Honor Air $3,300.00.  The next Honor Air Flight will be on 
October 17th, 2009. Honor Air Knoxville has updated its webpage. Check it out at 
www.honorairknoxville.com    
 
Ben Atchley State Veterans Home (Taylor Wyrick): On September 16th from 10 am 
until 8 pm, there will be an employee and family appreciation picnic at the Ben Atchley 
State Veterans Home. Any groups that are interested in doing a presentation for the 
residents, please call the Activities Director at 862-8100. 
 



Knox County Veterans Service Office (Chuck Jones): The Veterans Service office 
served 123 Veterans in the office and answered 148 phone calls regarding VA benefits in 
July 2009. They also provided outreach to the community.   
 
Web Site (Laimon Godel): Last months web-site activity had 2,348 visitors with an 
average of 75 visitors a day. 46% of the webpage visitors came from China. If any 
organizations have a public newsletter they want distributed, please send it to Laimon 
Godel at webmaster@godel.com 
 
Veterans Day Parade (Gene Bayless): Groups interested in participating in the parade 
please check out the American Legion Post 2 website 
http://legionknox.org/html/annual_parade.html for the application. This year’s parade 
will highlight POW/MIA and the service being honored is the Navy. 
 
Veterans Day Luncheon (Patrice Collins): The East Tennessee Military Affairs 
Council 27th Annual Awards and Recognition Luncheon will be Wednesday, November 
11th at 12:30 pm at The Foundry at the World’s Fair Site. Please make reservations by 
Thursday, November 5th. Cost is $25 per person or $250 for a table of 10. Contact Patrice 
Collins at 637-4550 or pcollins@knoxvillechamber.com for more details. 
 
6th Annual 9/11 Remembrance Ride (Bob Dewald): Sunday, September 13th 2009 at 
the World’s Fair Park. Registration begins at 8:00 am and the Ceremony starts at 10:28 
am. All proceeds benefit Blue Knights Copsrun and the Campbell County Rural Fire 
Service. For more details go to www.9-11remembranceride.com 
 
Veterans Stand Down (Virgil Young): On October 16th, the Parkwest Church of God 
(7635 Middlebrook Pike) will host the one-day stand down. Volunteers are needed. More 
details will soon be posted at http://mclknox.org/ 
 
Marine Corps League Mud Run (Laimon Godel): In conjunction with Company D, 4th 
Combat Engineer Battalion, the 2009 Mud Run will begin at 9:00 am on September 19th, 
2009 at Melton Hill Park. Go to mclknox.org to register. 
 
Honor Air Celebration Album (James Dee): In the process of putting together a book 
of all Veterans who have flown on Honor Air to present to Eddie Mannis.  
 
Knoxville Ice Bears “Pride in America” Day: Knoxville Ice Bears vs. Huntsville 
Havoc on Saturday October 24, 2009 
 
Tennessee Smokies (Matt Strutner): The Smokies organization looks forward to 
participating in upcoming Veterans events including the Veterans Day Parade and the 
next Road March for Warriors. 
 
Wounded Warrior Project Soldier Ride (Mark Brogan): The Soldier Ride returns to 
Nashville, TN on Saturday, September 26th. All funds raised go to support the Veterans 



programs of The Wounded Warrior Project. Go to http://sr.woundedwarriorproject.org/ 
for more details.  
 
Tennessee Valley Fair (Tom DeHoog): On Tuesday, September 15, 2009 at 5 pm., there 
will be tables and a tent provided by the 844th Engineering Battalion for any organization 
interested in providing more information on your organization to the general public. If 
you’re interested, contact Tom DeHoog at 765-0621 or tomdehoog@aol.com 
 
Tennessee Valley Fair: On Tuesday, September 15, 2009, will be Veteran’s day at the 
Fair. All Veteran’s can enter the fair that day for an admission price of $1 and you can 
bring up to 3 family members for the same price. If your 65 or older you and enter the 
fair for free on that day.  
 
Air Force Association (Jim Mungenast): The 2nd Annual Brig Gen Bud Bacon 
Memorial Golf Tournament will be on October 19th at Royal Oaks CC in Maryville, TN. 
Proceeds will benefit AFA’s education programs. Download the flyer at 
http://www.etmac.org/html/breaking_news.htm 
 
Tusculum College (Michael Curry): Tusculum College will be participating in the 
Yellow Ribbon program to provide a free education to Veterans. 
 
MILITARY UNIT ACTIVITY 
 
Military Entrance Processing Station (Lt Commander Neely): An Army Sgt and a 
Navy Chief who works at MEPS will be soon deploying to Iraq. Dr. Delozier, who 
worked for MEPS for 14 years and did 52,000 physicals recently passed away at the age 
of 89. 
 
134th ANG Air Refueling Station (Chaplain (Captain) Rick Steen): There will be a 
group deploying from the 134th in the beginning of next year. 
 
 
I.G. Brown Training and Education Center (Chaplain (Lt. Col.) Stanley Giles): The 
Air Force is looking long-term in expanding the Training and Education Center.  
 
844th Engineering Battalion (SGT Josh Richardson): The current deployment is about 
1/3 of the way finished. Anyone interested in emailing Colonel Roth please email SGT 
Josh Richardson at joshua.richardson1@usar.army.mil and he will forward it directly to 
Colonel Roth.  
 
119th Command and Control Squadron (2nd Lt Mark Farley): The 119th continues to 
grow and just recently went over 200 personnel in manning. The 119th also just broke 
ground on a new assembly room. 
 
Navy Reserve Center (Commander Darren Pontier): Drill weekend will be on 
September 12th and 13th.  On September 12th there will be a Change of Command at 11 



am at NOSC (Navy Operational Support Center). Commander Greg Jones will assume 
the command. ID Cards are available Monday thru Friday by appointment.  
 
489th Civil Affairs Company (Major Brian Bailey): Fiscal year 2010 will be the first 
year since September 11, 2001 that the company will not have any deployments. Anyone 
that has contacts for water treatment and sewer facility engineers that would be able to 
provide training 6-9 months before a deployment please contact Major Bailey at 558-
5084 or Michael.B.Bailey@ar-­‐usacapoc.soc.mil  
 
ESGR (John Dyess): Sponsored two very successful Employer luncheons recently. 
Anyone who knows of people or organizations that support our guard and reserves in the 
area contact John Dyess at tnesgr@hotmail.com ESGR will have 3 tables at the 
upcoming Veterans Day luncheon and are looking for guests who can influence public 
perception of our guard and reserve. Would like improve the employability of our 
soldiers who are currently deployed and help them find jobs when they return.   
 
UT Pre-College Upward Bound Program (Joe Mazzola): The Veterans' Pre-College 
Program at the University of Tennessee is a Veterans Upward Bound (VUB) project that 
provides a unique array of academic and personal services for veterans who are about to 
enter college or other postsecondary education. U.S. Veterans discharged since 31 Jan 55 
(under conditions other than dishonorable) with less than a 4-year college degree and 
who meet the following criteria may be eligible:  
1. Resident of a target county in the approved service area; 
2. Low-income household according to federal guidelines, and/or neither parent 
graduated with a 4-year college degree; 
3. Academic needs assessment indicates need for services; 
4. Motivated to enroll and succeed in postsecondary education; 
5. Available to participate in scheduled program activities 
For a quick Eligibility Interview by phone, call (865) 974-4466 
 
American Red Cross (Karen Trotter and Jess Hernandez): The Blount County 
Chapter recently hosted a program for the families of deployed soldiers. The Knoxville 
Chapter will possibly receive a new grant for approximately $80,000 and is looking for 
military and Veteran programs that are self-sustaining and would be able to continue after 
the grant runs out.   
 
Quilts of Valor (Bob Bourceois): There was recently a kick-off meeting for Quilts to be 
made in East Tennessee to comfort injured service members and Veterans. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Nathan Weinbaum, Secretary 
East Tennessee Military Affairs Council  
nathan.weinbaum@knoxcounty.org 
 
 



 
 
 


