
East Tennessee Military Affairs Council (ETMAC)  
Sept 5, 2024 – Knoxville Chamber 

 

Thank you to Chris “Matty” Mathison and the Combat Veterans Motorcycle Association Chapter 18-3 for sponsoring 

our donuts this month!!  

 

If anyone is interested in providing donuts/bagels for future meetings, please let Patrice know.  We greatly appreciate 

our breakfast sponsors! 

 

ETMAC BUSINESS SESSION 

● Welcome and call to order - ETMAC President, MG Leslie Purser, retired, US Army 

● Pledge of Allegiance 

● Welcome new attendees - please fill out the “New Attendee Form”. 

o Shannon Milder – Navy veteran, network in community 

o Cadet Lankford – AF ROTC 

o Chris Waller  – VOA Suicide Prevention Program 

o Ryan Houston - 134th and Y-12 employee 

o Melissa Houston - Caris Healthcare 

o Isaac Tomac  – Opex solutions; employment counselor for TN NG 

o Isaac Collins – Arrowmount School of Arts; more details below 

o Bryan Hayes - Staff Source Inc. 

● Treasurer’s Report – Tim Thurston  

o Beginning Balance: $31,418.51. Ending:  $33,727.78. (Luncheon ticket sales)  

● Webmaster’s Report – Dent Young 

o Down users for the month – 24 China or 3 Nigeria 

o Popular pages are veteran organizations and events 

● President’s Report – Leslie Purser 

o Happy Fall!!  Jeff City accidents: Judge Sloan and EMS Tech (Jeremy Sutton) killed during motor vehicle 

accidents.  Pray for Marines in Turkey 

● ETMAC Updates/2024 ETMAC Veterans Luncheon, Nov. 12 – Patrice Collins 

o Side room volunteers – 8 tables needed 

o Unit Commanders – need honorees by Sept 15th 

● 100th Birthday Card – 17 September  

o Major Gerald Lay (WWII Veteran/POW):  Address is 901 Concord Place Memory Care, Knoxville, TN 

37934 if you’d like to send a card. 

o Birthday celebration in Kingston on Sept 22 
 

MILITARY UNIT UPDATES  

● 1-230 Assault Helicopter Battalion –  

o Firefighting with bucket planes 

● 134th Air Refueling Wing Group – Major Aaron Hamby 

o Deployers returning end of month - including Lt Col Hurst 

o Col Hartley – Air Asst ANG; promotion Sunday, Sept 8th at Air Base 

o ESGR Boss Lift - 12 Sept; looking to refuel a B2 bomber 

● 278th Armored Cavalry Regiment – unable to attend 

● 332nd Air Force Recruiting Squadron – TSgt Spencer Smyser - unable to attend 

● 489th Civil Affairs Battalion - CPT Jonathan Wetters – unable to attend 

● 844th Engineer Battalion – MSG Earl A. Willet 

o Trying to get into the community for service 

⮚ Carson Newman Army ROTC – Pat Bevins 

o 60 Cadets; Sept 21st at home game commissioning 

o Fall FTX 26-29 Sept field event 

o Initial planning for obstacle course has begun  

⮚ Co D 4th Combat Engineer Battalion – Capt Douglas Wainwright - unable to attend 

● ETSU Army ROTC – April Cheyene unable to attend 

 

71 Attendees 



● I.G. Brown Training and Education Center – Col Tapia 

o Community Service: 330 hours from the last class 

▪ Contact Col Tapia if you have needs or opportunities for students to support 

o 179 students on campus 

● Knoxville Recruiting Company – CPT Delchrisha Young/1SG Timothy Rozwalka 

o Change out – new 1st SGT, BRG Commander, Company Comm 

o Made Army mission in over 5 years 

● Knoxville MEPS – LCDR Chantrelle Harris/1SG Melvin White III 

o Aug 17th – Participated in the virtual flight, thank you  

o Sept 25 – Participating in Honor Air 

o Oct 16 – New recruiter training 

● National Guard Recruiting and Retention BN – SFC Joshua Butler 

o 380 accessions – 400 for goal (met mission) 

o Reaching out to the schools and community events 

o Change of command for battalion  

o Working on improvements with MEPS and smooth out processes 

● Naval Reserve Center - Knoxville – CDR Jeremy Reynard   Nothing to report 

● Tennessee Wing, Civil Air Patrol – Col Dent Young    Nothing to Report  

● US Coast Guard Recruiting – Chief Andrew Sheean – unable to attend 

● UT Air Force ROTC – Lt Col Pulse Johnson 

o 18 Sept - Air Force birthday cake ceremony planned 

● UT Army ROTC – LTC Mike Wellock 

o 280 cadets and 51 commissions this year 

o 25 Sept – 2 cadets to support Honor Air as escort 

o Gold Star support event, 30 cadets 

o 8 Nov – Veterans Day run; big event of the year 

 
VETERAN ORGANIZATIONS UPDATES   

⮚ Air & Space Force Association – Dick Webber 

o 24 Aug:  Long time STEM educator, CAP member, and our Vice President for Aerospace Education, Dave 

Garner passed away (please keep him in your thoughts and prayers) 

o 12 Sep:  Quarterly ASC (Air, Space, and Cyberspace) Event 6-8 PM at Heritage HS 

o 14-15 Sep:  AFA National Convention 

o 16-18 Sep:  Air & Space Conference 

o 28 Sep:  ASC Expo 10 AM to 2 PM at Northeast State Community College Regional Center for the 

Performing Arts, Blountville TN 

o 14 Oct:  Bud Bacon Golf Tournament (our big AFA fundraiser) at 1130 (registration and lunch) at Egwani 

Farms Golf Course 

⮚ American Job Center – Mack McCollum, Jr 

o TN Veteran Employer Recognition Program – 1 Oct deadline 

o 17 Sept – Multi-County Resource Fair (25 resources and 32 employers signed up)  

o Nov 5-7; Career Fair and Veteran Resources – Fed and local govt reps 

⮚ American Legion Post 2 – Joleen Dewald/Mike Testerman – unable to attend 

⮚ American Red Cross – Knoxville Chapter – Tom DeHoog - unable to attend 

⮚ Arrowmont School of Arts and Crafts Veterans Program – Isaac Collins/Steve Thompson 

o Fall Workshop starts this month 

o Veteran Scholarship available online 

⮚ Ben Atchley Veterans’ Home – Doug Ottinger  

o Thank you to Joe Sutton for virtual Honor Air 

o Vacancies at Knoxville and Cleveland facilities 

o Lots of turn over and misinformation is being shared:  You DO NOT have to be on a waiting list nor 100% 

service connect.   

▪ criteria is an honorably discharged veteran who we can meet their needs 

⮚ Captain Bill Robinson Vietnam Veterans of America - Chapter 1078 – Don Smith/Pat Polis 

o Sept 20 - MIA and POW Remembrance Day ceremony and refreshments; 10am at Veteran Memorial Park. 

(Refreshments open at 9am)  



⮚ CNS/Y-12 Serving our Service Members (SOS) – Kristen Rawson - unable to attend 

⮚ Comfort Crew for Military Kids – Angela Salyer 

o Service project to put military deployment kids together and share with others 

▪ Murfreesboro delivery and Tim’s daughter told her story about receiving the packages when she was 

little - very special testimonial 

▪ Distributed to the Tenn Army National Guard  

o Resources for families – deployment and reintegration 

⮚ CVMA 18-3 – Chris “Matty” Mathison – unable to attend 

⮚ East Tennessee Veterans Honor Guard Program – Stuart Hall 

o Big thanks to Ben Atchley facilities:  didn’t know about service and when his care encouraged him to share 

with his family 

▪ Tell your story!   

o Oct 3 – WATE/Channel 6 – Operation Honor Guard fundraiser/telethon 

▪ 10-11 honor guards in East Tenn to support  

⮚ East Tennessee Veterans Memorial Association – Joleen Dewald – unable to attend 

⮚ East Tennessee Women Veterans Network – Jessica Hodge (Marilyn reported out) 

o 11 women rafting – next one last Sunday of Aug 2025 

o Website and Facebook page to get involved 

⮚ ESGR – Tommy Cauthen/Steve Martin 

o Mediation – brand new ombudsman on board 

o Recognition – 4 different companies requesting to sign a Statement of Support 

▪ Patriot Awards – 6 in the works right now 

o Boss Lift – Joleen Dewald is the primary planning person and does an amazing job 

o Aug 22 – Shelby County FD for Freedom Award presentation 

▪ Oct 1 opens nomination season 

⮚ First Horizon Bank Military Community Resource Group – Cathy Guarnacci 

o $450 ends 15 Sept; personal account 

o Business account promotion going on right now  

⮚ Fleet Reserve Association – Eric Nash – unable to attend 

⮚ Frontline Gardens – Stephanie Trost – unable to attend 

⮚ Honor Air – Joe Sutter   

o 3rd Virtual Flight conducted on Aug 17th    

o Orientation for Women’s Flight conducted for #33 

▪ 141 female veterans scheduled 

⮚ Irreverent Warriors – Christine Shawhan 

o 0.0K on Sept 14 at Blackhorse in Alcoa with DJ  

▪ QoV quilt raffle 

o Free Veteran. Breakfast at Ebeneezer Methodist Church in West Knox 

⮚ James H. Quillen VA Medical Center – Daren Giancola/ Wayne Chiasson 

o Vet Fest – 170 veterans attended and 23 enrolled 

o Onboarding 4 more providers at the Knoxville clinic 

o Leadership Transition:  Interim Directors while waiting on permanent replacements 

⮚ Knoxville Habitat for Heroes – Rick Garner  unable to attend 

⮚ Knoxville’s Community Development Corporation - Liberty Place Housing for Veterans - Marisa Moazen  

o unable to attend 

⮚ Knox County Veteran Services Office – Gabe Burns/Heidi Paumen 

o Nothing to report 

⮚ Knoxville Vet Center – Lyle Allen  

o Great resource event last month 

o Support families of deployed 

o Vet Center – Launch a Guitar for Vets (free lessons and guitar) 

▪ Starting a chapter:  needing someone to set up the 501c3 and run program 

⮚ Marine Corps League – Susie Schmidt 

o Mud Run – 956 Registered runners; will keep location 



o Nov 10 – MC Birthday Ball 

⮚ Mission Phoenix – Ken Williams  unable to attend 

⮚ Mountain Man Memorial March – Justin Howe  unable to attend 

⮚ MOWW/Reserve Officers Association – Bill Grieve   nothing to report 

⮚ Oak Ridge National Lab/UT Battelle Veterans Group – Lisa Bollinger 

o Participating with Honor Air on Sept 25 

o DoD Skillbridge – taking off at our location 

o Over 900 veterans at the lab  

 

⮚ Pets for Vets – Heinz Lauer  unable to attend 

⮚ Rocky Top Veterans Foundation – Taryn & Chris Bryant   unable to attend 

⮚ Smoky Mountain Service Dogs – Mike Kitchens  unable to attend 

⮚ STAR – Horses & Heroes Program – Kara Price   unable to attend 

⮚ Team Red, White, & Blue – Cesar Robles    

o Complete 3 walks – support small groups  

⮚ The Lost Vets Rescue – Willie Franklin – Unable to attend 

⮚ TN Department of Veteran Services – Knoxville Field Office – Charles McGhee – unable to attend 

⮚ TN National Guard – JFHQ – Family Violence Prevention – Tonya Mohn  unable to attend 

⮚ United Veterans Council – Natalie Donahue  (Buzz reported) 

o ETMAC supports coffee at 13 breakfasts – Thank you!! 

⮚ UT Medical Center - VETS (Veterans Engaging for Team Support) - John Jeffries – nothing to report 

⮚ UT Army ROTC Alumni Council – Geoff Freeman – nothing to report 

⮚ VFW Post 5154 - Maryville – Neal Whetsel  

o 12 Oct – Bike Run fundraiser 

⮚ Veterans Heritage Site Foundation – Marilyn Childress 

o Thank you for the Sharps Ridge Info Session Board Event participation  

o Sept 29 – Gold Star Mother and Family Day at Ramsey House 

▪ Sept 27 - 4 Oct – Salute to Tenn Fallen on display 

o Oct 5 – Sharps Ridge clean up day  

o UT ROTC – wonderful partners 

o French Broad Veterans Memorial Park– Roof in process and finalizing memorial options 

▪ $250 to plant a tree 

o DAR $1500 Whimbley scholarship – Nov (veteran to qualify) see email from Patrice 

⮚ Veterans Mental Health Council – Cindy Winterberger   unable to attend 

⮚ Veterans Upward Bound Program – Daniel Blackburn  

o Wrapping up program year – 150 funded/240 total 

o Digital literacy grant from Tennessee – training for resume writing, Adobe creative training, basic 

computer skills 

o Mayor of Knox County Recognition – 35 years of service to Knox and surrounding counties 

⮚ Volunteers of America – Gary Hullinger 

o Chris – new wind therapy to pay for motorcycle license 

⮚ Wallace Real Estate – LeadingRE Heroes Program – Carol Hart/Jim Bleiden – unable to attend 

 

 
The next ETMAC meeting will be Thursday, October 3, at 8:30 am at the Knoxville Chamber.   

 

Alibis:   

Lyle Allen – Maj Richard Star Act:  contact Reps; isn’t going to be added to NDAA 

 Legislation to combat related income; Bill 344 

 

ESGR Interview on SiriusXM Channel 125 changed to Sept 22 11:00-1:00; national show - Morgan Ortega host  

ESGR 



 

Steve Thompson – Project Healing Waters Fly Fishing.  Another great veteran organization getting people outdoors 

and connecting again.   

 

Karen:  Birth Dula:  Noted that Tricare covers this benefit for expecting mothers and will be expanding to 

OCONUS in 2025 


